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than this year, while some have even held that it is earlier than the
Rome edition. The modern maps are those of Spuin, France, Italy, and
the Holy Land, and already show consideraple progress towards a
‘ correct delineation of the outlines of these coufitries. Of later editions
of Ptolemy, Dr. Peckover has presented copiegfof the Strassburg edition
‘ of 1520 (the second issue with Waldseemifller's maps); the Venice
edition of 1561 (the first Italian translatiPn, by Ruscelli, from the
original Greek, with maps based on Gastald¥'s) ; the Cologne edition of
1606 (third of Magini in Latin); and the fide Elzevir edition of 1618, by
Bertius, with Mercator's maps, the Peutiger table, eto. With these
additions the Society’s collection of Ptolewfies now includes one or more
copies of every important type, with the sole exception of the rare
Bologna edition dated 1462 (probably a mistake for 1472 or 1482).
Other works included in Dr. Peckg¥er’s gift are the *Isolario’ of
Bartolommeo Zamberto, of about H?‘J'&u scarce collection of sonnets,
illustrated by woodcut outline-maps of many of the islands of the
Mgean, ete, ; the 1547 edition of Bordone's * Isolario ;" the first edition
(1576) of Porcacchi’s ¢ Isole piu famdse del Mondo;’ the first (Latin)
edition of Wytfliet's ¢ Descriptiopis l'tyloumicw Augmentum ’ (1597),
giving a series of maps of thet newdy discovered 1egions; Quadus’
mall atlas of maps, with letter-
ype; Morisot’s *Orbis maritimus’

¢ Fasciculus Geographicus’ (1608
press, after the Ortelius-Mercato
1643); as well as a number of 1 lern works bearing on the history
of geography, which have hithefto been missing from the Society's

collection.

LIBERIA.* : < {
By Sir HARRY JOHNSTON, G.C.M.G., K.CB. '

apErIA is a portion of the West African coast-lands which may be
styled the end of Northern GGuinea. Its southernmost promontory— {
! (‘ape Palmas—of all the (iuinea Coast, projects furthest southwards, ' {

to scarcely more than 4” from the equator. The northern political !

boundary of Liberia meets the coast at the mouth of the river Muno
l in N, lat. 7°. The actual boundary on the south, between Liberia

‘ and the French possessions on the Ivory Coast, is the course of the 4
river Kavalli, the mouth of which river lies about 13 miles to the east !
of Cape Palmas, in lat. 47 22, The northernmost extremity of Liberian N
territory on the coast lies just to the south of that marshy and densely K
forested portion of the Sierra Leone colony-— the Sherbro district— ;
which one might say, with a fairly accurate guess, was the furthest
point reached by the (arthaginian explorer Hanno in his celebrated

* Road ot the Royal Geograplica! Society, March 27, 1905, Map, p. 245
K<
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voyage of discovery along the north-west coast of Africa in about
520 e Itis probable that the “gorillas” which Hanno's expedition
captured somewhere in the vicinity of the Sherbro river or of northern
Liberia were the chimpanzees still found in these regions.

It will be seen on the map that Liberia ocoupies a most important
strategic position on the West Coast of Africa. The general trend of
its coast is from north-west to south-east, parallel to the course taken
by steamers plying across the Atlantio between Europe and South
Africa. It might, in fact, in the hands of a strong naval power,
exercise a very dominating influence over the eastern Atlantic, which
is one reason, amongst wany others, why Gireat Britain desires to see
the independence of the Liberian republic preserved and maintained.

The country of Liberia, as a whole, is one dense forest. It is
practically the culmination of the West African forest, the regions to
the north, cast, and west having been more extensively cleared by man
in past times, or partaking more of the park-land, grass-grown character
owing to their less copious rainfall, Now that two English companies,
in conjunction with the Government of Liberia, are endeavouring to
develop the resources of the interior, and to accumulate knowledge
regarding the climate and products, attempts are being made to record
the rainfall, as to the extent of which at present only a guess can be
made. It is probable that south of lat. 8° 30’ the average annual
rainfall of Liberia is not less than 100 inches. Adjoining regions in
Sierra Leone have a recorded rainfall of something like 130 inches, so
that this is probably an under rather than an over estimate. North of
Iat. 8% 30" the rainfall diminishes probably to 60 or 80 inches per
aunum, and in consequence the dense forest gives way to a pastoral
country of savannas, grassy hills, or park-lands of grass, with dense
forest along the stream valleys, Mr. Alexander Whyte, well known
by his many years' work as an official in charge of botanical departments
in the British Fast African Protectorates, spent a good deal of 1904 in
Liberia, and in the report which he drew up for my information he
considers that this country—which has a seaboard of approximately
350 miles long (from north-west to south-east), and a total superficies
of about 45,000 square miles—has two somewhat different climates,
depending, no doubt, a good deal on the latitude. In the southern
regions below lat. 6°, the rainiest time of the year appears to be the
months of March to June, and August to December., North of this—
round Monrovia, for example—the specially rainy months are April to
the end of July, September and October.

From my own experience of Liberia, I should suy that the heavy
rainy season begins in April and lasts till the end of July, Then there
is & pause of a month or six weeks with less rain, the heavy rains
beginning again in September and lasting till the middle of November.
From mid-Novewber till the end of March is the dry season, at any
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rate in the northern half of Liberia. But in the sonthern part this dry
season is not much more marked than it is in the Niger Delta. Rain, in
fact, may fall in any month of the year, Betwoeen November and April
is the worst season for storms, some of which are very violent,

When I first visited the coast of Liberia, in 1882 and 1885, the
primeval forest grow down to the sea along a great proportion of the
coast ; but when I revisitod this country in the summer of 1904, and
touched at a good many places at the const where I had noted forest

growing as late as 1888, much of this big-tree woodland had been swept
away to make room for plantations or even for towns.,  In fact, with 4
few exceptions, the bic-tres and rubber producing forest does not
usnally begin in its most marked characteristics unti a journey of at
least 15 miles has been made inland from the coast, I have estimated,
from the reports of the agents of the British companies, and from the
accounts of Liberian, British, and French explorers, that out of the 45.000

Square miles which mav be approximately assigned as the area of the
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Liberian Republic, at least 25,000 square miles consist of dense, uncleared
forest, penetrated, it may be, by narrow native paths, but as often ag
not only pierced by elephant-made tracks, About 3500 square miles
represent the plantations, gardens, towns, and settlements of the
Americo-Liberians along the coast, and 2000 or 3000 square miles the
clearings made by the indigenous natives in the dense forest, The
remainder of the territory—about 15,000 8quare miles—is grass or
park-land in the possession of the Mandingo tribes, who are great cattle-
breeders. This is the characteristic of the far interior of Liberia,
where it borders on the French possessions of Upper Nigeria. From
all accounts I can collect, as well as from the little T have seen myself,
I do not think that much of the interior of Liberia can be described as
marshy, 1t is, on the other hand, inclined to be hilly, and at distances

which might almost be dignified by the name of mountains, Some of
these mountaing (the Nimha range) attain heights of over 6000 feet—
this, at any rate, is the height ascribed to them by certain French ex-
plorers ; and from what T am told by Mr. Maitland Pye-Smith, one of
the agents of the aforesaid British companies, I am inclined to think
that 4000 feet, at any rate, is reached or exceeded by peaks in the
Satro range. If the reports of cortain travellers are Justified, however,
it may well turm out that there are altitudes (such as Mount Druple) on
the Franco-Liberian border of over 9000 feet, and consequently higher
than anything that is to be met in West Africa south of the upper Niger
and west of the Cameroons,  Some of these mountain-sides are pre-
cipitous, with faces of Lare rock, Others, again, are clothed with dense
vegetation to their summits, and this continuance of dense and lofty
forests for miles and miles and miles will be a terrible hindrance to
surveying in the fature, whilst at the present time it gives to Liberian
oxploration the same sad and somewhat dreary chavacter that has been
40 powerfully desoribed by Stanley in recording his adventures in the
great Congo forest, Much ag the botanist may glory in the splendid
vegetation, | really think that in the long run one wearies more quickly
and easily of forest than of degert,

Forest, in fact, i the distinguishing feature of Liberia as a country ;
it is the climax of the forest region of West'Africa. Tn and from the
forest will 1o derived the great future wealth of this country. The
geologic formation would appear to bhe mainly Archwan, and the rocks
are mostly granite and quartz, with here and there indieations of
voleanio tuff, The rocks near the sea-coast and in the coast ranges
t)f hills are muycl impregnated with iron, and are consequently very red
n colour, The appearance of thig rock, especially where it is revealed
by the roads which the Awerico-Liberians have cleared in the coast
region, ig ouriously pitted and honeycombed. It is hard, becoming
especially indurateq On exposure, and this makes it a good surface for

B e TR



LIBERIA, 135

road-making, as it does not degenerate into mud, Very little is known
about the possible mineral wealth of Liberia up to the present time, as
the extremely dense forest of the interior is a great obstacle to a rapid
survey of the country, Apart from hmmatite iron, which appears to
exist nearly every where, there are traces of gold in the mud of the
rivers, and native stories assert the existence of alluvial gold in the
Mandingo uplands beyond the forest region, Tead has been discovered
recently in the Kelipo country in eastern Liberia, and zine ore in the

BORABSUS PALM AND L PALM

vicinity of Monrovia. In the Kavalli region there is a great deal
of l‘(i[‘l‘llli]lllll in the rocks, It has been alleged that a diamond was
discovered in the hills behind Grand Basi by a Liberian, but as yet no
confirmation of this discovery has reached me: nor have T been able to
agcertain where the copper comes from which is used to a limited extent
in some of the Mandingo weapons from the far interior

The Liberian forests contain most of the West African timler trees.

Such ebony as is exported, however, does not se m to be ro good as that
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which is derived from the gonus Diospyros, 1Tt ig very probably derived
from a papilionaceous tree belonging to the botanical genus of Dal-
bergia®  'The wealth of this forest in indiarublxur-prodnoing trees,
vines, and bushes is without parallel in any other part of Africa, unless
it be one or two small areas of the Congo hasin, Counting the four
rubber-producing figs, thero appear to be at least twenty-two trees,
plants, or vines which produce saleable rubber, These species include
the well-known and widespread Landolphia owariensis and the magnifi-
cont Funtumia elastica, the rubber tree once so abundant in Lagos colony.
The Funtumia elastica is stated to grow to over 200 feot in height, It
closely resembles in appearance the allied species Funtumia africana,
but there is a very considerable difference in the price of the rubber
yielded by the one and the other—the rubber derived from Funtumia
africana may, perhaps, be sold for eighteenpence a pound, but the well-
prepared rubber of Funtumia clastica ranges in value from threo to four
shillings. The distinetive features of the leaves, flowers, and fruit,
which enable the observer to decide whether he ig tapping the valuable
or the valueless Funtumia, will shortly be illustrated in my book on
Liberia, The range of the Funtumia elastica appears to extend from the
middle of Lileria eastwards as far as western Uganda. It is found in
& portion of the Bahr-al-(ihazal rogion and in tho northern part of the
Congo Freo State. The FPuntumia africana is moro strictly West African
in its range, from Portugueso Guinea to the Congo basin, In the
western regions of the longo F'ree State and in Angola a third Funtumia
is found, which, like Funtumia africana, is of not much value to the
rubber trade. Mr. Aloxandeor Whyte, in his systematic examination of
the Liberian flora, which he undertook at my request during 1904, has
discovered two now specios of wild coffee—Coffea nudiflora and Coffea
ligustrifolia, The well-known Liberian coffee with a big berry is, of
course, indigenons to the country, and is now being exclusively culti-
vated by the Americo-Liberians on the coast,

In Liberia, of course, as in most densely forested countries, the
displays in colour masses of large aggregations of flowers are not so
often observed as in the park-lands and more open country, Still, there
are many ohjeots of beauty in the forest which should be enumerated
a8 prominent features in Liberjan scenery. Fvery pool and creek of
still water is covered with water-lilies, chiefly the common Nymphaa
lotus, a small variety of which is also present, and is peculiar to Liberia,
In the damp glades there are abundance of Crinum and  Hemanthus
lilies. A small and very beautiful terrestria] orchis grows on the
surface of the water in shallow pools, In the dense forest there are
numerous epiphytic orchids, chiefly Angreccums, with enormously long

* Thero are two species of any-prmlunlng Dalbergia in Liberia, one of which hias

Just been discovereq by an agent of the Monrovian Rubher Company—Dalbergia
liberica,
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nectaries. A species of vanilla grows wild in the bush. There are
many zingiberaceous plants in the undergrowth of the forest, sometimes
with large and delicately coloured flowers, at others remarkable for the
size and rich colouring of their lenves. Amongst these may be noted
Costus, Amomum, Thalia, and Renealmia. Another family of plants well-
represented in the undergrowth, and remarkable for the variety and
beauty of their foliage, are the arums. P’rominent amongst these are

Anchomanes, Culeasia, Nephthytis, Aglaonema, and C'ytosperma The
Lonchocarpus tree has at times magnificent displays of lilac blossom,
not unlike wistaria in shape and colour. The waxy-white camelia-
like flowers of the Anona are objects of great beanty, especially where
they are thickly clustered along the horizontal branches. The Mus.
sendas also light up the forest with their red or white bracts, One
Musswenda, or a closely allied plant, has gorgeous scarlet-crimson bracts
like a Poinsettia : another, which is very common, not only in Liberia,
but thronghont the whole forest region of West Africa from Portugnese
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Guinea to Uganda, has a cluster of large white bracts below the yellow
flowers. These hracts, which are leaf-like in shape (though not like
the leaves of the plant itself), look at a distance like foliage cut out of
white velvet. The Ochna multiflora is a beantiful flowering tree,

Beyond the forest region a park-like country is entered, inhabited
for the most part nowadays by a more or less Muhammadanized people,
belonging chiefly to the Mandingo stock. These Mandingos keep
large herds of cattle, examples of which find their way down to the
const through the forest roads. They are similar to the breed which
is on sale at the market of Sierra Leone-—smallish, straight-backed
cattle (without a hump), one-coloured as a rule (fawn or grey or
reddish-yellow), with rather long horns, This breed resembles in
miniature the long-horned (iala ox which is found in routhern Abys-
sinia, and thence, with several breaks in its distribution, to Uganda
and the west side of Tanganyika, and across the Nile to the shores of
Lake Chad. The Mandingo ox is, to my thinking, simply a dwarfed
variety of this Gala breed, which seems to have been the oldest form
of domestic ox known in Africa. In origin it is thought to be more
connected with the Indian cattle than with the descendants of Bos
faurus ; but when it is found in its purest form, it has not got the
hump that is associated with the zebu species, though it freely mixes
with that type, and sometimes thus acquires the zebu hump in addition
to the characteristics of the extremely long spreading horns (longest
in the cow) and the tendency to be one-coloured. I am not so sure
myself that this type of ox is necessarily descended from Bos indicus.
It is represented in the paintings of the Fgyptian monuments together
with the zebu type. It may have been descended from an intermediate
type of wild ox native to North-Fast Africa—intermediate between
Bos taurus and Bos indicus,

In this open Mandingo country of hills, mountains, and grass-lands
there is raid to be a great deal of big game. The lion exists there,
hartebeests of the West African type, water-buck, giraffe, roan antelope,
reed-buck, possibly zebra, rhinoceros, and giraffe, Elephants are
abundant all over Liberia down to within about 30 miles of the coast
region. In fact, many of the paths through the forest are little else
than elephant tracks. FElephants are a good deal dreaded by the
natives of the forest region, as they are alleged to attack man quite
unprovoked. They do a great deal of damage to plantations, The
Mandingos, by-the-by, have horses similar in appearance to the native
breeds of Nigeria. Occasionally one of these horses finds its way down
to the coast in Liberia; but, as a rule, the few horses one meets with
at Liberian coast towns have been brought by sea from French
Guinea (Konakri), It is an important fact, however, of great negative
value, that apparently there is no Nagana or tsetse fly disease in
Liberia. No doubt there are one or more species of Glossina related
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to the tsetse fly, but they do mot carry the celebrated tsetse disease
to horses and oattle.

The principal and remarkable animals of the Tiberian forest region
are, amongat antelopes, the handgomest of the Tragelaphs, the bongo.
This splendid animal, good gpoecimens of which are to be seen in the
Natural History Museum at South Kensington, is almost the largest in
gize of the Tragelaphs, being exceeded only by the eland. It is magnifi-
cently coloured bright chestnut-red, with a few points of black, and bold

A CANNIBAL FROM THF INTERIOR

white stripes and bars, It seems to be fairly common in the Liberian
forests, which also conceal in their recesses curious developments of the

(lephalophine antelopes, or duykers, These duykers, in other parts of

Africa, are usually associated with the idea of a very small antelope.
Jut in Liberia there is the wide-spread Cephalophus sylvicultriz, which is
nearly the size of a small cow, and ('wplmlul;/unj-'uliu:/,i, which is about
the size of a fallow deer, with ghort stont horns. Besides several small
types of duyker, there is the tiniest of all the antelopes—the royal
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antelope—not so large as a hare; and there is the beautifal zebra
antelope, which is bright yellow-bay boldly marked with bold black
stripes, a most unusual coloration in this group. The buffalo of the
forest rogion is the red-haired, dwarf short-horned buffalo. The ordinary
big hippopotamus is said to be present in the lower Kavalli river; but
Liberian streams and forests are for the most part frequented by the
pygmy hippopotamus, an animal which probably extends its range from
the interior of Sierra Loone to the French Ivory Coast. Before I leave
the question of the fanna, I should like to mention that, in addition to
there being apparently no Glossina fly to spread the tsetse disease,
thero is a great relief in other directions from the ordinary insect pests
of Africa. Mosquitoes are very seldom met with. In fact, they seem
to be entirely absent from much of the forest region, Nor are white
ants very common or destruotive in the centres of population.

The human population of Liberia consists of the following elements,
which may be divided, first of all, into indigenes and Americo-Liberians.
The former number something like two millions, and the lat{er between
twelve and fifteen thousand. 8o far as the outside world is concerned,
the world of treaties and congresses, the country which we know as
Liberia is considered to belong to and be governed by this small caste
of English-speaking nogroes and half-breeds of American origin, These
Euglish-speaking negroes certainly govern and administer the coast-
line and a belt of moro or loss sottled country which extends from
20 to 40 miles inland. Of late years they have been on generally
friendly terms with the two million indigenous negroes, some of whom
have come very much under their influence,

The Americo-Liberians are the survivors or the descendants of freed
slaves or persons dissatisfied with their social condition in the United
States of America during the early part of the nineteenti century, A
considerable number of thera also came from the British West Indies ;
but the movement which founded Liberia—the black repullic on the
West Coast of Africa—originated with certain philanthropic societies in
the United States about 1821, The idea, however, in its genoesis was
the outcome of that still earlier movement in Great Britain which led
to the formation of Sierra Leone. When British philanthropy in the
oighteenth century was awakened to the injustice of the slave trade
and the unhappy condition of many of the runaway slaves or freed
negroes in the West Indies or in British Amorica, it was decided to
repatriato a number of these people, and for that prrposo (possibly also
with an eye to the main chance in seouring for Gireat Hritain ono of the
fow good natural barbours on the West Coant of AfricaSiorra Licone)
a settloment was formed on the site of the modorn P'roo I'own, without
overmuch regard to the feelings or rights of the looal inhabitants,
Iu the same way, when it was decided in the United Statos to found a
home for the repatriated African, the prior experiment of Sierra Loone
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turned attention towards the same coast, and in 1821 and at subsequent
dates settlements were effected, firstly at Monrovia, and later on at
Roberts Port, Grand Basd, Sin6, and Harper (Cape Palmas). Usually
those who conducted the enterprise went through the form of buying
small plots of land from local headmen or chiefs ; but, as a rule, the pro-
moters of this movement did not trouble overmuch about the rights of
the “bush niggers,” as the indigenous natives were termed, Consequently,
the first fifty years of the history of Liberia were marked by constant
struggles between the Americo-Liberian invaders and the native blacks.
During the last ten years, however, there has heen a marked advance in

I'HE KAVALLI RIVER,

good relations between the American settlers and their native subjects,
as many of them may fairly be called. The wise policy of President
Barclay has greatly promoted this good feeling since 1904. He has
becn able to assemble at different times at the capital chiefs or their
representatives from almost all parts of Liberia, even from the Mandingo
districts just beyond the limits of the coast-belt. Therefore they have
no subject of disagreement., Curiously enough, one example of this
mild rule of black by black is that the white man in Liberia is every-
where received with great friendliness, because he is not associated
in the minds of the natives with anything like conquest or oppression,
How far the original experiment will succeed, the next twenty
years will perhaps indicate. T'he negroes of Awerican origin who have
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settled in Liberia have not, as a general rule, been able to stand the
climate very much better than Europeans, and as a rule they have not
been able to rear large families of children. Yet it scems to me as
though Liberians of the new generation born in the country are be-
ginning to take hold; but this is partly due to the increasing—and
I think very sensible—practice of intermarriage with women of the
fine vigorous indigenous races, Probably the future of Liberia will be
a nogro state very like Sierra Leone in its development, with English
a8 its Government lavguage, and such English or American institutions
ag muy prove to be suited to an African country, a coast-belt inhabited
by negroes professing Christianity and wearing clothes of European
cut, and a hinterland of Muhammadans dressed in the picturesque and
wholly suitable costume worn at the present day by the Mandingos
and by most Mubhammadan negroes between Senegal and the White
Nile.

The native races of Liberia, the languages they speak, and the
religions they profess may, to a certain extent, be grouped under two
classes, the Mandingo on the one hand, and the Kru negro on the other.
I am aware, of course, that the Mandingo type is a very variable one
physically, according to the less or greater degree of Caucasian blood
which permeates its negro stock, and also that the Kru man proper is
confined in his distribution to a small portion of the southern coast of
Liberia. But each of theso types is sufficiently representative to serve
as a general illustration of the two classes of Liberian peoples. Asso-
ciated with the Mandingos to a great extent, in language, in Muham-
madan religion, and in the adoption of the Arab dress, are the Vai and
the Gora of western Liberia, and to some extent the Buzi, or Kimbuza,
All the remaining tribes are more or less related to the Kru stock in
language, appearance, physique, customs, and the profession of a pagan
and fetishistio religion, similar in general features to the fetish re-
ligions of all Western and West (lentral Africa, with some points of
resemblance to the Bantu beliefs in the southern half of Africa. The
Gora language of western Liberia is rather a puzzle in classification,
and it must be admitted that it only offers the slightest aflinity to the
Mandingo group, and an equally slender connection with the Kru famil y.
In a still more generalized way, it may be said that there are distant
resomblances between the languages of the Kru and Mandingo stocks ;
uor can these slight resemblances be altogether explained by the mere
imposition of linguistic influences. The Mandingos, who are destined
to play a most important part in the development of Liberia and of
much of West Africa, are nothing but a varying degree of cross between
the F'ula race of the West African park-lands and the ordinary West
African negro. This crossing, and the founding of this group of people
~the correct pronunciation of whose name seems to be Mading'a, or
Manding’sa—way Lave been a relatively ancient one. The Mandingos,
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in fact, are the Swahilis of West Africa, and offer a striking resemblance
in face to the average type of Swahili porter that one meets with on the
Zanzibar coast. They also often resemble natives of Uganda, and for
the same reason——that a good deal of the population of Uganda is infused
with a slight Hamitic element derived from the Hima aristocracy.
Several Mandingos whom I met at Monrovia were able to speak Arabic
in a halting fashion. The Arab words they understood best were those
pronounced in the North African dialect. It seemed to me that in some
cases the Caucasian element in the Mapdingos was derived from direct
intermixture of Berbers and Arabs from North Africa with the negroes
of the upper Niger. I doubt if any pure-blooded Fula people extend
their range into the northern limits of Liberia ; but they have had an
undoubted influence in times past over the development of the park
land which lies beyond the forest. By their minglings with the indi-
genous negroes of the Sudanese and West African type, they have
created the Mandingo peoples, and have also carried Muhammadan
civilization and tenets into that part of Africa, as well as, no doubt,
the Sudanese breeds of cattle and sheep. The domestic sheep of all the
forest region of Liberia is that common to the other forested parts of
West Africa—the sheep with erect ears, fairly well-developed horns,
small size, black and white colouring, a tail without any fatty develop-
ment, and a long throat mane in the male. Far back in the interior of
Liberia, I am informed that the Mandingo sheep are similar to those of
the Sudan, with fat tails and without the throat mane.

It should hardly come within the limits of the present paper to
discuss one of the most interesting problems in Africa—the origin of
the Fula race. Persoually, I am still disposed towards the old theory
that the Fulas were an early cross between the Libyans of North Africa
and the negroes of Senegal, a cross in which the Caucasian element
predominated considerably. They certainly offer marked resemblances,
however, to the Hamitic aristocracy of the upper Nile and the lake
regions. Their language is a complete puzzle. At present it cannot
be said to offer aflinities of a marked kind to any group of negro speech ;
but it is emphatically a negro tongue (with a faint suggestion here and
there of the Bantu family), and not in any way influenced by Hamitic,
Libyan, or Semitic characteristics. As to the Libyan aflinities of Iausa
there can be no doubt, but nothing of the kind has as yet been dis-
cerned in the structure or vocabulary of the Fulfulde. It even seems
to offer less resemblances in structure to the Hamitic language-family
(for example) than can be discerned in the Bantu.

Of all the peoples in Liberia affiliated with the Kru stock, perhaps
the most numerous group is that of the Kru, which occupies the coast
of Liberia between the I'rench frontier at the Kavalli river and the
river Sestos. With the Kru I associate the Grebo, as the two peoples
differ but little in language, and scarcely at all in physical type. The
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Girebos are inclining strongly towards Christianity, but very few, if
any, converts to that religion have been made amongst the Kru people
proper who inhabit the coast between Greenville and Garraway. Krus
and Grebos together number something like 375,000, The next most
important group of people, as regards numbers, are the Mandingos, of
whom there are, perhaps, 300,000 within the limits of Liberia, After
them 1way be ranked the Kpwesi people, a general term for a congeries
of tribes speaking dialects of a common language, These Kpwesi
(familiarly known by the Americo-Liberians as Pessi, or Pessa) may be
a8 many as 250,000, Inan appendix to this paper the rest of the tribes
and their approximate numbers are enumerated.

In the central parts of Liberia, within the limits of the forest, there
is no doubt that cannibalism prevails, 'T'his is a very marked feature
in the life of the Beila, or Bele. These people are said to relish most
keenly the hands and feet, and this very dainty dish is usually set
before a king or chief alone, Nowhere in Liberia have I noticed—nor
has any explorer encountered or reported—any race of negroes wholly
naked, either among mon or women, such as are so commonly met with
in Bastern Lquatorial Africa, or until a fow years ago in parts of South
Contral Africa. A certain degree of complete nudity in unmarried
women was at one (ime quite a common feature of the natives of the
Niger delta, the Cross river, and the Cameroons, while on the upper
(‘ross river complete nudity among the men was just beginning to
disappear twenty years ago. Throughout Liberia no one has ever
observed complete nudity amongst either men or women. Though
there are a fow rare exceptions to this rule, it may generally be observed
that the marked feature of male nudity so characteristic of the upper
Nile, the Fastern Equatorial regions, and originally of the north end of
Lake Nyasa and Central Zambezia, is never met with in the forested
regions of Africa, except possibly here and there amongst the Pygmies.
Throughout the Congo basin and countries as completely savage as the
innermost parts of Liberia, the men wear a minimum of clothing, which
i a concession to ideas of decency, and which, when the race is quite
out of touch with the trade of the outer world, is generally a strip of
bast (bark cloth) from a fig-tree. 1 have not observed any of the
savages from the interior of Liberia wearing dressed skins, I am told
that so greedy are they after food, that when any beast is killed the
hide is roasted and eaten. On the other hand, the civilized Mandingos
of the north have learnt from the Fulas or from the Moors, or possibly
from both, the most beantiful work in leather,

Nowhere along the coast of Liberia is there a harbour in the sense
of the bay at Sierra Leone. All the anchorages, in fact, are open road-
steads. But, on the other hand, this is not a particularly dangerous
condition for ships, as the south wind never blows strongly enough to
raise & big sca, whilst the north wind, coming from off the land, can
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only affect the Atlantic at some distance from the shore, But, of conrse,
this portless condition adds very much to the discomfort of dealings
with Liberia. Although the swell from the choppy surface raised by
the wind may not be sufficiently gerious to affect big vessels lying at
anchor, it is not at all nice for small boats or steam-launches, and gene-
rally during the rainy season of the year transference from the big
steamer to the shore-going boat has to be effected by means of a crane
and a cradle, Still more to be dreaded on some points on the coast in
the landing or the going off, on account of the surf, Perhaps the best
approach to a sheltered harbour which exists is at the capital, Monrovia,

FOREST COMING DOWN TO B¥ A-BHORK,

Here there is a bar to a small river or creek which communicates with
the St. Paul’s river. The bar is very goldom rough, being to & certain
extent sheltered by a promontory, and once across the bar you can land
quite comfortably on the heach in perfectly gmooth water, Dut at
places like Grand Basa, Sino, and Cape Palmas, the landing can be
extremely dangerous and disagreeable. One geldom arrives at or
departs from these places without, at any rate,
rollers that break over the stern or bow of the boat. liowever, real
accidents to persons or property are, it must be
rence, and the whole question depends very mu
will of the Kru boys who direct the steering.
The Kavalli ll‘i\'t'r, though prn\mlxly legs in volnme than the St
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Paul's, is the most navigable as a means of access to the interior,
Unfortunately, there is a very bad bar at the mouth of the Kavalli, or
it would have played a veory different part in the history of West Africa.
Once across the bar, a steam-launch or a rowing-hoat can ascend the river
for about 80 miles, when the first rapids are reached. The upper Kavalli
is imperfoctly known, and, indeed, its oxtreme upper course is still a
matter of conjecture, On the definition of its course depends to a
great extont the laying down of the north-eastern frontier of Liberia
according to the French Treaty of 1892,

The St. Paul's river is only navigable as far as a place called
White Plains, about 20 miles from the mouth, There is no diffioulty
about the bar at the mouth of the St, Paul’s, for this reason, that one
can land with little or no risk at Monrovia; and once inside the
Mesurado river (which is merely a creek), one can embark on a small
river steamer, of which there are two or three in existence, enter
the St. Paul's river by the Stockton creek, and thence ascend the St.
Paul's to the first rapids near the settlement known as White Plains,
All the lower part of the St Paul's river is pretty thick with Americo-
Liberian settloments, some of them of a distinotly prosperous and pro-
possessing appearance, Several of the officials at Monrovia have country
houses on the banks of the St. Paul’s amid charming surroundings,
This great virtue may be attributed to the Americo-Liberians, that
they certainly know how to build houses, comely in appearance,
sanitary, and lasting, or as reasonably durable as one can expect in a
land of heat and moisture, In fact, the leading characteristics of the
Americo-Liberians are their love of building and their remarkable
politeness,

For some distance above its first rapids the St. Paul's river is
scarcely navigable for canoes; but in the little-known region north of
Dobli Zulu island, it is said to be navigable for canoes up to its junction
with the Tuma, which is also stated to be an important stream,

Eastwards of Monrovia, the Mosurado river or creek reaches, as a
navigable piece of water, to within a very short distance of the Junk
creek, which is a branoh of the Dukwia river; so that, oxcept for a little
isthmus of sandy soil, Monrovia might be situated at the western
extromity of a long island, With developments that might come later
on, it would be very easy to cut a canal to join the Mesurado and the
Junk rivers. This would then give acoess for vessels of light draught
to the Dukwia and Farmington rivers, These streams debouch at
a settlement of some importance named Marshall; but the bar at
Marshall (mouth of the river Junk) is extremely bad and dangerous,
As a matter of fact, with a very little expenditure of money Monrovia
might be made a good port,

The population of Monrovia, so far as Americo-Liberians and
foreigners are concerned, is about 2500, It has a system of telephones
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which connects it with the settlements on the St. Paul's river, This
has been set up, and is well worked, by a native Liberian., It is,
perhaps, hardly necessary to remind you that Monrovia was named
after the celebrated President of the United States, Monroe, who is
responsible for that doctrine which inhibits any European nation from
further conquests in the New World, The capital of Liberia is divided
into two parts, the low and shoreward section being given over to
large settlements of Kru boys and indigenous negroes, while the upper
part of the town is inhabited by Americo-Liberians and Fluropean
consuls, traders, ete, This civilized part of the town is composed of
broad grass-grown streets, and substantial, well-built, comely-looking
houses, churches, offices, and public buildings. The smart appearance
of the houses, in fact, is in somewhat striking contrast to the neglected
condition of the roads. These have never been made, and are simply
the nnlevelled rock of more or less flat surface. Consequently, at
the present time they are absolutely unsuited to any vehicle, thongh I
have seen an enterprising Liberian negotiate them with a bicycle,
They are generally covered with a very short, close turf of thickly
growing plants, which is kept in the condition of turf by the constant
nibbling of the pretty little cattle that frequent the streets of Monrovia,
A less agreeable feature are the pigs, which exist in great numbers
and perform the office of scavengers, The appearance of most of
the houses is, as I have raid, either very striking or comely hoth
in form and colour, and this appearance is enhanced by the beautiful
olumps of trees and the gardens which surround most of the houses.
The Americo-Liberians seem to be very fond of flowers, and have
gardens full of roses, oleanders, allemandas, bougainvillia, and frangi-
pani in constant bloom. Thereare numerous churches and a masonic hall.

There is a good deal of civilization and comfort and signs of pro-
gress at the settlements, which are grouped together under the general
name of Girand Basé, and also at the Siné towns, the principal of which
is named Gireenville. But perhaps, on the whole, the most go-ahead and
energetio assemblage of Americo-Liberians is to be found at Harper
(Cape Palmas). Here there is a philosophical society, which is doing a
good work in collecting and printing statistics about Liberia. But
Harper, unfortunately for Europeans, is a good deal more unhealthy
than Monrovia.

(Compared with other parts of West Africa, I should say that Liberia
is less unhealthy for the Kuropean than BSierra Leone, the Ivory
Coast, the Giold Coast, or Lagos. But it is, perhaps, too soon to judge.
It is noteworthy, however, that the remarkable absence of mosquitoes
should to a great extent coincide with a less marked prevalence of
malarial fovers.

From the European point of view, perhaps the most healthy part of
Liberia is the northern half, and from all accounts it would be the

L2
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Mandingo plateau that Furopeans would prefer for their trading or
mining settlements,

The great undoubted wealth of Liberia lies, as T have already pointed
out, in its rubber, but the trade in this product is as yet only in its
infancy. Another important article of export in the future will be
timber. Piasava, which is a fibre derived from the rind of the fronds
of a Raphia palm, figures to some extent in the exports, which also
include coffee, a little cacao, ivory, copal, palm oil, palm kernels, ginger,
cam-wood, and anatto,

APPENDIX 1,
Prorves AND Trines or Liberia,

The following is & summary of the principal Americo-Liberia towns and settle-
ments with their approximate populations. I'he enumeration commences with
Roberts Port, not far from the western (Sierra Leone) frontier of Liberia, and
proceeds northwards, southwards, and eastwards to the Fronch frontier along the
Kavalli river 1

Americo- Americos
TAberian Liberian
population, population,
County of Montserrado :— Bronght forward
Roberts Port s 400 County of Grand Basd (eontd.):—
Baveaville e i s 50 Hartford e i
St. Paul's river settloments 1 St John's river 350
New Georgin ... ... 200 : Upper Buchanan v 400
Caldwell oo o 200 | Lower Buchanan (Basd) 600
Browerville .., we 800 | Tobakoni v o0
Clay Ashland o ... 400 ‘ . 1650
Louisinna e s 100 | Coast between Grand Basd
Now York e a0 ’ and river Ses s 150
White Plains ... w800 | On the river Ses 50
Millsburg w260 | County of Sind:—
Arthlnghn e 800 8ino Settlements—
Careysburg ... . 400 8indé river yiv 0
Orozierville .., .. 100 Lexington e 100
Bensonville .., v 100 Gireenville s 8OO
Roberteville ... ... 150 Philadelphia ... .. 120
Harrisburg ... . 200 Georgia ... oy 180
- 8150 - 750
Scttloments on the Mesu- Settlements on Kru Coast—
rado river i Nana Kru
Barnersville ‘ Sete Kru
CGardenersyille 200 Nifu 150
Johnsonville Ly Sas Town
Paynesville Garawé
Monrovia ... 2500 County of Maryland :—
Junk river settlements — Settlements round Cape Palmas
SchioMin and Powells- and on the lower Kavalli
ville ... pue we 225 river—
Mount Olive ... i ot Rock Town ... e 100
Marshall we 120 Harper ... e e 500
Farmington river and | Philadelphia ... 100
Owen's Grove e 300 . Latrobe ... H0
- 800 Cuttington .
County of Grand Dasd Half Kavalli ... HNCE |
Basd sottlements - Hoffman e
Little Basd " 50 Middlesex w
Edina ... w360 Jacksonville T [
- 200 - 1075
Carried forward 7400 Carried forward 11,025
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Auwericos Americo-

Liberian Liberian

population. population,

Brought forward Brought forward 11,200
County of Maryland (contd.) :— 11,025 Americo-Liberians seattered about
Bunker Hill ... v oAb ] Kelipo in far interior of
Tubman Town ... v 100 Maryland County; in the
Now Georgia ...  «0 20 Boporo country, near the
Hillieryillo .. e Sierra Leone frontier, and on
-— 175 | the upper St. Paul’s river,

- | ote, BBY e ver o 25N

Carried forward 11,200 —
Total Liberians of American

origin e 11,350

"Ihere are a good many other native villages and small isolated settlements or
farms of Americo-Liberians, which it would be tedious to enumerate by name, The
ones and twos in such scattered settlements as these (such as Fish town, Puduke,
Weabo, Pequenino Ses, etc.) may be taken as a set-off against any possible ex-
aggeration of numbers in connection with the more populous places.

These Americo-Liberians at present constitute the governing caste of the
country, In origin, about two-thirds are from the United States of America and
one-third from the British West Indies, It is curious that in & general way the
men who have come most to the front in the history of Liberia have been of British
West Indian descent rather than emigrants or descendants of emigrants from the
United States. They came, or their ancestors came, to Liberia rather to seek @
profitable field for their enterprise than in any attempt to flee from conditions of
slavery, or other kinds of unsatisfactory social environment. The Liberians of
British West Indian origin have generally been removed one, or even two, gene
rations from a condition of slavery. They are also for the most part better
educated, and remember more as to their actual African origin than is the case
with those whose immediate ancestors have come from the United States, For
instance, the present President of Liberia, the Honourable Arthur Barclay, knows
that the negro stock from which he sprang came from the district of Popo, now on
the borderland of French and German territory, in the western part of the Dahome
coast, Knglish is naturally the universal language used by the Americo-Liberians.
It is varionsly spoken by them, those originally of United States origin speaking
it with a very strong “ American” accent, while the Liberians who have sprung
from the British West Indies talk Eoglish—that is to 8ay, educated persons do—
with but slight accent, and in the case of those who have received additional
education in England, with no very obyious accent at all. A good deal of con-
nection in scntiment is still kept up with the United States, though perhaps there
is an increasing tendency, so far as higher education is concerned, for the despateh
of young Liberians to study in Fngland at such places a8 the Liverpool schools and
the African Training Institute of Colwyn bay. But several loca[ educational
{nstitutes are generously maintained by American philanthropists. "1 he nmtifm of
Arthington, on the 8¢, Paul’s river, is named after the celebrated philanthropist of
that name connected with Leeds (Yorkshire), who did so much to establish the
first missionary steamers ou the Congo, and whose name is very gratefully remem=
bered in Liberia for the assistance that he has given in educatiqunl work. e g

"The indigenous population of Liberia, not of extraneous origin, may be estimal
le some correctness at  total of about 2,160,000. They may be enumerated a3
ollows :—
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Locality, | Nameof tribe, ’ A{m’,:ﬁ';.m

Jour f Mesurado i A BT R bia | 100,000
et i R s 10,000
North of the Vai ., llnqdi... | 200,000
North of the Bandi Ki!l' o | 150,000
Beyond the Kisi ’moplu gidic G e BN 50,000
Boyond the Buzi, stretching over to the north. : [ :

western and northern parts of the Republio .., Mandingo .., 300,000 *
Behind the D¢ poople, along the St. Paul's river

at the back o, Monrovia i (Com a0 150,000
North and east of the Gora people oo Kpwesit 250,000
Boyond the Kpwesi, to the west and north, are

the Buzi (a ready mentioned) and the tribe |

MEOWK MR b i it . | Bere, or Bele .., 50,000
T'o the north of the Bere ., . Gizimaand Buni 30,000
On the coast, beyond the Dé people of Monrovia,

beging the big tribe of Basg people, and further

inlaud the kS et e Bask GEbLE 200,000
South of the Basé group, along the coast from

the northern limits of Sin county to the |

Kavalli river, aro the .., v Krutribes§ .., 875,000
Bohind the Kru coast are the ... ... | Putu people | ... 150,000
Bolind the Grebo, in the Kavalli region (Mary- |

land county) ok o idde

tBolloe i1 o ‘ 150,000

Approximate total of indigenous neg;-o u- | 7
Yution of Liberia .., Pﬂpm | 2,165,000
i

* It is probable that the total population of the various Mandingo tribes con-
widorably exceeds this estimate, whioh is arrived at by putting together the computations
of each separate branch, as given to me by its reprosentatives at Monrovia. The
proper pronunciation of the well-known tribal name Mandingo appears to bo “Man-
ding'a,” or “Mading'a,” They are a race that will play u very notable part in the develop-
ment of West Africa. The whole of this tribe, which populates the hinterland of
Liberia, parts of Sierra Leone, and the southern part of the French * Budan,” must
number one or two millions, Their language is harmonious in sound and simple and
logieal in construction, therefore easily acquired. They are Mohammedans to avery
great extent, only a fow branches in the Liberian hinterland remaining pagan, In
consequence, they dress picturesquely and suitably like the majority of Moham- |
medanized Africans in the Niger basin and the Northern Sudan, with wide breeches, ’
voluminous tobes, and fozzes or round skull-caps. They are a fine-looking race as :
rogards physical development, and their physiognomy reveals the secret of their power, !
namely, the slight infusion of Caucasian blood. They are, in fact, the result of an |
early intormingling of the Berber from the Sahara desert with the negroes of the
Nigor basin. T'hey are a very industrious people, with a remarkable feeling for art,
which is at presont confined to claborate leatherwork and the shaping of picturesque
garments. The prineipal divisions of the Mandingo race in the hinterland of Liberia
~=procoeding from west to cast—are the following: Boporo, Kwang’a, Mwela, and |
Dukwira. I'heir towns are nearly always surrounded by clay walls, the architecture 1
of which, judging from such photographs as I have seen, is strongly reminiscent of the
towns of Nigeria.

t This is the race named on most maps in the incorrect orthography “ Pessy.” 1t
knows itself s Gbele, but for some reason is called by most of the surrounding tribes
Kpwesi, which, on various grounds, is the most convenient name, A portion of the
Kpwesi race is known us the Gbwalin, a name that appears incorrectly on our maps as
“ Barline.”

1 Behind the Bugd and Gibi peoples one comes ugain to the great Kpwesi tribe,

§ The Kru tribes may be divided up under the following designations, but all the
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The Americo-Liberians, of course, are Christians, belonging entirely to various
sections of the Protestant Churches—Anglican, Episcopal Methodist, Methodist,
Baptist, Presbyterian, ete. There is one establishment at Monrovia of the White
Fathers, a Roman Catholic Mission, mainly French and Dutch in the nationality
of its missiovaries. So far, the fathers have made no converts, but the mission
bas only just been established, There is a good deal of activity amongst the
various missionary societies dependent on the Protestant Churches represented in
Liberia, and this is largely financed from the United States of America, I'he work
is carried on almost invariably by missionaries having some proportion, large or
small, of African blood in their veins, A good deal of their work is educational,
and has certainly brought solid advantages to the coast negroes of Liberia, Out-
side the negroe: of American origin, there are not many converts to Christianity.
Such as there are come from the Kru peoples and the Grebo principally, Perhaps,
of all the native races, the Grebo is the most Christianized and civilized, The
Vai, some of the Gora, and nearly all the Mandingo peoples are Mohammedan—
not fanatically, but very genuinely, as regards adherence 10 Mohammedan precepts.
The spread of Mohammedanism in the western and northern districts of Liberia
has been of immense benefit to the country, diminishing the traflic in alcohol and
checking drunkenness, which elsewhere in Liberia is so common amongst the
negroes—a drunkenness induced just as often by the native forms of aleohol (palm
wine, etc.) as by the consumption of European spirits,

At the present time the ports of entry into the Liberian Republic at which
foreigners may settle and trade are the following (running from west to east) :
Roberts Port, Monrovia, Marshall, Grand Basé, Grand Ses (Cess), Greenville, Nana
Kru, Cape Palmas, and Kavalli. Foreigners also are allowed to trade within a zone
of 3 miles along all the inland frontiers of Liberia, It is, I believe, the intention
of the Liberian Executive to add to these recognized ports of entry places in the
interior and on the coast as soon as communication has been opened up and the
Liberian Government is in a position to maintain law and order at these places,

After the reading of the paper——

Mr. Avexanosr Wuyre: I feel it is almost presumption on my part to say
even a few words. We have not only listened to a lecture, and a very interesting
one, on Liberia, but we have seen a regular panorama, a panorama of almost every
subject you could think of connected with Liberia, and, I believe, absolutely the
first that has been displayed before a London audience. There are many very
interesting problems connected with the country of Liberia, Sir Harry Johnston
touched, for instance, on the absence of mosquitoes from Liberia, A very ex-
traordinary fact indeed ; and any one who has travelled in tropical countries, as
I have done for the last fifty-two years, and seen the natural habitat or abode
and breeding haunts of the mosquitoes, would at once come to the conclusion that

people included under these names do not extend further into the interior than about

60 miles from the const :—
Sing people v 75,000

Sikong (beyond the 8ind) 100,000
Kru people proper (including all isolated colonies of
Krumen elsewhere in Liberia) ... ... .. .. 140,000

Grebo people ... 0 M by o wer 60,000
|| The Putu people scem to include the following subdivisions or separate tribes :

Tatue, Nyapo, Pete, Tuo, and Gireo,
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Liberie was an appropriate place, an ideal home for these pests. It is a curious
thing that they are to be found on the coast, though not in large numbers, but
for 8 or 10 miles inland, on the very ground where you would expect them to breed
most, you find scarcely one, and it is the one redeeming feature in connection
with travelling in Liberia that there Ar¢ no mosquitoes, Irom a soientific point
of view, it is a very interesting subject to go into, The general opinion, I
think, is that what accounts in some reasonable way for their absence is that
thore must be some hostile bacteria in the swamps which affect or destroy
the larve of the mosquitoes, Granting that sucl is the case, I have an ilea—
and 1 think it is quite feasible—~that tons of that £0il might be transported
from these what you might call anti-mosquito swamps of Liberia and distributed
in countries where the mosquitoes: abound, to see if it would be successful there
in inoculating or destroying the larvw of the mosquitoog, That, T think, might
lead to very satisfactory results, Sir Harry Johnston hag given us a very, good
idea of what the aboriginal inhabitants of the interior were like, | travelled
among them during two long journeys from the coast, and, according {o my
idea, they are a much more interesting people than those living along the
coast belt, For weeks and weeks I have travelled through districts where no
white man has been seen before, and naturally enough met with considerable
difficulty in gotting from tribe to tribe. They are very jealous and envious of
one another, and their great object, when they get a white man among them, is
to keep him there, and the difficulty is to get from village to village, Their
great object is to do away with all roads and overything in the shape of a road
or a bridge, And the one great thing is to overcome that jealousy and to
allow a freedom of passage from village to village. Another interesting feature
struck me very much, and that wag that, although mosquitoes are not met with,
there are clouds of midges, or gnate, Sometimes, especially in the afternoon, these
pests are vory troublesome, and we passed through several villages where they were
to be seen in large numbe . But in one partioular village, down the middle of
the street, which was a green sward, there was a row of posts about 15 feet high,
and on the top of these posts there was a hood made of palm leaves, and these
hung down in & sort of conical shape with ap opening below, very much like a bee-

almost cleared the village of theso pests,

10 there is one feature connected with the black races in Africa more extra-
ordinary than another, it is that they Lave no affection for domestic animals as
pets.  Their idea of domesticated animals, such as pigeons, fowls, goats, sheep,
and all the rest, is very much the idea of what they call generally in the Bantu
tongue “ yama "~—somothing to eat, Bat they have no real affection whatever for
pets. 1 thought I had made o great discovery, and I was very proud of it, and 1

there for 2" «(Op» o said, “ Master Junglie man put up these houses, and dem
little birds come and make plenty Ppickaninnies, which they eat,” However, 1
got hold of the chiof, and asked him about it, and he told me plainly and dis-
tinetly that they didn't breed these birds for cating, but they were kept there as a
charm, and looked upon as birds of good omén, and that no one, not even a child,
would be allowed to touch them. 8o that in this one particular at least the
natives had evidently acquired a taste for keeping theso swifts in a semi-domesticated
state. And their presence added very greatly to the comfort of the inhabitants,
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"~ Snfolge des Wiberftreited der Jntereffen der verfdhiedbenen
! Grofpmdadhte ift die Negervepublif Liberia ein vielunuvorbenes
©taatengebilde und e8 ift angunehmen, dbap aud) diefesd Land,
dbnlich wie Marvoffo, einmal Veranlaffung geben wird 3u
Auseinanderfepungen gwijden den intereffierten Grofmachten.
Deutfhlandd Handel nimmt dort eine bherrjdende Stellung
ein, Gngland und Franfreid) bhingegen Dbefipen Kolonien,
welche unmittelbar an Siberia angrengen; wiederholt haben
bie Dbeiden [leptgenanuten Grofymadhte die Gelegenbeit 3u
tevvitorialen  Grweiterungen auf SKoften Liberiad wakhrs
genommen. Grofibritannien hat vor nicht langer Beit wei
an ber Grenge von Sierva Leone befindliche liberiiche Beyirvte
Jaeitweilig” befept. Gine franydfijch-=liberifche Grenzfommiffion
jteht augenblidlich im Begriff, die Grenge jwifdhen Liberia
und bden anliegenben franydfijchen Befipungen abzufteden,
mwodurdh bder filv Franfreid) giinftige BVertrag vom Jabhre 1907
®eltung erhalt. Die Vereinigten Staaten von Nordamerifa
enblidh BHaben neuerdingd ihre Wufmertfambeit ober MNegers
vepublif gugewendet, woau der Umftand willfommenen Anlaf
bot, bap Liberia feine Gntftehung einer amerifaniidhen philan=
thropifchen @efellichaft verbanft und baf bie Regierung ber
Republif in ihren politifjdhen und finangiellen MNoten feit




einigen Jabhren bei den Vereinigten Staaten Macdhalt judt,
wobl in bex Annahme, von bdbort in uneigenniifpigever Weife
Hilfe gewdbhet gu exhalten al$ jeitend dev inteveffievten envopis
tihen Geofmadhte, Die evwdhnten vier Grofmddhte Haben
in Liberia fonfularifhe YVertretungen.

Wer Neifebefchreibungen itber Weftafrita lieft, findet Hiufig
audy ber Negevvepublif Liberia Euwdbhnung. Laufen dod) die
meiften an ber weftafrifanifchen Sitjte verfehrenden Dampier
bie Yanbeshauptftadt Donvovia ober einen anbeven Plap dev
libevifcdhen Stitfte an, um eine jdhwarje Befapung an Bord au
nehmen, weldhe in dem heifien Tropengiivtel die euvopdifdhe
Hefapung von fdweveven Arbeiten entlaftet. JIn den Reifes
befdhreibungen wicd Libevia in ber Negel ald SKarifatur
aeichitbert, Die  unvermitte(te Uebertragung euvopdijdjer
Vebensgewohnbeiten auf bie Negerbevdllevung und die wabl:
fofe Anwendbung moberner ftaatlicher Emrichtungen in einem
unentwidelten, von wabhrer Kultue nody 3icm(ic? unbelecten,
von Regern vevwalteten und vegievten Lanbe hHat jur Beidhs
mung von Jevebilbern f(eiber vecdht oft Veranlajjung gegeben,
Dabei barf feeilich nicht verichwiegen werben, dafi mandem
Meifeidhriftfteller audh qrobe Webertreibungen untevfaufen find.
e allu willig wigigen Anefdoten fein Ohr leiht, wie fie an
per Welttifte von Aferfa tm Wmlauf find und wie fie auf
iebem Dampfer aud) von foldhen Perfonen gern weiteverydhlt
werben, deven Fufy dbas Land nur felten betritt, wer — fury
aefaqt in ber Wabl feiner Quellen fritiflod bleibt, bem
nu'ﬂ;‘m editberungen unterlaufen, welche von den tatjdd)
lichgen Verbaltnifien oft exhevlich abweidyen.

Ciberia it ein etwa 97000 gkm qrofied Gebiet, defien Bes
polterung auf 1 618 11/, Millionen gefchapt wird. An bev rund
670 km lanaen Stfte find 18Plage, jogenannte ,portsofentry®, dem
Dandel exdffnet, dber diefe mufs die &ne und Ausfubr qeben
wnd von ihnen werden aud) die Bolle exhoben. Lepeve (Gine
b Ausfubhrydlle) find bie Haupteinnabhmen der Republif.
Die Leitung des Follwefens unterfteht einem englijchen ol
biveftor, bem mebhreve englijche Jollbeamte beigegeben find.
918 Viberia 1006 in Enaland eine AUnleihe aufnabhm, bhatten
fid) bie @eldbgeber ausbedungen, dafi das libevifdhe Bollwejen
unter bie ufficht eined Gnglanderd geftelit witvde. Englands
@influp ging fogar foweit, dafy die Mepublit die Ausbildung
ihrer fogenannten frontier force* einem englifhen Offigier
ibexteng. (reilidh) gewann fpdter in den Sreifen der Be.
pilferung und in den [eitenden Rreifen iberias die Stimmung
gegen @ngland Ddevart bie Oberhand, dahi bas Vertrags:
verhdltnis mit bem Jnfteuftiondoffiyier geloft wirbe,

Die Gefamteinnabhmen dex Republil betrugen im Finany:
ial;r 1007/08 897 000 Dollars, davon entfielen rund 370 000
auf Jolle.

Die Daupteinfubrgiiter find Reis, Baunwollwaven, Genever,
Meibungsitite, Pojamentiers und fKurgywoaren, getroctnete und
aclalyene Fiiche und Blattertabal, Tie widtigften usfub:
aiiter find  Piaflava, Palmterne, Balmdl und Raffee. Jm
Salenberjahr 1908 bmug‘ per Wert ber Einfubhr rund
b2 000 Dollars, dex ber Ausfuhe 707000 Dollars. Deutid)
tand, weldyed durch eine Reihe angefehener Handeldhaujer n
Liberia vertreten ift, bat die BHochite Veteiligungdyifier jowobl
pinfichitich der Einfubr ald aud) hinfihtlich der Audfubhr auf-

wwetlen,  Dentichlands Enfubhr in Liberia ebenfo wie Liberias
wsiube nady Dentichland fibeveagt nody weit die BVeteiligungs-
piter Grofibritanniens.

Die Bevdllerung befteht aus dben eigentlichen Yibevianern und
ben @ingeborenen. Grfteve, ehiva 50 000 an Jabl, find meift V-
tommlinge befreiter nordameritanifcher unt weftindijcher Stlaven
unb reprdfentieven das jogenannte gebildete §lement; aus ihnen
cefvutieven fich die Polititer und dbas Heer der an dev Veys
lonmmg intexeffierten Pexjonen. Die Emgeborenen gehoren
peridyiebenen Stammen an, unter denen bdie BVeys und fKru-
Yeute die befanuteften find.  Die BVey haben fidy frither viel
als Teager, Arbeiter und €olbaten nach auBwarts verdungen;
bie Mru bingegen verforgen bie in Weftafrifa verlehrenden
Dampfer und  die weftajritanijden mmmvln?e mit febhr
praudhbaren Edyifisarbeitern und Bootsmannidaiten.

Gier b libevifche Riifte beveift und Gelegenbeit gehabt
hat, ihre fippige Vegetation ju bewunbern, wee aus biejer
und bem bottigen Regenveidhtum Scdlitfie qejogen hat auf die
natiicliche Fruchtbarfeit des Landes, dem wmuf das Mif.
perhaltmé auffallen, in dem Dbdie gevingen Uusfubuyifiern
flehen g den auherordentlidh gitnitigen natiiclichen Brodultionss
pedingungen. Bietfac) 1t die Anjchanung verbreitet, Libevia

|

habe feine adexbautreibende Vevdlferung, welde eine Steige:
vung der Produlftion herbeifithren fonnte, Diefe Annabhme
bevubt auf icvigen  Yovausjepungen, Gin  aderbaus
treibenbes Element it aud) unter Dder eingeborenen
Bevdlferung vorhanden.  Nur fehlt biefer bdie Anvequng,
eeheblich itber den  Gigenbedbarf hinaud ju  produjieren.
Der Hauptgrund bierfie diixjte in ber allgemeinen lUnficher=
heit und im befondeven in der Rechtdunficherheit au juchen
fein. Abfolute NRechtafichexheit, indbejondere Schufy ded freien
Gigentums ijt abev bie exjte Borvaudfepung fitv eine Steigerung
ber Probuftion und bie Entwicdlung ded vorhandenen Barern:
ftanbed. Auch ift in Liberia fitr eine jadhgemaBe Graiehung
ber eingebovepen Vevdlferung, welche aud) vor dev Ausiibung
cined gewifien Bmwanges nicht guvitdicdyredt, jo qut wie nichts
aefcheben.  Bwav ijt die Zahl der Schulen in Liberia giemlid)
qrof3; was joll aber die bovt verbreitete Halbbildung bdem
Bawernftande nngen. Jm wefentlichen find e8 die fogenannten
Liberianer”!), welche die Schulen bejuchen und rwelche dort
diejenige Halbbildung empfangen, welche audreicht, fie dem
Acferban u entjremben und ihre Mafje ju einem Hhalbgebildbeten
‘Broletaviat hevangugiehen, dasd ju ernjter Arbeit unjdhig ijt.
Daf; diefe Art der Sculbilbung fitv die Entwidlung bded
Yanbes nadyieilig ift, wird durd) die Tatfache bewiefen, dap
die exften libevijchen Anfiedlexr faft ausjdhlieplich ‘Pilanzer
waten, wibhrend heute die Jahl der ,Libevianer”?), welche fich
mit Vobenfultur bejchdjtigen, fehr geving ift; viele von ihnen
geben fich dem bequemeren Handel hin und unverhaltnismdpiq
viele nehmen Veamtenjtellngen i einem fiir die Ent-
wicflungdftuje des Landes viel ju groBen Beamtenheeve ein.
Man hat verfucht, dem Mangel an Acerbauern durd) Hevans
sehung farbiger Ginwanberer aud ben Vereinigten Staaten
i begegnen; diefe Verfudhe find natitelich gejcheitert. Wer in
der Prarid beobachtet hat, wie ungeeignet der in ben Vev-
cinigten Staaten aujgewachiene Neger 3ur GrichlicBung Afvifas
ift — in Togo find bievin vecht interefjante Griabhrungen ge-
fammelt worden ber ift fid) aud) darviiber flar, dafy Dbie
erneute Hevanziehung farbiger Swwanbdever aud ben Bers
einigten Staaten ein Mifgrifj war.

Uber auch Ddie wildbwachjenden verwertbaren Boden=
ergengnifie werben nodh nicht entfernt im vollen Umfange ur
Verfchiffung gebvacht.  Abgefehen von ber obenevwdbhnten
Unficherheit dex Verhaltnifie ift der Grund bierfiir davin ju
juchen, dbafy in Liberia nod) feine ernfthajten Anftrengungen
jur Stbaﬁun%lvon Berfehrémwegen gemadyt worbden find, Bwar
it aud den itteln einer von Liberia in Gngland auf:
qenommenen Anleihe ywifcdhen White Plaind am et. ‘Pauld
Miver und Kaveysburg eine fo')r tewere Strafe gebaut worden,
weldje fitr Lajtautomobile jabhroar jein folite; fie war ald
Aubringer jum St. Pauls River gedacht und hitte al8 jolcher
qrofie go:tei(e fiie die Zujubr von Produften nach bev Ritjte
qeboten. Allein die Strape ift fchlecht gebaut und die

utomobile find unbraudybar geworden, Diefe Begebenbeit
perbient audh deshalb Gurwabhnung, weil fie o ungemein
chavafterijtijch ift jitv die Jujtdande in einem Lanbe, in dem
bie Verwaltung und die Regievungdqewalt in dben Pinben
pon eurobdifierten Farbigen rubt. WVan  findet viele qute
Vorfage und nitpliche Pldne, ojters auch Unfinge ju ibhrev
Ausfithrung; ed jehit aber allenthalben an ber Bdhigleit und
Ausdauer ju ihrer jielbewoupien Durchiithrung. Wie mit der
Yutomobiljtraie und den Antomobilen ijt s den Uiberianern

auch mit gablreichen anderen lnternehmungen ergangen.
Graf Bed)

Der Nefolution bder Abteilung BVerlin hat bie Abteilung
Potddam gugeftimmt,

1) !lnm.;t(ung: Gemeint find Ddie AbLHmmlinge ber einge-
wanberten bejveiten nordamerifanijden und weftindbiiden Stlaven,
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Anjang uny Mitte des borigen abrhunderts wurde mit il

unbeimlider Sdinelligheit pasg innerjte Ajrite vor Forfdern

aller Nationen eridlolfen, Siy Sanuel Bafey entdedte An:
ang dber 50 er Jahre die Nilquellen in Abeffinien, wihrend :
pede und Grant bie Dauptquellen ipn den norbzentral.

afritanijden Seen be[tim_men fonnten, Qinlng[tones wunder: ;

; : m :
querungen bes Kontinents viefen in’ Curopa und mers af Cinem Drt angenemmer afs
wabre Begeifterungsftiirme bernor, baf fie es bifweilen ba fe

Naddem die verjhiebenen Staaten audy an der Wefttiijte edye “
Afritas RKolonien erworben hatten, tiiftete:? jie Ggpcbi?;nnen fie iy an fhnen redyen

ob
ut Erfotfdung ihrer jemeifinen Gebiete aus, fo daf in per. Dr. O, verdffentl im |
zﬁttnismi!g)ig ?u : 3‘ g ! bam ein umfangrei u'ﬁ:

FHDLolen wurde. Soaufagen in einem toten YRintel aper lag | Dolldnder im 17. Jq ".“f' ot D ey
g Hg-"iim Der [i et‘?ugnt den  Regierun mf‘:'lu s an ::;::'bl?;;’g\ %"" R.tﬁ bas e ¢
itteln wnd gejytem aetial, um wijienjdaitlic pas cine Beidreibung ey Sains

jtlidy | und eine gendiDf uns.
titerland 3y erjotiden, Yn Euro eriet bas Linbden ol ber Waldbiume mz‘mmi uen. Aud iib ' die
in %etfﬂen eit, unbd fo iji Heute nod;m:.?igetia Afritas Terpq &l?mlhat et bemerfensmerte Yy cidnunge f,xm.‘ v-; i

incogn

e ift feine De
Ttoh alledem poy aber nun 7nabe Liberia bdie in. ”"}{,’,5,',"",‘:,;“{.‘,,3,"’:,“&, ( t WtM‘* e
tmnante\l:e Forldungsgedidte Afritas aufpuweifen; benn ;&ibct.' Das  Pinfelohridmwetn (Potamochoeeus
[dhon im abre 520 o, Chr, poy Hanno mit feinen Rarthagern cillatus), das ey Conja nennt, .,,qw"‘r" ‘eine Be:
die damalige Biefiertiifte erreidt und iy feiner, " einer bung des Bey.MWortes Konia fiir Shwein, = Day “af
tarthagijden Gottheit gewidbmeten, in punijder Sprade W,ﬂ €T on einem viefigen | rjen 3 :
(ntebet elegten Befdyreinyn ben Grunbditein per Literatur tﬂnaebozenm febr n,m%m !n, und beffen 2
| Weftafritas gelegt.  Jahrhunberse vergingen,  Weftafrifa find, dag es alfes fatt durdybeift, 9

lieb unberjipes, Billault pe Bellejonds bebauptet im Yapyre Qiber ia felobridywe

1364, dag normannijde Abenteurer, die von Dieppe aus i re

Fabrien untternabmen, bie ?Bfeffettﬁ[te, alfo bas iefige Qibes
ria, erveidyt bitten. Da wiy aber fiir Bellefonds’ Behay ung
| teinen fidheren Beweis Daben, miijfen wir den Herbjt pes
;Sabtes 1461 als geldidtliden Jeitpuntt annehmen, als Ein.
gebntene Liberias jum erjten Miale einen Weifen zu ehen

efamen, Es waren Porty iefen, die unter Pedro be Ginta
|als erfte Curopiier an per feffertiifte landbeten, e Gintre
Benannte pas Borgebirge non Cape Mount und bas Cap
Dejurado, beibes amen, bie bis heute beibehalten finp, Bon
de Gintra itammt aud bie erjte Befd)reibung ver Eingebore:

haben —
m meurg,m gefi

:Me %?ppet esb ldyi‘albezt. i ‘::f'cnb( .

ann bier nur dbas Jwergfy T eerops

emeint fein, Die Mofalcute bejdyrieben miy immer

wergflugpferd fo!gmhnmbn: »Him be big past
im be pig and love water, but him be :&n’ .

lp fear for true, trye, Him teeth :

he fit to bite man in two one time.* (@s ijt g

Edywein, aber eg iit et Gdwein unbd halt

Waffer auf, aget es ijt au efdbriid), wir o
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Bung im 3a?u 1686, als man no

ogen unbd einige wenige mit Sdirdern aus Leber ceigge: Sfﬁfﬁngs'?,ﬁ%:?gﬁ'ﬁffﬁ'bz'ﬂ“b"i,"' fih um ein ;t
"?etb xguren. d)mbei DSII"?" mgitensgg Der[d)iebe;u& Gt'e“:tn idwein Banbelts ,
durd)bo rt, au ¢ Jlajen; bdie 3dhie waren fpif ge h A
i S, e Gl B R s e e et S b i
geborenen mit nad) Liflabon, mo ey cine Gtlavin im Dienjte gungen ber Knaben unp Widbden entwirft, ift fo natire
eines Lifjabonoers Biirgers traf, mit ber ey fih verftanbigen getreu, baf e nody heute afs Mufter gelten !’Bnnte.
fonnte, Dip eingige RNevigleit, bie Diefer Liberianer in 0f Qs (£fne hiibidye Gd)l[benmg des Cape Mefurado alfo bes
bon erydahlte, war, ba ein Ginhorn in Qiberia vorfomme, iefjigen Wonrovia iiberlieferte ung ber Franjofe Mﬁt
Sabil;uubettc find feitbem vergangen und fein Nag orn.’ {ws %Ulnrd)als bez'im abre 1724 bort Tanbete, s m
bas eingige Tier, hag mit Uniforn gemeint fein ann, als ob wi m'xb diejer Beit die Frangofen es am beften ver.
murbe in Qiberia gefunben, .- Jeht betam i) aus bem | ftanben bZtten mit ben @ eborenen y
Hinterlande von Cape Palmas vor turger 3eit bie Slad;tld;t,,’ Rinig Peter ideinbar e eth t Rame bes
baf dort ein Jwergnashorn vorfommen foH, | Defurave, niad)te bas ”‘&f tod 3sland an ber Wt
Die gefamten Namen per Liberiatiijte find portugie /| peg Gt.-%u(-&luﬁn bem Ehevalier um Gg?_mt der
fijden 1y prungs. Die Beranlaffun au Forjdun serpedi: Einu mgmun? uo:]d;l&, e tun:l[ﬂ?c ionfe am
tionen im Mittelalter waren Gold, Elfenpein und Stlaven; efurabo anju egen, tte die dbamal ge Ge ;
biergu tam in Qiberiq nod) ber Pieffer, pon bem ja qud bie | fhaft biefen Borjdylag dur Husfiihrung gebradyt, a 8dbe es
aange Kiifte ihren Namen Hatte. €s handelt fidh um awei Beute fein Liberia,
tten: Piper Subpeltatum uny Piper Guineense), Radybem Wiihrend alle mobernen orfder ﬂbeuinmmb bes
bie Portugiefen fo erfolgreidyen Handel an per Wefttiijte 8¢« | haupteten, bak bas Flupferd Hip. amph.) in Yiberta nidt
trieben Batten, fingen aud englifdhe Abenteyrer an, For: | poy mme, bis i fet Ddas enteil beweifen
| idungseeifen nady her Peffertiifte ju unternehmen. Es mar [dreibt der Chevalier des Mardais im re 1724
(im Jabre 1553 als jum erjten Mal Englinper liberianijden feinem Ffuf an der Rilfte gibt es fo viele Flukpfere
| Boben betraten. Aber all biefe Reijenden haben uns taum im Diefurado,”)
fnennensmerte Aufzeidnungen binterlaffen.  Dies blieh Eine Befdyreibung per RKiljte Liberias,
einem Deutidhen vorbehalten, Qepinys Hulfius, der be: gauptlﬁd;t mit bem Gtlapen nbel Befaft, ber
tiihmte beutjdye Geograph, verdffentlidte u. a. im Jahre 1626 taliener Sapt, Theop, Canot Mntctla'{lcu 1 ). Die
in Frantjurt a. 9P eine Befdhreibung per Reife eines gelamten Hier aufgefiihreen Forjder iiber

"D aber faum
Sdweijers namens Samuel Braun, der auf feinen Habrten, ben Riiftengiirter Iytnausge!ommm. bas
bie fidy bis nadh dem fongo und Angola eritredten, qud fiir unberiifet,
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lagen ble moberne J otid;un ngcd) Liberias, And

Wit Venjamin Anderjon im Jahte 1868 beginnt bf“
¢
wurbe im e 1 lm a geboren, Gr g

%ngen nlelzen fann, biejen Verjud) wegen mangelhajter
v (LR Jrlade, Rasamans eugcden S o
einen Reife er au
mm G’:‘m ng ll\.h.:t:;:eu::i"ﬁ;l\::::l:‘ﬂ'lﬂ 0“"“ tIbet. yitort, das nod) Beute uniibertroffen dajteht ’unb iuﬂ?ci:in
g“ﬁw Rapital fit eine Gel ”M" 9‘? ablolutcn Juverldffigteit und Genauigleit wohl als da
rm\b ¢ Bz Berfilgung Rellten. Urbd ung bes Hinters g pihioacme. t ﬂbn Liberia gelten fann,
e ju ung en. erfon “"“ ein 3‘“5 “- nenglijher Di nn-ﬁat mmiffioner T. I. Alldrid
:?:‘um:‘”"“ :%m'“ ';““ ber "” ten, bie in Wefts ;.0 1001 ein L "‘he Sherbro and its interl;
unte ”Iml !iﬂ“ “»-.:" nbnlon - ?,““.‘a“?nm“ erid)elnen, in bem et feine ielen, wahrend einer 30 fjdhrigen

Umisperiodbe in Gierra Leone unternommenen Reifen, bi
:‘:b'.““m nh ‘ “. l‘t- ba.h“:\'a“n “?::""m’:m‘““‘” thn aud) teilweije in das Hinterland von Liberia Jﬂbttﬂ\e
o L T chge numa; o ‘% ol .:"‘;‘; L:g:!lb‘c;:‘ .G': eent‘{}’d) it'be:‘abet acla,uvbutg, wie wenig man
Auf feben Fa & b . o vl
s en! imanb oo m'“ ntgobmng‘enu'u?t:m °""‘ Die gum Retfe, die A Hiibner tm Jahre 1903 nad

Woporu unternabhm, exgad weniq Iteues, — Hiibners B
:?ﬁ':‘:'{:o:?at et in ."..!'&"‘ o ‘ugrrative o?‘tt:moumey ?mf:! B AR Bran g St;ban uusbmovow ’
to M“""; t:\’t?; Map, ”"""' 1870 "“b"%o‘s‘“ “’ e e:l‘ﬂt:”l 0 :;nlter;ta magg‘ﬁé nge ;ﬁ? Dr. W, BRG
"“'" b Snderlons ’M"mwv' oy fo s syie Hele hurd o’ Sinteany von mB‘:"ﬁ?ﬁ&‘%&"“ -
| iiberhaupt nidt in das Hinterland vorgedrungen fei, ob fanb, YRenn man bie von Dr. Jeller verdffentli
f:";"'a “"’"m':"“’""“e:";‘f“‘ c:!“b’:%e";:b‘;"‘b &“ﬁ&: ﬂumld;nunaen Vol [eft, mug man jtaunen, wie es
mhb g i g &3 M mdd}t Bat, ift sweifellos: Wbethaupt gelungen lit. 0 wei ?u fommen. Obne eige
’benn Son uthubonm iten 1R wir unau ?ctlmt oy Rarawane, fid) volljtd nbi auf bie Giite der Eingeboren
it, baf nod fe ¢in von Wnberjon in &u!ﬂbu . Chicfs verla enb U)m tz ger gu ftellen, brang er in Liberia
pa al 'g“ Unter diejem Baum foll m‘“:' von Gierra Leone aus etn. unb gerabe u einer Jeit, als
ug, @ "m " mit o ;: Daten lll' t °u..§,',m {n 88 im Jnnern bs Lanbes girte und b gtanoo en riids
' m o . 5‘“ :“. N “‘tﬂcnldmmidm gdmlos ibte Grengen voridoben. Voly madte jwar einen
m:' g "'ﬁ‘“ fons Reie h "“‘ g g bet dem Prifidenten in !Dlonwoia, wobei nod) uns
e maren Wnberjons Heljen evenjowenig wie die 'udl derwetfe ber BVerdadht auftaudyte, ¢ et fta ifder
anberer Liberianer, SGepmour und Ald, die eine Erpedition lem Bols toat. Adbes. oin Dedeuventies 1B lgprrcd
bis an bas Hinterland ber Elfenbeintiljte u::et‘iﬂ;:m rm ?tud) l:e“ Guma")a Gb dtl)ttultl‘ﬂgll; ﬂit gpec 'tot;un qes
ammelt, aber was ihm abfolu ¢, waren Grfahrungen
in “‘ nnere ""“"‘W‘ und hat aud "1"‘ ufsel®: iy per sebanblnn der Eingeborenen. Nady allem, was nean

Gtettiner Naturalienjammier Shwei

nungen mm
L e bt e |
cibrias it e Butrtolet Sor Relpet ihen, ol Tob war eine Tide bes Shie {
ausgeriiftet von bewn joo ""“ """"“"“"' “‘ als et ﬂ“f nidt butd) h Hand tetnbtldm th& eborener, :

um e [ eine nidaijtlidye “"W onbern bird) bie Hand rangofen, von beren Crideinen
nte . ‘&Mﬂ- us aus ® € er fo viel erhofft hatte. Bol&’ Reife war jebenfalls der erjte
b‘“ fo M"m" ""‘“ " !!uu . Ciberias b!nmlanb mipen%mi@ au erfdlicken.
"o‘u m fein follte, nidt 8: t fpdter, am 18, April 1908, brady der damalige
it '\% um tigen. 5“"“‘7“ briti d)e neralfonful in Monrovia, Kapt. Braithwaite
ber MQ bem Wanbingo-Plateau 9Raflis, ju einer Reife durd) dag” Hinterland von Liberta

porubringen, m aber, foweit i aus fetnen Anfgeidh qyf. u fe au‘f bie unglaubliditen Gdwierigteiten.
Das Refultat Dbdiefer !letle netiiﬂenmd)te er im ,,ﬁeo-

graphifdhen Journal* XXXV

ie von mir gefiihrte gonbedldn mbetiaaxpebttton,
bie ben Gpepialzwed verfolgte, lebenbe Exemplare bes bda:

wals jagenbha J ?emotbenen wet%flubpie: ¢s nad)y Europa
gu bringen, filhrte durdy die Gebiete bes Duqueaflufjes unb

urd) bas Golahland bis an die englil Brenge bei Jenne.
Xy hatte die Genugtuung, grifere 1olg¢ U erringen,

als wix fe annnefhmen dur en, fet t‘tf t habe idy

cinen Bld in bie tbctlnnli etb& tni nnen, bn
mir jeigte, dbaf das von otd)u le fmiitterlidy
hebanbe te Qiberia \mgeahnte @&ge
n Auftrag band mid) an ein ner!)&untmuhig
!uhm (Beblet aber bies tonnte id) tenteils als erjter
tartographijdy auinehmen, 9}:“() ben Pefjefrieg wurben mir
unnot!mr ene Gdwiert &mten in ben ¥Weg gelegt, aber
hatte ich bic ugiuun bie notgu anglid
nnten Nriegsgebraude nbd bu Go afhleute
Kﬂnbad)teu A Tonnen,, Wuj meinem ‘3 L i gany
Inbe¥mutet auj ein Gtelnm\mument e !le St
Guban gefunben werben,
Und bas Rejultat diejer Foridungen, die jdon beinabe
ein Jahrtaujend vor unjerer Jeitredn un& begannen?
Grunbe genommen ijt es redyt etln{g heute ift bas

’E

Hinterland von Liberia ein weifer Fled auf ber Karte, in
bem punttierte Linien vermutlide Fluflaufe angeben. Hier
liegt ein weites Feld bradh fiir den Forfdhungsreifenden!
/ m ijt fein Steinboben, au‘ bem bie Saat feine Ernte vers
gzlm. im Gegenteil, ein fruditbarer Boben, wo jebes im
hweifie des Ange dm legte Samentdrnden einen reiden
Gmaa btha\m wirb, %ln find grope Uusfidten fiir den
logen, JMubhm Ddurd) bdie @ntbedung nod) unbetannter
ihmem ber °'m°""2; Fauna g ermerben. Dem
Geologen verfpridht die fadgemihe Durdforidung der Hohen:
gﬂgc m Hinterland einen reiden Crirag. Das Feld fiir
en Meogtcvben ift fo qroB, baf ecin eingelner es faum
! bewdftigen fann. Bon jeher waren es Deutfdhe, die aud
; auf bem Gebiet het Foridung in Liberia gute Rejultate au
‘ u‘emnon hatten. Wiige es nun aud) cine bdeutjde
pedition fein, bie, ausqeriijtet wmit den ndtiaen bmsmitteln
endlidh bas Hinterland der Kultur cridylieft.

—— e J
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Die  Grengen von Libela, bdag vijdyen Dder
Liberia englifdyen R‘o?onie Sierva Leone und der rangofi-
y fhen Glfenbeintiifte eine Riiftenlinge von etwa 750
gland und 18§

@in fiie die SutTTTSEE Do Rotonien be-  tm be f, wuxden 1885 mit G
deutfames Greignis vollieht fid) in Ddiefen Tagen | und 1910 mit ‘{}ron!rc% M‘ﬂ:‘%&‘ -
an der Riifte dev , freien und unabbingigen Ne- Abtommen verlor die epith it grofien
publit Liberia”. Der am 5. Deg. von Nordenham | des Dinterlandes, fodafy der Gsefamtflache:

abgegangene Sabeldampfer »Stephan” wird in Ge- | fich heute auf etwa 90 000 tim belduft. Das ipetss.
gemvart der  Kriegaichifie o *Banther” und , Eher* dytbave  Land ijt giemlidy eben und t
mit der Legung der veutidyen §f o b ¢[Monrovia— | dem Jnneren gu allmiblicy terraffenformig an. Ve-
Lome — D ualabeginnen und damit im Anfchlufy Pﬂgli Der Bewobner mufy man unterf

an das fhon beftehende ‘beutfc?c Stabel Gmbden — | fdjen ben aus YAmerita juriidbeforberten
Dtonrovia — Pernambuto (Brafilien) -fir | und deven Nachlommen und ben Ureinwol) 3
wfeve afvitanifden Stolonien eine pour englifchen Nady- | Jahl der exfteren, Die fidy ftoly AmericoLib
id)tcublcn{)t unabhingige Berbindung mit bem | aner nemnen, betrigt taum mebr alg 50,000
Mutterlande berftellen. Bon  Duala aus foll pag | len. Sie wo%nen burcbu? unmittelbar an der Ki
Rabel ma,qud;ft bald nad) Deutidy Siidweftafrita und ihr Ginfluf ift war 30 big 40 Stilometer land-
velingert werden.  Die Berbindurg von | einwirts gedruvgen.  Die ?abl der Ulreimwoly
‘Deut?d{)ftafrita mit Samevun famn im | des Landes wird quf 1, bis2 Millionen gefdhi
friegsfall auf drabtlofem Wege erfolgen, Denn die | unter lzl!en ragt befonders der Stommuy der i
Gntfernung von dem Gndpuntte der o'tafrifanifhen | Neger hervor, il
Sentralbahn bei Rigoma am Tanganita-See bis | Die Lanbeshauptitadt Monrovia zablt etwa
nacd)y Bonga, dem neuy erworbenenen Stiifpuntt am | 8000 Ginmobhner. Gie bietet einen nidyt mec
Sftongo, betriigtquerburdg ﬂjclgifdystm:fo mur 1500 1 erfreulichen Anblid, zeigt uielmc?t eine feltfame

¢

Stilometer. Die politijdye deutung, weldye Monrovia Mifdung von  europi -ameritanifdyer Stultur und
damit alg telegraphifdher Bertehrsfoliifiel fii unfere | afrifanijdyer )Betnad,l&f gung. Die freugen
' amtlichen afritanifdhen Kolonien in per Deutfdyen | fid) nach) ameritani - Mufter durdyweg in m
; eltpolitif erlangt hat, liegt auf ber Hand. Winfeln, aber in ben eingelnen Strafenbl 1
i Die  Negerrepublit Liberia an Der Wefttiifte | fteht nur bier und da ein von meift verwildertem
Ufritas, deren Hauptitadt nady vem amerifanifdhen | Garten umgebenes Hous., Da wifdjen liegen zabl-
Prdfiventen Monroe benannt ift, verdanttibre (Fnt. | reiche total verfallene Ruinen oder nuy halb fertig:
ftebung den in ifrer Ausfithrung villin  verfehlten | geftellte Hiufer., De {dmugigen Strafen find pon
philantbropijchen Beftrebungen der Novoamerttaver. | Untraut uud Geftriipp an vielen Stellen geradegu
Befreite Stlaven aus per lLtiuu wurden feit 1822 | iibermoudert,
oot Der »Ameritanifchen .ﬂ‘olonifutionﬁ:(Befellfd)aft" Den grofien ('frmartungen, weldye man namen
nad) ibvem urfpriinglicyen Deimatland in Weftafrita | in Amerifa auf die GEntwidlung let Negerrepub
guriickgebradyt.  Am 26, Juli 1847  ertlirten fich | fetste, enlfglcd)gn die beutigen Suftinde feinesmege,
Diefe ju einer felbftandigen Mepublif, peren oblfer | Aufs aller eutlidyite hat 'ﬁ gegeiqt, baf der Neger,
vedytliche Anertennung bald darauf guerft von Seiten felbft wenn er fdhon Anfiige au etmer gewrffen Jioi-
Gnglands erfolgte. Die Berfaffung des neu Fobllbc lifation fidy angeeignet bat, mebe und “mebr in den
ten Staatswefens war gang nach dem [Mlujter ver j;;g;pno fritherer Vertommenleit und Unfuitur gu-
nordamerifanijchen 1lnion eigeridytet n ver Spife | viitfinty, fobald er fidy felbft iiberlaffen ift und
fteht ein Prifivent, %m ,;‘nt Seite ein Bi eprifivent” Auffichyt der hiheren weifien Naffe fehit, Jnébefon
und fechd Minifter. Die Gefepgebung wir vongwei | dere die angeborene Trigheit der fgmaram Dhi
taa

e —————

Stammern  beforgt, dem Senat und vem Reprafen- | tommt in allem wieder gum Diechbry uud be
tantenbaus, vie alle vier Jabre erneuert werben, nid)t nur den eingelnen, foudern Dag gefamte
Wablberedytigt find nur Neger. leben. @o haben Ddenn die  befref - _ehemaligen
e Stlaven in ilem neuen Ne er Freibeit nidytd
(Filigeres 3u tun febabt, al§ fid)y bie Ureinwolner
oe$ Landes ju Sflapen du madyen.  Ju Scharen
bringen Dbie Diuptlinge deg aSnueren bie heran-
wadyfende Jugend nady Der Riifte, umfie den freien
Americo-Liberianern gegen Mo ablung gur , Grgie-
bung” gu iiberlafjen, pag Y06 Ddiefer , § linge* ift

WENDEN!
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aber von  Dbem wirfliger Stlaven durdjaus nidyt
verfehieden.

Die politijdyen \?uftﬁnbc in Ddiefer Karvifatur
pon Staatdwefen fpotten jeder BVefdyreibung.

L Jeder  Beamte bejtiehlt die Staatstafie, foweit
irgendwie miglic). Je hiherder Rang, defto quifer
 Der Diebftahl ftaatlidher Gelder. Daber die ftandige

- Rleiver, getvodnete Fifhe ufw. Die  Ausfu

Geloverlegenbeit. 1871 wurde etne Anleihe von
100,000 Bfund Sterling aufgeaommen, 1906 cine
weitere in gleichem Vetvage. Dad exftemal erhielt
Dag Land mu 27,000 Pfund in bar, das gweitemal
30000, Der Neft beftand in  Warenlieferung, bei
weldyer das Yand auferordentlich itbervorteilt wurde.
Die mapgebenven Stellen erhielten eben ihre hole
Provifion und trugen infolgeb?ﬁen feinevlei Vedenten,
Dem andewdie  Jinsverpflidhtung fite den vollen
Nominalbetrag der Unlethen aufgubiivden. Sudem
bachte man ja qar wiht an eine ve elmafige
;inéfal)lung. Die nidht begahlten Jinfen der erften
VUnlethe beliefen fic lnll)m& nidyt weniger alg 185007
Phund Sterling! Jweds griindlicher Sanierung der

inangen wurde im Oftober 1911 eine neue Ans
icibe im Nominalbetrage von 10 Millionen Mart auf:
genontmen. Als Sidjerheit murden dafiie die Follein-
fiinfte  verpfandet wund die Anfficht hieviiber etner
internationalen Stommiffion itberteagen, der Deutfh-
land, England, Frantreid), und Ddie Bereinigten
Staaten angebhoren.

Dev Hanbdel des Landes, der fidy jabelich anf
etwa 10 Willionen  Mart  belinjt, liegt faft gang
indeutidhen Hinden Jur Ginfubr gelangen
namentlih Mets, Vaummwollwaren, Tabaf, ‘fcrtigc

v be-
flebt tn Stautichut, Palmbernen und Palmil, iafja-
naZafem, (lfenbein wnd vor allem dem befannten
Ui eria-Rgﬁee. Bon den 378 Edyiffen, die im Ja-
hre 1910 Wonrovia anliefen, waven 230 dentfdye.
Yteuerdingd ift den Hanbelhaujern die Anlage von
Fattoreien im Jnneven ded Landes geftattet worden.
éﬂ magen gur Jeit etwa 100 Guropder im Lande
fein, Davunter 76 '.Dcutfc%’]. Die  Amtsfpradhe im
Lanbde ift bad Gnglifhe. Whiingen, Mafe und Ge-

- widyte find von ben Wereinigten Staaten itbernommen.

Ueber dle  Sulturguftande in  Liberia gibt ein
Beridht bes  betannten  Stolonialpolititers Paul
Nobhrbad), der vor wenigen ochen WMonvovia
befudyte, in der |, Tiglichen ?Runblid)au“ jur Geniige
Uuffchlufy. Danad) waren gwei  liberianifdhe  Offi-
iere  angetlagt, Graujamfeiten gegen eingeborene

duptlinge begangen gu haben. Daviiber hatte fid)
natiiclich feine liberianifdye Vehorde aufgereqt, aber
bas englifdhe GJouvernement von Sierva Leone bes
hauptete, Die betvepfenden Hiuptlinge hatten nidht
g Liberia, fonoern gu  Sierra Leone gehort. Die

efhuldigung lautete dabin, die beiden Df{l?im
htten dew etnen ibver Dgfet erft ein Glied fetnes
Sovperd  abgefchnitten und den  Wann dann ge
poungen, o8 felbjt gu vergehren. Dem anderen g{ci

- Die Bruft  gedffuet und das  Hery Hevausgeriffen

worden.  Da  England  Aburteilung verlangte, fo
mufite eine  Gerichtdverhandlung ftattfinden. Dev

 libevianifhe  Staatdamwalt wagte gar nidyt, das

Werbredhen gu beftveiten, fondern vedete allerlei wm

- bie Sache berum. Dabei argumentierte er etwa ol

g
I

au veljprechung unter unge
Roltes) ’

endermafen: Die Offigiere feien tapfere Liberianer,
ﬂe hatten  gubem  Frauen und  Kinder und feien
endlidh mit bedeutenden Familien des Landes ver
wandt. Dad Nejultat der Berganblung war denn

envem  Jubel bes

Ungefidyts devartiger Juftinde mufs man fidhy dod
cllenn%n:?tcﬂ Die Frage vorlegen, ob ein ,Staat*,
in dem derartige D uge moglich find, nod? ldnger
mnt, Mitglicd der  BVilferre wemein

dhaft ju
g
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Nr. vom 191

I'SS. Maugham, 11, ¢ | I'he Republie of Liberia. 299 S, 1 K.
in 1 :3Mill, 37 Abb. London 1920, G. ATTe™x Unwin 1Ltd
Die Einzelabschnitte befassen sieh mit de; Landesbeschreibung,
der ersten Einwanderung, der Grindung und Verfassung der Re-
publik, der Wirtschaft, den Plantagenerzeugnissen und der Vieh-
haltung sowie der Ein- und Ausfubr und den Finanzen, deren
Kontrolle den Vereinigten Staaten Jetzt allein untersteht.  Die
Bevolkerung wird auf nur 600 000--700 000 Eingeborene geschiitzt,
Ausfithrlich ist die Fauna behandelt, kiirzer die Flora, Die Ein-
geborenen gehiren den vier Stimmen Kru, Gola, Alopesse oder
Kipwesi und Mandingo an, iiber deren Sitten und Gebriuche wir
unterrichtet werden.  Nach Behandlung der Missionen, Schulen
und o6ffentlichen Einrichtungen wird noch auf das Klima eingegangen
und die tiglichen Beobachtungen von Hoehst- und Tiefsttemperatur
und Regenfall fir 1913 von Mt Darelay mitgeteilt, die das typische
Bild des Tropenklimas zeigen. F. Klute,
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Sharpe, A.: The hinterland of Liberia, (G. J. LV. 1920 8 980 f \
bis 306, 4 Tof. mit 10 ABH. K M Y H00600)) ,:‘ )
] rgiebigen Olpalmwiildern kommen Mahagoni und 7 }
Hart or r. Die gute Bevilkerung ist ziemlich dicht nnd f
Divef 1000 | ohnern und mohr sind nicht selten. Kegol §
ehhttten und quadratische Hiitten kommen nebeneinander vor, und
| im frar hen Gebiot d Fedwiille um die Dirfor
n | | vird angebaut und von den Bingeborenen selbst
D | ( Ziwor efant und Flufipferd be c
} Verf TR ieht trotz mehrerer Versuehe Das Land ist '
| \ rl d I na | W kii F, |
.




