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Geisteskrankheiten in Japan,
Nach einer Darstellung des Direktors des Aoyama-
Krankenhauses in Tokyo Dr. Saito haben in Japan wie
in allen Kulturstaaten die Geisteskrankheiten in  den
letzten  Jahrzehnten eince  schnelle  Zupahme orfabren,
Wiihrend man friher in der Geisteskrankheit cioe  Strafe
der Gotter erblickte und die Kranken wie Verbrecher
behandelte, die man cinsperrte, band oder in Kisen legte,
und wibrend mao in Halluzinationen Gottercrseheinungen
vor sich haben glaubte, hat man vor etwa vierzig
Jahren in Japan angefangen, den Wahnsinn als wive K
Krankheit anzuschen und den Kranken verounfiiyg zu
behandeln. Trotzdem ist die Zalidl der Keanken stetig ge
wachsen, lm Jahre 1860 gab es etwa achtundzwanzig Kranke
unter hunderttausend Menschen, 1884 schoun sechsundvierzig,
nach dem Kriege mit China bereits siebzig, heute nicht
weniger als neanzig. Wilnend es 1900 in Tokyo vier, in
Kyoto drei, in Oseka zwei und soust noch ecinige kleinere
Irrenanstalten gab, haben jetzt Tokyo neun, Kyoto, Osaka
upd andere Plitze zusammen mehr als zcho  Kraoken-
hiuser fir Geisteskranke. Auf Anregung von Dr. Saito,
der seine Stadien von 1899 bis 1904 in Deutschlaad,
Kogland und Frankeeich gemacht hat, sind anf dea  Uni
versititen psychische, metaphysische und medizinische The-
rapic und in den Irrenanstalten uwl  verwandten
Krankenhdusern moderne und zweckentsprechende Behand
lungsarten ecingefihet worden. Was die verschiedeuen
Geisteskraukheiten anlaongt, so kommt Dementin praccox
in Japan etwa ebenso hiutig vor, wic in den Vercinigten
Staaten. Demeuntia paranoia, Alkohol- und senilee Wahn- |
sinn sind in Japan seltencr, mania insanity, demeaotia)
paresis und Neurasthenie hivfiger, als in den Vereinigen
Staaten,
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Lungenpest und Freoktyphus In Japan,

Die  Luogenpestaad «dere Plocktyphus machen in
l'okyo und Umgegend roissende Fortschritte, und es stellt
gloh heraus, dass die BehOrdenwind die Presse nicht richtig
gehandelt haben, Denn wihbrend in den Militirschulen
soit  Wochen Plakate aovgesohlagen gewesen sind, auf
denen die Zoglloge gewarnt wurden, eine Anzahl infizler
ter Bezirke zu betroton, hat die Presse die Gefahr ver-
gchwiogon, Der mit Lungenpoest infizlerte Bezirk der
Prifoktur Chiba grenzt unmittelbar an Tokyo, wie
Hohtneberg an Berlin oder Altona an Hamburg., Jetat
wird bokannt, dass hier in der unmittelbaren Nihe
lokyos boereits siebzig Kille von Luogenpest vorge-
kommen sind, wihrend bisher nur ein Fall zugegeben
war, Als dieselbe Pest vor einigen Jahren in der
Mandschurel wiitete, verhohnte die Tokyoer Presse
Jdic  schmutzigen  Chinesen*, bel denen 80 etwas
vorkommen kinne. Das japanische Volk ist aber
in sanithror Hoziohung noch ghozlich ignorant und auch
die Behorden haben noch nicht das nitige Ver-
antwortungsgefiihl und den Mut, rechtzeitig zu bekennen,
i was um s0 noOtigor gowesen wire, woll die Tokyoer
lodustrie-Ausstollung  zahlreiche  Bosucher aus allen
Landesteilen anlookt. Die kaiserlichen und prinzlichen
Paliiste sind  abgesperrt; o8 wird Niomand ohne iratliche
Untersuchung olngelassen. Dia  Ausstellung wird von
punan selbstverstindlich nur sohr schwach besuoht werdon,
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' /ful, Syphus- und Sefarlady-Gpidemie

P T A .,
Qondon, dben 16. ©eptember.

Nadh Depefdien aus Javan qreift in Totio bie
Rubre und loc%- ibemie um fidh und werden
aud) Halle bon Thpbusficber pergeidmet, Der étab-
fifdye Ghefundbeitsdienit ber japanifcier Sauptitabdt
teilt mit, daf fid am pergangenen 2 180

dlle Mubr, 456 Tuphusfieberfalle, fomie pmwet Ers

|

ranfungen an Scav d ereignefen. ©eitbem wird
eine taglidhe Bunabme boit J,e 80 Fdllen Nubr und
Sdariad und 10 Typhusfieberidlien pergeidmet,
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A STRANGE DISEASE.

BAFFLING EPIDEMICS IN
JAPAN.

A sovere epidemio of u_]_:_i_lI_u-lvl_p_vun‘kugyl\\u,,#
disease, at fhst mislakenly diagnosed as
AOUTE “Theningitls and later as ' sleepy wick-
ness,” has been prevalent in Japan during
the last few months, Many deaths have
heen veported to the Health Organisation
of the League of Nations by the Japanese
Health Service in Tokye.

The most remarkable facts aboul this new
disense arve its very high fatality rate (80
per cent), the suddenness of the attack,
and the rapidity with which it develops,
death taking place within five to ten days.
Most of the persons affected were over fifty
yeurs of age. A bacteriological examination
of suitable cultures failed to reveal sus
pielous micro-organisms, but injections in
tabbite produced fever after an incubation
period of two or three days, paralysis of the
Lind legs alter three to flve days, soon|

ollowed by death, morbidity being very |

high. '
\ may be added that the summer had

hoen unusually dry and that the u-pidemia
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has declined sinea the coming of the ral
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The Public's Health
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diseases afflict the greatest imag-
able losses to humanity, Their
eflect is more terrific than the devas
tation of natural visitations, Accord-

O

wadng to a recent investigation by the

Osaka Sanitary Laboratory, 34 citi
zens per 100 are constantly suffering
from ailments of some sort or other.
On the average, one citizen is ill for
three weeks in the center of the city,
while in the suburbs he is ill for five
weeks, The total number of days are
put at 19,752,569, which are 054,116
years, The report of the British

Board of Health for last year states
that the numbey of days on which the
British people suffer from ill health
reaches 25,000,000 weeks, which are
48,770 vears, This means that nearly
500,000 people are prevented from
working for a year, wasting their
money for medicine,

Mortality is said to be very high
in Japan, especially in the cities, It
is necessary to provide means for
medical advice for every citizen so
that it may be within easy reach, A
Deputy Mayor of Osaka who lately
returned from an inspection tour
through Europe and America says that
even so small a city as Copenhagen,
the population of which does not ex
ceed 700,000, has public hospitals with
more than 40,000 heds, while the City
of Osaka has barely 3,000 beds, al
though it has more than 2,000,000 in
hahitants, and also that the
not widely used because of the great
expense, Perhaps this is answerable

|

» beds are |

for the long period of illness \u-lly
as for the high mortality, It dith
cult to determine the necessary num
ber of heds, but statistics regarding

mortality afford useful information
Let M represent the mortality per
1,000 inhabitants and let N stand for
the number of patients for one year,
While P is the percentage of patients
under medical treatment in hospital
and then the necessary number of
beds will he MXNxS-+385 <P, 8
the day of illness, A comparison of
the actual number of beds with the
result of this arithmetical caleulations
shows that the hospital provisi
every Japanese city are defect
In addition to these sanitar a
ures, there are two things calling for
attention, One is the question refer
ring to medical practitioners, while
the other is connected with citizens

n

These two questions must go together
with publiec medical provisions for the

maintenance of good health, Aside
from the question relating to medical
practitioners, citizens are requested
to have sound knowledge in regard
to sanitary and hygienic measures, be.
cause these are very important for
their physical welfare., The before-
mentioned report of the British|
Board of Health attributes ill health
to the carelessness of citizgens regard-
‘hm sanitary and hygienie provisions,
saying that the health authorities ean
not be responsible for their careless-
pness. The citizens of Osaka are most-
by suffering from slight indisposi
tions on account of colds as well as
from diseases of the digestive organs
It appears that a slight indisposition
caused by cold is a simple question,
yet truly it covers a wide field of
medical research, from which it may
he clearly seen how complieated arve
serigus cases, The medical question
which refers to the home life of in-
dividuals is fundamental.

With regand to ill health connected
with the digestive organs, the authori-
ties concerned have power only to con
trol the ecooking of food, its sale,
gtoring, the production of foodstuffs
and their transportation, but it does
not and can not extend to its con
sumption by individuals, which is a
matter to be taken care of Ly them-
selves, The City of New York has
e¢stablished inspection stations every
where to exercise control over the
gale and cooking of food This is no
doubt effective, but such a system is
etill defective in Japun. It ix desived

that the competent suthorities be un
sparing in their efforts for the con
trol of food in all fields of production,
¢ooking and =0 on We advise eiti
%zens to acquire useful knowledge con
eérning the chemical examination of
their food.

The report above referred to points
out that one of the ecause of il
health is probably smoke, This is al
80 the case with Osaka. In some
cities of other ecountrie manufae
turers are not permitted to have fac
tories and their inhabitants are not
allowed to uwe any coal other than an
thraeite, London and New York pride
themselves on heing cities of good
health, but the ecities of Japan have
numerous things to aceomplish before
they reach such a state of heall
We must exert our best endeavg
for the promotion of
selves,

our

|
|
|
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INSANTTY PATIENTS |
NCREASING RAPID

\Poverty Forces Many Cases To
Accept Charity——Extension
of Asylums Necessitated

Insane persons under public care in

Japan have been showing a rapid in-

crease during the last few years,

Asylums, sanatoriums and. hogpitals

for the insane are now filled to
capacity and the city authoritieg of
Mokyoe are hurrying the construetion
of an addition to the Matsuzawa Hos-
more pa

e e — b
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pital to accommodate 160
vients. Another addition to necommo-
date B00 will be constructed next year,
Prevailing business depregsion and
unemployment are pelieved to be the
reasons for the rapid increase, For
merly demented persons were usually
cared for by the members of their
familles, but the growing hardness of
the times has lead to hundreds of poor
families being forced to turn such
churges over Lo publie institutions.
The spplications for free care and
yreatment for insane persons have been
increasing at the rate of more than
100 annually.

The Negishi Hospital, the Aoyama
Insane Hospital, the Hoyoin and the
Mameldo Insane Hospital, all institu-
tions for the care of the mentally dig-
cased, are already overcrowded, The
Matsuzawa Hospital, a prufm'turul in-
stitution, can now accommodate 260
paying patients and 450 non-paying
ones, but it is also crowded, It has,
however, sufficient ground for large
additions and has thus been gelecte
to meat the tmergency. /

i
i
|




909

Hamburgisches
Welt-Wirtschafts -Archiv

N#» 19908

l HERE IN YEAR
f' HAVE HIT 5,65, PEOPLE

Three Persons in Thousand
Aﬁectod-TWenty Three Per
Cent of Patients Died

— -

Epidemi, cases jn Tokyo so far this
Year have been oﬁicl’u”y set at 5,662,
T three in every 1,000 Persong, accord.-
ing to the latest figures Published by
the city health “uthoritieg, The deaths

Typhoid fevep heads the Jige with
1959 patients, op about 25 per cent of
the tota] Number, Ipn order come dysen-
tery with 1800 batients, scarlet feyep
With 1,345, dyphtheria with 1,053, para-
typhus with 168 and xh-epinu sickness
with 4j, Meningitig caused the high.
¢85t death pyte eight oyt of every ten
patientg dying, and scarlet fevep the

lowest, with only three deaths
l('vcry hundrc*d patients,

o DI
RRTY 1929,
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N2 3
Sapans Volks-
gejundheit bedroht

Von unferem Vextreter
R. S. Totio, Gnde Juli

@eit dem Militaraufftand bded 26, Februar
werden in Japan die Schattenfeiten der fogialen
@Entwidlung ded Lanbed offener ald je didtutiert,
Qor allem find Heer und Marine beunrubigt und
fprechen offentlich von Dingen, dle man noch big
por turjem nidht gern jugeaeben bitte,

Die unbefriedigende Gntwidhung der BVoltds
aefundheit fpielt dbabei eine aroRe Rolle, Dad
Heer, bad bidher nur ftoly parauf BHinguoeifen
pileate, bafy die Nirpergrope der Japaner von
Jahraehnt ju Jabhraehnt jugenonmen habe, fah
fih veranlaht, die GErgebniffe ber Unterfuchung
ber Militardienftpilidhtigen betanntaugeben, Diefe
g:zlm fprechen eine ernfte Spradhe. Wihrend im
Nahreddurdidnitt 19221926 bie Jabl der Dienite
witanalidhen 25 Progent aller Stellungdpilichtigen
betragen batte — fdhon beim Bergleich mit efts
{idhen Landern eine aufierovdentlich hohe Jahl -—,
ftieg fle im Durdhichnitt der Jahre 19271932 auf
3 Projent unp 1935 erreichte der Projents
fag dber Dienfruntangliden 40 Pros
jent ! Die ungiinftigiten Eracbniffe betrajen nicht
mir fiberfiillte ®rofjiddte wie Ofata und Totio,
fonbern aud vie famtlichen Nordoft-Provingen, in
benen fich die dyronifche Notlage der Bauerndaft
befonderd sugefpipt bat. Dort waren foqar 46 Pros
yent alfer Stellungdpilidhtiaen dienftuntauglidy!

Am meiften tft vi¢ Tubertulofe verants
wortlid), Wahrend 1899 nur 2 Projent der unters
fudten Dienftpifidhtigen tubertuldd waren, find &8
peute volle 20 Progent, Biele jeigen die Symptome
erft nadh einiger Jeit ded militarijchen Dienftes,
o tommt eé, baf eine grofe Jahl lugor japas
nifder @olbaten von den Truppen in Mandfdme
fuo alé trant in ble Heimat entlaffen twird,
wovon neun Jehntel tubertuldsd find. Jn gang
Japan foll ble Jabl ber in Behandlung befinds
fiden by, ber ald folche nadhgewiefenen
Tudbertulofen1,2 Millionen
WMenfdhen befragen, b b ein Fiinfyigftel dex
(defamibevlterung. Wber die Jahi berjenigen, bel
penen ble Strantheit, wie im Falle der Militdre
pilidbtigen, nur burch Jufall feftgeftelit wird, ift
um ein Vielfades bHober. Tubertulofe foll ftart
pafily verantwortlich fein, daf nach der lauten
ftlage bes Warineminijterd ber Gefundheitds
juftand der jungen Miitter fid fo ftart bere
idledbtere und daf die Sterblichleit von Miittern
und Saualingen neuerdingd wieder fehr pugenoms
men bat. YWufjallend ift audh der ftarte Projentiay
lungentranter ®¥ rauen, die nad) vier- oder
finfjabriger Arbeit in ben Tertilbetrieben wieder
auf paé Land juriictehren, Der hobe Grad der
Lungentrantheit gerade unter diefen ift mit dafile
perantwortlich, daf diefe fritheren Arbeiterinnen
auf bem Lambe weniger gern geheiratet werben,

Nudy bei Shultindern geigt fih forts
pauernde Verfdlehterung der Gefunbdheit, Neben
pem vergroperten Wacdhdtum, dad houptiadlidy
durd vermebrien Sport und durd weitgehende
@inflihrung dex europiifchen Sipweife verurfadt
ift, aeigen alle anbderen Wadystumajattoren beuts
liche Rerfdylechterung. Das durdidnittliche Korpers
gewicht unp der Brujtumiang der finder hHaben
abgenonumen; der Juftand bex “Jiabne und bie

9-A -

Suryfidtiateit, in der Japan (hon lange einen
Q}}eltre!orb hat, verjchlechiern fich immer mehr. Je
[anger die @chulseit der finber dauert, defto mc%:.
nimmt der Projentiap der Shwachen und Krantern
L, und am Hhodyjten ift ex bei den Studenten, !
Die Schule felbft ift, wie ber Erzichunpds
minifter im Sampi um feine Reformplane felbft
jugeqeben Dat, ftart mitberantwortlich fiir bdie
unbefriedigende  Voltdgefundbheit. Nirgend s
in dber Welt werden Kinber und
Jugendlidhe foiiberanftrengt wie in.

Sapan Nirgendd ift die Jahl der Unterrichtds
ftunben fo Hoch wie hier, o bid in die Hochften
Rlajfen hinauf etwa die Halfte ber Jeit auf dad
Grlernen  bed Lefend und Schreibend bon
Taufenden fomplizierter Schriftzeichen inefis
fhen Urfprungd veriwandt werden muf,

Der frithzeitige Beginn ber Arbeitdzeit in
unhygienifchen Fabriten und in den S}teiefﬁmvfen‘
per Lanbwirtfhaft ift ein gweiter Faltor.
Meiftend werben bdie Sinber fdhon mit wolf
Sahren aud der Schule entlaffen, aber oft miiffen
fie fchon in ber @chulzeit, alfo mit nodh jiingeren
Sabhren, hart mitarbeiten, Lange Urbeitds
gettiftinder japanifdhen Wirtfdhaft
bie Meqgel Hreie Sonntage find in ben
metften Fallen unbefannt, und bie Hygiene laft
fotwohl im Wohnen tie in dber Kleibung bei den
Maffen bes Wolted mnoch immer zu iviinfhen
fibrig. Pei allebem Hat die Beanfpruchung ber
Bapaner mit Wrbeit, mit Lernen, und bei dben
Mannern mit militarifhem und Halbmilitiaris
fdem Drill in ben legten Jahren ded Kampfed
um ben nationafen Auftried ftart ugenommen.

Wor allem aberift bieBVoltderndahrung
fm groffen undb gangen heute nod fo
unjureidhend wie je. Die Duantitit jum
®atteffen mag in den meiften Fillen vorhanben
fein, aber da fie vorwiegend aud Neid, und 3iwar
aud poliertem, vitaminlofem Reid bejteht, ift fie
qualitativ bei ber iiberwiegenben Mebrheit bed
Wolted nach modbernen wiffenfdaftlichen Urteilen
ungureichend,

Sritifh etngeftellte Japaner fragen fid) mit
Mecht, ob bdie fo Deftig bidfutierte Frage ber
@daffung eined Gefunbdheitdminifteriumd und
ble udjiedelung iiberfliiffiger ftadtifder irjte
auf bad Land, bdie iweitere BWerbreitung bed
@portd und bie qgeplante Verlingerung bder
@chulzeit um el Jahre eine Lofung ded immer
prennender  werbenben  Gefundheitdproblems
bringen tonnen. Sicher iff, daf biefe Vorfdlige
nur bie Oberflache der Aufgabe ftreifen. Solange
in Japan feine qrunbdblegenbde Agrars
reformbieBWerbefferungberPebends
paltung ber Bauernfdaft, bie immer
nodh) bdie Hélfte bder japanifchen Wevdlterung
audmacht, Berbeifithrt, und folange filr bie
ftavtifche Wevilferung reine breit angelegte
fostale Meform im Sinne der weftlichen Staaten
eingefithrt wird, ift mit grundlegender Befferung
ber Woltdgefunbheit faum u rechnen. G8 fragt
% febr, ob fiir beide Meformen im tommenbden

bget geniigenbe Mittel bereitgejtellt werben
tonnen. ¥iird exfte foll bad Webhrbubget ben
Worrang vor allen anderen Aufgaben behalten,

e s
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PUBLIC HEALTH IN_JAPAN.

Some astonishing figures are issued in a survey by
the Army and Home Office of the health of the Japanese
people. We presume the results of this survey are
correct. but feel that they must be taken with reserve.
The most surprising statement is that the average length
of life in Japan is forty-four years for males and forty-
six for females. This denotes a high rate of infant
mortality which is estimated to be double that of
Western countries and is possibly exclusive of the
deaths of unregistered infants. The ratio of deaths
from tuberculosis is stated to be 19.3 per thousand.
The typhus fever death rate is also very high, namely,
ciehteen times that of Great Britain. Eighty per cent.
of Japanese farmers are said to be affected by intestinal

Signatur

parasites (worms). The surprising statement is made,
in this survey, that health conditions in Japan are
growing steadily worse; and this at a ime when health
conditions are improving in nearly all other countries.

We arrive at the conclusion that this state of affairs is
resultant on over-crowding in the cities and over-
population throughout the country. allied to a low
standard of nutrition amongst the agricultural classes.
In view of the foregoing the dietetic conclusions of Pro-
fessor Saiki are interesting. The Professor is a director
of the Imperial Government Institute for Nutrition at
Tokyo; he has been engaged for some long time in
assessing the number of calories used up n various
forms of work and in different trades and professions

I'he scarcity of food supplies in Japan has led to this
series of experiments and no herb or vegetation has been

left uninvestigated. The snowdrop provides a useful
food in its bulb, and grasshoppers are shown to be more
nourishing than fish. Dr. Saiki comes 10 the conclusion
that a Japanese workman can be adequately fed on
three meals a day. for the equivalent of twopence; and
that he obtains, for that sum, more varied and nutritious
food than the American or British workman
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The physical status of the new
i generation in this country is degrading

disproportionately to the increasing
popularity of sports, Japanese enthus-
lasm for every branch of athletic
pastime was never more eloquently
endorsed than during the Olympic
Games. The fact that the physical
condition of the nation's young men
is weakening has been shown with
disquieting conviction by the statistics
recently prepared by the War Office
medical bureau,

t One of the startling revelations was

& that of the wide prevalence of tuber-

culosis among primary school teachers,

not to mention the general state of
health of their pupils, Statistics pre-
Fel pared by the Education Ministry also

x show that annually between 450 and 500

@& .1 Japanese primary school teachers fall

g prey to tuberculosis. If the doctors'

PR B saying holds truth that there are 10

living consumptives to every new death

by that disease, the figures would in-

o dicate that more than 2 per cent of

X the country's 240,000 primary school

4 Instructors are afMicted by the White

¥ Plague. - Furthermore, as the figures
; are based on official reports to the

" Government, in which naturally every

effort is made to present the most pre-

"~ sentable complexion, it would be logical

4 to assume that the actual degree of

% incidence is far greater,

i Whenever a primary gchool teacher

g s is diagnosed as suffering from pulmon-

¥ ol ary consumption, Government regula-

B tions call for his immediate resigna-

3 tion, in return for which a small

13 amount of compensation is paid. It is

L5 ol needless to say that teachers are

g reluctant to resign under such cir-

A cumstances,

By The Education Ministry reportedly is
planning to build health centers for
consumptive teachers. It has been un-

] officlally revealed that a five-year pla

for this purpose has been drafted.
Because of the acute nature o
social problem, the step deserves

3 vigorous prodding than words

f"f‘ mendation. !
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MUCH OF DYSENTERY
. LAID'TO FISH, CAKE

Type of Food Eaten Blamed for
Prevalence of Disease in
This Country

The widespread eating of raw fish
and bean-paste cakes is thought to be
the principal cause of the enormous
dysentery rate in Japan, some 50 times
the rate of the United States, 30 times
that of England and 700 times that of
France, according to Professor Takeo
Tamiya, of Tokyo Imperial University
and an authority on infectious dis-
ecases. One person out of 140 here had
dysentry in 1935. This is all the more
noticeable in view of Japan's excel-
lent showing in most other infectious
diseases, he said.

Laboratory tests at the institute for
Infectious Diseases, Shiba Ward, have
shown that dysentry bacilli thrive on
raw fish, the number increasing with
extreme rapidity at summer tempera-
tures, Their presence in cakes is
much discussed, Tests have not yet
been carried out. Some maintain cakes
are a high source of germs; some that
they are not., Some claim that the
germs thrive on the surface, of the
cakes and others ho'd with equal fervor
the belief that the germs multiply on
the interior, Experiments will be car~
ried out at the institute in the near
future,

Whenever cakes and candies have
been examined, they have been found
to be very rich in microbe life.

Recent examinations of restaurant
and waiting-house cooks, serving girls
and others who handle cakes and raw
fish served to guests and customers
have shown that some 3000 of the
the 300000 such persons investigated
in Tokyo annually are carriers of dy-
sentery.

Vaceine Too Strong

Although there is a highly effective
vaccine for dysentery, the reacton on
the patient is so severe that it is not
suitable for practical use, said Profes-
sor Tamiya. While weaker effective
vace nes are being sought, small pill-
like tablets are given out by the city
authorities to be taken orally. This
method, recognized as temporary has
produced no remarkable declines in
the number of cases. Though a com-
parison of a group of immunized per-
sons injected with anti-typhoid serum
with an unimmunized group shows but
a 10th the number of cases, a like com-
parison in the case of oral dysentery
immunization shows only a drop of
two-thirds. As the persons who give
their children oral vaccination are
probably more careful about eat ng ha-
bits than other parents, the whole dif-
ference may be due that. Therefore

there is no indicatigh that oral vaccina-
tion can be copsidered effective,

-

2 ;

The dysentery curve in Tokyo is al-
most a temperature curve, continued
Professor Tamiya. If a few hot days
come in June, the dysentery curve
shows a corresponding hump; if a few
days in the normally hot high-dysen-
\axx months of July and August are
cool, the dysentery curve shows a cor-
responding dip, When days are warm,
it is explained people begin to eat raw
fish and cakes and drink cold water.
Though the germs have been found to
live on raw fish at temperatures be-
low 59 degrees Fahrenheit, they do
not begin to multiply greatly until the
temperature reaches 68 degrees. At
Just below 86 degrees, or in the neigh-
borhood of Japan's summer tempera-
itlt;n. they increase with extreme rapid-

Japan Not Infected

Some believe, continued Dr. Tamiya,
that Japan is an infected country, but
that belief is disproved in his opinion
by of the great increase of dysentery
in other countries during wars and at
times of natural catastrophes. The
dysentery rate in Germany increased

approximately 10 times during the
World War, he pointed out.

Japan compares favorably with other

countries in the rate of other com-
mon infectious diseases. The 2.38 cases
per 10000 of population for scarlet fe-
ver is far superior to England’s 258, the
United States’ 1982, Germany's 1691,
Denmark's 2112 and France's 4.55.
Dyptheria has increased in Japan 10
times in 12 years, however, while it
increased by one and a half times in
England and the United States. The
amount of scarlet fever has increased
enormously in all major countries dur-
ing the same period, he pointed out,
because no effective method of vaccina-
tion has yet been found.

Vaccination in Tokyo is being at-
tempted on a large scale, but although
carried out for nearly two years there
has been no remarkable decrease in
the number of cases.

Japan compares favorably also in the
case of diptheria, its rate of 407 per-
10000 being a third that of England,
a fifth that of Germany, one and a
third that of the United States and ap-
proximately the same as that of France.
Again, from 1923 to 1935 the number of
cases increased two and a half times.
Cases in the United States dropped to
a third in the period, but in England
they increased one and a half times
and in Germany by four times.
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3 City Discases
Diptheria and scarlet fever are the
most serious of the four so-called
clvilization diseases, said Dr Tamiya,
dnd their great incregse here may be
attributed to the grm\'th of large cities.
Figures show that almost half of the
cases of these two diseases in Japan
are found in the six large cities.
Vacecination 18 the only pmc\i(‘u\
method for large scale control of
diptheria emphasized Professor Ta-
miya, In Tokyo, where the dipthe-
ria rate rose from 482 to 10 28 between
1927 and 1933, it dropped to 6.7 in 1036
and nm)rnxunnu‘lv 48 in 1936 and ap-
prox'\mnu-ly 48 in 1037, once vaceina-
tion was begun. As the danger point
of diptheria is between three an
seven years of age, and as a vaccina-
tion is good for at least two years, one
vaccination covers most of the danger
period. he sa ., The effectiveness of
the vaccination is shown more thor-
oughly by the fact that whereas be-
fore 1921 60 per cent of the diptheria
cases were children below seven years
of age, at the present time only 30
per cent of the patients are children of
that age level. '

The effectiveness of the inoculations
against typhoid fever is shown by the
fact that in Tokyo in 1936, of the 1,929,~
832 people inoculated, there were but
69 cases, whereas in the city as a
whole there were 2107 cases. Annu-
ally a third of the people of Tokyo are
inoculated, he continued, adding that
the practice is to reinoculate each per=
son once a year, although it is rec-
ognized that effectiveness lasts for
three years.

Japan's typhoid rate is not so favor-
able, itg 554 cases per 10,000 popu'a-
tion being 25 times that of England,
three times that of the United States,

B it
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" 12 times that of Germany and two-
- thirds that of Italy ”
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OFFICIALS T0 URGE
STERILIZATION LAW

& T e Y
Health Ministry Bureau to Seek
Rule Applying to Congenit-
ally Insane

Compulsory sterilization of the insane
and ¢ Tegamination
of” those” about 14 be married will be
sought next year by the eugenics bu-
veau of the newly formed alth Mia-
istry, » Pendi :
sary laws, the bureau will begin a
nationwide campaign for voluntary
pre-marriage tests and set up labora-
tories for the tesung ultimately of more
than 550,0.0 couples a year.

Establishment of a ¥500,000 labora-
tory for researc) in mental diseases,
at which the causes of insanity will be
studied, is being planned for next year.
Though final approval of the labora-
tory plan has yet to be obtained, it is
expected 1o be started next year for
completion by 1941, The laboratory
program will require an annual expen-
ditare of ¥1,000,000

A thorough mental examination of
every Japanese is also sought for next
year, an official of the bureau told a
representative of The Trans-Pacific,
It would be followed by an annual
examination of tiose aged six and 15
The first age 1s that at which heredi-
tary insanity first becomes apparent.
The second is that at which insanity
usually actually develops.

The fourth point of the program is

a hospital-building plan which will en~

able hospitalization of all of Japan's

more than 90,000 insane in a lU-year
period.

Compulsory sterilization of the con-
genitally insane would involve some
1,000 persons in the first year, the offi-
cial estimated. Lesser numbers would
be involved in each succeeding year,
Sterilization would be carried out at
all ages, but not before 15, the age
at which the type of insanity can be
established. Those whose insanity is
found curable would not be sterilized.
Under present plans, sterilization would
be compulsory, requiring neither the
consent of the patient, nor of his
parents,

The projected laboratory, which wil]
be located in Tokyo, will include de-
partments for research of cancer of
the brain. divisions of psychology and
psychiatry, a dispensary and child gui-
dance, pre-natal and pre-marriage cli-
nics where advise will be given and
examinations  conducted, Primary
school teachers will be given courses
at the clinic to enable them to dis-
tinguish insanity in young children.

Almost all of the insanity in Japan
not due to hereditary causes is the re-
sult of syphilis, said the official. One-
fourth of the insanity in this country
results from syphilis and about two-
thirds from hereditary causes.

It is felt that parents with tuber-
culosis or syphilis procure children
with a susceptibility to insanity, Be-
cause of the high rate of tuberculosis
in this country and the high rate of
syphilitic insanity, pre-marriage tests
for tuberculosis and syphilis are con-
sidered especially important, The fact
that 1,500,0000 Japanese are classed as
feebleminded indicates the necessity
mental tests for those about to max
the official emphasized. He said
the pre-marriage tests will j
physical, medical, insanity ar
mindedness examinations,
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VERNMENT SEEKS o

it

T STERILIZATION. DATA

&wspects of Diet Bill Seen in
Information Campaign
Being Conducted

Government officials are making a
careful scientific check of data having
to do with the hereditary aspects of
insanity with a view to possible pres«
entation of a sterilizaticn bill to the
Diet in its next session, according to
the Chugai Shogyo.

Before the last Diet session there
were recurrent reports that some such
bill would be presented, not on bhehalf
of the Government, but by Diet mem-
bers. Meanwhile the Welfare Ministry's
cugenics section kept its ear to the
ground for what little public senti-
ment was stirred up by prospects of
the bill. Apparently there was no
widespread reaction to the idea of
sterilizing the congenitally insane, One
physician of the Metropo'itan Police
Board is said to oppose the idea on the
ground that mental diseases are not
hereditary and are responsive to treat-
ment,

Welfare Ministry officials have asked
all psychopathic hospitals in the coun-
try to co-operate in preparing case
histories of patients, Likewise, Profes-
sor Sukeyuki Uchimura, of Tokyo Im-
perial University and director of the
Matsuzawa insane asylum, has been
asked to give aid

Similar appeals addressed to the
Japan Medical Congress brought quick
action. At a meeting of the congress
in Kyoto last week, the medical scien-
tists voted to give a!l assistance to the
Government,

The Japan Psychopathic and Neu-
rological Society, reporled to be an
afMliate of the congress, will take the
lead in preparing data for the Gov-
ernment, The society wiil take no stand
on the measure but will collect all
possible information to aid in forming
opinions,

A central organization of 10 psychis
trists and neurologists has been‘for
ed to carry out the task. Member
this organization include Professor
chikuro Uematsu, of Keio Uni
and Professor Naomi Araki, off Chiba
Medical University,

1 4. April 1029
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(OPPONENTS HOLD UP

STERILIZATION TALK

Racial Hygiene Council Forced
to Postpone Next Meeting
Indefinitely

The Racial Hygiene Council, set up
by the Welfare Ministry, has been un-

able to contiiue its discussion_of com-

pulsory sterilization of the mentally
mr”lmm‘ZM'ﬁ’M:cﬁ' it began
April 22, because of increasing opposi-
tion to sterilization on the part of a
number of experts, some of whom are
members of the council,

Among the opponents, Says the
Yomiuri, are Dr. Junii Kaneko, of the
medical affairs section of the Metro-
politan Police Board; Dr. Jinichi Kiku-
chi, psychiutri:st of the Tokyo District
Criminal Court; Dr. Katsuro Narita,
of the Juvenile Court, and Dr. Shige-
yuki Komine, Dr. Joshiro Goto, Dr.
Takanori lkeda and Dr. Hideya Nara-
bayashi, private pructiliuncr.s‘.

Their various reasons for opposing
compulsory sterilization have been
compiled for Dr. Kaneko to lay before
the council at its next meeting. It is
because of the intensity of the opposi=
tion that the Welfare Ministry has
postponed indefinitely the council’s dis-
cussions. It hopes meanwhile to do
something 1o moderate it

Kancko Outspoken

Dr. Kaneko is the most outspoken of
the opponents, who have been agitating
since Dr. Hisomu Nagai, now dean of
the medical school of Taihoku Imperial
University, launched the sterilization
movement a few years ago. Because
of this, the Welfare Ministry did not
name him a member of the Racial
Hygiene Couneil, though he is so pro-
minent in the field of eugenics that it
had to permit him to attend meetings
ag an observer.

His main objection, according to the
Yomiuri, is that knowledge about here-
dity still is so dubious that it would be
criminal to compel men and women 1o
submit to sterilization on the basis of
it. But he is prepared to indirect the
eterilization plan on 24 counts, includ-
ing:

1. It is not clear beyond all doubt
that mental diseases are transmitted by
heredity.

2 It is difficult to ascertain whether
a given mental disease will be trans=
mitted to posterity

3. The mentally deranged have been
known to improve through environ=
mental conditioning and to show In-
creased social adaptability

4 Legislation of sterilization would
tend to increase marriages among the
|.4m'mml|y deranged

5. Statitics show that the potentigfly
deranged are decreasing

To convince the cound il, he pptns 1o

cite cases within his owng®

during the past dozen Yy
g I ;,w*

19. Mai 1938
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| He found that tomatoes contain so
NAITO SEEKS BASIS e aryie contng soeme,

but a slight amount of the vitamin C

\ ingredient in an hour and estimated
h 4 \ that it would take three or four days
3 \ to destroy the effectiveness of the vita-

min C of the tomato, The vitamin C
effectiveness in cucumber and egg
plant became lost in approximately 10
minutes, his laboratory tests showed

il i i B

Action of Enzyme in Causing

$taleness Studied by Local Studies by other men showed that
cantaloupe, green peas, onions, Spi-

Research Worker nach and watermelons, all of which

& keep their vitamin C nutritive value

: . long after exposure to air, are like
Weary husbands who complain of  ige lacking in this oxidizing enzyme
stale salads and cold-storage vegetables Two problems now face Mr. Naito.
have a friend in Mr. Hiroshi Naito, of He must either find a way of prevent-
the Institute of Physical and Chem cal ing air from reaching the vegetable or

he must nullify the action of the oxi-

Sl . e i st il s -

Regearch, who reporte 1 at this week's

: : he H dizing enzyme. As oxygen pervades
se al science pariey ¢ J n S
emi-annuai s Qe pariey a the O even the interior of fﬂmls, ]”""W'““L{
go institution on res reh work to de< the exterior is not sufficient, he told a

vegetables and fruits loge T¢ presentative of The Trans-} cific.
Dipping the vegetable in acid
almost any acid—is an excellent way,
but unfortunately it ruins the taste of
the food, he said sadly

termine why
freshness
The first alm of his study is knowl
edge of how vegetables lose vitamin C,
highly important anti-scurvy compon:
ent It has long been known that
tomatoes ward off glaleness for some
£¥ time (staleness being distinct from de
: cay) and maintain their vitamin C
under , difficult conditions Oanned and vegetables when exposed to air,
tomatoes are almost as nutritious as scientists want to discover how it is

Little is known of this oxidizing en-
zyme, and in order to find a way to
deaden its action and prevent deterio-
ration of the nutritiousress of fruits

SIS N

"?? fresh ones, while most other ca ned scientists want to discover how it is
:‘% fruits and vegetables lack most of formed, what it is compo. ed of, how
! il* their origical vitamin value it acts and what sort of things influ-
' Mr. Nalto wondered about this. The ence is action

recently discovered oxidizing agent,
ascorbic acid oxidase, which promotes
oxidization of vitamin C, thug destroy-
ing its value, gave him a clew He
knew that most vegetables and fruits
left in the alr, where there is an
abundance of oxygen, soon lose their
freshness. He knew that heating pri-
motes ox dation Why not | vestigate
tomatoes and find out if they have
little of this oxidizing agent and
cucumbers and gy plant which be-
come stale rapidly, to sce if they con
tain much? His experiments showed
his suspicions to be true
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Japon bekdmpft Ruesfidiiighelt

Folge bes H3I.Bejudyes
Tolio, 16. September.

Afs die 81 bltlcr-mmnb- rer nad tollo
famen und den veridiedenen tnijterien !ﬂ
abLtuttmn wunberten [ Mc Japaner ba:
bai feiner Dber jungen
Das madyte Dejonbets out bic Beamten des
Hungss und Des [fahrtsminifteriums t‘h
Gindrud, Sie eniidio cn &‘gt‘:mt pen Sampf
egen Das Uebel der in 30 n ou-
tarft aufjunehmen, nn man 31 icpcu
gcnbﬂll}nt antreten [dft, bann find unter ihn en

mm?c 20 mummm Es Dat fid 'uur
daf; die ja d)e nd in 'hr*x
gen t S.mlu
tor "e lidhe
wohl nidt naanm): ihre
tend jdled)ter.
:' filhrt das juriid auf ein falidhes Unters
tid)t o em und auf dle BVerwendung m tieiner
m Jeitungs: und Bu rud. Hiex M man
ben omx pund anieae ofy in Diefem Dlonat
mirb in Sapan ein ampitag cgen die Rurge
ﬂ teit"' burdmiuhn werden, as ryiehungss
tlum wird die Beleudiun ulrdume
mdcucm uitd ben Sdiitern Se g unb LeLe\mm-
pidt erteifen laffen unter ausbrididem
auf vie Erfahrungen, bie in Deutidhland auj diefem
{et bereits onmcgm SRR

LY e
16. Sep 1938
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” 1100 feet, while in Tokyo the average
M,N,STRY SURVEYS was less than 500 feet, An outstanding
record of 6,000 feet was set by one
exceptionally sturdy resident,
Fukuoka and Saitama revealed young
- i people with only average intelligence,
but in the ind

PN | il S8 L

ustrial and business gec-
d tions of Tokyo and Osaka cities, moun-
tain areas of Akita and fishing villages
Intelligence Also Tested in Ex- of Ehime Prefecture were youths wiit
| fon of P superior mental abilities, Osaka had
dmination o Youn‘ .opl. the most logical brains, while Akita

In 8 Prof.otlp excelled in spiritual perseverance.

Pl possess

R . ma was most prevalent in
kuoka, with 36.8 per cent of those in
mro:“!:, :,';‘:,‘::;uhf n:":nd the strong- the 19-year-olq category victims, Akita,
oot wﬂl.pow'r while those 'n Osaks Ishikawa, Ehime, Tokyo and Osaka fol-
have the hllho'n powers of l'“-c pove lowed according to order, The lowest
din g percentage was in Shizuoka and Sai-
cording to a health and intelligence tama, is less than § per cent for all ages
prefecuner iy conducted in eight investigated. Responsibility for the high
prefectures, the results of which were degree in Fukuoka is laid to the coal
announced on Dec, 19 during a meeting mines in the prefecture. In Akita, 9:5
at the Welfare Ministry of (he dom. per cent of one-year-old infanu'ure
mittee formed recently to prepare g afflicted
Vo | °F tational phyical educe.  Sflcted. four-year-old child that
: was found weighed about 49.3 pounds,
The prefectures included Tokyo, which is almost as much as the thinnest
Osaka, Sa'tama, Shizuoka, Akita, Ishi- 19-year-old, who was 513 pounds.
xewa. Ehime and Fukuoka and the Welfare Minister Koichi Kido told
survey covered an examination of 20, the conferees, according to Domei:
T47 persons in the fAge groups of one, “As you know, a nation's physical
two. four, eight, 12, 16 and 19, Domei strength is the foundation of its ac-
tivities in every field, which is the
reason all countries attach particular
attention to this problem. In order to
attain our purpose of establishing

WS g > s e M it
i Nt T R i B s i i

In T;kyo and Osaka cities, the per-
centage of tubercular disecase among
those 16-year old is low, but the per-
Svatage among those in the 19-yoar-  sogce In the Far East, Japan must in-
ﬁ&&“ﬂ;’h."‘ﬁct"ﬂ?'ﬁmﬁ youths  Crease s o o Yuprayy it
In perfect health are attracted to met- pl:“y'l T - ) lon's health
ropolitan areas from country regions Improvement in the nation’s ela
at the age of 16 and evidently become gennot be achieved in a “hofn lt ";:‘
vietims of the disease because of less This is the reason Why we feel the
healthy conditions. In the eight pre- necessity for adopting a funda'mental
fectures, the percentage of tubercu- Frogram. Control of the natlon’s phy-
losia among those two years old is 38, .‘l“l w"m'“"" l}’:w?cﬁd .at:n;ﬂtn(;can.;
Yolle that for 10-year-olds is 509, In  of raising the physic :
Tokyo and Osaka Prefectures, the hope all you members of the committee
chest girth of more than 30 po; cent Will give full consideration to n:adp-
Is below normal. In Akita, fewer than uate eystem to be adopted. /
6 per cent are below normal,

In Akita, 16-year-old youths hopped
on one foot an average distance of
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New Education Vice-Minister’s First Order
Is for Schools to Improve Health Standard

Mak'ng his first offic’al pronounce- mediately a health consultat'on office,
ment as Education Vice-Min'ster in the | available to stulents at all times,

Hiranuma Cabinet, Mr. Hidehiko Ishi-
guro on Jan, 10 ins'ru 1

4. Sanitary facilities at dormitories
be improved and expanded, and
should give proper hygiene in-

‘es her schools
‘fa‘!ﬂ*‘}o‘ngiom" this year, according |structions to dormitory occupants.

(0 Domel,

5. Frequent health lectures should

C'ting the annual student death rate | be given during assembly

of 55 per 1000, as revealel by the
Ishiguro announced six new regula-

6. mmmmdnm-
M'nistry’s latest survey, Vice-Minister |th committees shou'd be

In addition to the student

tions to be followed by the higher edu- | death rate, Mr. Ishiguro revealed that
cational institutions hereafter (o ele- |59 students out of eviry 1,000 are

vate the genera! health standard, =4
They follow:

; “work
because of poor health and that 31

1. Physical examimtm‘m are obliged to take leaves of absence

lating students in the
earried ‘

ranging from two months to a year for

out“much more carefully and|the same reason. Consumption and
thoroughly than in the pait and must | other respiratory diseases account for

inelu's X-ray examinations,
2. In addit'on to regular annual | X

most of these cases, he

¢

-ruy examinations in the woriginal

health examinations, midyear and in- checkup will be an important innova-
termediate physical checkups should be | tion, thcrefore, he said, as X.ray

made,

3. Each school ghould establish im- W‘ylcum is aware

plates detect consumgption in
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| BABIES" DEATH- RATE HIGH

‘ Hirose Alarmed When Told 1 out of
! 7 Born in Honjo Ward Die
L

Welfare Minister Hisatada Hirogse wag
greatly alarmed over the death rate of
1 bables in Tokyo, the Nichi Nichi says
at a physical examination of babies held
in a Honjo Ward school on July 25
The physiciang there told the Minis-
ter that in Honjo Ward one out of every
even births results in death during in-
‘ fancy. Last year 1097 died out of the
1,640 born, a rate of 1435 per cent.
According to the investigations con-
ducted so far, Edogawa Ward had the
‘ highest percentage, 369, of sickly
bies, followed by Azabu and shi-
kawa Wards, both with 29 pep®cent in

( poor health
.
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PRESIDENT NAMED
BY HEALTH SOCIETY

Princess Chichibu Chosen for
Honorary Post by Anti-Tuber-
culosis Association

The Tuberculosis Prevention Asso-
ciation, which wa organized recently,
decided at its meeting of directors on
Aug. 29 at the Japan Industrial Club
to appoint Princess Chichibu as jts
honorary president accor ‘ing to Domei,
The appointment will be made some
time between September 15 and 20.

The meeting was attended by Wel-
fare Minister Hisatada Hirose, president
of the association, Mr. Seihin Ikeda,
former Commerce and Industry Min-
ister, ani Dr. Torasaburo Araki, Privy
Councilor, hoth vice-presidents, and
Mr. Fumihide Okada, director-general,

The directors also decided to launch
immediately a large-scale campaign

al, EMW il mong the enter.
M‘t un-ertak°n by the organ-
ization are the investigation and gtudy
of prevention of tuberculosis, for which
¥65,000 will be spent; the establishment
of a tuberculosis study institute and
sanatoria at cost of ¥390,000; guidance
of preventive measures, for which
¥75,000 will be expended; establishment
of model districts for prevention of
tuberculosis at an annual expenditure
of ¥300,000 and training of prevention
officials at a cost of ¥50,000,

The association is expected to receive
an annual State subsidy of ¥500.000
and is expected to secure ¥500,000 from
interest on ¥15,000000 to be raised by
public contribution,

Of the ¥15,000,000 to be raised by con-
tribution, ¥8.000,000 is expected to come
from Tokyo, ¥3,500.000 from Osaka, ¥1,.
250,000 from Kobe, ¥1,250.000 from Na-
goya, ¥250,000 from Kyoto and ¥750.000
from other districts,

The Welfare Ministry is planning to
have visiting nurses to encourage
sanitation n homes, reports the Miva-
ko. The Ministry will also conduct
a drive for the instalation of flush
toilets in an effort to combat the rise
of dysomery cases,

It has been found but by the Ministry
according (0 a pecent survey that the
number of dysentery cases in this
country has almost doubled since 1934,
In that year, a tota] of 42952 cases
were recorded. The total rose to 48,968
cases the next year, ¢l mbed to 52075
"o fo'lowing year and then leaped to
78,289 cases in 1937 Last year’s figure
was 80,221,

Shanghai is to be declared another
center of the dissemination of cholera
germs, reports Domei. This will“mean
tRaY starting Immediately goods and
persons from that city, not excluding

386 -

A Woodsung, will be carefully examined,

on order of the Welfare Mlnistry; All
foods shipped from that city will be
disinfected, while passengers and mem-
bers of ships' crews will be urgei to
take vaccinations against the disease,
The medical authorities will also en-
courage the submission of excreta for
examination in order that not a single
germ carrier may land in this coun-
try.

Shanghai will not be the first place
to be so designated, as Canton and
Hainan Island have already been put
on the list of places considered dan-
gerous. On May 21, the day after the
two places were officially marked out
for strict surveillance, Hongkong was
also thus designated.

In Shanghai, the first case of cholera
was reported on June 7. Since then
more and more patients have been re-
ported almost daily. Toward the end
of last month, more than 10 persons
a day have been reported with cho-
lera-like symptoms. More than 200 pa-
tients now are under close observa-
tion.

The capital has had 231 cases of llet'p-i,

ing sickness in the past month, reports
the Nichi Nichi. Although the disease
was slow in getting started, it seems to
be spreading quite rapidly, for on Aug.
3 74 new pases were reported to
the authorities, Some 89 persons, most-
ly children, have succumbed to Ih)/
epidemic, ’
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Das Japanische Wohlfahrtsministe-

! rium hat™eine Ulitersuchung {iber den
' Gesundheitszustand und die
korpertiche Beschaffenheif von 2,7 Mill,

Jugendlichen im Alter von 14 bis

i 24 Jahren durchgefithrt, von denen
i 700000 oder rund 27 das Pridikat
normal erhielten, Der Prozentsalz war
am héchsten bei den gewéhnlichen

Schulen, wo er etwa 65 % betrug. An

‘ zweiter Stelle folgten die Universiti-
ten mit 40 "o, dann die Mittelschulen

mit 27 %% und die Fabriken, Biiro-/

g betriebe usw, mit 259/, 4
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