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The Royal Commission's plan for the triple
division of the mandated territory of Pulmﬂu
into a Jewish State, an Arab State, and a British
mandated ‘area is now being subjected to the
eritical serutiny by different
bodies, Arab, Jewish, and international. On
Friday the Secri) ary of Stare for the CoLoNies
laid it before the most important of them all-—
the Permanent Mandates Commission of the
‘ of Nations, He put the case for the
Government, who have mm‘z
ple, in a statement the main
have been published. In this he
t

‘

out that, while the Permanent Mandates
Commission is only authorized by thoCoun:i.l
must
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' W | the Mizrachi or Orthodox Zionists, who are
represented by nearly a sixth of the 450

delegates, will oppose it on religious grounds,
The more advanced wing of Jewish Labour is
also hostile to partition; and although the
Revisionists will not be represented ut the Con-
gress their hostility to any scheme that does not
provide for an all-Jewish Palestine may affect
some of the rival groups.  Another line of
leavage may also become manifest at Ziirich,

e Jews of America, who have been the chief

ntributors to Zionist funds, and their sup-
in Western Europe seem op

principle to any division of * Eretz Israel”
In' those Central and East European countries
where the political and economic situation of the
Jewish minority is already appallingly bad and
may grow worse, partition will not be.so readily
condemned. It offers the younger generation
of Jews in those countries a hope of escape from
an impossible environment. It offers Jewry as

a whole the supreme moral satisfaction of the
establishment of a Jewish sovereign State, in

the land to which Jews have looked longingly
since the Babylonian captivity. Both these
advantages were put to a meeting of Zionists
yesterday by Dr. WeizmMANN in a charac-
teristically statesmanlike speech.  THEODOR
Herzt, who convened the first Zionist Congress
mmuo.migmhnmpudmhan

There remain the Arabs of Palestine, divided
into two mutually hostile organizations but for
the nonce united in opposition to the Royal
Commission’s plan. The Higher Arab Com-
mittee, which is led by the MUFTI of JERUSALEM,

has sent delegates to Geneva who have submitted
a memorandum to the Mandates Commission. -

1t i described by our League Correspondent as
‘& “ purely negative and uncompromising docu-
“ment couched in terms that can contribute
“ nothing to & settlement,” Nothing better can
be expected of Has AMIN and his group, and
although he has lost some prestige by sitting as
a self-constituted prisoner near the Mosgue of

Omar, he has not lost enough for his rivals of

the National Defence Party to utter the mildest
‘public approval of the Royal Commission's plan.
But under the surface much Arab opinion in
Palestine remains confused and uncertain; the
diehards are most vocal, but they can only repeat
claims which neither the League of Nations nor
His Marsty's Government could tolerate.
Partition still holds the field as the only visible
and practical solution of the Palestinian dead-
Jock, and it will be surprising if Geneva can
discover a better, Meanwhile British public
opinion, which deserves attention, is not in the
least likely to put up with a return to a system
that has been tried and found wanting.
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The League and Palestine. P

There appears 16 be 4 [endenty 1o believe that the
British Government is retreating from the position
it took up in the recent White Paper on Palestine,
that it is inclined to bow its head before the storm
of criticism on the Partition proposals. The belief
is a delusion. Unless Arabs and Zionists them-
selves are to evolve such a reconciliatory plan as
would convince all the world of its superiority to the
Partition plan, the Government will ride the storm,

Tactfully, yet quite resolutely, the Colonial Secre-
tary last week unfolded the Government’s mind to
the Permanent Mandates Commission. The road t
Partition is not a short one: no informed perso(
supposed the contrary. The plan is not one merely
le escape from an intolerable mess, but to construct
on firm foundations for the future,

The immediate procedure is for the Mandates Com-
mittee to make an interim report to the Council of
the League, which will then pronounce in principle
on Partition. That done, the Government will draw
up a definite scheme, which scheme is to be con-
sidered by the Parliament that reserved i:; right

| of judgment. Then, and necessarily after so
negotiation, will come the setting up of a ary
! Commission for Palestine.
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; AT Avaber bleiben bei ihren Fordevungen.

i I dllerbund, _
Gy Staive, 27. fuguft. Tie aus Genf ju foheen Wit

glicher ber arabijchen Delegation Paliftinas  bhaber nach einer
Deldung ans Jerufalem mebhreren Peefjevertretecn eine ilnters

vedung gewdbet, n der fie fiber ihre @indrilde in ®enf jpraden,

@ie ertideten, dak England aweifellos dben Teifungsplan unvers

dnbert durchjufehen gedente. Ter arabijche Wideritand er’u

werbe jedoch bavor  nicht beeinflufit werben. Van bereite bdie

@ntfenbung ciner gemijten, qus Mohammedaneyn und Eheiften

beftehenden Abordnung vor, unt die Probleme bed heiligen Lanbes

nodimiald vor den Wdlterbund ju bringen. Man bhabe nidits gegen

cine Stonfereny mit den Jubden, allerdings mur unter ber Vors

ausfegung, bdap bie Jubden vorher folgende arabifdie

Foxberunqgen anecfennen: Ginjtellung ber jiibijhen Gine

| wanberung: Serbot bed Verlanfs arabijchen Grund und Bodend an

- Quben; Bitbung einer national-arabijehen Regieeung Palditinas A




