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developed upon the right lines.

will
itWoval from troops who are dearer
| toffm than life, g {

Field-Mars W eissdelu@ssiaee® o .y ono |
knows, gained great renown as a fighting leader |
in the last war, and there was no other gencral |
who came out of that war with a higher reputa-
tion.  As General Officer Commanding-in-
‘Chief at Aldérshot he also won the admiration
of the Army for his capacity  in “trainihg
and handling troops. Aldershot, in his days,
became a model camp and the joy of professional |
soldiers. He surrounded himself with capablo |
leaders and Staff officers, and not only brought |
his troops to a high degree of efficiency, but al:n |
made his officers ‘& band of brothers, and
established good comradeship between ali arms
and all ranks. Aldershot, then, was a happy
family indeed. To his.command at Aldershot
Sir John French is entitled to look back with
the happiness born of good work well done.

As Ynspector-General of the Forces Sir
John French had the good fortune to be
able to extend to the whole Army at
home the principles, and practices of Alder-
shot. Indefatigable and persistent, he tra-
velled all over the country and extended
his tours on one occasion to Canada and passed
Canada’s Militia in review. He was well
served by his staff whiloe Inspector-General,
and during the whole of this period the Army
made steady progress in field craft and in
readiness for war.
= Sir John French’s work during the last two
yvears since he succeeded Field-Marshal ILord
Nicholson as Chief of the Imperial ‘General Staft
is naturally much less well known to the public,
for much of the work has been of a confidential
character, including his service upon the
Defence Committee. Work in an office chair,
counsel in place of action, immersion in high
affairs of State, and last, but not least, con- |
tinual contact with politicians and their arts,’|
have perhaps not proved quite so congenial
to the ex-colonel of Cavalry as the pldasant
labours in the field of his two previous appoint-
ments. But he has stuck to Eis work gamely,
and under him the General Staff has gradually
Sir John
French’s great advantage has been his frank
and soldier-like character, his charm of manner,
and, above all, his devotion to his profession
and his passion for fighting. He may not
regret the War Office overmuch, but what he

regret, if indeed he is compelled to regret
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YHE BRITISH COMMANDER. |

The dppomtment of  Field-|
Marshal to com-
mand the British expedit»ionary
force, if confirmed, will be as
popular with the general public as
with the army. As a cavalry officer
Sir John French has proved his
ability rapidly to sum up a situa-
tion and then to strike immediate-
ly with all the force at his com-
mand. Not only is Sir John
French a dashing cavalry = officer,
but he has shown, notably in the
South African War, that he is a
strategist who can bring much
practical experience to bear upon
the great problem of conserving his
power.,  Moreover, the British
commander has had ample oppor-
tunity of making himself acquaint-
ed with the administrative side of
an army, so that he was obviously
the officer upon whom the choice
would immediately fall for such an
undertaking as the one reported.
It is not likely that we shall re-
ceive telegraphic information as to
Sir John French’s staff, but the
personnel is of vital importance,
in a scheme, which, if indeed realiz-

ed, will have had no equal since th
days of Waterloo.
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General Srend

Die Wadhricht, dah ver englijhe General Fren &, beffen RifdhiH
erft im Marg b. I. gemeldet wurde, fich jetit im frangdfijehen Hauptd
quartier befindet, durfte nidht itberrajchen, ift er e3 bod) getvejert, bey
unermiidlic) dem franzofijchen Revandegedanten in England lebendig
erfalten hat und der winaudgefett fitr ein militirijcdhes Jujammentvirfery
Franfreichd und Englandd Stimmung ju madjent. berjuchte. Gerade
feine haufigen Reifen nad) Franfreich und feine offentundige Arbeit mit
den franzdfijdhen militarijhen Autoritiiten Hatten dem Geriicht von dey
englijd-franzdfifden Militarfonbention den feften Untergrund gegebem;
pi3 im englifhen Unterhausd der Minifter fie beftimmt in Abrede ftellte]

G3 ift betannt, dap fid) General Frend feinen Ruhm im Batrens
friege Polte, und daf man in England gang auperordentlich viel bml
jhm erivartet. Um fo groperem Critaunen begegnete dafher feinerseit dic
Meldbung feined Ritctivittes. Hatte e8 doch immer geheipen, paf Frend
bad Sommando dtber die ,Invafiondarmee” erhalten twiirde, falld fid)
Gngland entjdlichen follte, fidh in einen Feftlandatrieq su bertviceln,
Qun ift diefer lange befprochene Krieg da, und General Frend ift fogIeidi
Wwieber auf feinem Poften, und Awar aui dex Seite dever, fitr die ev fidh
immer eingefet bat,.

der im franzdfifhen faupiguartier cingctroffen ift,
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DAILLE MILITAIRE FOR
SIR J. FRENCH.

GENERAL HEADQUART%§;MABCH 4.

Sir John French was this afternoon presented
by General Delacroix, late Commander-in-Chief
of the French Army, with the Médaille Militaire,
the h:.gl]lanest French military honour obtainable.
Sir Joi French is the only Englishman on
whom it has ever been bestowed, and King
Albert of Belgium is the only other foreigner
who holds it.

Afterwards General Delacroix presented
Generals Sir James Willcocks, of the Indian
Army, Sir E. Allenby, and Sir W. Pulteney
with the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour,

-expressing to each the French Government's

appreciation of the services he had rendered.
Leuter.
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| The award of the Médaille Militaire, the
highest honour in the French Army, to Sir
John ¥rench, ennounced in The Times of
March G, was formally gazettod last nighi as

follows i—
War Ofice, Masch 14,

The President of the French Republic has, wilh
the approval of his Majesty the King, bestowed the
decoration ** Médaille Militaire ” on  Field-Marshal
Sir Johm Denton Pinkstone French, G.C.B., O.M.,
G.C.V.0., H.C.M.G., Colonel, 19th (Queen Alexandra’s
Own Royal) Hussars, Cclonel-in-Chicf, the Roya
Irish Regiment, and Commanding-in-Chief the British
Army in the Field, in recognition of his most dis:

tinguished service on the Continents /
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/* A PROTRACTED WAR.”

SIR JOHN FRENCH ON
HIS MEANING.

MEN AND MUNITIONS.

In reply to a correspondent of Thr' 7‘zmrv who

|
-
|
{
|
|
|

meaning of the term “ a protracted war’

in an interview which hes appeared in a number

of French and English newspapers), the Field-
0

Marshel srates :—
vmwbvnﬂwmglg@pendﬂ en-

“The protracti
tirely upon the supply of men and munitions. |
Should these be unsatisfactory, the war will
be accordingly prolonged. I dwelt emphatically
on the need for munitions in the interview to
which you refer.”
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SIR J. FRENCH’S BELIEF

THE NEED FOR MUNITIONS.

PARIS, MarcH 22. .

A correspondent of the Havas Agency, who
has been making a tour of the British fron,
gives the following account of an interview
he has had with Field-Marshal Sir John
‘French :— ;

You have [he said] visited our soldiers in'the
trenches, and you have thus been able to see
that the damp, foggy winter has in no way
damped their good humour and cheeriness.
It is a rough war, this, but the problem it sets
is a comparatively simple one—munitions, more
munitions, always more munitions. That is the
essential question, the governing condition of
- all progress, of every leap forward. Everybody
needs plenty of munitions, but the Germans
need them even more than we. I have the
fecling that for some time now they have been
becoming more sparing of their shells. There
is no longer the squandering there was at the
beginning. They are economizing. They are
feeling the lack of the nitrates required for the
manufacture of explosives.

Nor is the moral of their troops any longer
what it was. One can divine their weariness
and lassitude. They made all their calculations
for a lightning victory. The plan collapsed
and the state of mind of their troops is suffering
accordingly.

Moreover, their economic difficulties at home
are becoming every day more serious. Doubt-
less the Germans are still along way from famine
but they are hampered. That is a good deal,
and I do not believe in a protracted war.

Spring has come in well for the Allies. The
French Army, in whose praise there is nothing
more to be said, is in excellent form and very
| well provided with the means of action. It is
showing it daily. The Russians have just
occupied Memel and have again entered Eastern
Prussia, which Imperial proclamations have
seemed to depict as definitely free from all
danger of invasion, In the Dardanelles several
forts have been reduced. In such difficult
enterpriges losses are inevitable, and we must
not be surprised at them.

The essential thing is final success, whether
we are considering the Straits, the Franco-
Belgian front, or the Russian front, and I
myself, and all those here, are convinced tha
at the end of these*hard months of war, de
victory awai —Reuter.
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Eine

Zg Bon der dweijerijden Grenge, 23. Mirz. (Telege.)
$avas meldet aus Paris: Der Bertreter der Havas-
agentur an Dder engliffen Front wurde gejtern abend von
Feldmarfdall Frend eg;angen. Der Mar{dall eiipfing
den Berireter in einem groBen on, deffen eingiges Mibel aus
einem madtigen Tijd) bejtand, auf dem Karten ausgebreitet
waren. Frend), deffen Antlily den Ausdrud einer hervorragenden
Crergie geigt, [Gft beim die groublawen Augen lebhaft
und durdhdringend auf den BVejudjer Hajten. Der Marjdall er-
fldrte dem Bejudper: :

Gie haben unfere Goldaten in ihren Sdiifengriben befudt und
Baben feftjtelfen fomnen, daf fie in dem nebeligen und feudhten Wetter
nidts an Humor und Frd eit verforen haben. Diefer Krieg ift ein
raufer RKrieg, und dody ift jein Problem relativ einfad): Munition, |
nodmals Munition und immer wieder Munition! Das
ift die me&:ntll@c ﬁ‘t%&, Die Sebinsnn% eines jeden Fort-
fdrittes. Alles braudyt viel nifion, aber die Deutjdhen — umd
bier werden die Augen des Marfdialls lebhafter — braudien nod) mebr
als wir, Jd) habe das Gefiihl, dah fie in der leten Jeit damit fpar-
amer n‘mreben, nidyt mehr jo verihmwenderijh wie am Anfang. Der

angel an Galpeter beginnt jidh bei ihnen fiihlbar 3u maden.
Aucy die Moral ihrer Truppen bat gelitten. Man fpridht, daf fie miide

nd. Alles bei ihnen mwar auf einen plogliden Sieg berechnet, Diefer
fan ijt gefdyeitert, und darunter [leidet der Geift der Truppen. Tm
Jnnern Deutidlands werden die wirtjdhaftliden
Sdwierigteiten von Tag zu Tag grofer. Gewif find die
Deutidien nod) weit von einer Hungersnot entfernt. Aber fie find doch
bebindert, das ijt jdhon viel =

Der Marfdhall fiigte mit Nadydeud Hingu, er glaube nidt
aneinenlangen Srieg. (Uha!) Nady einem Lurzen Augen-
blid des Glilljdyweigens fuhr der Marfdall fort:

Der Friibling fiindigt fidy fiir bie Verbiindeten gut an. Die fran-
30fifde Urmee, die iiber jedes Lob erhaben ijt, befindet fid) in
ausgegeidneter Berfaffung und ift reidhlih mit allem Notwendigen
verfeben. Das beweift fie tdglid). Die Rujjen Dhaben Memel befft
und befinden fid) neuerdings in OftpreuBen, von dem man nad
den faiferlihen Kundmadjungen anmehmen fonnte, daB es fiir immer
von jedem Cinbrud) gejchiiht fei. In den Dardanellen find mehrere
Forts um Shweigen gebradht. Werlujte find bei einem fo {dwierigen
ilnternehmen unausbleiblih. Wir find davon nidht iiberrajht. Wefent-
fidy ift bas Endergebnis. Mag es fih nun um die Meerenge, um die
frangdfijd-belgijhe Front, oder um die ruffifhe Front handeln, jo find
wic iiberjeugt, i) und alle, dic fid) Hier befinden, daf uns am Shufje
diefer Darten SKriegsmonate der Sieg ermartet. - .

[Man tann 3u diefen Fuperungen des Marfdalls Frend) nur
bemerfen, daf es fiir uns redt erfreulid ift, wie (dhlecht der
britifhe Dberbefehlshaber fid) unterridhtet zeigt. Cr bhat otrenbar
nidts davon gehdrt, baf der Reidjstag unferer Regierung foeben
das Ctidftoffmonopol bewilligt hat und daB in Deutjhland Sal-
peter in beliebigen Mengen bergeftellt wird. Cr fdheint aud) nicht
gelefen gu haben, baf bie englijfen Bldtter voll der VAnerfennung
ind iiber die Wiberftandstraft unjever Truppen, deren die ehifade

rmadyt der Cnglinder nidt SHerr u werden vermodyte, und
er baut nad) wie vor trof der das Gegenteil befundenden Beridhte
Neutvaler und trof der Unleihegeihnung von neun Milliarden
auf unfere wirtjdaftlichen Sdwierigteiten. Cr weif nidht, dak
Meentel befreit und OftpreuBen wieder prompt von den Rujfen ge-
faubert worden ift, und er mup fidh von der Times bdariiber be-
lehren laffen, daf die vermeintlid) ,3um Gdweigen gebradyien”
Forts der Dardanellen redht unangenehm weiter feuern. lins fann
es redht fein, daB Marjdall Frend) fo {dleht unterrichtet ift. Was
‘aber die Giegeszuverfidt angebt, jo wird er Poffentlidh bald u

der Crienninis gefiihrt werden, daB er aud) damit auf dem Ho
Juege war.] 3 ‘J
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of a small French town. Nowadays one does |

not know so much of one’s generals and great |
Sir John FWM John captains as did our great-great-grandfathers.
JFrench of the club, the drawmrv -room, and the The newspapers of to- day have become less |
hunting field and the French of the great war personal and more plctona.l The odds and ends
are two entirely different personalities. The|of interesting and amusing gossip from the
war alters all who enter upon it. It has pro- Peninsula and France which filled the news-
foundly affected not only the character, but papers of the early nineteenth century are gone.
.even the very appearance of those who have Instead we have the somewhat monotonous
 been through it since Mons. There is a marked photographs and the often boring and heavily
change in the mentality of your chubby subaltern censored soldiers’ letters. As a result of undue
who has really been threugh the war—and has suppression rumour arises. There are those
emerged alive from the glorious retreat and the who lay down the law in clubs, who picture
great advance that marked the beginning of a to themselves the luxurious life of tho Head-
new world for the whole world. That turning quarters Staff as only a little plainer than
point is os yet only indicated on the map of their own pleasant existence. American re-
Yiurope by the little wooden crosses, the humble, porters tell us of the splendour of the Kaiser’s

},rmr%mcnx'ered graves, tenderly and affec- war equipage, & magmﬁcence almost equal
tionately decked by the children and the old to that of Napoleon in his days of decadence.
peasant folls, the graves of French and British I can vouch for it that life at British Head-
officers and men round about Meaux, often close quarters is as unpretentious as is Sir John
to the haystacks to which the wounded men French himself: the easy breakfast, without
crawled, or under tho stone walls of isolated formality, of English life, the lunch—as often

villages.

Sir John is a little greyer than he was before
the war. But the man is the picture of health;
and how much to-day of the world's future

depends upon the health of Joseph Jofire and |

John TFrench! The great commsnder of-an
army is the flower of the aloe, which blooms
only once in o century. It has not been neces-

< eary for us to reveal a commander since the

Great Duke, for we now know that the early
Afghan campaigns, the Crimes, the Boer War,
and the frontier scraps were mere incidents by
comparison with the battles of the Marne, the
Aigne, and that Battlo of Ypres which the |
French call the Battle of Flanders.
realize that at Waterloo we hed only 24,000
British troops engaged, whereas Sir John
has at the present moment (may I say it ?)
more than {wenty times that number at his
disposal.
AN AGE oF IMPERSONAL WARTARE. 1
Like Jofire, French is extremely methodic
in his habits, and the daily round of the two
men is very similar, except that Sir John lives
the life of a simple English country house in

the unpretentious dwelling of the leading law yer |

We now |

as not a paper packet of sandwiches eaten in
a motor-car out near the trenches, a good |
simple dinner quickly disposed of, and bed
for some by 10 and a long night’s work for
others, each 1o his appointed task, but a long
day of incessant work.

One thing that we at home do not realize
is that our soldiers, especially those who
went out in August, regard thomselves as being
in a far country. “Out here,” they say, as
though Flanders were as distant as India.
To them the little contrasts of foreign life
are as great as the change from London to
Lahore. Thus' it is ‘that, dependent wupon.
themselves, their world is a small one, and thus
it is that they have speedily got to know
their great general.

1t is not too much to say that sir Jonn French
is as idolized by the British troops in Flanders

© as is General Jofire by the men in the long,

long line that starts from Switzerland. Nor is

| it & misuse of words to state thatin the opinion

of his German enemies, and our Irench and
Belgian allies, Sir John French's tactics in the
great battle of Ypres, place him in the ranks
‘of the greatest of commanders. When he
gets his shells we shall hear more of him and
his splendid and enthusiastic Army.
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er eidmarichall French.

TN Lonbolr, 12, TG, COTURD T e S 2inies aupert in
cinem rtifel ihre Ungufriedenbeit wegen des Ausbleibens der.
amtlicgen Bevidte des Marjdalls Frend, die ungeahtet des
Lerjpredhens AZquiths duBerit unvegelmapig verdjfentlich
trerden, - @einer Beit Hatte man verfproden, jweimal wident-
iy einen amtlichen Beridht zu verdifentlichen, aber das wurde
nur in der erjten Beit getan, bald Hirten die Veridte ivieder
auf. und man erfldrte das Ausblsiben mit ber Entichuldigung,
tafy e3 gwedlos fei, amtlidhe Beridhte su verdffentlidhen, wenn
nan nidts zu melden Hatte.

Die ,Times” bejdhivert fich weiter, daf felbjt dann, wenn
cticas gu melden fei, dies nidht gejchehe. Wir wiffen nur 3u
gud, fibrt das Blatt fort, baf an unjerer Front Heftig gefimpit
wurte. Die Lijten der Gefallenen beweifen e3 und audy die
amtlichen deutfhen Nadhrichten geigen 3 deutlicdh. Wann wird
bie Regieving einmal einjehen, dag wir cine Nation find, jvelde
ebenfo gut die fhlechten Jeiten ded Qriegesd crtragen fann, twic
tie guten? Dadurd), " baf man die fehlechten Meldungen
suviidhalt, beweift man, dah man pom englijhen Volfe nidt er-
wartet, daf e8 fich audh bei cinem Fehlichlage gut Halten witrde.

Dadurd) wird das Vertvauen ded BVolf

e3 3 den Fithrern ge-

idieadt und Pejfimismus erzeugt.

Ja,  jogar

werben berfleinert, fveil man immer annimmt,

die Criolge
dafy bie ge-

welteten Erfolge nidht o grof feien,
Man verjtedt den wahren Jujtand u
bimbeten das Gfefiihl, dafy tvir feine

fvie die Meldbung bejagt.
ad cuvivedt Dei den BVer-
Ahnung Haben von dem,

was eigentlid) Krieg heit. Wir Hegen die bejtimmte Hoffnung,

baf ondlidh cine

Bejferung cintreten

foird,

™
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' 6 Haag, 23. Aug. (CGig. Drahth) Reuter wmeldet
oud London: Giner der Fithrer der englifden Ardeiters
patici, Grady, der {oeben von ber Front juriidgefchrt war,
fagte cinem Preflevertveter, dafp Frend ihn gelegentlid)
cined Befudyes erfudjt habe, dem englifdien Volf folgende Bot-
faft su itberbringen: ' S

»Meine Solbaten find Mann fitr Mann beffer ald die deut-
ifen ©oldaten, fowohl im Augriff wic in der Berteidigung,
Weine Kanonen find beffer al8 die deutiden. Meine 13 3illigen
Granaten find chenfs viel wert al8 die beutfdjen 17 zilligen
Granaten. Der Kampf tobt jest swifden Rrupp und Big-
mingham” ;

Grady ftand tief unter dem Gindrud der Berwitjftung
borw Reims, Cr fogte einem fransdfijden Kollegen, daf
cr rad) Dem, wad er dort gefefen Pabe, feine Radjt  rubia
fdlafen werbde, bevor nidit die Deutfden reidlidy fiir die Ber-
nidtung Reims gebiifis Hatten, o

Bei der Botidaft Frendis allein hatte man fidy aicht  biel
tenfen brauden, da alber wieder einmal dasg bejammernsiverte
#eims aus der Verjenfung Herauzgeholt mworden ijt, ift ein
Betweis dafiir, deff Stimmungadmade wieder febr notwendig ift.
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SIR JOHN«wFREN-CH

An Auspicious Birthday.

“ Tranquille d’esprit”’ was the phrase used to me in Franca
of Sir John French, and in its context it was, perhaps, the
just word, writes a correspondent in the “ Daily Telegraph,”
There is no exact translation. The danger is that it should Le

\supposed merely to mean “tranquil.”  Sturdy’ is a better
phrase. And again I caught a true appreciation of him in the
wo-ds of an Englishman in the trenches who said, with adjec-
tives, that he was a slogger. Sir John French celebrates his
sixty-third birthday to-day (Tuesday), with something that 1s
of far greater value to him than the pleasant congratulations
of his friends. For ten months he has waited. In the long
‘history of human war an eagerness to strike and the ability
‘to wait have probably been the victorious factors. But over
all has been that elusive power to lead men which no self-
control and no acquired experience can give. In a large
measure Sir John French has all three. The South African
war provided an opportunity for his personal dash, and at the
same time proved his sage willingness to rely upon the tactical
knowledge of his second-in-command, Sir Douglas Haig. The
.combination was perfect, and from those early days in which
Sir John French tantalised his opponents along the Colesberg
position near Norval’s Pont, his reputation was assured. To-day
he celebrates his birthday, and it is as good an occasion as any
on which to remind those at home of the solid and continuous
work which has built up our wall of defence in Belgium and
in France, against which the Germans have flung away their
‘best troops in useless attack.

The Field-Marshal’s work has been of an especially trying
character. Month after month he has had to maintain a
merely defensive attitude, which is of all positions the most
difficult. But the men under him knew his sturdy capacity
in retreat, and as little by little the initiative came into our
hands, it was only the less informed men who grumbled at our
inaction. To-day his long patience is justified, and there will
"be not one among his countrymen who will not from his heart
-wish bim many happy returns of a day that has risen so
auspiciosusly.

FIELD MARSHAL SIR JOHN FRENCH, K.C.M.G.,
G.C.B., K.C.B,, G.C.V.O,,

Commanding the British Expeditionary Force in Flanders.
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Geneval Svendy n‘ﬂt mehr Seldgeneral.
“@3nbon, 16. Desember. (Ridtamtlidh) Das

‘is!riegeamt gibt befannt, dap Sir Donglas Haig

Cswm Nadfofger ded Feldmaridalls Frend) ald Befehis-
faber in Frantreid) und Flandern ernannt wurbe,  Frend)
pe auf cigened Griudjen feined Eoftend enthobenr und

sum fommandicrenden Feldbmaridail der Truppen bed Ver=-

cinigten Sinigreides ernannt, Ferner gibt da3d RAriegd:-
amt Defannt: Scit Veginn ded Strieges befehligte Frend)
wifrend 16 MNonaten in ununterbrodienter und anjirengesn:

. per Tétigfeit unjere Armeen in Frasfreid) und Flanbdern
mit grdptem Gejdid untd legt jest auf eigemen Wunid

Dic Negierung bat ihn in voler
erbienfte und sum
Danf pafiir, die Stelle eines oberjtfommanbdicrendert Felb-
macidialle der Truppen Desd Bereinigten Kvnigreidhs av-
sunchmen. Frend) nahur bie Stefle an. Der Kinig ver-
lieh ibm pie Wiirbe eined BVigcount.

)

pag Stomuando nieder.

' ®er won Hen englijdhen Ginfreifern gum Sieger iiber

. bas deutjhe Peer vorberbejtimmte General Sit Jobhn Rin:

fton Frend ijt jeines Pojtens als £Herbefehlshaber ded
cnglifchen Seeres im Felde cuthoben und Oberbefehlshabee
per englijdien Heimatarmee getordei. U jeine Gfelle
it in Franfreidy und Flanbern als Oberbejehlshaber Sit
Douglas Haig getreten, der die bon Lord Kitdener wnd
piclen  cinflufreidien englifdhen Politifern  als Haupt=
“ problem dicjes Srieges begeidinete Aujgabe [Bien - helfen
jolf. die deutjdhe Wejtfront zu durdbredyen und Belgien
au _befreien, das heipt, Gngland bon der Bebrofung an einer
cmpfindlidijten Stelfe gu exldjen. General Frend) 1it
biejemt Umternchmen uidit gerwadjen geivejen, uid er hat

ﬂ?&hﬂ bie empiindlidhiten Schlappen geholt. Er hat
e8 pielleicht fite unbdurcifiihrbar ecildrt, denn es Heipt in
ber . Melbung, bag er auf etgenes Criuden
jeitics MWojtena enthoben worben ift. Gr fann aber aud)
auf. fein  Griudien des verantwortungsreiden Pojtens
cuthoben wordeit jein, tveil cr ohnehin hatte geben mitfjen.

"i'tfallyslipicgelt fidy, pie tiefe Berjtinumung der engs

g
& Tijden Natiow diber den Verlouf des Feldguges i diejeqm
[p |

ﬁ\ei}vilﬁqze‘i{ ¢ pder, ergtoungejien  Entjdhluije toider,
Wejten iwied rholt fidh, mas im Oiten bereitd gejdyehen ijt.
e g»;j.bmuqmcocu Generalifiimus Nifolai Nifolajetvitid)

1917

folgt der englijdhe Generalijfimus i die Qerfenfung einer

fiic den unmiitelbaren Gang pez Strieges aiemlidy bebeu=
tungslojen Stellung. ~ eneral Frendy hat neben jeinen
mangelniden: Verdienjten audy ecine im Dritijhen Sinuc ”
Gedeutungsbolle und iiber Gebithr gepriejene Feldherrntat
fite jid aufgutoeifen. Er trug im porigen Jabhre durd)
fein Gingreifen auf deit “weftlichiten - Flitgel  der fran= %‘

abfijdgen Front tejentlidy. dagit bei, Den Bormaridy der
deutjdent Truppen auj Paris aufauhalten und die Schladt

an ber Marne in  dem  Ginme - u - becinjlufien,
per  fih in  Dder gegenivdriigen Srieaslage  ausbriidt.
Soin  Werdienjt war das  Oinausjdieben  Ver Eut=

feheidung; fitx Franfreid) vielfeichi- in ihren Folgen Die
perhangnizoolijie Aftion des gangen Qricges.  Denn diefe
Stricgdverlangerung Dracdhte die ungeheuren Dienjdrenter= |
Lujte der Frangojen auf der Wejtfront mit fidh, bl:“ﬂ;ﬁ
citem furjen Sriege ga vermeiden gewejen warei. ﬁiebf::j
leicht ijt e8 audy diefer Lorurf bon frangdjtider Seite,
ber den Feldmarfdiall aus jeinem Umte treibt, fvenn €3
nidt Neuve Chapelle, Ypern und Qoo s .gewejet
it Jhrem  @ndergebnis. nad) Dbedeuten dieje  Mamen
jowere englijdhe Miederlagen, Lo0d die johwerite, weil
Bicr dad neue Stitchencrheer fid) ald 3iemiid) minderwertiy
ferausitelife wnd die englijen Verlujte im Wergleid) au
den unjerigen ungeleuer ware. N
Der Nadjolger des Feldmaridalls, Haig, it el
bejonderer  Sadpverjtandiger im Sdiipengrabens
frieg in der feindliden %z‘eﬁcl fehr oft mit Auszeidnung
genannt jwordbend Wag ihut al3 Cherfomntandierendent dasd
Qriegsgliid bringen wird, bleibt abjuwarten. 3
Nofn Frend) ift 1852 geboren, trat 1866 in bie Marine
alg Sabett ein und ging 1874 aum Heer iiber. Cr fampite
im Suban mit (1884 und 85) wid geidntete jid) im Burens
friege Bejonders aus. Cr leitete die Sdladht Dei Glandsz=
[aagte und fommandigte in den Sglachten von Rietfon-
tein  und Qombardd Kop die Kavallerie. Die. Vefreiung
Simberlens wird im wefenilidhen al3 jein Werk angejehen.
Nm Qahre 1907 wurde Frend) Genervalinjpetteur der Fe-
jtungen und jclieglicy Chef des Generalitabes. Frend
Bat fdon  vor dem Kriege Ddie frangdjijden

Pejtungen an der Litgrenge bejidtiat uno |

at - HEufiger @aj ‘bei - jrangdfijthes
FEwppe b uRgen CiEETT T g =
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London, 15. Dezember.

DigRriegsamt gibt befannt, baf SirDonglas
Haig gum Nachfolger des Geldmarfhalls French als
Befehishaber in Franfreich und Flanbern ernmannt

wirbe. Frend wurde anfeigenes Grincden feines

Poftensd entfhoben und zum fomntandierenden Felds
marfdall der Truppen Des Vereinigten RKonigreidies
ernannt. ?

Gerner gibt dasd Kriegsame Hefannf: Ceif Veginn
bes8 Rrieges befehligte Feldbmarfhall Frend) twihrend
fehzehn Momaten in ununterbrodener angeftrengter
Tatigleit unfere Armeen in Frantfreih und Flandern
mit dem gréBten Gefchid. G hat jeht aunf eigenen
Winf®h dag Kommando niedbergelegt. Die Regierung
hat ihm in ooller Anerfennung feiner hervorragenden
Verdienjte und ‘jum Dant dafiir, die Ctelle eines
sherftfommandicerenden Feldbmarfdhalls
per Sruppen dbed Vereinigten Konigreichs
angeboten, Frend) Hat die Stelle angenommen. Der
fonig hat ihm die Wiirde eines Viscounf verliehen,

ot et tie et g

Man wicd fid) eine Lifte anlegen miiflen. Cs ift bald nidht
mehr mdglid), alle die Sifibriidigen im Kopf zu behalten,
bie vor, neben, zwifden und nad) Delcaffé und Winjton
GChurd)ill fiber Bord gefpillt wurden. Der vorliufig Lebte
in threr Reihe ift Feldmaridall John Frend). Cr fdyeidet
vom Gdaupla feiner bisherigen fedyzehnmonatigen Tidtig-
feit in Granfreid) und Flanbern, um zum Dant fiiv feine
Jhetvorragenden BVerdienjte” faltgeftellt zu werden. Denn
nidhts anderes als das bedeutet feine Crnennung zum Ve«
fehlshaber ber Sruppen im Bereinigten Konigreid), Wenn
es gut geht, darfcer bort, folange der RKrieg nod) dauert,
die Oberauflidt iiber den Drill der beriihmien Dreimillionens
Armee RKitdjeners fiihren, die nad) Ausfage aus englijdhent
Dunde alsbald gar auf oier Millionen anwadfen {oll. Dex
Gdladytenlenter geht jum Carnifondienit iiber. CEin wvoli-
geriittelt MaB von Lob begleitet ihn auf feinem Wege, G
bat feine %I}geabe mit ,groftem Gejdyid” erfiillt, ,volle An-
erfennung” witd ihm gefpendet, der Konig fann nidt umbin,
ihm ben DBiscount-Titel zu verleihen. Man fpridit zum
Fenfter hinaus. Dem englifdien Bolfe, Das grofe Hoffnun-
gen auf Grend) gefeht Hatte und nun ploglid ecfahrt, daf
aud) diefer Mann abgetan ijt, joll die bittere Pille verfiift
werden. Die Gitter fallen, weil fie fid nidt bewdhren. Fiir
bie PVefeitigung des Feldmarjdjolls Frend) wagte man nidt
einmal den iibliden Borwand gejdwiditer Gefundheit an-
sufithren. Der jeht 63jdhrige Mar{dall exfreut fid) des Boll-
befiBes feiner forperliden und geiftigen Krdfte. Und dennody

wandert er ju den anderen, die der Priifung in {Hwerer
Seit nidit ftondauhalten vermod

chten.
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"~ Der_Kommandowechfel.

Drahtmeldung.

London, 15, Dezember.

Dad Nriegsamt gibt befannt, bag St Dotglag
Haig gum Nachfolger des Feldmarfhalls F v endh als
Befehishaber in Franfreidh und Flandern ernannt
wurbe. Frend) urde anfeigened Crifnden feines
Pofiensd enthoben und zum Eommandierenden Felds -
marfdall der Truppen Des Vereinigten NKénigreidhes
ernannt. ’

Ferner gibt dasd RKriegdamt Hefannf: Ceit Beginm
bes Rrieges befehligte Feldmarfhall Frendh) wihrend
fedizehn Monaten in ununterbrodhener angeftrengter
Tatigleit unfere Armeen in Frantreidh und Flandern
mit dem groBten Gefchid. G hat ieit auf ecigenen
Wiinf®Hh das Kommando ntiedbergelegt. Die Regierung
Hat ihm in voller Aneriennung feiner Hervorragenden
Berbienfte und ‘jum Danf dafiir, die Cfelle eines
sherfttommandierenden Feldbmarfdhalls
ber Truppen des Vereinigten Vonigreichs
angeboten, Grendd Hat die Stelle angenommnien,. Der
Nonig Hhat ihm dic Wiirde eines Viscount verliehei,

L4

Man wird fid) eine Lifte anleqen miiffen. GCs ift bald nidt
mehr mbglid), alle die Shifforiidigen im Kopf zut behalten,
bie vor, neben, zwifden und nad)y Delcafié und Winjton
Churd)ill fiber Bord gefpiilt murden. Der vorldufig Sefjte
in threr Reibe ift Feldbmarfdall John Frend). Cr [djeidet
vom Gdjauplaf feiner bisherigen fedyzehnmonatigen Tdtig-
feit in Granfreid) und GFlandern, um gum Dant fiiv feine
»hetvorragenden Berdienjte” taltgeftellt zu werden. Denn
nidts anderes als das bedeutet feine Crnennung jum Be-
fehlshaber der Truppen im Bereinigten Kbnigreid). Wenn
es gut gebt, darfcer dort, folange der Krieg nod) dauert,
bie Oberauffidht iiber den Drill der beriifimten Dreimillionen-
Avmee RKitdeners filhren, die nad) Ausfage aus englijden:
Miunde alsbald gar auf vier Millionen anwadyfen {oll. Der
Cdlad)tenlenter geht zum Carnifondienjt iiber, - Cin voll-
geriittelt <Maf von Lob begleitet ihn auf feinem Wege, Gr
hat feine Aufgabe mit ,groftem Gejdhid” erfiillt, ,volle An-
erfennung” wird ihm gefpendet, der Rinig fann nidt umbin,
ihm den Biscount-Titel zu verleihen. Man fpridht zum
Fenjter hinaus. Dem englifdjen Bolfe, Bas grofie Hoffnun=
gen auf (rend) gejeht Hatte und nun pIbglid) erfahrt, daf
aud) diefer Mann abgetan ift, joll die bittere Pille verfiift
werden. Die Gotter fallen, weil fie fid nidyt bewdhren,  Fiir
bie Vefeitigung des Feldmaridalls Frend wagte man nidt
einmal den iibliden Bormand gejdwidter Gefundheit an-
sufiihren. Der jeht 63jdhrige Marjdall erfreut fid) Des Boll=
befifes feiner forperliden und geiftigen Rrdfte. Und dennody
wanbdert er ju den andeten, die der Priifung in {hwerer
3eit nidt ftandzuhalten vermodhten.

Bor einigen Tagen teilte Minifterprdfident Asquith fm
Unterhaufe geheimnisvoll mit, daf in Hohen englifdjen Be-
fehlshaberijtellen Uenderungen bevorftinden, die aber feiness_
wegs in Jujommenbhang 3u bringen feien mit bder lUeber-
nahme des Oberbefehls aller franzdfijder Truppen durd
General Joffre. Diefe vorbeugende Crilirung fonnte nur
den Ginn Haben, daf die englije Armee in Flandern un-
geadytet des in Ausficht genommenen Wedyfels leitender
Perfonlidfeiten ihre Gelbjtinbdigteit bewahrt.  Gefrinfte
Citelteit ift es alfo nidt, was den Riidtritt des Marfdalls
Grend) bewirtt hat.  Geine filhrende Gtellung wurde durdy
bie RNangerhohung Joffres nidt beriifhet, Die reinlidye
Cdjeidung ywijden Englindern und Grangofen bleibt itberall
beibehalten, in Grantreid), Flandern wie in Mazedoniet,
Bur Ausgleidung der Ciferfiidteleien ift der grofie gemein-
[feme RKriegsrat beftimmt, ber hin und wieder in Paris
gujammentritt, Sinfidtlich des Marjdjalls Frend) erhob jidy
aber die Frage nady feinen Leijtungen. Die Antwort fiel.
gegen ihn aus.  Grend ijt Reitergeneral, der fidh in RKolo-
nialfriegen einigen Rubm erworben hat. Als Draufgiinger
gegen Wilde ftellte ex feinen Mann, Grund genug fiic Cng-
land, in: ihm einen grofien Heerfiihrer und Ctrategen i
erbliden.  Englijdhe Wanderredner erjihlten Wunbderdinge
yle und Lord Haldane erhoben ihn zum
immel, Gr felbjt forgte Ddofiir, dof der Glaube an {eine

~




Bebeuhing nidt finfe. , Meine Goldaten find Qopf fiir Ropf

beffer. als bie deutiden, fowohl im Gefedit als in bezug auf
die Ausdauer, und meine Ge{djiige find ebenfalls befier als
die beutjden”. Golde frohe Botidyaft erlieh er nod) imf
Augujt diefes Jahres an das englifde Bolt. Aud) in Rufe
Tand Hielt man ‘Grend) fiir einen grofen Mann.  Gr war
Der politifierende englijle General, det, als einer der widy
tigiten Gebhilfen der Cinfreijungspolitif, wicderholt aur
Befidhtigung der ruffifden Truppen nad) Petersburg, Mostau
<und Warfdau gefdidt worden ift. RNifolai RNifolajewitid
und John Frend) gehdrten zufammen. Der eine ift fdon
langft unten durd), der andere fdnalt foeben den RKriegse
jdbel @b, Man wird in Rufland febr unangenehm beriifet
fein ven bder Kunde, daf idon wieder einer von denen, die
guc Befiegung Deutidhlands ausjogen, das Rennen Hat aufs
geben miifjen.

Draufgdngerifd), groffpredierijd, dilettantifd) — das find
die Bervorjtedienditen Cigenjdaften des Marjdjalls Grend.
Cs ijt fein Jufall, daf gerade er und BWinfton Churdyill in
io liebevollem Anfehen bei iheen Sanbdsleuten ftanden, denn
fie vertdrpern eben in . fid) jelbft die. Hauptdjarattersiige des
modernen Albion. Crit der frieg bradite den Gnglandern
die Lehre, daf damit wenig auszuridten ift. Und fo vers
jhwinden die englijdien Grifen nadjeinander von der Bilds
flade. Jn wabrer Bergweiflung wird nad) befferem Crjaf
gefudyt, der aber nidt zu finden ift. Der 54jdhrige Generals
leutnant Douglas Haig, der JNadfolger des Marfdjalls
Grend), hat, wie Frend), feine militdvifde SLaufbahn als
RKavalletift in den Kolonien guriidgelegt. BVon 1909 bis 1912
war er Generalftabsdief in Indien, feitbem Kommandierens
Der General in Alderihot. SJm jeBigen SKriege leitete er
die Cdladyt von RNieuve Chapelle, von deren ~Crfolgen” bdie
Cnglinder, wie fie fid nadytraglid) iiberzeugten, viel melhe
Wefens madyten, als in Wirtlidfeit dahinter war.

E

London, 16. Dezember.
3m Unterhaufe teilte Minifterprafident Asquith mit, daf
Aenderungen in den Sommandoftellen des britijden Heeres
bevorftehen. Gr fiigte hingu, daf Fein Sujammenhang be-
ftehe jwiidhen diefen Aenberungen und der Crnennung Joffres

3w frangdfijen Oberbefehlshaber, , MMW
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B s . enejm; aber immerhin [Gpt fid) ' sur Werubigung be
o 7 Englander und ihrer Mitverbiindler eher und ?eigd;te?' cin:

’f’
g ; ol e S ! neue Heeresleitung improvifieren als ein neues Heer. Alfo
. Senn eine Regierung in der Qage der enggd)m Regie: wird Herr Frend) als Siinbenbod in die Wiifte 2ber iiteit-
in diefer Stunde fid) ent{dylieht, einen Mann in der Dbertlidyteit geftofen. sE
g‘tg’gung rendys diefer Stellung gu entheben, fo bebeutet Ob nun der neue Mann das Gliid erjagen wird, dem
bas cine Banterotterflirung, genau fo wie-es eine lange Serr Frend) durd) fedhzehn Monate mit ‘o wenig Crfolg
pinausgefdobene Banferotter run;{bebeute_te, als Gng- nadjgejtellt hat? Der neue Dbertommanbdierende, General
and fein groBes [liberales kin fterium follen loffen ©ir Douglas Haig, ift bereits im vorigen Jahre von
mufte, weil -dasfelbe nicht mehr genug mor lifchen Rredit Ritdyener gum Befehlshaber einer der fed)s neu aufgeftellten
und politijdhe Stirfe befaB, um die Berantwortung fiic bie 2Urmeen ernannt und bdamals vom Generalleutnant zum
Sortfiiprung. diefes von feinen $erren und Meijtern ange- General befordert worden. Das Jahr uvor befehligte er,
ettelten Krieges weiter gu tm‘sgen. Series war eine politifdc - 00wohl General, nod) das 17. Lancersregimnet in Sialtot
anterotterflarung.  Die Entlafjung. Frendys  mit. der tln der indijden Proving Panbdidhab. $Haig ift am 19. Juni
tlaffifchen Begriindung durd) den Hinmels darauf, daf er 1861 geboren, d{o neun Jabre jiinger als %frend;, dem et
Jfeit Beginn des Krieges wihrend fedyzehn Monaten inn ibrigens am Unfang des Burentrieges jugefeilt war. Der
ununterbrodhener angejtrengter Tdtigleit un ere Armeen in Neue Dbertommanbdierende ift, wie aud) Frend), Kavallerift.
Grantreidy und Flandern mit bem gropten Gefdyict be= Cr begann feine militdrijhe Laufbahn vor dreifig Jahren
ggl)ﬁ fe” ~bepeutet — nehmt alles nur in aflem — eine beim fiebenten Hufarenregiment und war fpiter hauptfadlich
anferottertlirung ber englifhen oberften Heeresfiihrung. ;n Ajrita und Jndien tatl% Cr nahm 1898 an dem Feldgu
Wenn Herr Frend) diefe ﬂed)aebn ‘Monate ber die enge M Gubdan und dann am Burenlriege teil. JIm Jahre 180%
lifchen 2Urmeen in tantreidz und Flandern wirtlid) ,mit Durde er gum @eneralinjpefteur der RKavallerie in Jnbien
pem groften Gefchid” befebligte, fo wire das fein Grund, und ein Jahr {piter gum Generalleutnant befirbert. Bor:
ihn au entlaffen, jondern unter allen Umftdnben thn in einer iibergehend ijt er aud? Ritcheners Generalftabsdief in Simla
o' gejchidt ausgefiiliten Gtellung au erbalten unb 3u gewefen. MWir fe%gn einen Taten mit der groBten Gelaffens
oftigen. ~ Reine in nody fo drohnendem Bruftton vor- et entgegen.  Bielleidht #ft Herr Haig perfonlich wirklich
getragene amtlidge Qesart wird irgenbdjemanden innerhafy’ beDeutender als Serr Frend), ber eln?t als Napoleon ge-
und auferhald Englands vermdgen, von biéeg einfadyer, priefen wurde.  Dennod) glauben mir einjtmeilen,
natiitlichen Sdhlufifolgerung abguleben. JIn England wird baf ber MWedfel im englifhen Kommando faum von
man fid fagen, in gSrcm reich), Rufland und in Jtalien wefentlidem Cinflup auf bden Werlauf der Eriegeris
wird man i(% fagen, und bei uns fagt man fid)'s cud), es fchen  Greigniffe fein wird, Denn bdie Mangel in der
glgen’s allerorten ,alle $ergen witer bem himmlijdyen oberen %uzg{ung bei ben Englindbern biirften weniger am
age”: Dbie englifhe Regierung Dbitte in bdiefer Stunde eingelnen Mann liegen als am gangen Geift und Spjtem.
gang gweifellos einen {o burd) die gange Welt hin Auffehen Heerfilbrer im Sinne deutfher nationaler RKriegfiibrung
erregenden TWed)fel an Dder mid)tig?ten Gtelle der gefamten find bem englifhen Soldbnerwefen feiner innerften Natur
englijen RKriegfihrung nid t porgenommen, wenn fle nidt Nod)_ungemdB. Deutide Kriegfiihrung und SHeeresleitung
‘geglaubt bitte, um feinen Preis mebr ihn unterlaffen gu '™ Ginne nationaler Sammlung und nationaler Graichung
‘piirfen, wenn gle nidt der Uebergeugung gewefen wive, dak ?u einer gremgenlofen freiwilligen $ingabe it dem englis
es jo mie bisher mit ber englijhen $Heeresfiiprung unter 1den Kriegshandwerfertum wefensfremd.
feinen Umjtdnden mweiter geben tdnne. as ift eine fo :

t
unmihz&ebﬁ% auch) dem f{impeljten Berftarnbe gd) aufs

.

dringende Sdlupfolgerung, dap feine vergrdperte Titulatur
fiir den abgefdgten Serrn Frend), feine Gtandeserhdbhung,
fein promgu tes megggeiten iiber. den. inneren fachlichen
Sinn der Sache ihr vorbeugen ober fie beirren fann. $Herr
Srend) wird unter &ebr billigen Qorbeeren begraben.

Der ,Befreier Kimberlens” hat Antwerpen, Briiffel und
Qiittich, hat Nordfrantreidh), Flandern und Belgien. nidt au
befreien vermocht. Die Sturmldufe ge% n dbie beut{dhe Front,
weldje bdiefe fo oft ugefdymworene und fo oft als unwiber=
ruffich endgiiltig bevorftehend angefagte Be eiun%mbringea

follter;, find an dem eifernen deutidjen Wall wie Glas ger-
plittert. An dem Mute des englijdyen Soldaten hat es dabet
nidyt gefehlt, an Mannfdaften, an Uebermadht- der Babl, an
$Hillen on'Trommelfeuer, an erftidendén Gewsdlien, an afl
‘bem hat es nidht gefeblt.  €s bleibt alfo — ba man natﬁr!ic?
‘Die Unerfdiitterlidybeit der Deutidhen nidht gugejtehen darf,
wenn man Ddie gefamte englifhe Rriegfilhrung nidt als
verfehlt preisgeben will — nur nod) die eine pein=
lidhe Moglicheeit, als Crildrung und Cntfdulbigung . dey
Miferfolge - die lngulinglichteit Dder - oberften = Syeeres=
filprung dienen - gu . laflen. Das ijt  natirliy unan
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e Warum Srendy ging. .
iﬁ)rnbtmelbung unferes Gonderbe

riditerftatiers)

Tien, 20. Degember. Preffeinforinationen zufoige, ijt

bie Amisenthebung Frendys auf feine entidhiedene Weigerung
guriidaufiibren, die englijden Operationen in Nordfrantreid
Der Oberleitung des frangbfilden Oberfommandanten 3u
unterftellen. Jnfjolge der andauernden Meinungsveridieden-
heiten zwijdhen den Kommandanten in Rordfrantreich ftehen
weitere einfdneidende Berinderungen im englifdhen Heeres:
jtab bevor, : :
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LORD FRENCH OF YPRES.

W& Tinderstand that on the occasion of his
elevation to the peerage, Field-Marshal Sir John |
. French will assume the title of Viscount French |

| of Ypres, thus commemorating the great battles !
in which he and the little British Army then on

the Continent barred the German way td;
Calais. - i
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Der ,,nicnmte;m.noggm. eine Dublette.

Der belgijhe Mitarbeiter der ,Croir” fdreibt, wie wir bder
Taglidgen Runbdfdau entnehman, feinem Blatte:

,Der Feldmarjdall Frend) ift alfo jum (Viscount of Ypres, er-
nannt worden. Das ift ja gan3 {dhin, aber das englifde Herolds-
amt hat vergeffen, das belgifde Heroldsamt um

‘Rat 3ufragen, fonjt hatte ihm Ddiejes fagen fonnen, daf es unter
dem- belgijjen Adel ,mebhrere Grafen von Ypern gibt.
Giner davon ift 3. B. der Major Toucques, Graf von Ypern, der im
belgijflen RKriegsminifterium fit. Falls man nod) einige Titel 3u
verleiben beabfichtigt, 3u Denem Orisnaren bdes belgifdhen Flandern
benubit werden follen, fo wird es fid) emi jehlen, vorher beim belgijden
$eroldsamt angufragen; denn es gibt foum nod) einen Drtsnamen, der,
nict jdhon jemendem als Titel beigelcgt ware.”
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It is announced in last night's Gazette that
' King has been pleased, by Letters Patent
the Great Seal, to confer the dignity of a
Viscount of the United Kingdom upon Field-
Marshal Sir John Denton Pinkstone French,
G.C.B,, O.M., G.C.V.0, K.CM.G., and the
‘heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, by the
name, style, and title of Viscount French of
| Ypres and of High Lake in the County of Ros-
comnon.

*.* It was anticipated in The Times of January 1
ithat Sir John French would take the title of Viscount
French of Ypres, thus commemorating the great
battles in which the little British Army then under his
command on ihe Continent barred the German way
to Calals, The family connexion with High Lake,
| Co. Rowomnmn.rm b-cg t:hnn the new g:ear'a great-

t-great-grand r Frene! Younger
g:‘thur of ! Lord E;-.
F

Arthur French, ancestor of
Egr.-;‘n-e' :
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HOME TRUTHS ABOUT THE WA

French’s Revelations of

19t
STAND AND FIGHT

When Kitchener Tried to Ride|

the High Horse.

By Our Military Correspondent.

* Would that mine enemy had written a
book,” said Job.

The military and naval mandarins of White-
hall and thereabouts are wishing that their
friends wouldn’t.

After Lord Jellicoe, Lord French, the Vice-

. roy of Ireland, lays aside his vice regality and
arms himself with the slings and arrows of
controversial journalism

Giving the Show Away. :

In the * Daily Telegraph * Lord French is

" writing a serial story of the Great War. And
he is giving the show away with both hands.
He is damning the consequences and his
brother generals.

Lord Jellicoe explained how the Grand Fleet
upon which the nation had lavished its hard-
earned millions, had to play puss-in-the-corner
round the coasts of Scotland and Ireland be-
cause it was not properly equipped for the job
of sweeping the seas. Lord French describes
with delightful naiveté how the generals had
failed to visualise the land war of the future
and how their counsels were divided.

French and the Liberal Cabinet.

Tne strategic history of the war and the
actual movements of armies are of small in-
terest to anyone, except the soldier and the
historians, but there are certain portions of
Lord French’s story which may be studied
with interest and profit by the ordinary per-
son who has to pay the price of war in blood
und treasure.

There is a cavefully cultivated impression
that the Liberal Cabinet of 1914 was averse
to going to war. That, however, is not Lord
French’s opinion. ‘‘Personally,” he says, el |
felt perfectly sure that so long as Mr. Asquith
remajped Prime Minister, and Lord Haldane,
Sir BEdward Grey and Mr. Winston Churchill
continued to be members of the Cabinet, their

voice§ would continue to guide the destinies |

of the British Empire, and that we should
remnin true to our understanding with the
Enteute Powers.”
Belgium the Dark Horse.

Navertheless that understanding seems to
have heen very vague. * One of the most im-
portant matiers remaining for discussion and
decigion was finally to determine whether the
original plan as regards the area of concentra-
tiou of the British forces in France was to
Le adhered to.”

Lovd Kitchenor apparently thought that our

position would be too -exposed, Sir Douglas |
i1aiz wanted to postpone the landing until the

campaign had actually opened.

And vet we Jearn tnat ‘‘ the General Staffs
of (ireat Britain and France bad, for a long
time, hold conferences, and that a complete
mutual understanding as to combined action

_in certain eventualities existed.”

The understanding seems, on the contrary,
to have heen neither mutual nor complete.
And then we are told that *“ Belgium, however,
remained a davk horse up to the last, and it
is most unfortunate that she could never be
persuaded to decide upon her attitude in the
event of a general war.” '

Not According te the Book,

TLord French next proceeds to devastate the
reputation of our commanders and General Staff
as regards any intelligent antieipation of what
a creat war- would be, and the form that it
would  take.

“ No previous war experience, no conclusion
1 had been able to draw from campaigns in
which T had taken part, or from a close stud)
of the new conditions in which the war of
to-day is waged, had led me to- anticipate a
war of positions.’”

And yet Lord French had fought through
the South African War and must have remem-
bered the Tugela and the Modder River!

We Didn’t Believe Them,

14 is easy to-be wise after the event,” he
zoes on, ‘“but I cannot help wondering why
aone of us realised what the most modern
pifle, the machine-gun, motor traction, the
acroplane, wireless telegraphy would bring
about. It seems so simple when judged by
actual results.”’ 3

Exactly! But certain civilian writers, and
sven a few obscure military ones, notably Mr.
H. G. Wells amongst the former, had been
speculating amwd drawing conclusions in that
divection. :

Bus military mandarins were ever scornful |
of mere civillan opinion. They only conde- |
scend to notice a civilian when he becomes a'
conseript. i

And then comes the damning confession, 1 |
feel sure in my own mind that had we realised |
the true effect of modern appliances of war |
in~ August, 1914, there would have been no |
retreat from Mons.” !

Do we pay and maintain these generals for |
their brains, or for their red coats and gold
lace? ) {

Staff College Pedants. !

Tord French is really rather rude about the {
staff, almost as rude as our citizen armies |
afterwards became, when they were more fully |
acquainted with that fine flower of our mili- |
tary genius. Speaking of the French General
Lanrezac, he says, “I left his headquarters
helieving that the Commander-in-Chief had |
overrated his ability; and I was therefore not |
surprised when he afterwards turned out to
be the most complete example, amongst the
many others this war has afforded, of the|
Staff College ‘pedant,” whose ‘superior edu-
.ation® had given him little idea of how to
conduct war.” }

That sentence might have been written by
any Bert or Alf after, say, the Battle of Lops.

Lord Kitchener Interferes.

But perhaps the most amazing reyelation
that the Field Marshal has so far made is the
alleged interference by Lord Kitchener with
his conduct of the operations and his supreme
comniand of the British Army in the field.

Military history abounds in examples of the
inevitable fatality attending such interference.
The American Civil war afiorded fmany of the
most striking, but the most famous i1s Napo-
leon’s attempt to conduct the operation in the

Peninsula from the centre of Germany ; which
aftempt cost him his empire and destroyed him,
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Our generals might be supposed to have studied
these examples and absorbed their lessons. |

And yet, according to Lord French, there |
were continual interferences by Lord Kitchener |
and the Home Government. ‘‘The demand |
that we should stand and fight was not only
urgently repeated, but was actually backed by
imperative messages from the French Presi-
dent and from Lord Kitchener and the British
Government.

+ s+ . At the same time Lord Kitchener
was assuring the Home Government that our
losses were comparatively small, and that all
our deficiencies had heen made good.

. = « . Neither on this day nor for several
subsequent days did one man, horse, .gun, or
machine-gun reach me to make good defici- |
encies. 1 refused.” 3

A Petty Squabble.

_ This brought Lord Kitchener to Paris, 'He |
““arrived on this occasion in the uniform of
a field-marshal, and from the outset of his
conversation assumed the air of a commander-
in-chief, and announced his intention of taking
the field.”” Even the British Ambassador ob-
Jected emphatically, and began telegraphing
home for instructions.

““Lord Kitchener appeared to take grave
exception to certain views which I expressed
as to the expediency of leaving the direction of
the operations in the field in the hands of the
military chiefs in command in the field. He
abruptly closed the discussion, and requested
me to accompany him for a private interview
in another room.

““When we were alone he commenced by
entering a strong objection to the tone I
assumed. Upon this I told him all that was
in my mind.”  And all this at the very height
of the greatest crisis in our history.

“ The Confidence of Children.”

‘‘ Fortunately the incident terminated in a
manner which led to no regrettable publicity.””

Comment on that is hopeless, unless the hope
lies in another of Lord French’s naive re-
marks: ‘‘ These glorious British soldiers lis-
tened to the few words I was able to say to
them with the spirit of heroes and the confi

dence of children.” e
S AR s
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LORD FRENCH AND THE
VICTORY MARCH.

|MR. CHURCHILL'S INVITATION

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
DUBLIN, JuLy 14.
The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland received the
following telegram from the Secretary of State

for War :—

| I sincerely hope you will be able to take part in
| the Procession on Saturday, and ride with Sir Douglas
Haig at the head of the British Ariny Contingent.—
CHURCHILL.

Lord French replied as follows :—

Many thanks for vour kind invitation. 1 regret
very much that it is impossible for me to accept |,
it. We are also having a march through Dublin on
Peace Day of all serving and discharged soldiers of
Ireland. It is my great privilege to take the salute
from my countrymen in College Green along with
members of the Irish Government and officials. It
gives me keen pleasure to think that vou have thought
of me.—FRENCH.
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Marshal French

Here as Tourist

On Flying Visit of Few
Weeks, He Says, With-
out Any Mission ‘

Has Only One Engagement, to
Take Dinner With Pilgrims,
He Declares

“French, K.P,, O.M., G.C.B., G.C.V.0,|
K.CM.G., Field Marshal, the Right |
Hon. Earl.”
| That’s what one found under “F”
in the printed passengers list when the
White Star liner Homeric nosed into
Pier 59, at the foot of West Nins-
‘teenth Street to-day. The Field

Field M

: 4 =l
h (C) by Paul Thompson.

of Ypres,

1 w o-day. He

was the first commander of the British

Expeditionary Force in France. .

e

Marshal himself appeared much less
formidable than the = cold type.
He was in mufti—a black fedora ha
darkish suit, wing collar, and black
tie—and the only suggestion of mili-
tary rank was the khaki-clad figure
of Col. A. R. Cousins, a retired British
officer, who accompanied him.

“I'm on' no mission at all,” saia
Marshal French when pressed for a
statement. “I'm just making a flying
visit to the United States at the sug-
gestion of friends, and I'm here solely
as a private citizen, a tourist. The
only invitation I've accepted is to dine
with the Pilgrims on May 11.”

Magshal French s in comm"hd of
ke’ F,E;icv’ SR miss ’r:? Fr‘anc‘eydp\}‘; that
end of the Battle of Ypres, when. he
was relieved by Marshal Haig. Subse-
quently he was Viceroy of Ireland. He
leaped into prominence many years
ago during the Boer war, when he!
secured the surrender of the great
Boer commander, Gen: Cronje,

The Marshal found the ship’s doc-
tor; when he boarded the Homeric, to
be a relative—R. S. French. The mili- 1
tary leader was met on the picr by
Col. Lemuel Lloyd, national com- |
mander of British war veterans i; the |
United States, and by Sergeant Major
Dawson, who was with the Ninsteenth
Hussars in 1876 in the very company
commanded by Lieut. French, who has
since received considerable promotion. |
Marshal French, a short stocky figure |
with ruddy face, white hair, and a
wiry white moustache, greeted his old
friend warmly. |

When the Homeric was in mid-
ocean Marshal French and Marshal
Joffre exchanged radio greetings. I

B 5, e P
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Deutsche Aligemeine Zeitung (Berlin)

Graf bon Ppern. RKonig Georg crnannte den
; @mghfd)en Selbmarfdall Frend) sum Grafen von
eriL. ¥ 0y 5% » 3
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EARL OF YPRES OPERATED ON

| Small Tumor Removed From Former

Field Marshal in Paris Hospital
By Associaled Press :
Paris, Dec. 6.—The Earl of Ypres, for-
merly  Eigld oMakshadedipangh). ex-Com-
mander-in-Chief of the British Army, was

taken suddenly ill, while passing through |

Paris yesterday. He was taken to'a hos-
pital where an operation was immediately
performed.

A bulletin issued at the hospital last
night said the condition of the patient
was satisfactory. It was added that the
operation was of a minor character—for
the extirpation of a small fleshy tumer, . .
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Mlar|dhall Srend; .

J Sonbdon, 2 Mai, (Gigene Drabhimeldung)
Keldmarichall Krendy ift beute abend 7 Whr qeitorben. Cr ftand
tm 78, Qebensinhe,

~ Xobn Denton Rinfftone Krendh wiurde am 28 Dezember
1852 in Ripple Vale bei Kent al3 Sobn eines Kabitdnd geboven.
1866 trat ev in die Mavine ald Kabdett cin, wum fpater zum Lands
beer itbevsutreten. 93 Savallerieoffizier madite er den Subdan-
felbsuq mit und aeicinete fich fpdter al8 SKommanbdenr dex
Sapalferie in den Kambien gegen die Buren aud.
. Nadh feiner Riidtehr ausd Siidafrifa wurde er Kommandeur
eined Armeeforps, dann Ehei ded Genevalitabed. 1914 ichied er
antd dem aftiven Dienit, nacidem er ed bid aum Oberbefebls:
baber der aanzen Armee qebracit Hatte,

9la jedoch im Auquit 1914 der Krica audbrach, trat er an
die Spige der in_Velgien und Nordirankreich pperierenden eng:
Tifchen Armee. Diefe twurbe zundadiit in den Schlachien von
Mons und St. Duentin zuriidgeworien, fonnte iedoch an der
Marneiilacht tvieder teilnebmen und aing danu, naddem fie
Bei Ypern eine Umiafjung ded linten Fliineld der Alliierten ver:
binbert Datte, stm Stellunndfrien iiber. Den Fall von Ant:
werpen fonnte French nicdht verbinberm.

Xm Dezember 1915 wirde ex von dem Gereral Sir Dou:
alas Dain abaeldit, aleidpeitin als BViscount of Ivred and of
$qb Qafe ind Oberbaus berufen und sum Oberbefehblshaber der
SHeimatitreitfrdite exnannt, im Febrirar 1916 audh aum Feldmars
fchall ~ Ym Mai 1918 exfolate feine BVerufung sum Lordleutnant
(Rizetintg) von Irland, wo e3 ihm inbdeffen nicht qelang, ends
giiltic Ordnuna s idaffert. obiwobl die enalifden Trubben bie
Nufftandsbeivequig i regelvechtem Kleinfrien st unterdriiden
periuditen. Gr tvat bamm 1921 pon diefem Amt zuxiid und jvar
feitber al3 ,Rivit Military Member of the Armiy Council” tatig. >

2
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Genetal -

Sondon, 22. Mai. (Reuter.) Feldmaridall Lord Frend
of Dores it geftorben:

Felbmarjhall Sir John Denton Pintjtone Frend, Firjt
Gar! of Ppres, geboren am 28, Degember 1852 in Ripple Bale
Bei Stent, ijt ald ber Oberbefehlahaber iiber bie englijdhen Trup=
pen in Franfreidh und Flandern in den erften beiben Jahren
beg Weltfrieges audy in Deutidhland befannt geworben. Gt
fvar e, ber bie Sehladhten bei Mong und St. Quentin
&et[or und der Antmwerpen den Deutichen rdumen mufte.

fuch) in ben Sdmpfen bei Ppern, Fejtubert und Nieutve
[ Ghapelle batte er feine gliidlihe Dand. o wurbe er m
| Degember 1915 abberufen unbd ihm gum Troft vom Kinig Der
‘Rang eines Biscount of Ypred verlichen.

. Grend ftammte qus einet alten Solbatenfamilie, frat jedodh
| nach lingerem Dienit in ber Matine erjt 1874 in bad Heer ein, |
‘tvo er bald £i3 gum Generalmajor vorriidie, achbem er ben
Suban-Feldaug (1884—1885) mitgemacht und fidy im Feld-
juq gegen die Buren wiedetholt purd) feine gefdhidte Fithe
sung audgeacichnet hatte. TWahrend bes fitbafrifanijhen Feld=
juged war er um Generalleutnant ernanit worben und mwurde
1907 Genevalinfpeftor der Feftungen und Bald darauf Chef bes
Benercliabes. Nadhdem er {ehlieklich aulelt bad Oberfom-
manbo iiber die gefamte Armee innegehabt Hatte, idhied er im
Mirs 1914 infolge der fogenannten Ulfter-Rebellion, bei
“ber Sffi%i-ere ben Gehorfam 3u beriveigern drobten, aus bem
altiven Sienft, um allerdingd im Augqujt 1914 mieber an Die
©pife ber englifhen Flanbern-Avimee berufen zu mwerben.

. Ttady feinem wenig riihmlichen 9Abgang wutbe er im Febru
1916 zum Léiter der Lujtverteidigung und gum Felbmarjcdhall
emannt. Sm Mai 1918 erfolate dann feine Berufung uim
‘Bigetonigvon Jrland, woer jedoch aud wicder toenig
Gfliid Batte, Da ¢8 ibm nidht gelang, trof bed jchatfen Bor=
gehens ber englifchen Truppen, Rube und Otbnung ivieber
erzujtellen.  Gr trat baber im April 1921 aqudh bon biefem
| Amte freiwillig guriid. Buleht Horte man im Meai 1923 bon
Cibm, ef8 ¢r mit einey englifdhen Militartommiifion dbad bon

i Rumanien anncitierte Befjavabien befudite.
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Lord Ypres.

he death of Lorp YPreg removes from the
tage of British military enterprise in peace
and in war a man whose name will always hold
a high and honourable place in the annals of
his country. When the sudden outbreak of the
greatest of all wars called nearly the whole
of Europe to arms, its operations at once became
and remained till the end so vast in their extent
that, in comparison with their predecessors in
other and lesser wars, the figures of i

individual commanders were dwarfed by the
magnitude. of their surroundings and of the

mission, At the same time the fierce white light
that beat upon them and the armies under-their
command threw into high relief such mistakes
as they made—and who among them did not
make mistakes ?—with the result that even now
it is still too early for their contemporaries to
be sure that they see them in their .proper
perspective, and still more to assign to each,
with any feeling of finality, his due relative
atanding in the roll of fame. But of Lorp
Yeres it will always be remembered, in the
first place, that in the supreme hour of the
nation’s trial his appointment as Commander-
in-Chief of the Expeditionary Force was a fore-
gone conclusion.  That great honour . and
responsibility fell to him inevitably as the
reward and culmination of his previous dis-
tinguished services, From the date of his first
commission in the 8th Hussars in 1874, during
his earliest term of active service in the
Sudan Expedition of 1884-85, and afterwards
till his command of the 19th Hussars came to
an end in 1893, his work, through all the stages
of his promotion, was of the highest value to the
efficiency of his regiment, and made him known
as a regimental officer of exceptional ability
and devotion. During the next stage of his

development of cavalry training was given a
much enlarged scope in India and at home ;
and the wider experience he then gained, as

commander of the 2nd Cavalry Brigade and in
other important capacities, stood him in good
stead during the South African War—by some
| considered the most successful episode in his

military career his practical interest in the i

S E L R

career—when he won the valuable victory of
Elandslaagte, relieved Kimberley, stemmed the
invasion of Cape Colony by his campaign in
front of Colesberg, and was a main factor in
Rosrrre’s advance from the Orange River to
Koomati Port.

Tt was, however, after his return from South
Africa, first during his tenure of the Aldershot
Command, and then successively as Inspector-
General of the Forces and Chief of the Imperial

{ General Staff, that, in the seven years before the

war, he performed his most valuable services
for the Army and the Empire. Not without
reason was he described by Sir EveLyn Woobn
as the greatest driving force in the tactical pro-
gress of those vitally important times. With
Lorp WorserLey and Sir EverLyn Woob, as
Lorp MipLeToN points out in the appreciation
of Lorp YPrES printed on another page, he was
one of the three men to whom, above all others,
the country is indebted for the “Old Con-
¢ temptibles.” The sum of his achievement was
that by aiming consistently at improving the
efficiency of each individual arm, by the intro-
duction of a modern and sound system of com-
bined tactics, and by the creation of the new
Divigion of all arms as the basie foundation of

the British Army, he had been chiefly respon-
gible for its fashioninz into an instrument fit }

for use on European battlefields. The work
had been begun not a moment too soon. Its
consequences were seen from the day that the
Expeditionary Force landed in France.
common consent that force has been acclaimed

By

as the most efficient military engine that this

country, and perhaps any country, has ever pro-
duced. The only thing about it that even the
great WAR-Lorp could call * contemptible  was
its size. The first operation which its commander
wags called upon to conduct was a loug retreat
before an overwhelming enemy force. It may be
that, in spite of the reforms introduced into the
Army while he was at the head of affairs, he
was not a great intellectual beacon in the mili-
tary world, that he was lacking in originality
of outlook, and had a natural distrust for new
theories. It is now generally acknowledged that
he was mistaken in his condemnation of
GexEranL  SmitH-Dorrien  for the gallant
stand  which that officer made at Le
Cateau, and that, when the  period
of  trench warfare had  begun, the
attempt to pierce the German lines at Neuve
Chapelle, the costly action of Festubert, and
the delay in throwing the two divisions held in
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reserve into the battle of Loos, were found—
after the event—to be open to criticism. But

" in the unprecedented conditions of a wholly

new species of warfare, eonducted on so huge a
scale, errors of judgment, of strategy, and of
tactics were, it may be said once again, common’
to both sides and to all armies and their com-
manders. Nothing can do away with the
crucial facts that the first commander of the
British forces did, in concert with MARSHAL
Jorrre, so conduet that anxious and critical
retreat that, when the moment came for the
advance, the British were the first troops to
cross the Marne, that they were again the
first to cross the Aisne in  pursuit
of the enemy, and that their = dogged
resolution wunder their doggedly resolute |
commander was largely instrumental in pre- |
venting the enemy from winning the race for

| the Channel ports.

It was left to others to complete the work
which Lorp Ypres and the officers and men
of the Expeditionary Force, of which he was
the type and, to a large extent, the
creator, had alone made possible. For what
he and they did in those dark and early days
the country and the whole of civilization owe
them a debt that can never be paid and never
forgotten. The difficulty of their task was not
only due to the odds against which they had
to fight. After the retreat had been stayed and
the line of the front stabilized, they had to
oppose to entirely new econditions of warfare
newly improvised methods of strategical and
tactical attack and defence, in the working out
of which, both then and in later days, many mis-
takes were made. Lorp YPrRES himself from the
first moment of his landing. had to adapt himself
to the »éle of deciding on his policy and of
making his dispositions in concert with, and |
to some extent in subordination to, the military

plans and ideas of a commander and armies ;

who, though our trusted and admired Allies,
were men of another race. That he was as
successful as he was in dealing with the posis
tion in which he was placed, even more delicate
perhaps in his case than in that of MARsHAL
JorrrE, is an added reason for the gratitude
which the country owes him. He chose as his
title, when he received his earldom—one of the
many honours bestowed upon him by his Kina
and country and by the Allies—the name of the

“town which, for the valour and determination

of the prolonged resistance shown there under
his command, was to the British armies what |
Verdun was to the French. The honour of |
bearing that proud title was rightfully his. But
it was shared in a very real sense with the men
whom he led, because in them were reflected
the high sense of duty and the stubborn fighting
spirit which made him the type and represen-
tative of the soldierly qualities that enabl
them, in the darkest hours of trial, to holdn |
to the end. ] e 1
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IRST COMMANDER OF
THE B.E.F.

. The Earl of Ypres, whose death we
record with much regret this morning,
will always live in history as the first
Commander<in-Chief of the British Ex-
peditionary Force in the ‘Gréat ‘War.

To assess his true position among our
great soldiers is mnot altogether  easy.

The early half of his life shows him to have

been first a regimental and then a staff |
officer of jprogressive views, much in-

terested in educational and = tactical

advancement.. The opening of the South

African War marked his sudden rise to
fame and the: real zenith of his
career, to which he was unquestionably
assisted’ by the peculiar military charac-
teristics of his opponents. - The next
period is one of plodding, constructive
effort towards the adaptation of the
British Army to a new purpose. His
labours at this stage can rightly be said to
have been-successful. It is true that the
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Navy, in which He remained altogether
four years. The naval service, however,
attracted him but little, and he decided
to abandon it for the Army. '

With -that, object in view he entered
the Militia, and obtained his first com-
mission in the 8th Hussars on Feb-
ruary 28;71874, being transferred a few
weeks later to the 19th Hussars. In this
corps he served through every rank until
he eventually gained command. He soon
proved himself to be a capable horseman,
was fond of polo, and took a serious

interest in his career. .. Unlike many

officers of the period, he did not despise
study, and, like Wellington, came to
appreciate the value of regular daily
work. “In October, 1880, he was pro-
moted - captain, and in April, 1881,
became adjutant of the Northumberland
Yeomanry, attaining major’s rank just
two years later. :

THE  SUDAN AND INDIA.

French rejoined his regiment on Sep-
tember 24, 1884, and forthwith com-
manded . the party of 19th Hussars
allotted to Sir Herbert Stewart’s column
in the Sudan Expedition of 1884-5, which
was being dispatched to the relief of
Gordon. He was present at the actions
of Abu XKlea, Gubat, and Metammeh,
earning high approbation for his conduct.
‘When Khartum had fallen and the
column began to retrace its steps, French
exhibited’ much courage and resource.
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at Elandslaagte. This was his first com- |
mand of a force -of all arms in the field ;
his success won him high praise.
the reverse at Lombard’s Kop it became
manifest that Ladysmith would be
blockaded ; so French, realizing that a{
cavalry leader could be of little value |
with a besieged force, managed to/l
escape, with his staff, by the last train, {
actually under the enemy’s fire.

He then proceeded to Cape Colony,
where the outlook was disquieting.
Methuen was moving up the railway |’
from Cape Town to relieve Kimberley,
while Gatacre was protecting the eastern
colony. Inthemeantime a force of Boers
‘under Schoeman had crossed the Orange
River, threatening to intervene between |

. Methuen and Gatacre. The enemy held

Colesherg, thereby menacing the railway
on which Methuen wasdependent. French
with a flying column was ordered to hold
Schoeman in check. On November 21
he established his headquarters at Naauw-
poort: Junction, south of . Colesberg.
After the successive defeats in December |
of Methuen at Magersfontein, of Gatacre |
at Stormberg, and of Buller at Colenso,
the occupation of the colony combined
with a rising of disloyal Dutch seemed
inevitable. French, however, succeeded
in retrieving this ugly. situation, and
Roberts, on arriving at Cape Town in
January, 1900, found the colony prac-
tically clear of the enemy, so that an
immediate advance into the Orange River

After | |

T

I came on him,” said Sir Evelyn Wood, |
“ the last man of the last section of the
rearguard.”  Sir Redvers Buller also
wrote of thim, * The, force owés much to |
Major French.” From the Sudan he
returned to England a brevet lieutenant- \

opening of the European War exhibits no”
flash of  genius, no -strgtegic  triumph,
no tactical master-stroke on the part of
the British: Commander-in-Chief. = He
showed excellent qualities so long as the
war of movement lasted, but failed to

Free State became possible. = French’s
staff during this period included
Major Haig, the future Commander-in-|
Chief, and Major Herbert Lawrence, who |
in 1918 was to become Haig's Chief of the’
General Staff in France. ; :

adapt himself to. the .needs of trench
warfare. Yet the entire struggle was
instinet- with every manifestation of  a
high sense of duty and of a stubborn
fighting spirit on the part of each regi-
mental officer .and soldier. The laurels
attributed to Lord . Ypres accordingly
belong to the entire British Army, and he
himself stands as its type and the repre-
sentativé of 'its temper  through those
days of trial. -

n the summer following the end of the
war Lord Ypres published a book en-
titled “ 1914,” in which he gave his own
personal views of the retreat from Mons,
and committed himself to the severest
condemnation of General Smith-Dorrien
for standing to fight at Le Cateau. Re-
cently  that officer broke his dignified
silence in articles published in 7The Times,
which served to confirm the impression
already créated by the carefully sifted
evidence and conclusions of the Official
History of the War. He has since given
a fuller account in his book, “ Memories
of Forty-Eight Years’ Service,” published
last April. Lord Ypres’s book was of
absorbing interest at the time, but it has
not stood the test of examination in the
light of later detailed knowledge. If it
‘cannot be forgotten; it must be forgiven.

FROM NAVY TO ARMY.

John Denton Pinkstone French was
born on September. 28, 1852, the year
which saw the birth of Marshal Joffre,
his future colleague in the Great War,
His father, Commander J, T. W. French,
R.N., who belonged to the family of
French, of Brench Park, County Roscom-
mon, settled, after retiring from the Navy,
at Ripple, .in Kent. His mother,
Miss Margaret Eccles, came from Glasgow.
John French, the: only son, lost both
parents during his childhood, and his
early eduecation:was superintended by
one of his six sisters, Mrs. Despard, who
was later well known as ‘a.leader of the
Feminist Movement.  Affer a short
gojourn. ' at a . preparatory school at
Harrow he was sent to Eastman’s Naval
Academy at Portsmouth, where many
naval officers have been educated. 1In
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colonel, and became second in command
of the 19th Hussars. {

Stimulated by his experiences in the
Sudan and by the example of his former |
commander, the brilliant Colonel Barrow,
he proved a zealous regimental. officer,
and devoted much thought to the train-
ing of the cavalryman. He obtained
command of the 19th Hussars in 1888,
Appreciating the value of the newly-
instituted system of squadron training,
French did much to exploit this reform,
with the result that the regiment gained
a great name for efficiency,” In the
autumn of 1891 he took the 19th to India.

Shortly after completing the statutory
period of command French became Staff
Officer to General Sir Geor Luck,
Inspector-General of ‘Cavalry in India..
In that capacity he participated in the
introduction, of many innovations in
cavalry training associated with that
officer’s name. The transfer of Sir
Georger Ludk to the War Office gave
French a further opportunity. He fol-
lowed his chief te England, and was ap-
pointed A.A.G. for Cavalry in August,
1895. A revised ‘‘Cavalry Training
Manual ” was issued by the new ' In-
spector, and French became its editor
and principal eontributor.. Other tasks,
such as the formation of cavalry brigades
of three regiments, also fell to him.,

SOUTH AFRICAN WAR.
A CAVALRY LEADER.

In May, 1897, French received the
command of the new 2nd Cavalry Bri-
gade, and in January, 1899, he was
transferred to -the lst Cavalry Brigade
at Aldershot. . “The 'outbreak of the
South ‘African - War thus offered him
a unique opportunity of "achieving a
reputation as a cavalry leader. On
September 23,° 1899, he was appointed
to command the mounted : troops. in
Natal under Sir George White. On
October 21, shortly after arriving at |
Ladysmith, he was ordered to reopen
communication with Yule’s column, then
retiring from Dundee, after the indecisive
action of :Talamra  Hill. French was
straightway faced with the task of dis-
lpdgine $he RBoers.from,.a strong position

In January Roberts began his north-|
ward advance, with Methuen standing on
the Modder facing Kronje, astride &
Kimberley railway, and Macdonald feint-
ing-on the Boer right flank. French was
now ordered to turn Kronje's left wing
in order to bring about the Boer retreat
from Magersfontein, and thereby relieve
Kimberley. On February 11, with three
cavalry brigades and a mounted infantry
brigade, he forced the River Riet. Bub
the ensuing operations, owing to heat,
dust, and absence of water, proved costly
in horses. On the 15th the march was
resumed when 1,000 Boers with artillery
opposed French’s advance. He forthwith
ordered two of his brigades to charge in
successive lines and in open order. This
charge by galloping cavalry proved too
much for undisciplined opponents, who
scattered: Later n the day French rode
into Kimberley,

KOEDOESRAND DRIFT AND|
PAARDEBERG. .

Meanwhile, Kronje was retreating on
Bloemfontein, and it seemed as if the| |
whole Boer force might be captured. |
French, although onl{ able to muster
1,200 horses in a condition fit to move,
succeeded in seizing Koedoesrand Drift,
The battle of Paardeberg and the Boer
surrender were the result of this effort.
Two attempts, made by De Wet and
Delarey, to stay the British progress
were next foiled by French’s mounted
.men at Poplar Grove and Driefontein.
At the time he was censured by certain | |
critics for mnot intercepting the flying
enemy. Later events, however, were to
prove the immense difficulty of cutting off
the elusive Boers in their ‘'own country.
Bloemfontein was occupied on March 13.
During the ensuing halt, French took
part in the indecisive action of Karee
Siding on March 29, also in the attempt
to surround a Boer Laager at Thaba |
Nchu on April 28. :

After a rest of six weeks, the advance!
on Johannesburg was continued. At
Kroonstadt the Boers were turned from
their position by French. On May 29 the
forpad..moyemen . began _again, _and |




annexation of the Transvaal.

he received a K.C.B.

His next task was the clearing of the
Tastern Transvaal. During July, 1900,
he captured Middelburg and Barberton. Africa had taught
Making use of little-frequented mountain | thought and sel
tracks, he came down on the latter place | from that
and surprised the Boers. On Novem- |
ber 3 he returned to Pretoria and assumed |
the supreme control of the Johannesburg cavalry officer,
district. His activity during the remainder arm in modern war.
of the war calls for iittle remark. InJune,
1901, he was transferred to the Cape
in order to eject the Boers, who were
again invading  those districts, and so
commanded the forces south of the
Orange River until peace. His services
during two years of tedious guerrilla’ peditionary
warfare were rewarded in August, 1902,

with the rank of: Lieutenant-General, foregone conelusion:

the rank of Fi
already indicate
other qualifica
be stated th

together with & K.C.M.G.
- TACTICAL TRAINING.

I From South Africa Sir John French
returned to take up the Aldershot Com-

mand, ‘which he held until November,
1907. During his tenure of that office
his whole efforts were directed towards

were being steadily enforced. But it
was mainly with the training of cavalry
that Sir John was personally concerned,

cavalry into mounted infantry. ~ In

February, 1907, he became a full general, |

“and later a G.C.V.O,
Tin- December of that year he was
appointed Inspector-General of the

Army Manceuvres on a new and realistic
scale. He visited Canada in 1910 with the
object of inspecting the Canadian Forces.

He also became a member of Tord |

Haldane’s Territorial Force Advisory
Committee. Ultimately, in March, 1912,

he was appointed Chief of the Imperial |

General Staff and First Military Member
of the Army Council, in succession to
Field-Marshal Lord Nicholson. is
position  he retained until the crisis of
April, 1914, which followed on the
refusal of certain cavalry officers to
participate in_any possible . coercion of
Ulster into joining an Irish Home Rule
Parliament. The undertaking given by
the Secretary of State to Generals

at the Curragh would not be used against

the Adjutant-General. When this pledge
was repudiated by the Cabinet, both Sir
John French and Sir Spencer Ewart
resigned their appointments. :

‘At this point we may consider what
Sir John French had achieved between
| the end of the South African ~and the
| beginning of the Great War. Through-
out that period he aimed consistently abt
improving the efficiency of each in-
dividual arm. He was responsible for
the introduction of a modern and sound
system of combined tactics, He had

vaal. ‘On June 3 Roberts moved on iod
“Pretoria, which fell on the 5th. The ng,? 10)(;3‘1151;
main Boer Army, under Botha, thereupon formation o
retired eastward along the Delagoa Bay ayords, his task had been the f
Railway to Diamond ‘Hill, thus threaten- (of the Britis 5
ing the British communications with ment fi

Bloemfontein. After the ensuing action fields.
on June1l,inwhichFrenchbookaleading described by
%art, Botha was thrust further eastward. great Y

The final operations closed with our -

advance to Koomati Port, the flight Jabours is, therefore
of President Kruger to Europe, and the performan’ceg oE4ho )
\ of the Great War. O
This campaign constitutes the most cannot be claime
successful episode in French’s career. He shone as agreab int

had won & valuable victory at Elands- military ‘world.
laagte ; he had stemmed the invasion ordinates ; he trus

of Cape Colony 3 and he had proved a afraid
main factor in Roberts’s advance from original
the Orange River to Koomati Poort. As innovator by nature, an
an immediate recompense his promotion . theories, i
to major-general’s rank was made sub-|
] stantive from September 23, 1899, and | fessional soldier, popu

with the creation: of the|
f all arms as the basic
f the British Army.

h Army into an instrus|
o on European battle-|
In this connexion he has been |
Sir Evelyn Wo
n ‘the tactical pro-
The success of his|
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n the other hand, it

driving force i
ess of the times.
| gtiffened by fresh reinforcements, then

ellectual beacon in the
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he.w&s not an
d distrusted Dew | gi John French and his little Army were
| transterred to Flanders, and the historie
| fighting round Ypres Adragged on from
d obedience and | October 22 until the middle of Novem-
; {ber. The British Commander-in-Chief
Even though South | gould scarcely do more than hold on to
him independence oL | iy ground. There was consequently |

to use them.
ity of outlook

He was essen
or proclaimed

tially what his
him to be, a pro-
lar-with his subordi-

respect, but in mo
and conventional.

st ways conservative

i. little opportunity for him to display any |

with many prejudices. ;
| great talent of leadership, save that of

1d show himself to be the
and a true
f the uses of his

Often he wou
“ obstinate little

THE GREAT WAR.
MONS AND THE MARNE:
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between the Firs
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German Cavalry Corps
few infantry, decided
the comman

he must fall
el Hentsch, thej

el ——
from German Bupreme |
Headquarters, having - discretionary
powers to do 80, ordered the First Army |
under von XKluck to conform - to this|
movement. The Allies maintained their |
pressure . on the retreating Germans,.
gradually forcing them back to the River |
Aigne. - The British were again the first
to cross that river on the night of Sep-
tember 12-13. But the Germans, now

renewed ‘their resistance with the result
that by September 15 there was & com-
plete deadlock.
FLANDERS AND TRENCH
WARFARE.

The race for the Channel ports ensued.

dogged resolution. That the result of
this fighting should have been such as
it actually was may be ascribed to the
tenacity of the British soldier and the
excellence of his previous training.

The winter saw the beginning of the
weary period of trench warfare. - At
the end of February, Sir John attempted
to pierce the German lines at Neuve |
Chapelle, ‘a costly éffort which yielded
no results of importance. Soon after,
on April 26, there began the second
battle of Ypres, characterized by the
first employment of discharges of chlorine
gas by the Germans. The enemy was
again only prevented from converting
his initial gains into a serious SUCCess |

by the tenacity of the British soldier.

On May 9-16 was fought the costly action

at Festubert which achieved 1o result
whatsoever. Throughout the surmer
the British began augmenting their
| forces in men, guns, and ammunition.
| Finally, after the advent of the New
Army. divisions, & fresh attempt ab
| piercing  the ~ German lines was made
| from Bethune, with & view to assisting

a great French offensive in Champagne.

on September 25.° Much hard fighting
for little advantage resilted.  Sir John,
in an old-fashioned way, had retained
a strategic reserve, compqsed of the
921st and 24th Divisions, his  own
hands until too late. The conseguence
was that these raw troops were hurried
into battle when the fow of the onslaught
had already turned to ebb, and they
proved incapable of checking the German:
counter-attacks. With this failure, muqh’
questioning in high places arose as to Sir
John’s ability, to withstand the strain
of this new class of warfare. Finally,
it was decided to velieve him, and to
appoint Sir Douglas Haig to command
our Armies in France.

THE HOME COMMAND.

Sir John French was therefore raised
to . the . peerage in January, 1916
(taking the title of Viscount French
of Ypres and High Lake, Co. Ros-
common), recalled, and entrqsted with
the  command of the entire forces
in the United Kingdom, where the con-
trol, training, and administration of the




iroops on pre-war lines were not proving
altogether satisfactory. In this new
appointment the reputation and experi-
ence he had acquired in France found a
profitable outlet. He first placed our
' whole system of military training on a |
i sounder footing. Next he turned to the
actual defence of the country against
raid or invasion. Mindful of the teaching
of the war, he decided to give up the
accepted idea of trusting to strategic
movements inland to achieve the ulti- |
mate defeat of the enemy. Accordingly, |
he laid his plans so as to crush any in- |
vading or raiding troops on the beach, |
thus denying them time or space to
deploy on shore. ~ This - scheme was
fortunately not tested by actual events.
But the problem of defence against
aerial attack of the United Kingdom
was entrusted to him, and was success-
fully solved under his supervision,

VICEROY OF IRELAND.

So the years of war saw him busily
employed until May, 1918, when he was
selected to assume the office of Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland. It was soon
after the Irish Convention had com-
pleted its long'labours that Lord French
arrived in Dublin. His appointment
was accompanied by that of Mr. Shortt

as Chief Secretary, and his task was
intended to be that of putting into
execution the conclusions of the Con-
vention. These might roughly be de-
scribed as the grant of Home Rule to
Ireland, with a modified form of Dominion
status, in return for the application of
military conscription to that country.
It was expected that Lord French’s war-

like prestige would facilitate the institu-
tion of the necessary machinery of re-
cruiting. At the same time, it was
hoped that a military Viceroy might be
able to contribute to the restoration of
order in the island.
Disillusionment very soon set in. - The
Trish people had long passed the point
at which they would accept conscription
under any guise, and resistance to the
forces of law and order were rapidly to
| gain ground. Lord French had made per-
| sonal efforts to asgist in raising a contin-
gent of even 50,000 recruits in Ireland with
but indifferent success, when the Great |
War came to an end. The General Elec-
tion, held,k at the close of 1918, wds
followed by the declaration of an Irish
’vRepublio by Sinn Fein: :
_ _After that nothing that the new
Viceroy could do was of any avail. The
government of Ireland by military autho-
rity, based on new Regulations for the
Restoration of Order, offers no feature of
redeeming interest in the mournful tale
of those years of virtual civil war. - It
must be granted that this system of mili-
tary government was but a compromise,
since- the troops were never accorded a
free hand. The situation in some respects
resembled that prevalent in South Africa
during 1901-02, with this great difference,
that in Ireland the Army was limited as
to its activity by restrictions that ]
rendered the soldier’s duty * assuredly
ineffective and cruelly thankless. ~ Lord
French <ould never dissociate - himself
| from the military point of view, and his
relations with his Majesty’s Government
in London were consequently not always
easy. In November, 1919, an attempt
was made on his life; a bomb was
thrown at his motor-car, but luckily
missed its mark. From that point until
he resigned his appointment, the system
of ““ Castle government ** in Ireland was
to depend entirely on the capacity of
the troops and of the Royal Irish Con-
stabulary, assisted by auxiliary police
units, to enforce the law by arms. There
was never any scope for Lord French to
display military ability in this lamentable
struggle, so that the detailed history of
his tenure of office is best passed over.
Lord French was advanced to anearldom
in May, 1921, when he retired from the

| service as a captain.

office of Lord Lieutenant, and in June,
1922, it was announced that lusstyle was

to be Earl of Ypres. He was the recipient |
of numerous other honours and rewards.
In December, 1914, he received the
Order of Merit, in 1917 he was made a
Knight of St. Patrick, and in 1918 he
was sworn of the Privy Council. In
August, 1919, he received the thanks of
the nation for his services, together with
a grant of £50,000 by vote of the House
of Commons. He also réceived the
D.C.L. of Oxford and the LL.D. of Cam-
bridge, and the freedom of the City of
London with a sword of honour. He was
Colonel of the Irish Guards and the 19th
Hussars, hon. Colonel of the Cambridge-
shire Regiment, and Colonel-in-Chief
of the Royal Irish Regiment. He possessed
all the principal orders of the Allies;
before the war he had received the
Danish Order of the Dannebrog and the
Order of Merit of Spain. He was elected a
member of the Athengum under Rule 11.
in 1904, and was also a member of the
United Service, Cavalry, and Marl-
borough Clubs.

He married, in 1880, Eleanora, daughter
of R. W. Selby-Lowndes, of KElmers,
Bletchley, and leaves two sons, both ©
whom served in the Great War. Thej
elder, John Richard Lowndes, Viscount’
French, who succeeds to the title,
followed a mormal career in the Royal
Horse Artillery, but retired from the
He married a
daughter of Major-General T. J. Lambart,
and has a son and daughter. Lord Ypres’s
second son, the Hon. Edward Gerald
Prench, went out to France in 1915 as’l{
adjutant of the 11th Yorkshire Regiment:;
was wounded and promoted major, and
received a D.S.0. in 1918. He married
Leila, daughter of Robert King, and has
two daughters, Lord Ypres also leaves
one daughter, Lady Essex Eleanora
French,

AN APPRECIATION.

BUILDING UP THE OLD
. ARMY.

Jevery 100 of Lord Ypres's fellow-country-

{ John French at Aldershot, the old Army

We have received the following appre-
ciation from Lord Midleton, who was |
Secretary of State for War, 1900 to |
1903 :—

The Great War has so dwarfed all per- |

sonalities and achievements that 99 out of |

men associate his name with the Retreat
from Mons, and forget the degree to which
his previous efforts influenced the almost
hopeless conditions under which the
Expeditionary Force was organized. The
three men to whom, beyond all others, the
country is indebted for the “ Old Con-{
temptibles ” were Lord Wolseley, Sir
Evelyn Wood, and Sir John French.

Let the conditions be remembered. For
30 years before the war successive Govern-
ments, even after the formation of the
“Defence Committee,”” had deeclined to
allow the War Office to organize for
participation in a European. War, Small’
expeditions and the defence of India
against Russia were the shibboleth of
Cabinets whom no Secretary for War
could persuade that in a European
mélée England, intervening by her Fleet,
would never be able to keep 100,000 red-
coats idle in their barracks. Inertia
reigned supreme at the War Office until
Lord Wolseley, as Adjutant-General
(1882-1890), began a continuous and
successful action for reform with the fine
old Conservative Commander-in-Chief,
who enjoyed the implicit confidence of the
Army, but his victories were Pyrrhic so
long as the chief commands were given, to
use his own words, to “bow and arrow
generals.” When Mr. Stanhope, in the
face of much Court opposition, gave Sir
Evelyn Wood the Aldershot Command in
1891, the reform of training proceeded
apace, The German Emperor, attending
two Aldershot field days at three years’
interval, expressed his astonishment at the
change in the training.

Ten years later, in 1902, with Sir
Evelyn Wood Adjutant-General and Sir

was built up. The strength of the home
battalions and artillery was substantially
increased ; the reserves were doubled;
the stores were attached to the units :
and, above all, no appointment to a
command after the close of the Boer War
was made unless with a view to taking
the troops into the field. The Army ceased
to be one to which peace was a necessity.

. The part which Sir John French played
in these great changes was a remarkable
one. He was not a natural organizer, like
Lord Wolseley, and his own view of hig

ability in the field - is-a-vis Sir - Evelyn
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Wood may be gauged by a charming re-
mark he made to the writer when his com-
mand and Sir Evelyn’s were pitted against
each other in the manceuvres in 1903 ;—

What are you going to prove by your con-
test between Aldershot and Salisbury ? It
Evelyn wing, it only shows what everyone
knows, that he ig our best tactician ; and if I
win,.it. only proves he is our best trainer, and I
have learned almost everything I know from
him.

But, apart from his fine qualities as a
leader, Sir John French held that, in case
of war, our Army would be employed on
the Continent ; that every nerve must be
strained to get ready ; that our mobiliza-
tion should be as perfect as the German ;
and that cavalry should be trained for
Europe, and not for the North-Western
Frontier. This view, which he never con-
cealed, was gallant in the extreme. It
was in the face of every Cabinet decision,
and, indeed, even in the years immediately
preceding the war, regiments and strength
of Regular troops were recklessly reduced
and stores cut down to supply additional
money for the Territorial Army.

In August, 1914, came the vindication of
these prolonged efforts. Tt is a misfortune
that so splendid a public servant should
have undertaken in person the justification |
of his great command in France. His
book, “ 1914,” does not truly represent the
man, In some ways the Field-Marshal |
had never outgrown the subaltern cavalry |
officer. Impetuous, frank, and keen, he |
chafed under the heavy-handed inter-
ferences of a Secretary of State who was
also his military superior. - If the French-
Kitchener controversies had been left to
the pen of an outsider French would have
had nothing to lose, and any impartial
friend would have urged him to eliminate
certain paragraphs from his book. But in
the ranks of those who' fought hardest,
hoped against hope, and knew no fear, the
name of the man who trained the Expedi-
tionary Force and commanded it through
one of the most outstanding achievements
of British history must always hold first
place. MiDLETON.

AVE ATQUE SALVE.

Oh little mighty Force that greatly led

The Arms of Britain when Reveille
called !

John French’s little Army, mocked and
marked

Tirst for destruction, that triumphant
held, . .

And dying broke the spear-point in your
heart—

You bore the standard of our honour
high, : ‘

8o high it neared Heaven's rampart
e’er you passed.

Oh little Force, man now the rampart
—Blow .
Your trumpets, falling in the Soldier

Souls ;
Calling your Captain to your ranks

again. :
BEATRIX BRICE.
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Lord Ypres.

! Lorp YPreEs was a good cavalry
leader, and would have made a fine
figure in any ‘‘colonial war.” But
{the Great War of 1914-15 was not of
{the “colonial”” kind, and cavalry-
| leading was at a discount in it, He
could be rapid and energetic and get
good work out of his men in any cir-
cumstances where a sort of personal
touch could be kept with a whole
army, but in a war in which armies|
were as numerous ag divisions used to |
be, and in which successful action |
depended on elaborate staff-work, on
careful co-operation not only with
one’s own people but with foreign
staffs, and on a deep and resolute
vision of the fundamentals of a situa- |
tion, he wag often at a loss. His
irresolution during the great retreat
which ended in the Battle of the Marne
is. notorious and admitted; his inten-
tion of withdrawing the British army
altogether from the line was only
stopped by the intervention of Mr.
AsquiTh, as he then was, and Lord
K1TcHENER, who hurried over to France
and imposed on him a plain instruction.
In the early days of 1915 he wholly
misinterpreted the needs of the army
for shells, misled the authorities at
home, and afterwards blamed them for
a shortage for which he could not but
be held himself in a large degree ve-
sponsible. The defence which he after-
wards published of his share in these
doings did not improve his case. It
has to be remembered, in a general
judgment on his ‘work during the
campaign, that he was attempting the
difficult task of co-operating with the
French and of acting as an independent
commander-in-chief of the British army,
and, of course, that many wiser men
than he were astray in their estimates
of the demands which a modern war
would make on both men and materials.
That may be, and Lord Ypres did many
gervices during his career for which his
country should be grateful, but it is
well, all the same, that peoples who
indulge in Great Wars should realise
later, if they did not know at the time,
the weaknesses of the leadership in
whose hands their fortunes lay. /!,4
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MORT DU MARECHAL FRENCH

Le comte &’Ypres, qui restera plus connu dans
I'histoire sous le nom de French qu'il illusira,
s'est éteint vendredi soir, au chateau de Deal, &
l'age do 73 ans, aprés une carriére brillante.

Depuis plusieurs jours, son état de santé’s'était
ageravé et on prévoyait sa fin prochaine; Lady
d'Ypres, sa femme, le vicomte French et I'hono-
rable Gerald French, ses fils, et lady Essex French,
sa fllle, étaient & son chevet lorsqu’il mourut, Il
avait subi, en mars, une grave opératicn dans une
clinique de Londres. Vers la fin du mois de mars
son état commenca a inspirer des inquiétudes. Le
roi vint le voir. a la clinique, ainsi-que I'ambassa-~
deur de Belgique au. nom du roi des Belges, et
parmi les visiteurs qui suivirent cet. exemple fu-
rent MM, Lloyd George et Winston Churehill,

Dimanche dernier, e maréchal demanda a éire
transporté de Londres au chateau de Deal, dont
il est gouverneur dexgpis 1923, afin de mourir prés
du petit village de Ripple, qui est & quatre Kilo-
métres de Deal. :

Né 2 Ripple, dans le comté de Kent, le 28 sep-
tembre 1852, fils d'un capitaine de vaisseau, John
French avait débubé dans .la marine en 4866, &
bord du Britannia, mais en 1874 il passa au 8
puis au 19° hussards, aveo lequel il fit la campa-
gnoe du Soudan en 1884-85. Colonel de-ce régiment

de 1839 A 1893, il oécupa le poste d'adjudant géné-
ral de la cavalerie jusqu'en 1893 et demeura a
'état-major général do larmée jusqu'en 1897
Promu brigadier, il exerca le. commandement de la
' seconde brigade de cavalerie et, général-major
deux ans plus tard, il prit le commandement de 1a
premidre prigade de cavalerie A Aldershot. Clest
en cette qualité qu'il fut désigné comme chef de
la division de cavalerie en Afrique du Sud, au dé-
but de la guerre contre le Transvaal ot la Répu-

blique d’Orange. 11 prit une Rart considérable aux |

“combats d'Elandslaagte, de [
berdshap, de Colesberg et de Kimberley. A huit re-
prises, il fut cité 4 lordre de l'armée pour sa
brillante conduite. Le commandement du 1°7 corps
d'armée lui fut confié de 1901 a 1907,

Chef de I'état-major général de 1011 A 1914, il
fut nommé maréchal en 1913. Sir John French
oxerca doés le début de la guerre le commande-
~ment en chef de ce corps expéditionnaire que Guil-
lcume II appelait « la méprisable petite armée du
maréchal French ». A de nombreuses reprises,
ford Kitehener fit officiellement le plus vif éloge
de son activité et de son caractére militaire. Son

calme 6tait légendaire dans Parmée- britannique g
gui professait pour lui autant de syrapathie queg

a confiance. En décémbre 1015, ‘il fut, remplac
par sir Douglas Haig a la tote de 'armée anglais
sur le continent, et. le maréchal French prit le
commandement des :troupes stationnées . dans le
Royaume-Uni,

A cetle occasion, le roi lui conféra le titre de
vicomte d'Ypres et de High Lake.

ietfontein, de Lam- |

La France avait honocé de la grand'croix de
notre ordre national et de la médaille militaire
cel éminent collaborateur de la premiére heure.

En quittant, dans les derniers jours de 1915, son
commandement en France, le maréchal French
avait adressé aux troupes scus ses ordres un
message d'une grande beauté.

e déeolare exprimer aux .officiers, sous-officiers et
soldats avec qui j'al été si étroitement assoclé pendant
ces derniers seize mois le chagrin profond de les quit~
ter avant que la campagne que nous falsons ensemble
dopuis si longlemps ait été terminée victorieusement.
J'ai eependant la conviction la plus absolue que le cou-
ronnement victorieux de leurs splendides et hérelques
efforts n'est pas éloigné, et je sujvrai leur progreés vers'
l'atteinte du but final avee un intérét passionné et l'es-
poir le plus confiant.

Les succds obtenus jusqu'a présent sont dus au cou-
rage indomptable, a la ténacité acharnée ne connaissant
pas de défaite et A la bravoure héroiaue gl fréjuem-
ment prouvées par les soldats de l'armée eplendida
dont oe sera la fierté ef l1a gloire de ma vie d’avoir
dirigé pendant seize mois les combats incessants. :

Et au triste moment du départ, ma pensée va a ceux |
que leurs blessures ont rendus infirmes pour Ia vie;
elle se porte avec tristesse sur la grande et glorieuse

troupe de nos chers camarades qui ont bravemen’ fait
. le plus grand sacrifice en donnant leur existence pour

la patrie. :

Disant adieu & l'armée britannique en France, je lut
demande b nouveau d'accepter l'expression la plus pro-
fonde de ma gratitude et de ma reconnaissance émue.
ainsi que mes meilleurs souhaits pour le glorfeux avenir
que jé saissiui &tre aspueé, : s i e

s En 1918, le maréchzﬂ. French avaip 6té appelé.
la lord-lieutenance d'Irlande; pour: tenter, ;par son .
prestige, ‘d'apaiser le PayEe.’ il ;

A la fin de 1919 il échappa 3 un attentat et
quitta I'Irlande en avril 1920,

Le mois suivant il faisait le pélerinage d'Ypres
pour revoir le front qu'il avait si brillamment dé-
fendu au début de la guerre.

Au mois de mai de l'an dernier, le maréchal

résidait a Londres le diner des Amis de la

‘rance. Il y pronon¢a un discours d'une grande
éiévation :

Lalliance franco-britannique veut dire = la sécurité
non seulement pour la France, mais pour lda Grande-
Bretagne. Voild sa raison d'étre, car ce n'est que par
une alliance durable entre les deux grandes nations
occidentales que la paix du -monde peut étre assurée.
On n’exagére pas en disant que la France est en train
de parfaire la cause des alliés, seule et sans soutien
a~ moyen_de vastes dépenses qu'elle ne peut pas sup-
porter. Biie est tenue a garder sur pied une grande
armée et ure force adérienne, et elle joue, ni plus ni
moins, ‘le roéle d’avant-garde pour les alliés.

Le maréchal French concluait en demandant que
la nation anglaise soutint la continuité de l'al-
liance franco-britannique dans I'intérét de la paix-

B T

mondiale et de I'existence méme de I'empire bri-
tannique.

(est une grande et loyale figure dW
disparait. . ik
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Cape Times (Kapstadt)

A Reuter message
announces the death of
of Ypres.

OF THE EARL OF
YPRES.

received late last night,
Field-Marshal the Earl

)

John Denton Pinkstone French was
born on September 28, 1852 (the same
year as his colleague in the Great War,
General Joffre), at Ripplevale, near
_W'a.lrper. Kent claims him, but he has
in him both Irish and Scotch blood,
which has gone to the making of so
many famous soldiers. As a boy he
was always playing at soldiers; since
he embraced his profession he has been
an indefatigable~ student of military
history. But, like Sir Evelyn Wood,
he began to serve his country in the

eral of the Forces. His retirement
therefrom in -March 1914, gave him a
good four months’ holiday; and when,
on August 4 of that yedr, his country
‘called him again, Sir John French was
found ready.

He at once went to Kitchener and
offered to serve under him in the field,
but the powers that be decided that
Kitchener should go to the War Office,
while French would lead the Expedi-
tionary Force. He commanded the
British Army on the Western Front

Navy. At 18 he left the senior ser-
vice, and entered the Army by way of
the Militia—a case of Hobson's choice.
In 1874 French joined the 8th Hus-
sars, from which he was transferred to
the 19th; where he proved himself a
capable officer and a good sportsman ;
1880 saw him gazetted captain, and
married to a daughter of Mr. R. W.
Selby - Lowndes, of Bletchley, Bucks.
For the four following years he was
Adjutant to the Northumberland Yeo-
manry ; was left there, to his disgust,
when the 19th went to Egypt in 1882,
and was not happy until he followed it
in 1884. 4

In Egypt he saw much dangerous
service, and learned how to endure re-
treat, after the fall of Khartoum. Yet,
amid the Egyptian disappointments,
French won laurels for tﬂe work he
did with the 19th Hussars, as Lieut.-
Colonel of which he returned to Eng-
land. Years of study and waiting fol-
lowed, during which he did brilliant
service in Ingia, where he reorganised
the cavalry. In 1883 he was retired
on half-pay, but the period of inaction
was fruitful in further original study
of cavalry tactics. He wrote a new
cavalry drill-book, which masterpiece
brought him back in 1895 to the active
list as A.A.G. of Cavalry. His re-
forms were revolutionary; 1899 found
him Major-General Commanding the
1st Cavalry Brigade at Aldershot.

To the public, however, this bril-
liant, soldier was almost unknown when
he took command of the cavalry in

Natal, and proved his talents at
Elandslaagte and Rietfontein. Just in
time, he escaped from beleaguered
Ladysmith, and saved the situation
around Colesberg. French’s crowning
triumph was the relief of Kimberley,
which he reached by a movement of
consummate daring. This led to the
capture of Cronje at Paardeberg, and
during the rest of the war French did
invaluable service. Knighted, he re-
turned home to his Aldershot Command,
and in 1907 he became Inspector-Gen-

from Mons till the end of 1915, when |
he handed over to Sir Douglas Haig.
The chief events in France while he
was in command were the retreat from
Mons under circumstances of great
difficalty § the battle of the Marne,
and subsequent advance to the Aisne;
the transfer of the Expeditionary
Force* to Flanders; the desperate
fighting in the autumn, generally called
the first battle of Ypres; the success-
ful Neuve Chapelle offensive under-
taken in March, 1915; the second
battle of Ypres in April, 1915; the
abortive operations near Festubert em-
barked on a few days later; and the
important. victory won in September in
the region of . - During the 17
months the Field-Marshal led the Bri-
tish troops in the field, these rose ex-
cluding cavalry, from an original total

of five divisions at the front to a total

of 34 divisions.

His forces up to the last three months
suffered greatly from lack of artillery
ammunition, except during thg opening
weeks of the campaign. This ham-
pered his operations to a hopeless ex-
tent, and it was largely as a result of
the public agitation which he inspired
in favour of *shells and still more
shells,” that the politicians at home
were brought to a realisation of the
actualities of the situation.

After his resignation from the posi-
tion of Commander-in-Chief in the
field he became 'Commander-in-Chief of
the troops at home, and this he held
until May, 1918, when he went to Ire-
land as Lord-Lieutenant.

It was in 1915 that Sir John French
was created Viscount of Ypres and of
Highlake, and in 1921 he was created
Earl of Ypres, when his term of office
in Irel was over. He became Captain
of Deal Castle since 1923. Of late

reat soldier had been in faili

ealth, and on Sunday last was ¢
veyed to London. The fluctuations
his conditions were not reassuring,

it was reported on Thursday night,
was gradually sinking.
&

-~ — - - s




| FIELD-MARSHAL LORD FRENCH.




40725 o03p 000

Hamburgisches ¢! .
Welt - Wirtschafts - Archiv. SIENAtUDR o0 R L R

P a0 St 192

New York Evening Post (New York)
‘WH160..

0D FOF SAYS FRENCH
“ACKED SACRED FIRE

Gen. Von Kuhl Praises Earl of Ypres
But Says Germans
Fooled Him

“HANDICAPPED BY LONDON":

Evening Post Foreign Service
Copuright, 1025, by N, Y. Evening Pogt, Inc.
Berlin, May 25.—General von Kuhl, who

was Von Kluck's chief of staff in 1914,
in an obituary on the Earl of Ypres, for-
merly Field Marshal French, characterizes
his old opponent in that campaign as a
“‘capable, distinguished soldier who did
| honor to the British name on all battle-
fields where he was engaged, but lacked
the sacred fire, the boldness and daring
of a really great commander.”

The little British Army was a “brave,
excellently trained force,” on which fell
the brunt of the German attack in the
invasion of France,

Von Kuhl critcizes Field Marshal
French's lack of initiative "aftepwddarshal
Joffresmssumed the offensive on the Marne,
asserting he allowed himself to be fooled
and held up by a German cavalry screen
and failed to take advantage of the great
opportunity in the closing stage of the
battle to thrust his army resolutely into
the gap which developed between the
German first and second armies.

He was handicapped, however, by Lon-
don orders to take no risks with the Brit-
ish Army and “made good in the struggles
around Ypres, from which he took his |
title.” !

\-’
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The Times (London)

ABBEY FUNERAL
SERVICE.

IMPRESSIVE SCENE.
(By Our Special Correspondents.)

Yesterday afternoon the funeral service
of Field-Marshal the Earl of Ypres—
whom England knows best, and history
will always remember, as Sir John French
—was held in Westminster-Abbey ; and
it was the first time within the memory

a soldier has been held there. It was a
solemn and beautiful ceremony, made
splendid by the distinetion of the com-
pany gathered in the great church and the
blaze of military uniforms and decora-
tions.

The choir and transepts of the Abbey
were reserved for personal friends of
the Tield-Marshal and representative
mourners ; the nave being open to the
general public, The service was set for
5.30, but an hour before.that time the con-
gregation had already begun to assemble,
and for the last hali-hour the.organist
played, first, the two Chorale Preludes of
Brahms, then Harwood’s *“Requiem
Aternam,” and, finally and very beauti-
fully, the Chorale Prelude of Bach. During
this time the nave was filling while, enter-
ing by the West Cloister door, the occu-
pants of seats in the choir and transepts
were being shown to their places by officers
of the Irish Guards. Conspicuous figures
were Marshal Jofire, representing the

M.43972

‘I'ne coftin, which had come irom the
Guards Chapel, was met at the West door
by the choir and. clergy of the Abbey.
For a few minutes, the organ having
ceased, the silence was almost painful.
Then the voices of the choir rang out, and
slowly—oh, so slowly !—the procession
moved up the aisle to the singing of the
Sentences from the Burial Service. The
coffin, borne by eight men of the Irish
Guards, came to rest under the lantern,
upon the Union Jack which covered it
being the Field-Marshal’s hat, with its
white plume, and baton, and one large
wreath of white carnations and green fern.
At the. fomr :corners. menyofythe Irish
Guards took up position, tq stand, with
bowed heads and arms revered, immowv-
able throughout the service.

After the 121st Psalm, * I'will lift up
mine eyes unto the hills,” the Lesson,
1 Cor., xv. 51-58 (* Behold I show you a
mystery ), was read by Archdeacon
Charles. Then came the hymn, “ Before
Jehovah’s awful Throne”; and versicles
and prayers by the Precentor of the

Abbey, including the short prayer of the
Order of the Bath :—

God save our Gracious Sovereign and all the
brotherhood, living and departed, of the Most
Honourable Order of the Bath.

“THE LAST POST.”

The Grace followed and then another
hymn, “ O God, our help in ages past,”
singularly impressive and moving. But it
was_ after the Collect and after the
Blessing had been given by Canon
Carnegie that the really heartrending
moment of the service came, when, from
somewhere by the chancel, there broke on
the silence the first long notes of “ The |
Last Post,” by bugles of the Irish Guards. |
Up the notes soared, wreathing round the !
pillars, passing from arch to arch, linger-
ing in the vaulting of the roof ; and then

French Government . and Army, and
Lieutenant-General Bernheim, of the Bel-

gian Army, both of whom were among the |

pall bearers. The other pall bearers

Were ;—

Atr CHEP MARSHAL Sir HuGH TRENCHARD,
GeNErRAL Lorp HORNE, GENERAL SR JAMES
WiLLCOCKS, GENERAL Sk  HORACE SMITH-
DoRrrIEN, GENERAL Sie IAN HaMiuToN, Frerp-
MaArsSHAL SR ARTHUR Barrerr, Frerp-
MarsHATL SR WILLIAM ROBERTSON, ADMIRAL
of the Freer EArn Bearry, Frerp-

the nerve-ghattering cataract of the drums
{and “ The Réveills.”
While the organist played Chopin’s

{ Funeral March, the procession re-formed

|and passed down the aisle, the coffin lifted
{again by its eight bearers, the pall-bearers
and bearers of the Field-Marshal’s in-
!signia following, and after them the body
of the mourners, while the packed mass
of peopleTiln the nave stood with bowed

e

Xauman, the Hon, Bertram trench, Mr, I,
French Kemp, Mr. Edward Lydall, Mrs. F.
Lydall, Miss C. M. Lydall, Colonel and Mrs.
Schofield, . Major Despencer-Robertson, Lady
and Miss Robertson, and Mr. and Mrs. Alger-
non Aspinall.
The general congregation included :—
The French Ambassador, the Belgian Ambassador, the
Ambassador, the Egyptian Minister and .the
Counsellor of the ¥gyptian Legation. the Polish Milifary
ﬁtuché. the Japanese Military Attaché, the Serbian
hmt«ary A‘%L:rc'll;s. the Earl of Bsz‘t_l!ou{.m Mr.‘C)}\{lmhtlL Iﬁ:r
ming R $ I
e e ey :m fmer diom 3
nti e te

Admiral Frank Larken: (repre be First,
he Admiralty), Mr. H. L. Th (representing the
F ), Mr. G. G. Whiskard (representing the
. Vice-Admiral

n- 15

Col , Mr. Lloy

he Hon. Bir Hubert Brand and Rear-Admiral J. D.
Kelly (representing the Board of Admiralty), Air Vice-
Marshal - 8ir Geo!h:{ Salmond Qv'epmentmg the
Air Council), Colon Sir Lisle ebb (represent-
ing the r Pensions), Admi r,
-ﬁxr:b?%nunx theM R(;ysl Na P Jou'.h) Sir

Creed: r. Jan erson, -
[ Duchess o{ 'Ruﬂfk:g. Violet: Duchéss of R%nd. the

ness o y. with Lady Paget, the
Marquess Camden (Lord Lieutenant f count:
Kent), the Mm?xeu and Mmhlom-or e A

-Quin, Lord and ILad
count Valentia, Viscount and Viscountess FitzAlan,
Viscount Hamgden. Viscount Burnham, Viscoun!
Viscount. Gough, Lord Decies, Lord Southwark, Lord and
Lady St. John of Bletso, Lady Wavertree, Lord and
Lady Toch, Lord Oranmore and Browne, Lady Plumer
with Major Plumer, the Master of Elibank, and Lady
er:lvq%d the Earl of Ca:

T e Yarl of van, Ceneral Sir Henry
Mackinnon, General Sir Bryan and Lady Mahon, General
Bir George and Lady Milne, General 8ir John and Lady
| Maxwel, General Sir Charles Briggs, General Sir Bruce
ton, General the Hon. Sir Neville and Lady Lyttel-
ton, the Hon, Sir Herbert Lawrence, Lieutenant-
General Sir Thomas Snow, Lieutenant-Géneral 8ir George
fimaes, et Soieal s sl ooy

n r Fran yd, an
&tr Charles Kn.vtinuh. Air Vice-

J 8ir John Du Cane, Lieutenan

%ir Walter Braithwaite, Lieutenant-General Sir Charles

Harington, Tientenant-General 8 illiam Peyton,

L t-General - Sir Hugh Jeudwine, Lieutenant.

General Sir William Tefshman, I, t-General Sir
k w, Lieutenant-General Sir William

Campbell, lwtcnant»Genm.[ Sir John Keir, tenant-

tt, Liew g y
eu t-General Sir  Edward 5 n?e
Bethune, Lieutenant-General £ir 4

ir - Frederick uwm

Bridges, Lieutenant-General Sir
Lieutenant-General Sir William and. TLady Pulten,y,

Baird, |

Northey (represen :
gu Geo z

ral rge MacMunn,
fajor-General Sir Willlam Thwaites, Major-Ge;
Webb Gillman, Major-General the Hon. 'Fr;’nds Gl:?.{:.o?:ﬁg

{ heads. bearers of the insignia,

Lorp MeTHUEN, and FIELD-MARSHAL the DUKE | wware :—
of CONNAUGHT, { G 3
- eneral Vicomte de | $ 0 Hardy and Lady Isobel Gathorne-Hardy, M
These, as they entered, were shown to Military Atmc’ﬁ‘é, ({Iajx;rf’a&(;g;,ext’he&g;g Forauhil Matheson. - Mator-Gental” Felle: Rt

i i g | Major-G o ¥, cheock,
seats under the lantern, and with them, | Military “Attaché, Lieutenant-General  Sir| 1 i Cubie Moior Geommmt bir Moon Hatorors

or in the Sanctuary adjoining, were Field-

“Marshal FEarl Haig (vepresenting the

King), Colonel Sir Henry Streatfeild
(vepresenting Queen Alexandra), Bri-
gadier-General Trotter (representing the
Prince of Wales), Lieutenant Colin Buist,
R.N. (representing the Duke of York),
Colonel Fredk. Packe (representing
Princess Beatrice), Prince Arthur of Con-
naught, Earl Beauchamp (Lord Warden
of the Cinque Ports), with the foreign
military attachés, distinguished officers of
the Navy, Army, and Air Force, and
other mourners representing Government
Departments, the Dominions, India, and
the Colonies, and the Ypres League, the
8th and 19th Hussars, the Cambridgeshire
Regiment, and the 14th, 16th, and 28th
Battalions of the London Regiment, The
principal mourner was the Field-Marshal’s
elder son.
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A
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| Philip Chetwode, Brigadier-General the Earll

of Warwick, Colonel Stanley L, Barry, Lieu- |
tenant A, FitzG, Watt, and Major the Hon.
E. G. French,

Outside the sun was still shining, flags
were at half mast, a great crowd stood
thronging Broad Sanctuary, where the
troops waited to escort the Iield-Marshal
on his last march to Victoria Station; and
the air shook as a minute-gun announced
his coming.

THE CONGREGATION.

Among tle members of the family
present were;—
__Viscount Fench (son), Lady Essex French
Sga:ughter)‘,_ the Misses French, Miss Myrtle

General J, B. Forster, r-General . B. J, C. D
Major-General Sir Charles Sackville-West and Lady Saok.
ville-West, Mﬂor-Genersl H. C. Sutton, jor-General
Lord Loch and Lady. Loch, Major-General Sir William
gonovan. Major-General Sir Frederick Robb, Major-General
ir Cecil Lowther and ¥ady Lowther, Major-General Sir
Wyndham  Childs and TLady Childs, Major-General R.
Ballantine-Allason, Major-General Sir Percy Radcliffe,
Major-General the Hon. Sir Edward Stuart-Wortley,
r-Genera! Bir Ivo Vesey, Major-General Sir Reginald
aneneladzh’rdnhot. lgﬁso‘x;&ﬂeneru n"l}omu Piti U
e Hon, illiam and Lady Lam
Lady Katharine Lambton, r %




Tambari trobmamglng Major-General Sir Francis Eustace),

armar, Major-General Sutton,

‘ %ﬁm B e bldaworth.
' Sir Joseph Laycock, Brigadier-General
Brigadier-General - rigadier-General
B leadies Conoral “iriga

Hutehinson, V.C., Colonel , Colonel v
Darica Cotondl 7. O B Easivgo. Colo wn-aagm
gon, Colopel Parsons, Colonel E. K. G. Aylmer, Colonel

Colonel, Maitland Kersey. Colonel A

%;mm : m“{vgim .'(glonel A. W, Parsons, n
M., Cap n, R.N., Mrs, 3

Trafford (Y%rgu ue), Colonel Wyld, Colonel Sir Charles

o
e
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Hon, Henry Vesey, Captain the Hon. Edward Bif "
the Hon, J. B. Seely (representing General %.
cux, Captain Sir Michael Bruce,
Sir Samuel and wer, Sir Stephenson Kmé I
X Colonel Sir John and Lady Atkins, Sir
+Ki -Cooke, Sir John Anderson, Sir Robert McCall,
.ﬁdm!n! Sir_Reginald Tupper Lady Henderson and Miss
enderson, Lady (Henrs) Wiison, Sir John Milbanke, Sir
William Bull, Sir H: and Lady Greenwood, Sir George
ﬁ'hr"'\"; g:lo% su“Mn Amshzr—shsﬁ. Lnd‘ Worthing
B or Ward, Miss Stone, Nurse
and Nurse McBride.

represen u#&" otm&e zs:‘&‘&”ufnﬁgﬁm g
Scouts, Colonel St. John Gare, Colonel Beevor, W
( . 0;. tor ( i 2

plain- %
Allen James_ (Chaplain_ to the Brigade of Guards, also
representing the late Chaplain-General to the Vom{.
Mr, W. W. Grantham (Recorder of Deal), the Rev. Basi
Efo ing the Acorn ¥x-Service Men's Club,
lounded by Lord Ypres) m ¥
| (representing the London Division, Church Lads’ Brigade).

i The Earl of Midleton was unable to attend
owing to illness.

PUBLIC TRIBUTE.

THE TWO PROCESSIONS.

From the Guards’ Chapel to West-
~minster Abbey, and from the Abbey to
Victoria, passed the two processions that
paid honour to the memory of Lord
Ypres. It was the hour of an early
summer evening when London, though
busy still, is reminded of repose. Light
clouds sailed over a faint blue sky ; the
trees and flowers in the park looked
fresher than in the full glow of day ; and
over them and everything reigned the
pga}(‘:e which is a foretaste of the coming
night.

The mood of the crowds along the two
routes was subdued both by the hour and
the .occasion. That which gathered in
Birdcage-walk for the first procession |
was relatively small but seemed, perhaps |
for that reason, the more representative.
Waiting on the path, were soldiers and
ex-soldiers of the generations which had
followed the dead leader. Here was a
group of  Chelsea veterans; there a
weteran only of the South African and the

PIRIVEPSE. . S

wrean yvars; and yonder younger Inen
in plain clothes who had pinned on the
Mons medal in elaim of military kinship.
The two processions were very different.
The first, escorting the casket on the gun-
carriage from the Guards’ Chapel to
‘Westminster, was composed of Trish
Guards, with whom walkéd the Rey.
J. Allen James, chaplain to the Brigade
of Guards. Guardsmen bore the wreaths,
as later in the other procession ; and the
weeaths were so many and so beautiful
that the scarlet tunics of the troops were
¥ ‘4f.concealed by the white violet
¥ ts of the flowers. This procession had
tx,‘;p impressiveness of simplicity.
. “The second, which after the service
in the Abb{a,y accompanied the gun-
carriage to Victoria, was impressive in
another way. It was, indeed, almost

‘| crowds had - expected—came the 13/18

overpowering by its magnitude and
significance. London has not seen for
many years a funeral in which so much
military splendour has mingled with so
many cosmopolitan tributes to a memory
—a memory not of a man only, but of
the history in which he bore his con-
spicuous part. 2

First in the long line—ifar longer than the

Hussars and the 10th Hussars in

| These had reached Buckingham Palace, aiter

their ride through Great George-street into
the Mall, before the first of the 19 guns, which
announced the departure of the gun-carriage
from the Abbey, was heard booming from St.
James'’s Park, Then, while the guns continued
their hollow sound, minute by minute, came
the 1st and 2nd Life Guards in all their
bravery; a battery of the Royal Horse Artil-
lery ; a battalion of the Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regiment ; and the apparently
endless array of the Infantry of the Brigade
of Guards. Their slow step, as they marched
with arms reversed, seemed to shake the
ground, as the historian says of the British
infantry on the hill of Albuera. The colours
and the drums were draped ; the officers wore
crépe round their sleeves.

FRENCH AND BELGIAN OFFICERS.

A detachment from the Royal Navy was
followed by contingents from the Belgian and
French Armies, the former in khaki, the latter
in steel blue, and both in war helmets. - One
officer of the Guards accompanied the Belgian
officer, another the French officer ; and the
people, one could feel, were moved to cheer
these Allies of the Great War, though they
constrained themselves to silence.

In an even deeper silence passed the gun-
carriage, with the distin hed pall-bearers
walking on either side. None failed of recog-
nition, as appeared after they had gone, when
much was said of Marshal Joffre and the
Belgian General Bernheim. The crowd was
| touched on seeing how much older one or two
| of the great soldiers looked ; the sight seemed
to bring closer home the debt of gratitude
owing them.

Tho late Field-Marshal’s.charger, with boots
i yeversed in the stirrups, was led by, and
|'directly afterwards came well-known military
officers, foreign and British, bearing his
insignia on cushions of velvet.

Tord Haig, the King's representative, and
Prince Arthur of Connaught, walked at the
head of the mourners—a great and diverse
company, some in brilliant uniforms, others
in civilian coats and hats. The King's Indian
Orderly Officers were there, and foreign mili-
tary attachés, with representatives of the
Ypres League, regiments with which Lord
Ypres had particular associations, and Terri-
torial regiments. Nothing seemed missing
from the procession, not even the Boy Scouts
with dropped banner, which could symbolize
the extent and variety of the service of L
Ypres to the country as a soldier and a m:

From the Mall the procession went i
Buckingham Palace-road, and so, by Wilt
road, to the station, whence the casket wil
taken to Ripple, near Deal, the place of bu

e —————
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LEORD YPRES AND THE
TERRITORIALS,

ORGANIZATION BEFORE

THE WAR.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Sir,—One passage of Lord Midleton’s appre-
ciation of the work of Lord Ypres, pub-
lished in your issue of the 23rd, calls for notice.
He writes :—

Sir John French held that, in case of war, our
Army would be employed on the Continent. NS0 G
This view, which he never concealed, was gallant in
the extreme. It was in the face of every Cabinet
decision, and, indeed, even in the y

preceding the war, regiments and strength of Regular |

troops were

recklessly reduced and stores cut down |

to supply additional money for the Territorial Army, |

In such & context these words, unless very
carefully read, might seem to
the formation of the Territorial Force —i.e.,
from 1908 onward —when Sir John French was
successively Inspector-General of the Forces and
Chief of the GGeneral Staff, he was not in harmony
with the Cabinet as regards the objects on
which the money voted for the Army was
spent. May I be allowed to remind your
readers of certain facts, recorded in published
documents, which show that this cannot be the
meaning of the passage ?

After the * Esher ' reorganization of the
War Office, the preparation of Army estimates
was put on a basis enabling responsibility
for the allocation of funds, within the total,
to be definitely assigned. The relative priority
of different forms of expenditure was deter-
mined by the members of the Army Council
(other than the Secretar_v. of State) sitting as a
formal estimate committee with the C.I.G3.8.
in the chair, and the estimates so prepared
were presented to Parliament over the signature
of all the members of Council. They show that
the actual regimental establishments of the
Regulars in 1908 totalled to 177,366 officers
and men, and in 1914 to 177,271, the main
difference in details being that in the latter
year room had been found within the total
for a Flying Corps of 1,005. As regards money,
while the expenditure on Territorial Forces
rose from £2,243,000 in 1908-9 to £3,086,000
(estimated) in 1914-15, the total expenditure
on the Army rose from £26,859,000 to £28,845,000
(estimated), the latter figure including £1,000,000
for aviation; so that the whole provision
for that new service and the increase for the
Territorials were found without taking a penny
from the rest of the Army. It cannot therefore

suggest, that after |

|

}

£0 1y

Signatur V... /224X,

be Lord Midleton’s meaning that the Estimate
Committee, with first Lord Nicholson and then
Sir John French himself presiding, sacrificed
the Regulars' to provide more money for
Territorials. g

As regards stores, again, it is well known
that during the South African War the Cabinet,
had laid down definite scales of war reserves
(" Mowatt Reserves ') and required two mili-
tary members of Council to give annually to
Parliament a formal certificate that these re-
serves were maintained intact, As pew units
took their place in the Expeditionary Force,
during the period of its organization, the appli-
cation to them of the authorized scales of re.
serves naturally increased the total mass of
stores so held.

In fact, the Estimates and Establishments
of the Army for the whole period 1906-14
exhibit, for the first time in our history, a
coherent work of real organization for war,
by which the traditional and fortuitous estab.
lishments of the several arms were replaced
by proportions scientifically calculated to pro-
duce, from the men and money avaijlable, the
six divisions and one cavalry division of the
old Contemptibles, By these changes the
expeditionary force of 25,000 men, which we
had before the South African War, was in-
creased to 160,000 Regulars, with 14 organized
Divisions of Territorials in second line, i
true that in the earlier Years of the process
Army ‘Estimates were reduced by some two
millions, but that was the Army’s contribution
to the needs of the Navy, not to the Terri-
torials, and is outside the scope of Lord Midle-
ton’s comment,

Bold the measures of this period may have baen
they stand on record as the deliberate acts of the
whole Army Council, and if there be any sense in
which, proved as they were by the event, they can
still be spoken of as *¢ reckless,” it cannot be that
Sir John French so held them. An incident will
serve to show his opinion of the Territorials when
the day of their ordeal was at hand. It happened
that on the first morning spent by Lord Kitcglener
in the War Office as Secretary of State I was giving
him a general sketch of ouy organization and re-
sources in men and stores—matters with which he
was surprisingly ill-acquainted, T had explained
that the Special Reserve stood next to the
Regulars on mobilization and was not (as he
h supposed) the same as the National Reserve,
spoken of by him as ** those old gentlemen who
draw themselves up in line with umbrellas,
[ in the Park ”; and I went on to say that there
were then the Territorials, organized in divisions
on the gsame plan as the Regulars, and that his
military colleagues would probably tell him that
they would be ready for the field long before any
new armies that might be raised ; to which he
replied that he could have nothing but Regular

soldiers. At that moment Sir John French (who
' had entered the room unperceived by me) came
| forward and, yutting his hand onLord Kitchener’s
l shoulder, saiti: *“What he is telling you, K., is
}xite right. There are units of Territoria

ould like to take with me to France next w
and there are many such units that I

praying you for, inside two months.”’
,' Cookham, May,

e e
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LORD YPRES.

THE KING'S MESSAGE.
The King has sent the follm\'ing;
message to Lady Ypres on the occasion
of the death of Field-Marshal Lord
Ypres :—

The Queen and I have heard with much
regret of the death of L.ord Ypres and we
sympathize with you and your family.
The British Army will join me in mourning
the loss of the distinguished Field-Marshal.

1 am very glad I saw hiim again so shortly |
before the end.

GeorGE R.I.

The following message was sent by
Queen Alexandra :—

I beg you to accept my most sincere sym- |
pathy in the heavy loss you have sustained.
Both as colonel of my beloved regiment and
on personal unds I grieve at the death
of a great soldier.

ALEXANDRA.

Marshal Joffre has sent the following
message :—

Profondément ému du deuil qui vous
frappe et qui prive I’Empire Britannique
d’'un de ses plus glorieux serviteurs. Je vous
envoie respectueusement 1’expression de mes
sincéres condoléances, et je m’incline avec
reconnaissance devant la mémoire de 1'ami
et du grand soldat, dont le concours loyal
et généreux sur la Marne et en Flandres assura
la victoire de nos armées.

JOFFRE.

Telegrams expressing sympathy and regret
have been received from the Prince of Wales,
Princess Louise, Duchess of Argyll, and Prince
Arthur of Connaught,

THE BURIAL AT RIPPLE.
In a gale of wind and heavy, driving
rain the burial of Field-Marshal Lord
Ypres took place yesterday afternoon
in the little churchyard at Ripple, the
Kentish hamlet three miles from Deal.
The remains were carried by train from
London to Deal, and among those at
the station to await their arrival were :— |
Lord French (son), Lady Essex French
(daughter), Major the Hon. Gerald French
(son) with his wife and two daughters, Lord
Beauchamp (Lord Warden of the Cinque
Ports), Lord Warwick, General Sir William
Pulteney (representing the Brigade of Guards),
Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Bulfin, Major
General Farquharson, R.M., Major-General
Sir Michael Russel, Colonel Sir Charles Warde
and Colonel Henry Murray Warde, Colonel
Molloy, Colonel Mayhew, and the Mayor,
Aldermen, and Corporation of Deal.
Outside the station, a guard of honour of
100 men from the Royal Marine Depdt at Deal,
together with their band, was drawn up. The
gun-carriage was supplied by the R.F.A., and
other troops present were 500 men of the
Worcestershire Regiment, with band and
bugles. The burial service was conducted by
| Bishop Taylor Smith, the Rev. F. T. Robin-
| son, and the Rev. C. L. Feltoe, and after the
| committal prayers buglers from the Worcester-
| shire Regiment sounded the ‘* Last Post *’ and
| * Reveille.” e A
l A Reuter telegram from Madrid states that
| a memorial service was held in Madrid yestmn
day, at St. George's Chapel. The British An
| bassador and his staff and many of the Britj
{ colony were present,

)
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" LORD YPRES AND THE
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Sir#s—As one who has been associated with
t,he,,-'I‘erritorial movement from the first, may
TL&upplement what Sir Charles Harris and Sir
obn Keir have said in this connexion ? In
the early days, when many hands were against
us, we gratefully recognized that we had a

friend in Sir John French, and the following
reference in one of his dispatches from France, |
in the early months of 1915, referring to the |
Territorial Force at the front, afforded ample
compensation for our five years’ labour :—

The Lords Licutenant of counties and the associa~
tions which worked under them bestowed a vast
amount of labour and energy on the organization of
the Territorial Force. I trust it may be some recom-
pense to know that I and the principal commanders
sorvinﬁ under me consider that the Territorial
Force has far more than justified the most sanguine
hopes that any of us ventured to entertain of their
value and use in the field. Commanders of cavalry
divisions are unstinted in their praise of the manner
in which the Yeomanry regiments attached to their |
brigades had done their duty both in and out of |
action. Mhe service of divisional cavalry is now
almost entirely performed by Yeomanry, and divi-
sional commanders report that they are very efficient.

Army corps commanders are loud in their praise
of Territorial battalions which form part of nearly all
the brigades at the front in the first line, and more
than one of them have told me that these battalions
arve fast approaching, if they have not already reached,
the standard of efficiency of Regular infantry.

This was the first time the work of the
county associations had been publicly recog-
nized by a high authority, and nothing could |
have been more encouraging to those who hadf
been responsible for raising the force. F 4

Yours, g

DARTMOUT,
Patshull, Wolverhampton. ,
as” . 3 ‘/
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