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DR. SUMMERSKILL ON
BRITAIN’S EFFORT

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

GENEVA, Aua. 27
The contribution by the United King-
dom to the solution of the world food
problem was described here to-day by D
s‘ecre-

Edi kill, Parliamentary
ary i y-of Food, in a state-
ment to the first committee of the Food

and Agriculture Organization.

Britain’s financial difficulties, said Dr.
Summerskill, were shared by most of the
countries represented at the conference, and
the United Kingdom had been forced to take
action which would inevitably have repercus-
sions on other countries trading with it.

They regretted such action, she continued,
because it put a check on some of their
ambitions regarding multilateral trade, but
they had no alternative, though they did not
intend to allow temporary difficulties to shake
their confidence in international organization.
The overriding programme for every country
was how to provide adequate and increasing
supplies of food for its people. So far as
British efforts were concerned, the shortage of
oils and fats was being attacked through
the East African groundnuts scheme and
) the floating factories for whale oil,
; but there were other foods of high
nutritional value which would be scarce for
some time. The United Kingdom Government,
however, recognized its duty to play its full
part in overcoming these shortages. It would
shortly set up the Overseas Food Corporation,
and a colonial development corporation would
be established to initiate a wide ‘range of
| schemes for the economic development of the
. Colonies. A mission had been sent to the

West Indies to investigate the possibility of
increasing the production of oil seeds, and
technical missions would shortly investigate
the possibilities of developing food, particu-
larly rice, in the British territories in the
Caribbean and in South-East Asia.

As a food-importing country Britain was
fully aware of the need to secure greatly in-
creased production throughout the world. Full
employment would eventually result in a higher
effective demand for food, and consumption
in Asia and Africa would reach levels
considerably higher than the present one.
Greater efforts, she concluded, were needed in
every country to secure-enough food.

Pakistan was elected a full member of the
F.A.O. at a plenary session of the conference,
‘but the election of Burme#was delayed for a
few days on technical grot: '/s. :










