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" Bel der Abstimmung in der Nationalversamm-
lung, die zum ‘Sturz der Regierung fiihrte, ent-
hielt sich ein Teil der Angehorigen der Regie-
rungsparteien der Stimme, andere ‘stimmten sogar
gegen die Regierung, wodurch die Gegenseite so
I gestdrkt wurde, daB keine Mehrheit fiir die Re-
gierung zu erreichen war. Man. schiebt den So-
zialisten ,Desertation* in die Schuhe, da sie den
von der Regierung bewilliglen Bonus fiir die Ar-
beiter in Hohe von 2500 Franc zu. niedrig fanden.

Mit. ' der Begriindung, - die Radikalsozialisten
hitten die Koalition im Stich gelassen, gab Eduard
Herriot seine Absicht bekannt, sein Amt als
Vorsitzender der Partei niederzulegen. Nachdem es
also. zu einer Spaltung der Radikalsozialistischen
Partei - kam,  scheint sich nunmehr auch in der,
republikanischen <o:ﬁ.vm_m€m/mczm (MRP) eine|
Spaltung -anzubahnen. Die' ‘MRP-Fraktion ' des
Rates der Republik nahm' eine Resolution ‘an, in
der die Auflésung des franzosischen Parlaments-
und ' die  Ausschreibung von Neuwahlen gefordert ]
wurde. Die MRP-Fraktion der Nationalversamm-
lung dagegen hat . eine A Gegenresolution ange-

nommen, in der die Handlungsweise der MRP-.
ﬁoabﬁm‘:,ma Rat. der Republik scharf ver-
"urteilt wird. o Yy e i

Fe

ten Robert S ch'uman ist 'am Dienstagabend, 64 Stunden nach ihrer Bil-
dung, zuriickgetreten, Die' Mitglieder des Kabinetts reichfen Staatsprisident
Vincent Auriol ihré Riicktrittsgesuche ein, nachdem ihnen in der National-

t F ,, ; . . R L : .. . : v i g A. . e i .. .....,; ¢ . ”v, b i s.,. W.‘ :

" Regierung Shuman zuriidkgetreten
'~ Radikalsozialist Henri Queuille e
an_,q..u..mom.n.vman. Die franzdsische Huﬂn\!—mﬁ des i—:.—unonumuu.mntx Versammlung bei..der >_,..-.=5i==.n iiber eine n,.o.a_..ﬁnaro Frage das Mi8-

trauen ausgesprochen worden war. Gegen die Regierung stimmten die
Kommunisten, die Anhinger de Gaulles und die Radikalsozialisten, in deren.

 Die Kommunisten und Gaullisten erblicken in
dem Riicktritt Schumans eine erneute Gelegen-
heit, an die Regierung zu kommen. Sie forderten
die ‘Bildung einer ,Regierung der demokratischen
Union* und versicherten, daB sie beréit seien, die

Verantwortung zu libernehmen. In einem:Manifest
an die franzosischen Arbeiter erklirte .die kommu-=
nistische Partei Frankreichs, der Grund fir die
dauernden Regierungskrisen sei in dem Widerstand
.mnﬂm: die Regierungen,zu suchen, die sich fiir die
Interessen des Volkes einsetzten. Die alleinige
Rettung sei die Bildung -einer ,,demokratischen Re-
gierung®. Die Stunde der 'Entscheidung sei ‘nun
gekommen. - e s :

Nachdem der Prisident der . franzdsischen
Nationalversammlung, ‘ Edouard Herriot, das An-
gebot Auriols zur Regierungsbildung am Mittwoch
: m_..nn—oran -hatte, beauftragte der Staatspriisident

en
Queuille mit der Bildung des neuen ' franzo-
sischen' Kabinetts. Queuille war ehemals - Vize-
ﬂﬁwig.,,ao—. Exilregierung General de Gaulles in

gier. - \ ¢ £ o

Er wird erst nach den Verhandlungen mit den

s ) ¢ Tk

m.mﬁmZS.mzNosmmn. am Mittwoch und Donnerstag
. i} N j g i m ) - 3%

- mit .Na—.?o;ﬁgmuaw_. beauftragt,

Partei .es zu uo_nol .,mE-_:aun “kam,

ihnen- in ‘ einer derartigen Regierung zufallende

1 Krise.

wenig bekannten Radikalsozialisten Henry

| Interesse der Arbeiterklasse die. vollige Ableehr v
| einer Wirtschaftspolitik, fiir .die der Name Reyna

‘Staatsprésident Auriol mitteilen, ob er sich in der
Lage glaubt, ein neues Kabinett zu griinden. ;
Der Ruf nach Auflésung deér Nationalversamm--
lung verstidrkte sich nach der franzosischen Re-
gierungskrise  in den Pariser Mittwoch-Morgen-
zeitungen. S . plai SO

Das Organ. der Republikanischen Volkspartei
,L’Aube* und der sozialistische ,Populaire® -be-
tonén, daB der Sturz der' Regierung Schuman'der
verbiindeten Agwaaaom der Kommunisten und
Gaullisten zuzuschreiben sei. Der gaullistenfreund-
Jliche ,Le Matin - Le pays* halt die Aufldsung der
Nationalversammlung fiir die einzige: Losung der

Nach: Ansicht des Organs der Republi-
kanischen Freiheitsparfei ,L’Epoque’ bleiben dem

‘| Staatsprésidenten und - der Nationalyersammlung

angesichts der Lage nur zwei Moglichkeiten, ent-
weder eine starke Regierung ans Ruder zu bringen,

| oder eine provisorische Regierung mit der Auf-

lésung ~der Nationalversammlung und der Durch-
fibrung von Neuwahlen zu betrauen. Der unab-
héngige, linksstehende ,Franctireur fordert i

bezeichnend wire,

‘kontrollierfe Wigtschaft. -.

und stattdessen eine scharff

4
N \
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M. QUEUILLE
ACCEPTS

Premie;-Designate

GAULLISTS MAY
ENTER CABINET

PaR1S, SEPTEMBER 9.

~ M. Henri Queuille, the Radical
leader, to-night told the French Presi-
dent, M. Auriol, that he would try to
form a Government. He will present
himself before the National Assembly
to-morrow or on Saturday for investi-
ture.

M. Queuille’s acceptance of the Presi-
dent’s invitation followed the decision
by the Socialists earlier to-night to vote
|for his investiture as Prime Minister
'and, it was understood, to take part in

the new Cabinet. If the néew Premier-
designate obtains the necessary consti-
tutional majority for his investiture (at
least 311 votes) to-morrow, he may
publish his list of Ministers on Saturday.
Meanwhile he is attempting to complete
his Cabinet list before seeking election
as Premier.

He has had difficulty in finding a
‘Finance Minister and it is probable that
he will assume responsibility for this
office himself, with the help of several
Sacretaries of State. It was expected
that M. Robert Schuman would remain
at the Foreign Office and the Socialist,
M. Jules Moch, at the Ministry of the
Interior. e :

| sympathisers,

31797

Earlier pessimism about the prospects
of forming an ‘ all-party” Government,
excluding the Communists, gave way to
greater optimism to-night in - Paris
political quarters. It was believed that
M. Queuille already had not only
obtained the agreement of the various
Centre groups to vote for “him as
Premier but had also received in
advance their approval of his financial
programme and the composition of his
Cabinet.

INFLATIONARY TREND

The latest figures published by ‘the
Bank of France no doubt persuaded the
Socialists to adopt a more conciliatory
attitude. These figures showed a strong

inflationary trend and heavy borrowing
by the Treasury. An unexpected increase
in the amount' of bills discounted
(abnormal at the beginning of the

'month) led some observers to suppose

that the Treasury had been discounting
anticipated tax receipts in order to meet
current liabilities.

The Socialists’ objections to serving
in a Cabinet including declared Gaullists

. were apparently overcome when M.

Queuille promised to take into his
Government one or two Gaullist
but to keep out the

declared Gaullists. The Gaullist group

| had .promised to support M. Queuille,
| provided he undertook to reform the
electoral law in preparation for future

general elections, and its continued
support would no doubt depend on the
new Government acting in this way

| within a reasonable time.

Meanwhile, strikes called by the Com-
munist-led General Confederation _of
Labour continued in various parts of
the country. Strikes lasting for about
one hour took place in some coalmines
in the North, the departure of several
large ships was delayed in Marseilles,
about half the workers in the Somme
Department responded to a Comrmunist
call for a 24-hour protest strike, and a
one-hour general strike has been called
for to-morrow at Bourges. To-day the
persistent refusal of dockers to work
overtime was holding up unloading
operations in the port of Rouen, an
small groups of workers held demon-

| strations in Paris.

All the strikers are demanding pay
increases and the reduction of prices.
It is on these financial matters, M.
Queuille indicated this morning, that
he is anxious above all to reach an
agreement with the various parties. “I
do not think anything can be achieved
by hurrying,” he declared. “It is only
when we are in agreement on this (the
financial question) that we ca
proceed.”—Reuter.

10. Sep. 1948
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lisierung der Wihrung ‘mi
'ﬁihren meinte e
Frankreich di¢ augenblicklichen schwi
Diese Hilfe werde aber nicht ewig-
mit s‘lch du L&nd aus

konne. - :
M.Finnu-tmd 7ir 3
nehmen

Zur Fr adetvi%&' 2fC
und der gu' ahls;
nur, daB dich die v
fassen konne, sohhld m
liche Erholung abzeichne."

bilden. Er bemiiht d.dl

: z‘ﬁaner Katastrophe
- Queuille erinnerte die .Verlsmmlunx daran, daB
ten nur dank der Europahilfe {iberstchen koénne.

~dauern und das
franzésische Volk miisse daher mehr arbeiten, da- | bel
ewenen Kriften erhalten

Kein Kabineit ohne -a:m nmnmnu

in seinen Besprechungen

m87 . £

 festgelegt u:d eine o
Schuman sie erlitten verm.iolen
'Falls er nicht ein de "4 Al

bringe, so betonto !

dem s

‘zuriickgeben.

Fraktio

rer Lussy
wird niemals

»Die
‘| kanischen Freiheiten handelt® De M

sie Queuille ebenfalls stiitzen werde.

Zei- | seine  'Gruppe die

rklalse regiert vwden

er | nerstag abert

.abzubalten. 81e
t- | eines Systems, das durch eine D
fahrde.”

Demokratie“ ein.

 Queuille hat die Unterstiitzung seiner eigenen |
‘MRP und der kleineren UDSR. Der

ren Beistand verweigern,
wenn es sich um die Verteidigung der republi-

erklirte fiir die Republikanische Volkspartei, daB

Der kommunistische Fraktionsvorsitzende Du-v
clos hatte schon vor. Queuilles Wahl erklart, da8
t Beauftragung

) denn die Politik Rey-.

“und damxt gegen die Ar-

De-Guuue-m fordlrn Ncuwahlen

|
Queuille neuer Mmist;,

. Qertrauen der Natm ’ ersammlung mit 360 gegen 197 Stimmen
g ~ |
, o r 11. September ng’;s hd;n dPerteifﬁbr:fn, seine  Art Vgrtrag‘"
Der - Henri Queuille, der sich |ZWiSc en . Koalitionsparteien zustande zu
bringen. Dis des Fin und Wirt-

umumxu.mvmmerm i, B Richtlinien e anz-

:: mx?“ 'sollen damit

werden

aille, werde er seinen Auf-

erklérte:

enthon,

Die Anhinm de Gmlles in der franzdsischen
Nation: - unternahmen jede - An-
- | streng einer neuen Regierung

Don-

vmilten jede ,Verldngerung
auerkrise die
Bepabl!k und sogar die Existenz Frankreichs ge- -«

Dm niiber setzte sich der Kommunisten-
‘Queuille erkldrte seinen Mitarbeitern, er werde | fiihrer Thorez in Paris fir die Teilnahme der
kein Kabinett ohne sozialistische unterstdtzung

Kommunisten an éiner Begierunx .der wéhren,
; « pd. up, ap.) /
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S COALITION

Right-Wing Ministers

Included : Socialists

Keep Key Posts

From our own\porrespondent

PaR1s, SEPTEMBER 12.

M. Henri Queuille summoned the
first Cabinet Council of his Govern-
ment this afternoon, and will face the
Assembly as its head on Tuesday. He
has promised that on this occasion he
will already have some financial
measures to lay before the deputies.

, The formation of the Cabinet proved
more difficult than M. Queuille had |
it was only at]

expected because
10 p.m. on Saturday, nearly twenty-
four hours after the Assenibly had
elected him, that M. Queuille was able

to complete the list which "he had
hoped to have in his pocket when he
first presented himself to'the deputies
on Friday afternoon. .

The list of Ministers included one kig
surprise—namely, that the Socialists (in
the person of M. Ramadier) had
obtained the Ministry of+Defence and
that M. René Mayer, who had been
expected to remain in this office, was
not included in the Government. M.
Meyer is expected to undertake the
mission to the United States which M.
Reynaud had proposed to lead in
person. Of the three Secretaries of State
associated with the Minister of Defence,

the one for the Army is again the|

Soci_ali.st M. Max Lejeune; thus the
Socialists have ample possibility now to
carry out the economies that they have

so - insistently demanded in military, |

naval, and air expenditure. The Cabinet
list is as follows :(—
Prime Minister and

Finance Minister.
Vice-Premier and

Henri Queuille (Rad.)

Justice ..... . ...0- André Marie (Rad.)
Foreign Affairs .... Robert Schuman
: (M.R.P.)
Interior .isk.eixs .. Jules Moch (Soc.)
Defence seeeeveess .. Paul Ramadier (Soc.)
Colonies .:........ Paul Coste-Floret
(M.R.
Agriculture. .......> Pierre Pﬂiml(in £
Transport «eceessee . Christian Pineau
(Soc.)
Labour . iieessis . Daniel.Mayer (Soc.)
Merchant Marine .. André Colin (M.R.P.) |
Heglth- 5. o0 -vas +... Pierre Schneiter
; (M.R.P.)
Education ,...:....e Yvon Delbos (Rad.)
Commerce and In-
BUSDYY i v . Robert Lacoste(S )
e,

[o]
Robert Betolaud
(Pt

Ex-Servicemen ....

: (P.R.L.)
Claudius Petit
(U.

Reconstruction ...=
D.S.R.)

This list bears several marks of hard
negotiation. The detachment, for
instance, of the services of the Merchant
Marine from the Ministry of Transport,
for the benefit of a member of the
M.R.P., with the rank of full Minister,
has less to do with a sudden awareness
of the importance of shipping to France
than with the balance of parties inside
the Cabinet.

END OF THE “INNER CABINET”

- M. Queuille has abandoned M. André
Marie’s conception of an “Inner
Cabinet,” which was intended to secure
the agreement of all the Coalition
parties for the unpopular measures
which had to be taken. This arrange-
ment did not secure unity of the Cabinet
or of the Coalition. M. Queuille_’s choice
of Secretaries of State to help him in his
financial task is, however, almost if not
quite as conservative as M. ':prnaud’s.
His own position in the political field,
however, is to the left of M. Reynaud’s
it only because of the more rpllitantly
anti-clerical character of his party.
Irrelevant as this may seem in France’s
present crisis this will undoubtedly help
the Socialists to defend to their militants
| their support of M. Queuille.

positions through which the Govern-
ment is likély to come into direct colli-
sion with the workers—the Ministries of
|| Labour, of Commerce and "Industry
‘1 (that is, the reorganisation of nationa-
lised undertakings), Transport (rail-
| ways), of the Interior (police), and
even the Ministry of Defence, which,
apart from its other functions, is the
final guarantor of order, as was shown
during the strikes and disorders of last
November. On the other hand, the.
Socialists’ influence in industrial policy
is balanced to some degree by the
presence of a.Radical Secretary of State
for Industrial Production, assisting M.
' Lacoste.

FEWER M.R.P, MINISTERS

The M.R.P. has lost some ground in
the new Cabinet, since it now holds
only one of the five senior Ministries
(Foreign Affairs), but it still maintains
responsibility for colonial affairs and
for agricultural and food policy. M.
Bidault and M. Teitgen, who, until the
end of July, had been in every post-
liberation Cabinet except M. Blum’s.
purely Socialist one, remain absent
‘from M. Queuille’s. :

The Premier’s relations with the Con-

servatives are indicated by the presence
of M. Betolaud among the Ministers, as
well as by several names amongst the
Secretaries of State. These relations
may well prove to be firm. The future
of his contacts with the Gaullists is
much more obscure, M. Claudius-Petit,
of the U.D.S.R., now Minister for the
first time, belongs to the group of
moderate sympathisers with General de
Gaulle led by M. Pleven. He has
accepted as providing a basis of
co-operation M. Queuille’s moderate
advance in the matter of elections—that
is, his desire not to prevent the county
council elections from taking place in
the autumn (this matter, however, now
lies with the Council of the Republic)
,and his affirmation that he is in favour
of some change in the electoral law,

DE GAULLE’S ATTITUDE

General de Gaulle, on the other hand,
who is now touring South-eastern France
making speeches, has made it clear that
he does not agree with the small group
of his friends who follow M. Pleven.
Whereas M. Pleven had declared in the
debate preceding M. Schuman’s fall that
it was not the regime that was at fault
but a political method, the General has
repeatedly and categorically stated that
it is the regime that is at fault—the
system based on parties “ That is, on our
divisions.”
careful than in the past to indicate that
he does not dismiss all those who are
working under the present regime as
necessarily political enemies, because he
has said: “It is not a question of the

men in office.”
Yesterday the national committee of

the C.G.T.F.O. (Force Ouvriére) con-|

cluded a two-day conference. The

! The Socialists now occupy all the= committee passed a resolution declaring

that because of the failure to
keep down the cost of living it had
| been necessary to ask for an increase
lof the monthly minimum wage
| by 3,000 francs. As a general policy,iit
| demanded a permanent guarantee of
minimum wage, related to the cost of
living index, and the return to coll
tive agreements negotiated industry By
industry as opposed to the presght
system of general wage control by jthe
government,

-

He has, however, been more -
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“ FRENCH FINANCIAL
: POLICY

M. Queuille’s Difficulties

From our own Correspondent

PaRi1s, SEPTEMBER 13.
M. Queuille, the French Premier, will
not now announce the first financial
decisions of the Government until

Wednesday, after they have been
| approved by the Council of Ministers,
Since he had originally spoken of an
announcement on Tuesday and had been
at pains both in his declaratien of policy
and on other occasions te make it clear
that the solutions were necessarily those
recommended by previous Governments
it looks as if in financial and economic
policy as in the forming of the Govern-
ment the Prime Minister is finding even
more difficulties to overcome than he

had
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/. Ruhe in Paris

Times - Welt - Dlenst
é’ i “Paris, 13, September
#hrend Ministetprisident Queuilles

Finanzexperten die whdchste Umdrehung
der Schraube” .vorbereiten, dlg zusdtzlich

Hnmy Queumo. scbou 17ma) Mugater

ATV AT ena
zun lautenden. Budget 80.Millionen Francs
einbringen soll, herrscht auf der Pariser
politischen Biihne Ruhe. -

Inzwischen nimmt General de Gaulle
den Siiden im Sturm. In allen Stadten, in
denen er-sprach; wurde er von. riesigen’
Mengen begriiBt, und die Kommentatoren -
scheinen  ibereinzustimmen, daB ‘sich
seine Beredsamke:t sehr gebessert ha?

L
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AJORITY OF 106 FOR
M. QUEUILLE

' Success in Assemb‘Iy

From our own Correspondent

. PAR1s, SEPTEMBER 14.

In the National Assembly this after-
noon M. Queuille secured the rejection
of the Communist demand for an
immediate discussion of Government
| policy by 335 votes to 229. The Moslem
J‘deputi,es were among those who voted
against the Government, but this was in
protest against M. Queuille’s refusal to
make an immediate statement on North
African affairs and the suppression of
the Under Secretariat of State of
Moslem Affairs, which had a brief
existence in the second Schuman
Government.

The occasion was little more than a
formality and although it was the first
time that M. Queuille had any of his.
Ministers on the bench beside him few
of them were present. This morning
and this evening the Cabinet sat again
to examine the financial measures

‘| which are expected to be announced

’ after to-morrow’s Council of Ministers.
- The decision of the André Marie
Government to raise the price of bread,
in accordance with the increase in that
of wheat, comes into effect for the Paris
-area as from to-morrow. The price
rises from 24 francs a kilogram, at
which it was ‘fixed in September last
year, to 35 francs. In 1914 the price ot
a kilogram of bread in Paris was onl
40 centimes. In 1939 it was 3 franc
and in May, 1944, it was stil] only
francs 70 centimes, but in October, 1944
it began its climb when it became
francs 70 centimes. In September, 1945
it became 7 franes 40 centimes, i
September, 1946, 11 francs 40 centim
and in August, 1947, 19 francs
centimes;
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NEW FRENCH PREMIER FACES ECONOMIC CRISIS

Assoclated Press

Henri Queuille, whose new Cabinet is caught between industrial and political unrest,
~~ig"sWown talking with reporters after a recent governmental meeting.
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In _hlis speech to the Asser%)lyl. Md
VICTORY FOR  groule, b Pime Ml s
M. QUEUILLE i s orotions of vases bad prie

was because the avoidance of
inflation was the first step towards
dealing with the problem of prices. He
did not intend to make promises to the
workers that would be meaningless. He

F inance Bill promised stringent measures of compul-

sion against the meat profiteers.

e S A

RETRENCHMENT

MAJORITY OF 38 Turning to the question of retrench-

ment, he said that previous Govern-

IN ASSEMBLY ments had reduced the number of

officials by 135,000, representing an
economy of 40 milliards. Further
From our own Correspondent economies, both of personnel and of

expenditure on materials, were being
P A,RIS’ SEPTP,:MBER 19. . bushed forward., Those in the fields ,of
After a sitting *lasting about reconstruction ~would affect public
twenty-four hours the National gmldl_ngs, c;1‘0tdho}lsing- Pa dgcreeb h?g
: : een issued ordering a reduction by
Assembly this morning approved the = 55 the administrative staff of
Government’s bill imposing additional the gationalisethléct}ficitéf tde Franc§
] 3 illi and by '8 per cent of that of the Frenc
tz;xfe 8 amountmg o .e%ghty mlll}lla.rils oal Board. Railway rates would have
of francs and authorising over thirty to go up so that the railways would
milliards of new cuts in expenditure. ﬁ?y their Way.lk (%tbg's si%niﬁfczmt1 that
B ere was no talk of big cuts of railways
The Assembly passed the bill by 300 staffs, for the French railways are
votes to 262. About fifty deputies certainly admirably administered.)
abstained. The 262 votes against the i Mr. Ql_letuille S.hatl'%)ly alretorted tto tﬁe
Tl A ommunist agricultural. expert, .
bill included 181 _Communists - and Waldeck-Rochet, who had asked about
|about eighty. Gaullists and Conserva- the increase of the price of bread, that
tives, and those who abstained were the ilactgggshagfhir}?:egrggghgfy g;g:g fgg
an in e 3
drawn from the same quarters. which the new price of bread corre-
As was to be expected, the Govern- sponded. The Prime Minister also
ment’s majority has dwindled when pointed out that if the price of meat
faced. with unpopular measures. Every had risen sharply a number of
2ssociation that claims to represent the vegetables were cheaper than last year.
middle classes and the professions had The Council of the Republic has sent
protested against the increased burdens back the Bill on departmental elections
placed on those classes. The law as so amended as not to postpone those
passed ‘should balance the Budget, which, under previous legislation, fell
though the Treasury will remain with due in October. If these elections are
outstanding obligations of about 168 to be avoided, therefore, the Assembly
milliards. "It is hoped that American must again find the majority that
consent to the use of the equivalent in originally decided to postpone them.
francs of Marshall aid will provide 150 The elections will now be even more _
milliards for Treasury purposes. unpleasant than before for the y

~~ parties of the Government coalitioH,
but it is notf..eertain that the origiffal
majority-can be found again. .
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M.. Queuille’s Balancing Act

M. Queuille’s ' Government hangs by the usual thread of the

The
organised working class is not pacified by the Premier’s plan to
save the franc—threatened by a budgetary deficit of 114 billion

“vigilant” Socialists’ wavering and unhappy support.

before any attempt is made to increase wages. The Socialists
are shaken by the massive hostility of the workers, and now that
the Assembly, reversing a previous vote, has fixed county council
elections * for October, they fear that the unpopularity of
M. Queuille’s financial remedies will be reflected in the ballot
and that the Socialists’ following will be once again reduced. In

workers on the wage issue.

these conditions their continuance in the Queuille cabinet can
probably only be bought by a really important concession to the

Only one event—a tragic one—has played into the hands of
moderate government since M. Queuille became Prime Minister,
At the weekend, Communist interruptions to a Gaullist rally in
Grenoble led to a violent armed counter-attack, in the course of

which two people lost their lives.

The Government reacted
strongly against what they called the General’s “ private motorised

police” and demanded ‘its dissolution. This reminder of the
increasingly violent character of extremist politics in France
sobered the Assembly and was sufficient to pursuade more
than one doubtful deputy that a Third Force government,
however vacillating, may be preferable to the strong arm of

Right or Left.
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The Manchester ‘Guardian

@UICK DECISION ON| :
FRENCH 'BUDGET

M. Queuille’s Demand

From our Special Correspondent

PaRr1s, DECEMBER 9.

By requesting the French Assembly to
adopt the unfamiliar procedure of
voting credits to each Government
department as a whole, the Prime 2
Minister, M. Queuille, has given X
preliminary but convincing . proof of ;
his determination to restore financial
order at all costs.

This morning the Assembly’s Finance
Commission gave a ool reception to M.
Queuille’s request, in spite of hislown
¥ firmness and the unanimity of his

Cabinet. He is reported to be unwilling
| to continue in office unless the Assembly
| agrees to accelerate the leisurely pro-

.| cedure of voting credits chapter by

| chapter, a_procedure which prolonged ®

" | last year’s Budget debate until the early : :

summer. The luxury of a rotracted and

critical debate on every etailed aspect
of Government expenditure is something
which France can ill afford at the
moment. However, few deputies will
gladly forego the endless opportunities
for raising issues of policy to whic
they have been accustomed in thej|
Budget debate.

‘As an indication of his determination,
M. Queuille’s insistence on what would
appear to be no more than a sensibie |
and much needed improvement in pro-
cedure seems to be more important at
the moment than the actual Budget
proposals. Certain financial reforms
are to come into force automatically at

. the end of the year, and the Government

: hopes to see the whole Budget adopted
by the same date, or, at any rate, before
the United States Congress debate on
Marshall aid in January.

The Budget proposals have not yet
been published officially. However, the
most reliable recipients of semi-official
leakages are unanimous In predicting
the replacement of the present compli-
cated. income tax scales by two new
taxes. Incomes of 50,000 francs and
over will be subject to rates of taxation
increasing to a flat rate of 18 per cent
on all incomes of over 150,000 francs.
A new “ progressive surtaxX” will be
imposed on all incomes of 120,000 francs
and over. The rate of taxation will rise

: : to 50 per cent for all incomes between

2,000,000 and 3,000,000 francs.

M. Queuille can count on the opposi-
tion of the Communists, but the parties
represented in his Government will
almost certainly prove less united in
supportmg him in the Assembly than |

_ their leaders have been in the Cabinet.

The urgency of the situation is’ o
emphasised by an announcement this
evening by the Bank of France, which
reports a further increase of 43 milliard
francs in the circulation of notes. The|
Department of the Seine has also an«

nounced a t of three milliard franc
in its artmental budget.




¢ 1 3980 —- ooAY 00’0 _ : o e e Vi
Hamburgisches 5 - Q}D ' 'Zz'! ‘
Welf-Wir{sdmf{;s—Ardliv _ Sl 5 |

- Datum 1 1- Del. 1948

Die Welt (Hamburg)

'Queﬁﬂle beschleunigt Bndget
fmpe=""""""UP, Paris, 10. Dezember

Die Nationalversammlung nahm heute
abend ein Gesetz zur Vereinfachung der
Abstimmung iiber das Budget an, das
Ministerprasident Queuille vorgelegt
hatte. Die Kammer -erméglichte es damit
Queuille, die umstrittene Budget-Frage
noch vor Ende des Jahres durch die Ver-
sammlung zu jagen. :

Die Abstimmung ergab 314 fiir und
2,31 Stimmen gegen die Regierung. Q
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“ FRENCH “BATTLE OF
THE BUDGET .

Queuille Plan Opposed

From our own Correspondent
it PaR1s, DECEMBER 17.
The Assembly’s Finance Commission,

having shown its determination to
reduce the Government’s proposed taxa- . +
tion, is still reluctant to make its own
suggestion for balancing the Budget. The
commission’s  proposals, if adopted,
would reduce the revenue by 135
milliard franes. So far it is believed
that M. Queuille and M, Petsche have
found it hard to get the commission to
agree to taxes or economies which would
close this gap. :

However, there are signs that some of
the Government’s troubles may be the
result of more or less formal protests by
its Radical and M.R.P. supporters, who
are keeping a careful eye on the
electorate. They are never at ease if
called upon to support unpleasant

~ financial measures in public without
grumbling in public as well, To-day | -
there were signs of division among the
Government supporters but observers
heres were inclined to attribute this
their customary desire to pay lip-service
to the interests of the taxpayers. Bu
M. Queuille still has a hard struggle.
ahead. : / !

i
!
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The Manchester Guardian

1(. QUEUILLE GAINS
SUPPORT :

- Budget Proposals

PaR1s, DECEMBER 23. =

M. Queuille’s coalition Government 2
virtually won the *“bpattle of the
Budget ” to-night, when all the majority
Parliamentary groups, including the
Socialists, agreed that the Government'’s
proposed production taxes and most of
the proposed indirect taxes should be
raised. @The agreement came during
the fifth day of the Assembly’s Budget
debate, a few hours after the Cabinet
had authorised M. Queuille to seek an
“unofficial ” vote of confidence at any
time he thought it necessary. ;

The Government is seeking to raise
135,000,000 francs of extra taxation to
help to finance the investment pro-
gramme France has undertaken under
the Marshall Plan. Originally the
Government proposed the imposition of
an additional 10 per cent on all taxes,
direct or indirect. However, Right-wing
and Centre deputies objected, saying it
would increase the existing “ unfair
incidence ” of direct taxation. | |

As an alternative method of raising
the money the majority groups agreed
to-night that the production tax should
‘be raised from 10 per cent to 12.5 per
cent and most, but not all, indirect taxes
increased by 25 per cent. The Socialists
had feared that a higher production tax
‘would lead to higher prices, M.
Queuille said that while, theoretically,
the new rate would raise slightly the
household budget of minimum wage
earners, in practice he thought the tax
could and should be borne by the
manufacturer.

. This evening the Assembly was con.
sidering the Budget bill clause by claus
It was expected to sit 'through part @f
the night in an effort to get the w,
bill voted by to-morrow.—Reuter
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. ﬁueullle droht mit Riicktritt
L JUTTTRNENS dpd. P, 23, Dezeditior
Der franzosische . Ministerprisident
Queuille erklérte in der Finanzdebatte der
franzésischen Nationalversammlung, er
konne sein Amt nicht weiterfithren, wenn
die Nationalversammlung nicht die zum
Ausgleich des Haushalts und zur Unter-
. stlitzung der notleidenden Familien not-
wendigen Steuererhohungen bewillige.
= L . I iy
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/THREAT TO FRENCH
BUDGET PERSISTS

Senators OppOSlthD

From our ‘own Lorrespondent

PaRr1s, DECEMBER 30.

After deciding to examine M.!
Queuille’s Budget. proposals in detail
(ms;gid of rejecting them out of hand),
the Council of the Republic' is now
debating each article in turn. Political

observers believe that this is due to a
change of tactics on the part of General
de Gaulle’s more faithful Senatorial
supporters. who are more confident
that the 'Council ; will reject those
articles which only received a narrow
majority, in the Assembly than that it
will reject the entire Budget.

If the Council amends or rejects any
part of the Budget by an absolute
majority of more then half its members,
M. Queuﬂle will need an absolute
majority in the Assembly in order to
restore whatever cuts or alterations the
Council may have made. In the last
week he was unable, on several
occasions, to obtain this absolute
majority.

The Cabinet is believed to be divided
over the proposal to modify the charters |
under which some of the French
nationalised industries work. Socialist
Ministers are said to be oppoced to any
decentralisation of authority or financial
responsibility from the Government to
the various managements. It has beeﬁ
" suggested that several nationalised
industries might begin to pay their way
ifithe managers were given greater free-
dom from interference and greater
financial responsibility.
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‘M. DALADIER’S ATTACK |
‘M. QUEUILLE AND | in i cisioe deboe M. Daadier made n

? a: | eloquent attack on the Soviet Union, whose |
COMMU’NISM treachery, aggression, and oppression, he
declared, was at least comparable to that of

)

Nazi Germany. There could be no sense of

peace in Europe, nor hope of understanding
between east and west, so long as Russia con-

ASSEMBLY'’S VOTE OF |tinued to crush out the liberties of the

ioounrtiries t?l:lcxeiofmupie%o:gsd to threaten the
y ‘ , ‘secu o neigl +
CONFH)ENCE i I:rﬁtﬂc%;eum% vi':a‘s %ﬂly less t1jminted 111'1“};;:
i 8 p justification o Te preparations to
From Our Own Correspondent %fzression in conjunction with other mations.
PARIS, Feb. 24 ‘iﬂe q&otteg the arﬁg‘le of the{i anghthconsﬁg]l- |
The. Fronch. National : Assenibly Was| S0 G cast (o slutet 10 ¢ Mgl v §
! oot AR0N: | y individual the t to claim for itself
crowded to-day to hear M. Thorez | the exercise of naﬁonr;lgh sovereignty.” The
secretary-general of the Communist Party, | Government, he said, would resist any attemp?
repeat his ‘answer to the question what | of the Commiunists to make the nation bow to

gm Communists would do_ if th{'- So_.;ig} i th?lre uggg{inced their attempts to ruin ﬂie
rmy were to occupy Paris, o-pight| o by Ak et vaktics !
g : ¢ Sy | encou ce when in
%ihQ:;mg&%:erh%:isggm, rephumgc: vmr:a?gvmmem’ byf;’ fgl?imcg?by g tg‘
: ; : create a panic over the n some prices, and |
polliﬁg, ani declared that the Gov%rnme:t {no:v _ g‘yin%to e%emogalizehme‘angg, “ The
WO take action  against all who| patural reaction ot a renchman,” he added
rendered themselves liable to prosecution  § i€ d%‘ltaiﬁa?* hlgﬂesdf,a\:g%tﬂh& . :ﬁg %
by attempts to demoralize the Army. The gy P B :
inister of Justice announced that a from’ ":ﬂ”ﬁnsm tmhf_fam m"mﬁ.‘i’ i~
demand had been tabled for waiving the 'greeted by st cat-calls and by loud
parliamentary immuni of the veteran applause from the rest of the Assembly.

Communist deputy, . Cachin, on a R ;
charge of inciting ‘the Army t0 Pr?nAﬁli'diEi:?ér,z:&ide' By B P
| disobedience, to-night that M. Thorez’s statement that

An M.R.P. deputy who opened the debate « should the Soviet Army come to France
asked M. Thorez whether he thought the French workers would behave towards it as
interests of France could be identified with did the workers of Poland and Ruymania > had
those of a foreign Power and whether, in been sent to the Public tor’s office.
inviting Frenchmen to welcome a new occupy- = By 386 votes to 182, the Assembly expressed
mﬁgower with open arms, he was preparing 10 | its * confidence in the Government to defend
follow in the footsteps of Pierre Laval. the national independence and to apply the
M. Thorez, after repeating what he had said [ law.” The motion said: * The Assembly

clsewhere, went on to make an electoral speech | notes that M. Maurice Thorez says that any
on the theme that the Soviet Union and the | country at war with a certain foreign Power |
Communists stand for peaceand that the Anglo- | must be considered an aggressor, and. in'
Saxons, aided by the French Gove?ment, are | case of a conflict between that certain for
preparing for war against the US.SR. To | Power and France the French. people sh
| prove that the Soviet Union cannot commit | offer no resistance. . The Assembly consi
an act of aggression and did not commit one | it statements an insult to the patriots who
gt Poland in 1939, he quoted, as did |risked their lives the (Ge:

: P Humanité to-day, Mr. Churchill’s remark in § occupier; A Gaullist motion call
the first volume of his memoirs that the %rosecunon of M. Thorez was 1€
Russians had to take the action the did to | Reuter. P ]
nﬁake, their country safe against the Nazi
threat. :
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SUCCESSES FOR
M. QUEUILLE

French Elections

Paris, Marcu 20.
The first results in the French
county council elections, held to-day
throughout the country (with the
. exception of the Seine Department—
greater Paris), showed successes for
the Government. 1In the Correge!
Department the  Premier, M,
Queuille, was elected a. councillor for
'the canton of Neuvie-Dussel. He
gained 1,957 votes, a Communist 914,
an Independent 177, and a Gaullist
132 ‘

M. Mitterand (UDSR.) Secretary of
State for Information, defeated the out-
going Communist member and a Gaul-
list candidate, in the Montsauche canton
of the Nievre Department. M. Fauré,

" Secretary of State for Finance, was also
successful in his canton. Incomplete
returns from other departments showed
that, in general, the Government candi-
dates were leading, with the Gaullists
second and the Communists a poor third,

In to-day’s elections 12,000,000 French-
men went to the polls to elect councillors
to fill half the seats on the county
councils. The same system as that of
before the war is being used—the
double ballot, with single-member con-
stituencies, In cases in which no can-
didate receives an absolute majority a
second election will be held on Sunday.
To-day most centres reported that
between 60 Per cent and 70 per cent of
the electorate voted.

The Communist party has made a
great effort and is the only one con-
testing all the vacant seats. The main
point of its campaign has been a
filerce attack on the Atlantic Pact,

- described _as “an instrument of war
against Russia.” It has appealed
to the voters on the ground that “ g vote
for us is a vote for peace.”

The seats contested to-day had been
held by the following :— s

Socialists, 430.

Radicals and Left Independents, 347,

Communists, 182,

French People’s Rally, 156.
. MR.P, i21.
| Conservatives, about 120.

—Reuter, Associated Press, and British
United Press.
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_Queuilles Stellung gefestigt

Gemﬂﬁﬁ;é l_’rdnl der ,Dritten Kraft" lm zweiten Wahlgang

Drahtbericht unserer Pariser Redaktion
; : ‘Paris, 22. Mirz.

Auch die bestellten Manover der Kom-
munisten in der Nationalversammlung
werden an der Orientierung des "zweiten
Wahlganges der Kantonalwahlen am néch-
sten Sonntag nichts #ndern konnen. Im-
mer klaver zeichnet sich die Lage ab. Die’
Voraussagen einiger politischer Propheten
wollten von grofien Umwilzungen wissen:
Der Gaullismus wiirde die Regierungs-
mehrheit und die Regierung selbst. hin-
wegfegen und grofe kommunistische Er-
folge soliten den Beweis fir die Notwen-
digkeit von Neuwahlen und der Bildung
einer starken nationalen Regierung er-
bringen. Die Propheten haben sich wieder
einmal geirrt. Die Kommunisten haben
eine halbe Million Stimmen eingebiift, und
die gaullistische Bewegung ist nicht Uber
den Punkt hinausgekommen, den sie vor
eineinhalb Jahren bei den Gemeindewah-
len erreicht hatte. Das Gegenteil wére

cunserem fritheren Be-
Wahlgang - den deutlichen Willen ~des
franzosischen Volkes zur politischen Ruhe

und Stabilitdt zum Ausdruck gebracht,
vielleicht mit einer leichten Betonung zur
gemiBigten Rechten hin. Der hohe Pro-
zentsatz der Stimmenthaltungen scheint
diese Tendenz noch zu untersireichen.

In Regierungskreisen ist man zufrieden
{iber diese Billigung der offiziellen Politik
durch die Bevolkerung. ' Die Regierung
Queuille sieht ihre Stellung ge-
festigt und die Parteien, auf die sie
sich stiifzt, bereiten ihren Schlachtplan
fiir die Entscheidung am Sonntag vor. So-
zialisten, Volksrepublikaner, Radikale und
GemiBigte werden sich bei den Stichwah-
len nach Moglichkeit zusammentun. Der
Zweifrontenkampf ist beendet. Unvorher-
gesehene Zwischenfdlle allein konnten
noch eine grundsdtzliche Anderung des
Wahlergebnisses herbeifiihren, ‘Das Volk
atmet auf. Zweieinhalb Jahre wird Wahi-
frieden herrschen bis zu den allgemeinen
Parlamentswahlen 1952.. Auch in der Na-
tionalversammlung wird man nicht unzu-
frieden sein ‘iiber die Zeif. die nun zur,

5

aber kann dié erste Kra £t des Tandes

werden. § : o

_eher war., Wie in unser ; - ernsten, fruchtbringenden. . zur Ver:
el whrde. REL for Sicle  RBANE atent. WS “Krate:



4 13980 —

Hamburgisches
Welt-Wirtschafts-Archiv

@0l 00 g

Man benétigt schon
einen ungehoérig breiten
‘Raum, nur um  die 22
‘Kabinette: aufzuzdhlen,
in - denen Frankreichs
Ministerprasident Henri
Queuille in den vierzig
Jahren seiner bewegten
politischen Laufbahn als
Sozialist zwischen lin-
kem. und rechts gerich- |
teten radikalen Fliigel,
-meist als Landwirt-
schafts-, oft als Gesund-
i ! heitsminister unter Libe-
‘Henri'Queuille : - ralen, Konservativen,
A Rechtsradikalen und So-
zialisten ‘pflichtgetren seinem Lande. dient. In
seiner Rundfunkansprache am. -Vorabend der
letzten Kantonalwahlen, in denen er die bei-
den starksten Parteien, die Gaullisten und die
/Kommunisten, mit 51 Prozent fiir seine Regie-
rungskoalition der Dritten Kraft schlagt, darf

er widerspruchslos .als Bilanz seiner letzten

+halbjahrigen Cheftédtigkeit (— ,der ‘bleibt auch
keinen Monat!" unkten alle fiir und gegen ihn,

als man ihn wahlte- —) auf der Aktivseite ver-

zeichnen: Ausgleich des Haushalts, Abwehr der
drohenden Inflation, Beendigung der steigenden
Preistendenz, Wiederaufbauanleihe -und Wie- |
derherstellung der Staatsautoritit. Monsieur
Queuille stammt aus Stidfrankreich. Noch heute,

-nach vier Jahrzehnten, schickt ihn sein heimat-

liches Departement Corréze. als seinen Vertreter

in die Deputiertenkammer. Anfangs ist er Land-

-arzt, aber bald packt die Politik so -nachhaltig

-und zeitraubend nach ihm, daB er sich, -nach

einem kurzen Abstecher als Frontsoldat im
Weltkrieg I ihr. ganz verschreibt, Klein, stdm-
‘mig, mit - silbergrauem Schnurrbart iiber den
schmalen Lippen seines Bauerngesichts bewegt
‘er sich auch heute noch wie ein Landarzt in
seiner konservativen siidfranzésischen :Eleganz.
‘Er spricht auch so still und betonungslos wie
der Mediziner am Krankenbett, und die Kari-
katuristen haben es leicht mit den Anspielun-
gen, um . so mehr, als Dr. Queuille es liebt,
seine politischen Diagnosen medizinisch zu
halten: ,Frankreich hat Fieber und ist .iber-
reizt, es braucht Ruhe.” Er haBt offizielle Ge-
sellschaften, ziichtet mit Leidenschaft Rosen,.
spaziert fiir sein Leben gern unerkannt iiber die
Boulevards, glaubt an Wiinschelruten und Pen-
del, haBt Uberraschungen und holt seine stdrk-
sten Wirkungen als uniibertrefflicher Routinier.
Eine kleine heimliche Leidenschaft hat er, iiber
die er gar nicht gern spricht: seit Jahren ist er
noch nebenbei Biirgermeister fiir ‘3000 Bewoh-
ner seines heimatlichen Stadtchens Neuvic, und
wenn er es wieder einmal mit der Politik satt
hat, setzt er sich in seinen kleinen Wagen und
vergrédbt sich an seinem Amtstisch abseits von
Rundfunk, Telephon und hochst gewichtigen
Konferenzen. Und wenn er jetzt Médrz ultimo
seinen 65. Geburtstag in seiner bescheidenen
‘Wohnung links der Seine (,Ich zieh' nicht erst
ins Matignon-Palais!")  begehen wird, werden
sein Sohn, aus Teheran als Vizekonsul auf Ur-
Jaub heimgekehrt, und seine Tochter und ihr
Mann, ein beriithmter Pariser Anwalt, wieder
wie immer bei solchen Gelegenheiten, der Ma-.
“damé °Queunille;’ einbr *charmanten schlanken;
‘Stidfranzosing bei ihtem' ‘standigen’ Uriken *bei.

‘pflichten: ,Henri, "denk" auch mal an ‘mich,
arbeit’ nicht zuviel und laB endlich dein Rau-
chen seinl" * !

—

gy

Die Neue Zeitung (Miinchen)
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Interpress (Hamburg)
Nr. 93 *vm

Henrl Queullle =

Der Hausarzt der 4. chub‘:k

Der in den jlingsten Kantonalwahlen
von Frankreichs Mittelparteien er-
rungene Brfolg ist zugleich ein Pre-

bL&“gerpL des Ministerprisidenten
Henr- Queville.

(Interpress) - Am Quai &'Crsay zianlte man den gemdssigten
Radikalsozialisten, der "libsral ous Instinkt vnd Uberzeugung"
ist, jahrzehntelang zvr sweiten Gernitur. In wohl swei Dutzend
Zwischenkriegsregierungen hatte er Ministerseasel gedriickt:

ein jung in die Politik gegangener Tondarszt mit provinzieller

2

chen Kleinstadtaristo-

!_J

nd s
Note und wirdiger Vertreter der birgerl

kratie, die ihn heute in der Eegierung stiitzt. Als der 64jdhri-
ge Kabinettsroutinier im vergangen . Hexrb

T

at Uberraschend das
Ministerprasidenten-Palais latignon be (

zog (aus der "Anonymitét
des Durchschnitts" heraus, wie man auf den Boulevards glossier-
te), personifizierte er cinen wurzlebigon Kompromiss, weniger
die ausgleichende "Dritte Kraft® als den Prellbock zwischen ‘den
Extremen der franzﬁéischen Innenpolitik. Henri Queuille enttdusch=-
te seine Gegner. leg dag Kopital, mit dem erx seinen Wahlerfolg
erzielte, die Mudigkeit der breiten Masse sein oder seine in-
tuitive Kraft als Mensch und Staatsmonns die fiebernde Marianne
hat sich - zundchst ~ fiir den Tandarzt, nicht flir den operations-
beflissenen General an ihrum Krankenbett entschieden.

Die Behandlungsmethode des Blirgermeist raohnes aus Corréze,

Ex;

wo er vor seiner Flucht unach Bng .dxi Voo 1940 bis 194% unauffdl-
lig ein kleines Holzgeschift bvetrisb, ist nicht die eines Wunder-
doktors.. Queuilles Politik entspricht geiner stiarksten Elgen=-
gschaft: dem gesunden Menstaenversto nd. Br diktiert ihm von Zelt
su Zeit seine scharfen Worte an de Gaulle -~ obwohl seine Rheto-
rik sonst bestenfalls ermiidend wirk! Er veranlasst ihn zur
rilcksichtslosen Streikbekampfung - wenngleich sein politisches



. Temperament eher sanft als“upternehmnngslustig ist. Der Durch-
gchnittsfranzose mag sich_iﬁiiﬁm selbst an der Regierung sehen.
Da floretticrt keiner jenéilﬁafglatten Advokaten: ein schnurr-
bartiger Familienvater mifﬂéilbermeliertem, schon diinnen Haar,
einem Sohn am Konsulat in Teheran, einer verheirateten Tochter,
mit einer 3char lédrmender Inkelkinder, denen er Spielzeug ba- .
stelt, mit kleinen Schwdchen, iber die gsich niemand mokiert,
sei e8 die Veigung, seinen Garten zu bestellen und Rosen zu
ziichten, oder seine Experimente mit Winschelrute und Pendel

sur Anzeigung verborgener Schétze und Krenkheitsherde. Dass er
im Rat der Republik aus Schwiche zusammenbrach, hat ihn vielen
" pur sympathischer gemacht. Nicht in den Augen der Kommunisten,
die es ihm neben vielem anderen veriibeln, dass er offen von der
Notwendigkeit spricht, Buropn gegen die Sowjetarmee an der El-
be, nicht crst =m Rhein 2zu verteidigen. Nzherliegend ist die
Schlacht, in der er im Palais Bourbo#h die Queuille-Iinie der
nproisidme Force" kiinftig gegen den Ansturm der autoritédren
Fliigel wird verteidigen miissen. Ob der’Mann, der die 4. Repu-
blik mit Kompromissen regiext, hier.siegen wird, ist noch die
Frage. : ; :

30. 3. 1949 ; .o - . =

%Eguille Henri, franzdsischer Staatsmonn. -
1ogra§Eische Angaben unter Internationaler Biographi-
scher Préssedienst, Ausgabe Politik Nr. 198/1948 vom 9.

September 1948: "Henri Queuille - Arzt am Scheidewege".

s
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/ VI. QUEUILLE’S
{

MILESTONE

A RECESS WITHOUT
ELECTIONS

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

PARIS, ApriL 17

The French Parliament has risen for the ’
Easter recess, which is to continue until
May 17. It marks something of a political
milestone, for the deputies separated for
the first time in the history of this Parlia-
ment without the prospect of an early
national or local election.

This, together with the increased stability
of the Quenille administration, means that
French politics are calmer than they have been
since the birth of the Fourth Republic. Between
now and May ‘17, however, M: Queuille and
his Ministers have several difficult problems to
face ; and apart from current affairs there is a
growing feeling that something must be done
to make the work of Parliament more efficient,
even if it means altering the constitution.

MEN FOR INDO-CHINA

The outstanding jmmediate problem is
national defence in general and Ind ina in
| particular. The military budget has not yet
' been debated in detail, and, although no official
information is available, it is generally sup-
posed that the recent decision to send rein- -
forcements of men and material to Indo-China *
'will mean a request to Parliament for more y
money. Bao Dai, the ex-emperor of Annam,
is due to arrive in Indo-China by April 25,
| where, according to present French hopes, he
| will head 'a united and independent Viet Nam
|and so help to draw support away from Ho
| Chi-minh, the Communist leader. = But there
|is a long way to go before this aim is _satis-
1factorily achieved, and probably no Minister
|or official is without anxiety about the future.
'A_ growing body of independent and right-
. wing opinion believes that the only alternative
| to_abandoning Indo-China, which is unthink-
| able, is increasing the military effort to secure
| and hold it. ! :
Secondly, there is the economic_policy of
the Government. Restriction of- credit and
a tendency to falling prices have led to the
appearance of the usual symptoms associated
ith the transition from inflation et; deflation ;
&onomic activity has been deClining and
unemployment slowly rising, and there is talk
of an economic crisis at a time when the franc
has been nursed back to something approach-
in%dstabilizat.ion. ; !

. Queuille, whose adroit handling of his
ill-assorted majority has won him general ad-
miration in the last few months, is expected
to produce a fresh and comprehensive pro-
gramme next month. So far he has kept his
Government alive by discreet avoidance or
postponement of difficult questions ; now it
would seem that he must abandon this day-
to-day policy in favour of something of longer
range, which must take account of the ¢ drift
to the right °* which the Government acknow-
ledges to have been indicated by the recent '
local elections. y
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Neoue Zarcher Zeitung

_den Monat Juni iiberleben wird.

148

" Eine Resolution zugunsten Queuilles
Madame Poinso-Chapuis ist es in Stral-
burg nicht §eei ngen, einen Umsturz ins Werk
zu setzen. Seit der Befreiung haben sich die

Volksrepublikaner ‘noch nie als inist
stiirzer benommen, und sie 7, 3
mal, die Verlegenheiten Queuilles zu steigern.

Minister-

Der Kongre nahm eine Resolution an, die

sich fiir die Stabilitit ’derR‘agidmn&t
rn Resolution riick

spricht. In einer ande
artei vom Gaullismus ab, dem vorgeworfen

" wird, daB er ,durch seine Politik der sterilen

Angriffe gegen das Bere und die Demo-
rn}&mng» der dffentlichen Meinu%g die
Franzosen spaltet und die nationale Wieder-
aufrichtung verzogert“. Improvisationen wer-
den also .aigeleh:‘;t. Ir wie hat das Hin
und Her in 1

] risenatmo-
sphdre beigetragen, die sich in Paris beme
bar macht. Die politischen Auguren sind ni
davon iiberzeugt, daB die heutige Regieru

rn auch dies--

aus-
die
rf

en Reihen der Volksre ublikaner.
_aber doch zur Verstirkung der

71. Mal 1949
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/ Queuille kimpft weiter £

aui Dienstag — Benzin

Drahtbericht unéserer Pariser ‘Redditionl’d"n Kreisen der Resiﬁmnssmehrheit mit
payis, 27. Msai. Nach Krisen. Gestniiiy E00 “Abstimmungsergebnis e
und Stimm u‘ngékémpfen “n der National- fne:den, SO herrscht 1n der Offentlichen
versammlung ist ein stilles Wochenende Meinung ein U unv.errgohlenes MiBbehagen
fiir die franzosische Innenpolitik voraus® {iber die KompromiBlosung des sogenanti-
zusehen. Miriisterprasident Queuille hat in ten ,doppelten Sektors®. Wie dieses neuc
letzter Stunde dem prasidenten der Repu- arbeiten wird, weif
plik mitgeteilt, daB er ihn nicht wie ge- A% noch nicht. Eins aber wird in i
plant, bei dem Staatshesuch nach Algerien | und in Rechtskreisen behauptet,
pegleiten  kann. Fin Staatssekretdr des ses System die Existenz eines
Ministerprasidiums wird den Regierungs= noch tbrig gebliebenen Zweige
chef bei dieser offiziellen Angelegenheit:| Schwarzhandels verlingern wird.

: der Finanzkommission abge-

vertreten.
Der Ministerprasident wird wohl trif lehnte Regierun,gsentwurf hitte dem Ben-
‘ z'inschwarzhandel skandaldsesten

tige Griinde daflr gehabt haben, an der

‘« zu Dleiben, solange die letzten solchen _illegalen Manover, —en
Me’inungsverschiedenheiten innerhalp des schnelles Ende bereitet. Wie wird es nun
Kabinetts und der Nationalversa mlung “jetzt sein? Die mit Vorzugsrecht beliefer-

des

nicht zum Ausgleich gekommen sind. Es |iten Autobesitzer erhalten das Benzin
gab Besprechungen sozusagen am laufefi | ach wie vor zu 43,— Frs. das Liter, wih-
d Band mit . in iny Paris anwesenden ren fiir den thoretisch unb_egrenzten
istern, Frak! g ern und mabge: Ptreien Handel der Preis von 63— FIs.

fostgesetzt ist. Sachverstandige behaup-
| ten, daB es nicht moglich sei, der freien
Nachfrage Zu geniigen und daB es auch
in - diesem Sektor notwendigerweise zu
einer Kontingentiei'ung kommen miisse.
Man spricht sogar von 30 bis 40 Liter
‘monatlich. Jedenfalls sieht man noch
allerlei Komplikationen yoraus.

Die Nationalversammlung
Dienstag wieder zusammen und die wel-

benden politischen Ppersonlichkeiten.
Nicht anwesend in der Hauptstadt, sind
die Vo\*ksrepublikaner (MRP). Sie halten
seit dem Himelfahrtstag in StraBburg
ihren JahreskongreB ab, 1200 Delegierte |
sind dort zusammen,gekormn‘en und sie

gein, daB die Koalitionsre@erung Queuille
sich in keiner unmittelbaren
findet. In Paris selbst spricht
yvon der Moglichkeit einer Regierungsum:a
pildung, um ¢ re
Druck gewachsen zu sein.
pildung erfolgen soll:
nichts naheres. B durfte auch nicht sehr
einfach verwirklicht werden konnen.

Der Brennstoffkonﬂikt‘ hat nun eine

vorlaufige LOSUng gefunden. Ist man m\ Algerien zu erkennen gegeben, daB er
4 | , i . ,

noch nicht zur Kapitulation entschlossen
! igt, sondern im Interesse der politischen
Stabilitat weiter kampft. Wer den ziem-
lich lebhaften Ministernrisidenten mit so
reicher Erfahrung richtig versteht, wird
wsich dariiber nicht wundern.

- | einen neuen gegen die Geschafts-
fiihrung gewisser nationalisierter Be-
triebe und der Sozialvet‘sicherung zZu un-
ternehmen. Ministerprﬁsident Queuille hat
Verzicht auf die Reise nach

politis

‘ ﬁlf 27 M -
P i

Signatur: .

e e e

Datum: . 28 Mai 199

he Stabilitit

&3 Frs. im freien Haudol
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..QUEUILLE
UBLE
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RIGHT-WING THREAT
" TO COALITION

07

HOLIDAY BONUS DISPUTE

. From] Our Own, Cbrrespondent

PARIS, Jury 25
M 'Queuilleinexpectedly found him-
'self and hisrGovernment in - difficulties
 to-day, wheén the right'wing of his majority
| threateried to bréak away because of a
decision of  the” Socialist Minister of
Labour concerning holiday bonuses. Par-
liament is due to godnto recesson Wednes-

‘| which, it was felt, could not fail to unleas

day, and it had been assumed that pro-
vided M. Queuille suryived till then—and
this did not seem in doubt until 48 hours
ago—he would survive until ‘the autumn
or longer. To-day his prospects sagged.
§ dispute was the result of the rapproval
by M. Daniel Mayer, the Ministertof:
ur, to a scheme by which the employees
the social insurance system, who have
ently meatening,to strike, are given
'a holiday of considerable size. Four
: .agohowever, M. Mayer himself declared
. National. Assembly _that -he was against
an_obligatory bonus for all workers. Holiday
s were essential for certain classes, he,
ied, but on no aggount must they lead to
prices. ‘n yr

CONVENIENT. PRETEXT

| of bargaining. M. R

| head of the body politic, rose and accused his

First reactions to M. Mayer’s action came'
over the week-end when the right wing and
independent. groups in the Chamber began to
indicate their strong disapproval of a step

a host of similar claims and undermine the
Government’s _hitherto firm policy of keeping
wages pegged: .
_Whatever substance there may be in these
right-wing fears, it seems likely that the ques-
tion has been seized on as a convenient pre-
text by those deputies and groups of deputies
who feel that the present Administration has
been in office for long enough. A form of
“ cold war " was begun by M. Paul Reynaud
'and his group of right-wing independents last
April, when yarious warnings to M. Queuille
were uttered about what would happen if he
did not tidy up his economic policy. Since
then little more has developed, but there is
reason to suppose that certain ‘members of
the Radical Party and the right and right-
centre are far from satisfied at the prospect
of having to wait until next November, perhaps,
before a chance for a portfolio comes along.
Governments lasﬁnﬁnas long as ‘M. Queuille’s
—it has now been in office for 10 months—
are remarkable by Fourth Republic and even
Third Republic standards.

PRECEDENT CLAIMED

/M. Daniel Mayer mounted the tribune of the
National Assembly this morning to explain
his action, and maintained that a similar step
taken by M. Reynaud when he was Minister of
Finance a year ago provided a precedent. In
any case, he argued, individual agreements on
holiday bonuses might be made to serve as a
touchstone by which to judge the risks of agita-
tion which might follow a return to freedom
s s eyr:auddv\;ascl%arly uniml;
press this argument, and in a short speec
which, in the opinion of lobby observers, con-
siderably darkened the situation, he said that
he and his “followers ‘could not support the
Government, whose involved “ the
gravest dangers.” T o4
" Finally M." %euil]c, who in récent months
has so often applied a cold towel to the heated

critics of disturbing Government solidarity on
the eve of the recess. - Either there must be
complete confidence in the coalition, he said,
or there must be a motion of censure. It
seemed possible this evening that there would
be no more developments in this crisis, if such
it b&x@mﬂ Wednesday, for it has been agreed
that'the debate on the Atlantic Pact should|
run its course.. Meanwhile there is great
gﬁtmty in the lobbies, and no one is prepare:

prophesy the outcome.
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PROSPECTS IN THE AUTUMN
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT ;
‘ PARIS, Jury 29

his mﬁfﬁl:gm K e e majority wodld
at any other time have a grave eﬁgct on the
goYpmmenﬁg'eng tofr&;As it is,
arliament is about to go into until mid-
October, so tﬁatﬂﬁt no immediate
significance. g i T
] Iye_;;aihc mmownet;s&ef’ the vote
political o O prophesy
M. Queuille’s C

expected. Whether M. Queuille is pertur

this prospect is another question'; his Govern-
ment has already lasted longer than any other
since the liberation, and if it lasts for another
three months, he will have ample reason, give
the ill-assorted character of his coalition,
be satisfied. 4




13980 — 2032 (40 g

Hamburgisches

Welt-Wirtschafts- Archiv

————

aﬁ""”"m/ ”

The Economist (London
MN5527

M. Queuille’s Last Lap?

Stieetast “Wititer, the French ¢community has acquired a
real if temporary measure of stability. No violent storm has
rocked the country since the November strikes, and the relative
tranquillity has even made itself felt in that delicate barometer
<f the French political mood—the Assembly.. Fer ten menths,

M. Queuille’s government has survived. The coalition of
Socialists, Catholics, and anti-socialist and anti-clerical Radicals
is held together by a shared dislike of the Communist and
Gaullist extremes and by the expedient of reducing govern-

mental activity to a minimum. This type of government,

which “divides Frenchmen least” and seeks to avoid their
criticism by doing nothing to incur it, is, of course, entirely
reminiscent of the Third Republic. Indeed it is managed
today by parliamentary veterans of the inter-war years. So
long as the centre groups exactly balance the extremists on

both wings, no other political combination is conceivable S

M. Queuille cannot govern without the votes of the Socialists
and the Catholics. Equally they have no majority without
the Radicals and the various independent groups which share
the Radical philosophy of laisser faire and governmental
quiescence,

This week, with only a few days to g0 to the adjournment,
the temptation not to leave M. Queuille’s team enjoying the
advantages of office for the several undisturbed months of the
recess has led to a new effort to upset the Coalition. The
Socialist Minister of Labour, M. Daniel Mayer, gave an admir-
able opening by promising a holiday bonus to the social insur-
ance workers, not a notoriously hard-working body of men, but
pillars nonetheless of the Socialist Party. This move, which
threatened to set in motion a new wave of wage demands, in
conflict with the aim of governmental economy, and conferred
a favour on a socialist sector of the electorate, provided the
Radical groups with the excuse they needed to threaten to
vote the coalition out of office.

At the time of going to press, the crisis continues. The
need to keep a government in being to ratify the Atlantic
Pact and the ignominy of a Cabinet falling instantly after the
ratification may carry M. Queuille through the week and on
to the adjournment. In fact, the episode is not a real crisis.

If M. Queuille went, another M. Queuille would take his’

place.

)
Signatur ik (ﬁm

i
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Regierungskrise in I

i rogramm
“zu werden, und erst dann kann
umﬂﬁuﬂ ,bﬂ_don-

 Normalerweise miifte Auriol nach den

franzosis Sozialisten vorschlagen, da
ﬁmn das Auseinanderbrechen
der Regierungskoalition veranlaBten.

ein Sozialist in der Kammer die absolute
Mehrheit auf sich vereinen kann, denn
_die Sozialisten verfiigen nur {iber 101 von
617 Abgeordneten.’

 Uberbriidkung unmaglich*

Die jetzt in Frankreich offen zutage

lich ausgebrochen; sie
langem unter der Oberfliche. Sie
sich in

Kénnen Sozialisten und
Wirtschaftsfragen  gemeinsame
treiben und in ein
rung sitzen?

Im Anschlu an den
vormittag stattgefundenen franzésischen
Ministerrat hatte die Regierung offiziell
in einer Verlautbarung erkldren lassen,

sIn der Vierten Republik ‘einen

Man sieht aber keine Méglichkeit, wie

getretene Re,gier,_ungskxmﬁmxn_lﬁt plotz-

schwelte . Qﬁﬁ ‘gierung aussehen kénnte.

und derselben RW

am Mittwoch-

Mtﬁﬁssesuch. an Priisident Auriol
r uneinig iiber Lohne und Preise

Von unserem Berichterstatter

FE.S. Paris, 5. Oktober

jlle bot am Mittwochnachmittag wegen
der Lohn- und Preisfrage Staatsprdsident
Auriol will am Donnerstag entscheiden, ob

daB der Staatsprasident die Demission der
das Parlament wurde bereits vorzeitig aus
wird am kommenden Sonnabend wieder

chibdenheiten unter den Ministern zu
iiberbriicken”. :
~ Diese Meinungsverschiedenheiten wur-
zeln in der Lohn- und Preispolitik det
- Regierung. Die Preise sind in der letzten
Zeit standig gestiegen. Erst der am Mitt-

wiederum eine Steigerung der
haltungskosten um 4 vH.

“am Sonnabend bereit erkldrt, die niedrig-
sten Lohne zu erhdhen. Er selbst war
bereit, den Schiedsrichter zu 'spielen. Die
Regelung dieser Frage sollte am heutigen
Mittwodn erfolgen; aber der sozialistische
Arbeitsminister, Daniel Mayer, lehnte
den Schiedsspruch des Ministerpréasi-

|. denten ab. Die sozialistischen Mggéﬂ
verlangen eine allgemeine Lohnerhéhu g.

_der sich Queuille und der den Una
hangigen angehorende
Petsche, widersetzen..

| Man fragt sich nun,

Finanzminmgt.

wie eine ﬁeu_e Re-
1 Das Partei-
ktorium der franzésischen Sozialisten

dinem Satz zusammenfassen: wird Mittwoch nacht zusammentreten, und
P’oﬂg‘ g gg::m laut geworden, die den Riicktritt

es sind bereits Stimmen einzelner Frak-
3 sozialistischen Minister aus der Re-
erung fordern. Fiir den Fall, daB die
ozialisten in der Opposition sind,
 konnte eine neue Regierung die Mehrheit
pur finden, wenn sie sich nach rechts
erweitert und wenn alle Gaullisten

Fall sein diirfte.

woch herausgegebene Preisindex zeigt |
Lebens- |

" Ministerprésident Queuille hatte sich

*

eben-
‘ falls fiir die Regierung stimmen, was der
daB es ,unmoglich sei, die )iteinungmxf v
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VA R R L S SO L i N RN e B

P ; vt B

e : ¢ | regierungsfihig, denn die vereinte Opposition von Sozia-
Wlﬂlﬁ fer der Abwertung ! listen und Kommunisten wiirde ihre Aktionsfahigkeit von
s g ek o = / vornherein ldhmen. Aussicht kann ein K it des
Viereei s ission des Kabinetts Queuille hitte der o, usgleiches haben, wie es unvollkommen in der

/ierten Republik erspart werden kénnen. An dem Riick- sfrontregierung” Léon Blums bestanden hat. Erfolg

" tritt tragt Downing Street ein gut Teil Schuld, Ohne den  rejch wird es aber g . Kch at, SO
_ ‘ gu ' reich wird es aber nur dann sein, wenn sich die soziali-

Nachbarn zu Rate zu ziehen, vollzog London die Devals e e e

vation. Die englische Presse sucht das egozentrische = | : T e 57}
Verhalten der Regierung gegeniiber Paris damit zu ent- stnsc!h_t_an Kabinettsmitglieder nicht von ‘der Force
schuldigen, dab sie auf die Notwendigkeit der Geheim- ‘inuv‘nepe bevormunden lassen. Von den unabhédngigen
| Gewerkschaften wiederum méochte man hoffen, daB sie

haltung hinweist. DaB man auf die Konsultation ver- o ‘
zichtete, erschien Frankreich als Beweis mangeinden sich gegeniiber den ,kameradschaftlichen” Einfliisterun-
Solidaritdtsgeistes. Die Abwertung des Pfundes hat das gen kommunistischen Gewerkschaft CGT standhaft
von Premierminister Queuille und Finanzminister Petsc zelgen. ; i 3y , /
notdiirftig stabilisierte Lohn- und Preisgeflige stark
schiittert. Seit einigen Wochen schon hatte das Kabine
kein festes Fundament” mehr. Die Spannung rithrie aus
der scheinbar unversdhnlichen Gegnerschaft zwischen
Petsche und dem sozialistischen Arbeitsminister Mayer
her. Ihr lag die fiir die Vierte Republik traditionelle
Situation zugrunde: der den’ liberalen Fliigel reprdsen-
tierende Petsche bestand auf Lohnstop. Mayer, seiner
Partei und der antikommunistischen Gewerkschaft Force
Ouvriére, aber auch den christlichen Arbeiterverbanden
verpflichtet, ging von der Forderung auf Lohnerhéhung
fiir die schlecht bezahlten siidfranzosischen Arbeiter nicht
ab. Zu Beginn der Woche noch schien es, als gelinge ein
Kompron:igf. Queuille und Petsche veistanden sich zu
einer Preissenkung fiir éinige Konsumartikel und waren
auch bereit, die Wiinsche des sozialistischen Kabinetts-
mitgliedes zu erfiillen.-Mayer stimmte, ohne — wie man
vermuten darf — die Partei und die Gewerkschaftsfiihrer
befragt.zu haben, grundsdtzlich der Lohnstoppolitik zu.
Wenn ‘sich Queuille dennoch zum Riicktritt entschlos-
sen hat, so wird man den Grund dafiir sowohl in der i
Intransigenz der Force Ouvriére als auch in der- ab-- ;
lehnenden Haltung des privaten Unternehmerfums zu
suchen haben, die beide den KompromiB fiir nicht
akzeptabel gehalten haben mogen. Es ist allerdings nicht
einzusehen, inwiefern sich die Schwierigkeiten derart
leichter meistern lassen, Fiir eine neue Regierungs-
bildung bieten sich nur die Volksrepublikaner, die
Radikalsozialisten und die Sozialisten an, jene Parteien N
also, auf die sich Queuilles Kabinett bisher gestiitzt hat.
Zwar hat sich de Gaulle gerade in diesen Tagen mit den
bekannten Vorwiirfen gegen das naltersschwache Par-
teien-Kabinett” vernehmen lassen, aber die Namen der
,,Sammlungsbhewegung"” sind gering. ;
Die Lésung scheint nun nicht mehr in dem so oft|
geiibten Verwechselungsspiel zu liegen, das einen Mini-
ster auf den Platz des anderen riicken 148t. Eine Koali-
tion, die die Sozialisten ausldft und die sich allein auf
Volksrepublikaner und Radikalsozialisten stiitzt, ist nicht
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A FRENCH GOVERNMENT’S
BIRTHDAY

/AGHIEVEMENTS AND PROSPECTS OF M. QUEUILLE

[FroM OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT]

M. HeENrl QUEUILLE, having remained an entire year
at the head of the Government of the Fourth Republic,
has done better than any one of his eight predecessors in
resisting the instinct deep-rooted in French politicians
and their electors to turn out Ministers as soon as they
begin to feel comfortable in their seats. As Premier he
now holds the record for longevity. If the period be
extended back to the Liberation, he must yield title to
General de Gaulle, but during the fourteen months in
which the General guided her destinies France was without
a Constitution, for she had turned her back on that of the
Third Republic and found considerable trouble in deciding
what should be that of the Fourth. No sooner had the
Fourth begun its career than the heads of Ministries began




to fall in quick succession. Coalitions including the
Communists were discarded for coalitions without them,
but the maximum tenure of office was ten months, while
the minimum was a few days. M. Queuille succeeded one
of the shortest-lived Premiers in the series, and nobody
a year ago would have staked much on his chance of

_surviving twelve whole months. But President Vincent
Auriol made a wise or a lucky choice or both when he
called on this unaggressive but experienced Radical-
Socialist, whom politics long ago seduced from medicine,
for the unenviable task of forming a Ministry of all parties
except the Communists and keeping it together in face of
a situation which seemed to render economic and political
instability equally inevitable.

As M. Queuille has been reminding an interviewer,
France was then sliding swiftly to disaster down the slope
of inflation and had to be halted before she could even think
of climbing up it again. It is his outstanding merit to
have halted the process of economic disintegration. It
is undoubtedly because he did so that he has survived to
this day without even the change of a single of his Ministers.
Tt is the very fact that France has attained relative economic
stability which he now uses as effective retort to the charge
brought of smmobilisme against him so deftly a couple of
months ago by M. Reynaud and others—a charge which he
escaped by the barest of majorities in the National
Assembly.  To-day there is no denying that to this quiet,
likeable, straightforward, sensible grey-haired little man
it is due that France has ceased to be the problem child
of Europe’s doctors, American and other, so that, for
example, the eyes of speculators are turned on the pound
instead of the franc and a British delegation instead of a
French leads the latest trek to Washington.

It was thought fitting, if not by M. Queuille at least
by certain of his Ministers, that the first anniversary of the
Government should be the occasion for a public statement
on its achievements, The statement cites figures to show
how industrial production and external and internal com-
merce have improved, together with the valuation of the
currency in terms of gold or the Swiss franc, how prices
have been stabilised, and how current expenditure has
been made to run parallel with revenue. A summary
calculation based on statistics in September, 1948, and the
latest that are available shows indeed a difference in the
wholesale price levels of only 3} per cent., a decline in the
free official quotation of the gold louis of 15 per cent., a
rise in industrial output of 20 per cent. The secret of M.
Queuille’s success lies in the combination of a policy of
blocking wages (after an initial readjustment); a natural
development of industrial production dispelling one scarcity
after another, exterminating black markets and enabling
the Government to abandon controls; a bumper harvest,
sending food prices rapidly downward ; and the beneficent
inflow of dollars under the Marshall plan. Luck, in other
words, accompanied courage and sound common sense,
but that is not said to depreciate the courage the Govern-
ment showed in resisting the organised Communist attempt
last November to paralyse the national activities by a
general strike, beginning in the coalfields and extending by
deliberate design to one other industry after another, or
the same qualities it has shown in dealing with the more
subtle forms of attack, as varied as ingenious, to which it
has since been subjected. M. Queuille would surely be the
last to deny the role which fortune played in the game
in the shape of the weather or American generosity or the
regression of Communist influence in neighbouring countries.
But the observer must be no less fair than he is, and fairness
dictates the award to him of the credit which is not Fortune’s
due.

However, the observer will also be as fair as M. Queuille
in admitting that there are still clouds on the horizon. He
must confess that stability is still fragile. The Premier in
the interview already mentioned dwelt on the renewal of
pressure for relaxation of policy of restriction of credit (on
which the Government has relied all along as one of the
weapons to halt and then lower prices) and for another
readjustment of wages. All three federations of labour—
Communist, Socialist and Christian Democrat, are or are
likely to be in the coming campaign, in which the first
shots have already been fired ; and that alone proves that

something neéeds adjustment in the economic structure.
Even the farmers are preparing, through their union, to
challenge the Government.

It is mainly because agricultural prices, once far ahead
of industrial, have fallen unduly below them, and that by
reason of the damage done by the drought to certain farm
products, but not cereals, there is a slight tendency for
such products to rise in price apart from the normal seasonal
increase. A few months ago a moderate rise in unemploy-
ment, together with the repercussions of the American
recession, led to talk of coming depression. The fear has
not been borne out by recent developments, and what
recession in activity there has been is little more than was
to be expected in the transition from price inflation to
price stability. But there is no denying that industrial
prices have most obstinately resisted both natural and
artificial pressure. The farmer awaits compensation for
the lower prices he receives for his produce. The urban
worker, apt to forget the benefits of social security and
family allowances, looking on statistics which show wages
far from corresponding to the rise of prices above pre-war,
finds himself paying more rent (in which respect, incidentally,
the Government has also shown courage enough to tackle
a situation that could only be called fantastic), and higher
public service charges, and so is apt to reflect that the wage
readjustment of a year ago has done him no good. The
middle classes, the real victims of inflation here as every-
where else, begin to forget the nightmare of rising prices,
and clamour for relief.

Here, then, is a body of discontent which has already
prompted the Government to renewed efforts to get down
the prices of clothing, household utensils and farm imple-
ments. These efforts at the moment take the form of
removing obstacles to imports of these things, as well as of
certain foods. The results have yet to be seen, but it may
as well be admitted forthwith that the habit of high profits,
also a product of the inflation, will die hard with the pro-
ducer, agricultural or industrial, no less than with the
merchant, and that perhaps in the end the remedy will
have to be found in excess of production and menace of
unemployment.

There is another cloud on the horizon, not mentioned in
the official review of achievements. It is the still big dollar
gap and the growing sferling gap. Statistics show a remark-
able improvement in the balance of trade, but it is due to
the substitution of a surplus for a deficit in trade with other
zones than these two. Estimates of the dollar deficit in
1949 are $737 million, and of the sterling deficit $410
million, whereas ‘the surplus vis-a-vis other countries is
only some $200 million. Directly and indirectly Marshall
aid will save the situation for a while.

And a third cloud is, of course, the stagnation of the
capital market, whose revival in 1950 or 1951 at latest is
indispensable to political, financial and economic stability,
unless it be supposed that the American private investor
will step in when his Government steps out. Reconstruc-
tion, not to mention re-equipment, implies vast continuous
demands for capital over many years. The Frenchman has,
perhaps, ceased to increase his hoards of gold and dollars,
has even begun to liquidate a fraction. But unless con-
fidence returns to the currency in such measure as to produce
de-hoarding on a large scale trouble lies ahead. That is
one of the reasons why M. Queuille and all honest Frenchmen
know so well that prices cannot be allowed to start rising
again and therefore all but the most moderate wage readjust-
ments must be opposed. A renewal of inflation would
likely spell disaster for the democratic methods which
M. Queuille has proved capable of halting inflation. It
would likely bring in some sort of experiment in autocracy,
Communist or other. And the Premier once again displays
his common sense when he says that in France opinion is
so varied that no single party can assume charge of its
government under a democratic régime, and that in conse-
quence continuance of coalition government is the only
hope of salvation. ‘ Frenchmen,” as he puts it, “ by a
spirit of comprehension and tolerance must create the
atmosphere of concord and peace without which no col-
lective life is possible.” In these wordsis there not, perhaps,
a ring of something more than common sense ? Is it the
ring of statesmanship ?
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DISPUTE OVER WAGE RISES BRINGS
~ CRISIS TO A HEAD

FROM OUR C
Paris, OCTOBER 5.

come to the boil. M. Henri Queuille,
the Prime Minister, handed in his
resignation to the President of the
Republic, M. Vincent Auriol, at Ram-
bouillet late this afternocon. In a
statement to journalists as he left the
chateau M. Queuille said that M.
Auriol would not finally decide
whether to accept his resignation
until midday to-morrow.

The President, said M. Queuille,
had raised certain objections to his
resignation, to which he had replied
with all the persuasiveness at his
command. He added that the National
Assembly would probably meet on
Saturday, but said he did not consider
‘himself competent to come before it
still as Prime Minister on account
of the fundamental rift within his
Cabinet.

M. Queuille announced his resignation
after a short meeting of Ministers this
morning. His decision was not;J
unexpected after M. Daniel Mayer,, the
Minister of Labour, had finally refused,
in a strongly worded letter, to associate
himself with M. Queuille’s and M.
Petsche’s provisional settlement of the
problems of wages and prices.. The
terms of M. Mayer’s letter left no doubts
in M. Queuille’s eyes as to the inevita-
bility of a clean break between the
Socialists and himself. !
- The Prim Minister

Prime
scheduled to. make a broadcast state-
ment this evening and it was probably
in connection with the terms of this
that M. Mayer finally disassociated him-
self from his chief, for it was not
%}Iigogeéler clear whether the Prime

inis

r would commit himself to the

had' been .

ESPONDENT

-workers. 5 "
SOCIALISTS’ DECISION

When it became certain that M.
Queuille’s policy envisaged a rise only
for under-employed workers occupied
for less 'ghan 32 hours a week, M. Mayer
could no longer support the general
principle of “stabilisation contained in
last Saturday’s Cabinet communiqué.

Now the pressing political question is |

whether the Socialist party, which
numbers 100 deputies or about cne-
sixth of the House, will find itself- able
to participate in a new *“mixed”
‘Government. .
. Participation can presumably only bée
in return for certain minimum wage
concessions. If, hcwever, as is more
probable, the stabilisation policy of M.
Petsche and the Radicals wins the day
and the Socialist pclicy is defeated
in the Assembly, the Parliamentary
problem will be fo collect a working
majority for a new Prime Minister with
the Socialists out of the Gevernment.
If‘ no stable majority can be found
a dissolution, for which two votes of
mno confidence” against suaqcessive
Governments in the Assembly are con-
stitutionally = required, must .surely
follow. To what extent a given party
will thwart the construction of a fresh
coalition will naturally depend on its
own estimation of its present electoral
strength.

GAINING PRESTIGE

The Mouvement Républicain Ropulaire
previously stated that it would enter no
Government of which the Socialists
were not members. The party’s attitude,
however, d s crisis has not been,
such as st that a Socialist with-

| raising of abnormally low wages, a Socialist

s ] ti W ier,
France’s “cold crisis” has at last| R AT s TN TEGRE

dutomatically carry it along. Rather,
it is believed in many quarters, that a
situation might arise in which the
Socialist party, while remaining outside
the Government, would support a new
coalition of M.R.P., Radicals, gmd Right
parties, except on certain issues, In
which cases it would abstain,

Arithmetically such an arrangement
would not definitely preclude a new
Prime Minister’s gaining a majority
against Communist and Gaullist opposi-
tion ; although the abstention of the
Socialist party in a mass would make
an absolute majority, which the Consti-
tution requires in certain circumstances,
impossible.

}&) withdrawal would probably benefit
the Socialists electorally. The general
election of 1951 is still far 'ahead ; never-
theless the Socialist deputies have much
uphill work before them in order to
restore their wilting presthgev as a
working-class party. A *“correct
attitude towards the problem of wages
would undoubtedly regain them some
of their prestige.

POSSIBLE SUCCESSORS

Against this, the two most successful
Ministers, M. Moch and M.
now in Italy and the United
States respectively, will possibly not be
eager to resign. A Socialist withdrawal

|ig also advocated by those less interested

in Socialist fortunes, on the grounds
that it would be in the national interest
if France had a strengthened non-
Communist - Opposition party after the
next election. ;
It has been the opinion of M. Auriol
that the Government’s fate _should be
decided in the Assembly. Things, how-
ever, seem to have come to such a pass
that the president will be compelled to
call immediately on a successor to M.
Queuille, who will have to be mvesteg
as the new “ president of the gouncﬂ
by the National Assembly when it meets.
People are wondering if that- successor
will perhaps be M. Robert Schuman
(M.R.P.), the present Foreign Minister.
M. René Mayer, Radical, is apothgr
candidate, although M. Queuille is
perhaps unlikely to have a Radical
successor for psychological reasons.
There are no indications so far that
this long and subdued crisis wxll.be.an
occasion for violent popular agitation
or for a general strike. Force ouvriere,
the Sorialist trade union body, has kept

well clear of the political angle. Its
secretary-general said to-day: “Our
organisation is non-political. We are

therefore indifferent to the fall of this
or that Ministry, but we could not
remain indifferent if a cascade of succes-
sive Ministries were to endanger the
regime itself. All we may hope for is
that a new Government will be formed
immediately which can seriously tackle
the wages problem.”

/NO BIG REVOLT

The Communist-controlled C.G.T.,
in a letter to the Christian unions
published ~to-day, characteristically

drawal~from the Government would

remarked that “an equitable solution

wend

len
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“In the M.R.P. the prospect of govern-
ing without the Socialists and the con-
sequent danger of becorging classified
as a Right-wing party has ardhsed
g&uch ‘anxiety. There is a good deal of

¥ : o 2 '_ .t 3 t ‘th b h . f th
Help from M. Queuille socaisis ** "¢ Pehaviour of the

From our own
3 . PaRis, FEBRUARY 6.
M. Bidault to-day continued, his

egotiations with a view to re lacing  “Everyone
= g p enj laugh

the five Sécialist Ministers and the four

‘Secretaries of State whose ri ation
‘has threatened to desz-ay him.ftjon'n 7
Government. & .

M. Queuille has now definif eed
to occQ? ' ”ﬂ!@“lﬂﬂﬁs om %r |
(Radical), ;Amxegﬁyf'ng..m._ t had

O

: '8 [
Ministry, but the Socialists (who must
still be considered as the»f fo ‘

ority Cabinet)
‘o’%?em on mevm the sus-
?idovgl?iih’ "ca'lds"nm o gumm::. ‘
tirévxia. There is s "mﬁm’asﬂm ‘

the conditions which the Radical party

‘system of Proportional Represen
The Socialist

party is certainl

‘to consider alternative electoral sys-

Meanwhile, General de Gaulle, who~

reasily lead to substantial disagreement
between different sections of - the
majority.

MRP. ANXIETY

originally thought of putting a member the
%ﬂympﬂwdmm’ ‘

essential of the Government’s rather

M. Teitgen »(Minister of State in the
present Government) is reportéd to

- have made the following comment while

addressing a private meeting of women
of his own party :
stan

g at those who carry the
responsib ‘ Ot 4 For some
&i:ian_t the  tem ﬂottg to wash theitr
ontiu: i rea

he Socialists’have succumbed -m.”g
These words have been denied since
they were pul . but they have been
given si currency to illustrate
a re in which the discussions

' Duin (Radical) has expressed his
. at the Soc . C rture with

ore u but as urged that
‘stand together at

"~ The Socialists are evidently distressed

by these comments. They declare that
it is natural for them to ave left the
vernment over the question of the

may have made before agreeing that M. working man’s purchasing power, an

e should y Mshiﬂnmry \add that t & will demonstrate by their
It is probable that they have insisted _ attitude in the Assembly that they are
upon the question of el 1 reform fully aware of the need for Republicans
being at least discussed by the to stand shoulder to shoul The
Assembly. vid e sincerity of the last sentiment need not
" There is considerably less ition be doubted, many observers feel
.than there was in the M.R.P. to the that without the ties of common
abandonment ‘of the present ous  responsibility in the Government it will

has been speaking in the north, has
declared that he is ready to discuss
with those in authority the necessary
measures for new elections. He is to
address a mass meeting in the Vélo-
drome d’'Hiver in Paris (the largest
auditorium in the country) next Satur-
day and his committee announces thas

slemity Iy i of Sne” bl
solemn w 0f the national and
intematt%nal situation. ; g

at the roadside:
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™. QUEUILLE ON

L A

PLEA FOR INTERNAL

CIVIL SERVICE CLAIMS
“From Our Own Correspondent |
> 11 o PARIS, JONE 30

Wheh M. Queuille mounted the dais in
the:National- Assembly amid applause this
aﬁptnoog ,to read his statement of policy
fon the opening.of the debate for his elec=
tion .as’ Primeii Minister' he said that the
intgrnatiopgl’situaltébﬁ, after a long period
of, tension, had ,suddenly;grown worse.
The aggression” agaimst: South’ Korea
had provoked feelings of reprébation of
which the Seécurity Council’had been the
mouthpiece in the name?df the"gnited
Nations.” There was fresh applatise whn
he continued ::*“This war gives the measure|.
of the sincerity of the'peace campaigis of
which the friends ofithe a ‘essors are the
faithful propagandists.” Applause broke
out again when he said,that the principle
of collective security was being applied for|-
the first time; and that all the:democracies
would combine to ensure the triumiph of
the forces of peace over those of war.

France, he went' on, must take heed of the
warning which ¢came to her from other end
of the world.. He circumstances and her
history involved taslé ‘which could be fulfilled
only by the widest! possible unity at" home.

This would also give maximiim strength to M. |
Schuman’s happy initiative by which ‘the: ré-|
quirements of ‘ national interests an%f‘the‘
| construction of a wunited Europe céuld be
 reconciled.  He added, amid further applause,
that he 'hoped  that Britain® would i not be
absent, ‘M. Queuille, though apparently fully:
endorsing the:Schuman: proposals, introduced
areference to prudence in economic negotia~
tons  which -suggested a more cautious
approach than that of the preceding-(}overn-‘
ment.

| implies rejection o;

BEC

v
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CIVIL SERVICE CLAIMS

He then passed to the specific internal
problem which had led to the defeat of M.
Bidault, to whom he paid tribute. He
acknowledged France’s remarkable economic
recovery since the war, and held out a hand to
the Socialists by mentioning the Government's
responsibilities towards the ‘Civil servants and
ex-service mien, but he balanced it by defining
the attitude he would adopt if their claims,
however: justifiable, were to Ithreaten: the
stability of the currency. < * L will uphold the
balance of the budget;” he said. ¢ budget/
must not be upset ‘by subsequent votes on|
ways and,means. [ !
. He expected these aims-to be reconciled,-by
a_little boldness in economic policy and great
vigour -in the -control -of spending—a clear
allusion to the evidence of waste of public
funds set out in the latest report of the Court
;zf» Accounts. He. proposed to provide for
urther economic expansion by a careful easing
of the, Government’s. t policy, adding:
“It would be,-absurd .if no . positive solution
a threatening
of which was

were found,dn the , face  of,
[economic] erisis, the artificia :

oved by-the vast requirements for recon=
truction, housing, and .industrial:-and agri-
cultural equipment.” The aim of this po My
must be to ex;gure full employment ; and M.

ueuille added a promise to speed up the
8 k of the committee whi;;’ﬁl is ddtérmr;ning,
;p mini_lp‘um livgn wage, _ I3

APPLAUSE WITHHELD
TZ; Mouyement Jépubl{cain Populaire
ioin with“the ‘Cotnmunists’ in* withholding|
pplause when he. $poke of electoral reform.
If, he said, no general agreement had been
reached by the:Assembly on a.new electoral
law,-he would" table a Bill in ©October which
wéld allow Frenchien to ** expresi’ them-|
selves clearly for the Republic, against personall
rule, and against so-cafled popular demo-
¢racy.” The ambiguity, of these terms; fpro-
voked general laughter; but glectoral reform
the present system of pro-

portional representation, dear to the M.R.P.
and the Communists, M, Queuille: said  that
the constitution alsgbi needed am%ilng,

especially in regard to ocedure for finding
a new Government a ‘ecting co ses
between the Assembly and the Counéil of the
Republic.

When' M. Queuille fiished hi$ “statement
applause was noticeably cooler. among the
M.R.P. than among the other parties. The
Communists, as ever, formed. an irrecancilil:isi

opposition. : At

s e
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@euillg Tries Again
: There now 'seems a very good chance that France will
not after all be condemned to face the: perils of these days
with. no helmsman for ithe ship of state. . The fall 'of the
Erench; Government last Saturday—in the midst of two vital
conferences, on the Schuman plan and on‘the federal struc-
ture. of IndoChina—was inconvenient enongh: It bordered
on. the disastrous when; on-Sunday, the news:of the invasion
of South Korea burst over Eurepe. The smallness of the
issues which brought about the disintegration, of M. Bidanlt’s
support in the assembly only underlined the degree to which
parliamentary life had become out of touch with, the magni-
tude of contemporary events.

The principal cause of M. Bidault’s failure to secure a
majority on his vote of confidence was. thé refusal of the
Secialists—who, though out of the government, form a solid
bloc of the govermment’s voting strength—-to ‘support’ him
further. . They -had -urged higher salaries for civil servants
and both M. Bidault and M. Petsche refused to increase the

“budgetary deficit in order:to satisfy them. But the actual
members of the coalition  government also  had their
grievances. = The Radicals and the MRP were at logger-
heads over, the - issue ‘of electoral reform, the MRP -uphold-
ing, the Radicals attacking, proportional representation. The
question -of state subsidies to church schools was another
point of conflict. M. Bidault himself no longer commanded
much strong personal loyalty. . All in:all, the: coalition must
be said not so. much to have fallen as simply to have come
apart.

Fortunately for France, the Korean crisis has Had a stiffen-

ing effect. M. Queuille has been accepted as prime minister
and the Socialists, the chief executioners of third force
cabinets; are reported to be ready to rejoin the coalition they
left in February. @ The issue of civil service wages will
probably be the subject of 4 compromise agreement. Elec-
toral reform is to be shelved. France seems sure of a govern-
ment at least -until: after the bhelidays. 'And, in a country

where only the, provisional survives, M. Queunille’s staving §'

power combined with the uncertainty of his tenure of office
offer-some: hopes of stability. I

,'/ v’,f)
1
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Henri Queu:]le
der Nation '
| Programmatische Erklilmng
Tel. unseres Korrespondenten
: R.C. Paris, 30.Jumi

Die Debatte in der Nationalversammlung,
die der Investitur Henri Queuilles vorausging,
hat p.nter der Zersplitterung gelitten, da sich
eine ganze Reihe von unbedeutenden und wenig
reprasentativen Rednern vordréingte und die
Tribiine stundenlang besetzt hielt, bevor die
Vertreter der grofien Parteien zu Wort kamen.
So verschold z. B. ein Aullenseiter wie der ultra-
nationalistische General Aumeran seine -ganze
Munition gegen den Schuman-Plan, »eine Ge-
fahr fiir Frankreich, weil es von seinem treuen

g

h
Vertiindgten England getrennt b e ines . hm, die Voraussetzungen fiir die Errichtung

seinem Feind Deutschland in die Arme wirft“.
enghar ein schwarzer Abgeordneter von Se-
, der die Zwergfraktion der iiberseeischen
Unq hangxgen fithrt, ritt auf dem indonesi-
schen Problem herum und verweilte bei der
Notivendigkeit von Reformen in Tunesien. Re-
signiert und etwas gelangweilt horte sich die
Natibnalversammlung diese Ausfiihrungen und
die gleichfalls wenig belangreichen Exkurse
anderer Redner an. Die Gewilheit, daB
Queuille mit groRer Mehrheit die Investxtur als
Ministerpréisident erlangen werde, so daf er
das Wmhenende der Zusammensetzung seiner
Ministerliste widmen kann, nahm der Sitzung
jegliche Spannung.

Klar und einfach fiel die programmatische
Erkldrung Queuilles aus, die nur 12 Minuten
dauerte und etwas darunter litt, daB der kiinf-
tige Ministerprésident seine Siitze mit zu leiser
Stimme vom Manusknpt ablas. Er bekannte
sich zur Solidaritit mit den demokratischen

Machten, die im Rahmen der Vereinigten Na-

tionen den gegen Siidkorea gerichteten An-
griffsakt zuriickweisen und auf diese Weise
,,den Friedenskraften das Ue%e:g&mch& liber

- | keinen Zweifel bestehen l4Bt, daf es bei
isi- | geplanten

| chung des kommunistischen Einflu
_Parlament geht, verzichtete die uBerst
| auf jegliche Demonstration.

land n;cht e

~ Nationalversammlung hat sich mit 363 gee

StaI'xlkonsorf:immi7 bleiben werde.

Das innenpolitische Programm Queuilles
fordert die Verteidigung der franzisischen
Wahrung durch die Sicherung einer gesunden
Finanzpolitik. Er bewegt sich in den Ful-
stapfen Bidaults, wenn er erklirt, den Forde-
rungen der Bamten und der ehemahgen Front-
kampfer, die nach einer Erhohung der Pen-
sionen rufen, kénne er nur soweit entgegen-
kommen, als das Budget nicht aus dem Gleich-
gewicht geworfen werde. Wenn Queuille sich
zu einer Kreditausweitung innerhalb méBiger
Grenzen bereit erklirt, so gibt er einer Stim-
mung nach, die bei den Mehrheitsparteien so
gut wie iiberall die Oberhand gewonnen hat.

Mit seinem Bekenntnis zum Gedanken
einer Wahireform gab der Redner dem Haupt-
anliegen der Radikalen Partei Ausdruck. Auf
die Erorterung von Einzelheiten lieB er sich
nicht ein; er wies aber auf die Notwendigkeit

»einer zusammenhingenden Mehrheit zu
schaffen. Damit wird angedeutet daB das Ziel
der Reform wenn nicht eine Beseitigung, so
doch eine Zuriickdringung des Proporz-
systems sein wird. Die neue Regierung wird
abwarten, ob die Initiative aus der Mitte der
Nationalversammlung- kommt. Bleibt es auf
diesem Gebiet bis zum Oktober still, so wird
die Regierung selber mit einem Gesetzes-
entwurf hervortreten. Queuille erntete eine
Beifallskundgebung in der Mitte und bei der
gemidligten Rechten, als er gleichzeitig vom
Gaullismus und von den Kommunisten ab-
riickte und der Wahlreform das Ziel setzte,
»die Republik gegen persénliche Machtgeliiste
und gegen die sogenannte Volksdemokratie zu
schiitzen .

Eine fiir die Beurteilung der kommunisti-
schen Taktik nicht ganz belanglose Einzelheit:
Die Kommunisten verhielten sich m#uschen-
still, als Queuille dem Eingreifen der west-
lichen Welt in den Korea-Konflikt die Unter-
stiitzung Frankreichs zusagte. Duclos und
Thorez blieben regungslos und mit geschlos-
senen Augen sitzen und ihre gehorsamen
Heerscharen befolgten das Beispiel. Auch am
SchluB der programmatischen Erklirung, die

Wahlreform auch um mm vi-

Die Abstimmung
Paris, 1. Juli. ag (AFP) Die fmnzom;zi

wenden
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M. Queullle’s Team

M. QUEUILLE, the new French Prime
Minister, -announced ;last night that
he had sucéeeded in forming a Cabinet.
The political crisis in France, which began
a week ago with the' defeat of M.
“BIDAULT’s Government on a vote of con-
fidence in thetNational Assembly, has thus
been solved “\yith weélcome’dispatch. The
last crisis, in-October, 1949, lasted four
weeks and almost brought the régime itself
into question. This one. also cseemed
likely to be ‘prolonged owing to the
refusal of the Socialist Party, an essential
component of the  third force ! parlia-
mentary ‘majority, to’share the responsi-
bilities of office,

In thei event: the Korean aggression
shocked the parties info a more coopera-
tive' mood, although M. QUEUILLE was
still_unable to enlist the Socialists in his
Ministry. He has had to broaden the basis
of the Government towards the right.
M. REYNAUD, who with his Radical fol-
lowers was more often in opposition than
\otherwise to the'previous Government,
‘comes in a$ Mmlster for the Assomated
States, More surprisingly, M. QUEUILLE
‘has drawn upon the Gaullists for the
'Minister who is to: be in:charge of the
Civil Service 4nd of administrative reform. |
With the votes gaiged on' the right, M.

UILLE is not dependent on the general'
Socialist; support which, as' M. BIDAULT'
discovered last'week, can be¢ precarious.

M. QUEUILLE: headed the longest hved!
of ‘all the Governments of the Fourth!
Republic. That_was the Radical-M.R.P.-|
Socialist coalition that came to office in
September, 1948} and Temained there for|
thirteen months,~ Under its administra-l
tion France made great strides to econo-
mic and political stability. ™. QUEUILLE
returns to office on a programme that, in
the controversial field of economic and

bour questions, is'a statement ‘of princi-

les to'which all the‘coalition and even the
$001ahsts can readily subscribe.” Unfor-
tunately it is on their application in detail
that the cooperation: between the parties
breaks down so frequently. 'New elections
might provide a majority capable of pur-
suing a’ coherent policy without the
repeated crises that so-much damage the
prestige of the.Republic at,home, and
abroad. But it is not certain. In,any
case; the '“parties are still divided
over the electoral’law. ‘M. QUEUILLE, a
i(adlcal wishes to introduce a new elec-
ral law more to the liking of the smaller
parties, but he cannot do so immediately
without!: forfeiting the support ©of the
M.R.P., who prefer the present system.|
He has given notice that, unless general
agreementjs reached m\the meantime, he
will introduce legislation.in October. Yet,
in spite of‘all his remarkable talent for
conciliation, he may find his present team
a difficult one to hold together. 3

(b
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FEW CHANGES

‘M. QUEUILLE’S GAINS
. FROM RIGHT™™
From Our Own Correspondent-

PARIS, JuLy 2
M. . Henri - Queuille presented his
Government to President Auriol to-day.
''The new Ministers are drawn from the
various parties of the majority with, ag
well,‘ the Gaullists. ~ The  Socialists
decided not to take part, but M. Queunille
can now:afford to dispense with their
support- bécause' 6f the additional votes
he has gained on the Right. ~ y
The new Gaullist Minister is M. Paul
Giacobbi, who will be in charge of the Civil
Service and administrative reform. Otherwise,
the Government is substantially the same as
M. Bidault’s. The former Prime Minister
becomes Vice-Premier and M. Queuille retains
the Ministry of the Interior—like Clemenceau,
as he pointed out. One of the more interesting
appointments is that of M. Paul Reynaud to
the newly created Ministry for the Associated
States of Indo-China ; he will be responsil
for relations with Viet' Nam, Cambodia, and
Laos. The creation of a new istry i
always a testing assignment in Frenc litics,
and it was felt that only a man' of
Reynaud’s experience could undertake it.
The Mouvement Républicain Populaire ‘is
strongly represented. M. Schuman returns to
the Quai d’Orsay, where he will continue to
supervise work on the coal and steel pool. In|
spite of M. Bidault’s strong claim to this post;
M. Queuille felt that a change of horses in|
mid-stream might shake the confidence of the
delegates at the six-Power conference. The
Ministry of Finance remains in the hands o
M. Petsche, a guarantee ‘that the principle
budgetary,equi ibrium“will be upheld. _~

INTERNATIONAL ‘TENSION

| showed deep resentment in Friday’s debate at

208, mainly Communist and Gaullist, marks

| The. political crisis, which lasted a week, is

therefore over, but the impression -of .somej..
observers is that the debate on Friday, in

which M. Queuille obtained 363 votes against

the beginning rather than the end of his trials.
The intema{tional tension undoubtedly helped
the new Prime Minister over the first hurdle,
but there are already indications that the poli-
tical truce for which he has appealed again is
almost at an end.

It is difficult to see the Socialists voting for
a Government 'in which the Gaullists are
represented. Some members of the left wing
of the M.R.P. may ‘also demand policies in
social: matters which' are little removed from
those of the Socialists themselves. The M.R.P.
through their spokesman, M. de Menthon,
the fall of the Bidault Government and seem
prepared to sell théir support dearly. Le Monde
has referred to these ‘party bickerings as
¢ electoral blackmail,” ‘and there is a' strong
tendency on the part of deputies to manoeuvre
for the best possible position before they go
to the country.

The reaction of the public, however, has
been ‘infavourable to the point of ‘contempt,
and it might well prove that the deputies had
made a gross miscalculation. In any case, M.

uenille will need”all the determination of a

lemenceatl to impress on his supporters the
continued need f}x?r a political truce.

' THE CABINET

. . I

Paris, Julyw 2—The full -Cabinet is as

follows: — i
PRIME MINISTER ~AND - MINISTER OF

INTERIOR.—M. Queunille (Radical). Y

VICE-PREMIER. + M Georges' Bidault
(M.R.P). gy

FOREIGN" AFFAIRS.—M." Robert Schuman
(M.R.P)V Z

NATIONAL = DEFENCE:+—M. -René Pleven

(Near Radical). ¢ ) :
FinaNcE.—M. Maurice Peétsche (Indepens

! 1% r ) ‘
SURY ,AND ByupGeTr.—~M. Edgar Faure

®
=

EIRT f V !
sTICE.—M. René Mayer (Radieal).
ABOUR,—M. Paul Bacon (M.R.P.).
EDUCATION.—M. André Morice (Radical).
AGRICULTURE.—~M. Pierre Pflimlin (M:R.P.).
RECONSTRUCTION.—M. Claudius Petit (near-
Radical).

PusLic
(M.R.P)).

Post OFFICE.—M. Charles Brune (Radical).

VETERANS.—M. Louis Jacquinot (Inde-
pendent). -

PuBLIC Wonxs.——MT Maurice Bourges-
Maunoury (Radical). -

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY.—M. Jean-Marie/
Louvel (M.R.P.).

OVERSEA -~ TERRIFORIES.—M. Paul Coste
Floret (M.R.P.).

INFORMATION. — M.
(M.RP).

MINISTER FOR ASSOCIATED STATES AND FAR
EAsT.—M. Paul Reypaud (Ind.).

{MINISTER OF STATE FOR CIVIL SERVANTS.—|

HEALTH.——M. Pierre Schneiter

Jean Letourneau

M. Paul Giacobbi (Radical).
MERCHANT NAVY.—M., Lionel de Tinguy
Pouet (M.R.P‘).—Reyter.

‘,//’”(‘ 2
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®andarzt der Welt

Der ehemalige Ministerprdsident Henri
Queuille beendete durch seine Kabi-
nettsbildung die jlingste franzdsische
Regierungskrise. :

(Interpress) -~ Zwei Arzte haben vor Henri Jueuille, dem Rosen
ziichtenden Landdoktor ang Neuvic d'Ussel, in der Politik Frank-
reichs eine hervorragende Rolle gespielt: Marat, der blutdiirsti-
ge Demagoge der Revolutionszeit, den eine Frau im Bade erstach,
und der "Tiger" Clemenceau, So scharf profiliert wie die Kopfe
dieser Berufskollegen ist das Bauerngesicht des sté@mmigen Pro-
vinzlers allerdings nicht. Im Gegenteil. Cueuille besitzt weder
Pathos noch rednerische Brillanz noch voranstiirmendes Temperament.
Als er vor zwei Jahren zum erstenmal das Hotel de Matignon in der
Rue Varennes 57 bezog, die Amtswohnung franzisischer Regierings-
chefs, glossierte man ihn auf den Boulevards als einen aus der
"Anonymit&t des Durchschnitts" hervorgestiesenen Mann, Inzwischen
hat der 66jdhrige gemédssigte Radikalsozialiut bewiesen, dass er
wohl ein Element der Mitte und Vermittlung, nie aber der Mittel-
méssigkeit ist, Er wurde nicht zum Prellbock zwischen den Extre-
men, sondern die Dritte ¥raft des Ausgleichs, nicht die Personie
fizierung eines geweissagten kurzlebigen Kompromigses, sondern
liber Krisen und Krislein hinweg der langlebigste franzdsische
Reglerungschef nach 1945, Auch heute, an der Spitze der in der
Nachkriegsrepublik bisher stédrksten Rechtskoalition, diirfte sei-
ne Stellung im konservativen Zentrum der Parteien Charakter und
Dauer seines neuen Kabinetts bestimmen.

Am Quai d'Orsay zBhlte man den Parlamentsroutinier jahrzehnte-
lang zur zweiten Garnitur, In wohl zwei Dutzend Zwischenkriegs-
regierungen hatte er lMinistersessel innegehabt, mit seiner pro-
vinziellen Note ein wiirdiger Vertreter der biirgerlichen Kleinstadt-
aristokratie, die ihn heute stitzt. Die Fachsprache aus seiner
ldndlichen Arztpraxis, die er schon in jungen Jahren mit dem Biir-
germeisteramt seiner Heimatstadt, also mit der Politil, vertausch-
te, hat er seitdem nicht vergessen, Er stellt auch seine staats-

minnischen Diagnosen medizinisch, ein schnurrbirtiger Stasts-
doktor mit silbermeliertem, dilunen Haar, ;liicklich verheiratet
mit einer charmanten Sudfranzisin, die sich seit Jahren vergob-
lich bemitht, dem unter Adthma leidenden Gatten das Rauchen abrule
gewdhnen, Ein Sohn ist am Konsulat in Teheran, die Tochter Frau
eines berithmten Pariger Anwalts, ‘enn es Grossvater Henri die
Zeit erlaubt, bastelt ex fiir dic Schar lirmender Enkelkinder
Splelsnoug - oder exverimentiert mit Wiinscheirute und Pendel, unm

‘gwﬂ{bQﬂt\



verborgene Schitze und Krankheitsherde festzustellen, fient zu-
letzt solche menschlichen Schwichen haben den alten iHerra sei-
pen Londsleuten liber das Upliche hinaus syupathisch geracat. :ir
ist eine der angesehensten Persdnlichkeiten der Vierten lepubliik,
nicht nur der berihmteste Londerzt der Welt, sondern einer dexd
‘bewthritesten Hauvedrzte Mariaunes, dessen Rezepte den Franzosen
bekBmmlichexr erscheinen als die 6perationsmesser in den Hinden
irnerpolitischer Chirurgen links und rechtis.

Interpress (Hamburg) a0 Ty - 4.7.1950

Queuille, Henri, franzdsischer Staatswmenn, - Geb. 31.3.1884
in Neuvic a'Ussel, lep, Corrdze, Nach dem Studium der Medi-
zin in Peris Promotion zum Dr. med., Praxis in FNeuvio d'Ussel,
Corrdze, wo er zum Blirgermeicter gewshlt wurde. 1914-37 fir
das Department Corréze uls radikalsoziclistischer Abgeordne-
tor in der Deputiertenkarwer, wiahrend des ersten Weltkriegs
Leutaant in einer Sanittsabteilung., Unterstaatssekretdr fir
Lendwirtschaft in den kabinetten Millevand (18. Januar-23.
Sept:mber 1920) und Leygues(24.September 1920-12. Januar 1921).
1921-40 Prisident des Generalrates im Department Corréze.
1925.27 Landwirtschafteminisier., 4. Juni--l4, Dezenber 1572
Minigter fiir Post, Telegraphie und Fernspreohwesen im Xabi-
nett Horriot. Anschliessend landwirtschaftsminister in den
Kabinetten Paul-Boncour §19. Dezember 193%2-28,Januar 1937)

im 1. Kabinett Daladier (31.Januar-24,0.tober 19%3), Sarraut
(28,0xtober~-24,November 1933), im 2, Eabinctt Chautemps (27.
Noveiiber 193%3-27.Januar 1934), im 2. Eabinett Daladier (%0,

- Januer=7,Februar 19%4) und Doumergue (10,Februar=-8.Novembey
1934), Im folgzenden Kabinett Flandin (10, November 1934-1.
Jual 1935) Minister fiir Offentliche Gesundheit. Seit 22, Ju-
n:. 1937 Minister filir Offentliche Arbeiten im 3, und 4, ¥adbi-
nett Chautemps (Rilcktritt 10, Mirz 1938), Minister fir Dend..
wirtschaft im Kabineit Daladier (10.April 1938-20,M&rz 1540),
An 21, Mdrz 1940 zum Versorgungsminister im Kabinett Reynaud
ernannt (21,.Mirz-17,Juni 1940). Sciiloss sich nach dem Waffen-
stillstend 1940 der Widerstandsbewegung an; drei Jahre von
der Festapo gzsucht. FPlichtete April 194% nach London, wo
er sich de CGaulle zur Verfiiguns stellte, Averkennung der fran-
z68ischen Staatsbiirgerschaft durch die Vichy-Reglerung. Ent-
warf September 1943 einen Plan fiir die Verwaltung befreitcr
francdsischer Gehiete, Vizepridsident der am 23. Uktober 1943
in Algier gebildeten provisorischen "Beratenden Versammlung"
(Assemblée Consultative). 9, November 1943 als Sta:itskommis-
gar in das rranzdoinche sonitee flir die nationale 3Befreiung
berufen, Seit 1946 Mitﬁlied der franzosischen Nationalver-
sam.lung (Radikalsozialisten). Vorsitzender der Parlaments-
gruppe "Vereinigung der Linksrepublikaner". Stellvertreten-
der Vorsitzender der#iadikalsczialistischen Partei. Staats--

minister im Kabinett Marie 26, Juli-5.September 1948, Mini-
ster fur offentliche Arbeiten im Kabinett Schuman 5.-T7,Sep=-
tember 1948, HMinisterprdsident 10, September 1548-5, Oktover
1949, zugleich Finenzainister bis 12, Januar 1949, Stellver.
tretender Ministerpridsident unc Staatsminister im Kabinett
Bidault 28,0ktober 1949-24.Juni 1950, seit 7. Februar 195C
auch Innenminister., Ministerpridsident und Innenminister seit
1.Juli 1950, = Verh, mit FPrau Marguerite, geb. Gratadour;
ein im franzds, diplomatischen Dienst tétiger Sohn, eine
Toohter, die mit einem Pariser Anwalt verheiratet ist, -
Verdffentlichungen: Le Drame agricole, 1932, - Anschrift:
Hotel de Matignon, 57 Rue Varennes, Paris.

Interpress (Hamburg) _ 4.7.19?3"’//)
/’p_a"’ i ; -
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considerations come to bear, in a

The fall of erfn- bewilderingly complicated way. The
ment after the est of brief lives || obvious sélutmn—-electxvops—-x_s‘m the
confirms that the triangle of forees in | |nature of a patent medicine. Tt
‘the . French Assembly is quickly || Would have some good effects’ but—
becoming a square. What is emerg- | |Other things being equal—would be
ing is a situation where Gaullists||far from a cure. The Right-wing
and Communists are no longer || Parties in I?ran(’:e, from the Gauilists
outnumbered by a centre majority of || to the Radicals, think, however, that
Republican Third Force parties. For||it would be a cure if there were
‘the Third Force has now given birth electoral reform. Needless 'to say,
to an opposition within itself that it || they would stand to gain by it. The
can neither control nor ignore. What | | Communists and, more important, the
brought M. Queuille down was the || Popular Republicans, who would
refusal of the Socialists and the Left- |Stand to lose disastrously by the
wx'rig Popular Republicans, represent- | favourite method suggested, do not
ing non-Communist trade union |think it would be a cure at all. The
‘opinibn», to accept a Government more | effect of elections under the proposed

/ S O&Ch Of. & Maiority | This is where technical and party

lto an end without playing into the |demands, and everyone in general

system would, in short, be to give the
- : till than its predecessor,| | Right as a whole a substantial
:;éth:o:g{ﬁ:nd economic policy of| | majority in the Assembly. Some
which has already caused some dis- | .Leftfwmgers even, tired of pmxc_x.p.at-
sobiiluition Th the Malcen Bvs of ing in Govefnments they do not l.xke
M. Queuille’s first Cabinet agreement| in order to « preserve t_hg epublic,”
w;is obtained by the pretence that| would not object to this. Unfortun-
disagreement did not exist. With| ately there is no guarantee that the
clections near and the Left wing’s| Gaullists would be prepared to join
views less and less taken into account | any Parliamentary coalition what-
Hhiia Ghe Jle solution and the “immo- ever. They esterdas_; rejec_ted/ M.
pilism” that went with it are no| Queuille in spite of his appointment
longer possible. But without at least| of several Ministers close to their
}tamci’t-: greement between the ex-Third | Point of view. And there again a
Fdroé‘m "bagpni?ﬁmes' no Government can| Majority would not necessanl,y

ive in the Assembly. Thus,| émerge. Meanwhile, _in  to-day’s
mh efforts  to reunite the| Assembly the problem is to make the
b liberal” Right and trade union ?opular Repulzlicans, a vital partner
Left will probably continue during|in any coalition, agree to accept
the crisis, the question which will | feform. They may finally do so.
now have to be faced is how the| But with themselves divided, the
Third Force coalition can be brought | Socialists adamant in their social

hands of the “enemiés of the|OPPosed to everyone else the Govern-

, el ment of “National Union ” that ends
Republic.” " the crisis cannot, barring miracles,
hope for much more than to dissolve
itself gracefully over a period, and

with it the present Parliament, /'

B. Juli 1950
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The hope that the pressure of the international situation

would give France a government ia record-time has unhappily
not'ibeen’ fulfilled. : The Assembly, it is true, 'accepted M.

Quenille within @ week of M: Bidault’s departure. ‘But, when -

the new / Prime' - Mintister ' presented - his cabinet’ ‘to" the

Assembly, he was deféated by a resounding "334 votes- to' 221

and immediately resigned what had been~an ungrateful task,

unwillingly but patriotically undertaken; -

The reason for M. Queuille’s defeat was” his failure ‘to
persaade’ the! Socialists to oM™ e coalition, and his conse-
quent attempt to secure the support of ‘other groups in the
Assembly ‘by. cautiously 'extending " his scabinet ‘towards ' the
right.." He calléd in M. Paul Reynaud 'to ‘take charge of a new
Ministry, set up-todeal with' French' responsibilities in ‘the
Far East;and gave the portfolio of Public Admifiistration'to
M. Paul-Giacobbi, a Radical 'with: Gaullist affiliations. “The
choice of ‘ministers -was, pethaps; rathér curious!’ The two
issues-which chiefly divide:and disturb the Socialists are’ the
war inIndo China and the questionof Civil Setvice conditions
and salaries. To-allot Ministries vitally concerned with both
to members- of: the right wing was bound to upset’' the
Socialists “and 'showed something less than M. Queuille’s
habitual ‘tact. | The Socialists in fact reacted strongly ‘and
voted against M. Queuille en bloc.” They were not; however,

alone- in their disapprobation.’' Theleft wing of the MR P. |

also voted against an arrangement which seemed 16 ‘them 16"

change the orientation of the Third Force from centre to
right of centre.

Since even a tense international situation has not produced

unity, the problems which: brought down M. Bidault’s

government will presumably plague all attempts. to rebuild
the coalition. The Socialists, are committed to supporting
higher pay for the civil servants, the Radicals to keeping the
budgetary deficit within limits. The deadlock on electoral
reform ‘is complete. In theory, the  Socialists, who have
destroyed each cabinet in 1950, should now attempt to form
one themselves, but the -other parties. are .probably . too
exasperated to join them. The most general suggestion is
that- M, . Schuman, with his high; international reputation,

may be prevailed upon to form a team. In any case, a quick .

resolution of the cabinet crisis now seems out of the question,

* * * 1t

R
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