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| E afcadio Hearn: ;Buddh 'a”i"
[!!ad;bmd berboten.] Bon & jellerup.

m in Griedjenland geborener Engldnbder, ber ein 3@-
uet nntb und beﬁen Biidjer in ‘merifa erfdjeinen —
& ift ein hinldnglih modernes Phanomen, um auf
tho[g vechnen ju fonnen. Und e8 Hhat Grfolg gehabt. Der
Mann_mit dem griedjijd)-englijdjen Namen, wozu - ftd) ein
| japanifder — SKoi ghant Pafomu — gefellt Hatte, wiirde von
eint dﬁm jum gtﬁf; en — ober Ioeriigitend feinfinnigften, —
er feiner Beit, bon anderen 3nnt tieffinnigften SBI) ofobhen
ernannt, Unndtig ju bemerfen, dah fcabio Pearn twed
i ter nod) Philojoph war. Aber er war etwas, wad biel
hget ift, wenn e3 gdt in furger 3eit ein o laut und wohl
ﬂtt:geenbeB xeftmwmum bon einer 3e1tgenbffifgen Prefie 3u er-
reidjen: er war ein Feuilletonift aﬂere:ften anges ja, man
) fann jagen, er war ein tbeaIer Feuilletonift.
i _ Jveal aud) in dem Oliid, a8 er mif dem tlg %n
i Sdhdial 3ugete1[ten @tog ‘gatte Denn dies it Gliic
nicht Jufall. Wie jagt do Rierfegaard? ,Fiir den Gdler.
1ft e3 eine freude, ba81emge peveinigt ju jefhen, bas fam;nen
ehprt. SDteS ijt bad Glidliche — nidt in der ebeu n
a%uﬂilh n. Dag Jufdllige !zat nur einen Faftor: ed i

-

omer in der Gejdjichte ded %ro;am then Rtxeges
ten e ﬂc[)en Stoff exhielt, der fich denfen Ilapt
beten 3met €3 n't ein Gliid, bap der be te gf
@to omet uteil urbe. @tet lté%t ndamlic) ber
ebertjo_fehr auf Domer wie auf dem ff. - “Darin {i i» l‘te
tx?fe f%?td:;me ‘Die m feber @et‘botbtmgung mtberr)a t, bie
wir nennen
eutﬂetomft get aber in bDiefem Sinne mehr Gliict

gehab t dhicfal itberwied ihm bad am
metften femlletomfhjcl)e, das I)eti;t das fenjationelljte Thema,
bas gu finden war: Und nod) mehr: wdhrend er
dariiber phantafierte, a3 Thema felber fich noch Hhun-

dertmal {o fenfationell und aftuell. Man iweip, baB 311 allen
uten Bariationen iiber ein Thema ein Friumphmarf ge
gﬂrt. ‘nun, die Armeen Japand in der Mandidhurei befutg en

” therartfd)e anﬂalt Riigen 1. Qoening, Frantfurt a. M.
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Bent Triumphmarfd) ju diefer unendliden, bald jart trdume:
rijden, bald heiter tdndelnden, bald griiblerifd) tieffinnigen
* Japanphantafie, die ung Hearn mit birtuofenbajter Kunit
borjpielt. A8 ein phanomenaler, ja mabr{o einlich Deifpiel-
 Iofer Anempfinder vermittelte er fiix und die: BVetanntjchaft
mit einer ganglic) frembdartigen und in bielen Bejiehungen
- rdtfe en Kultur, auf eine Weife, die fidh feinem anderen
erotifhen Phanomen gegeniiber fo leidht  wiederholen wird.
4 ,,Sn bielen Beyiehungen ritjelhaft” — man denfe jum Bei-
',&pte[ an ‘bie Raffenfrage. ~ Wer niit Gobinéaus Charafteri-
“fiexung Dder mweifen und der gelben Rafie im Kopfe Hearns
e ,Gin Ropferbatmer," (,SKoforo”) [ieft, der wird fich bah
wundern, ir Ddiefem thpifdhen adeligen Japanerjiingling ein
vollfommene8 Jdealbild ded Gobineaufdjen Arierd ju finden,
vie man e3 bergebend Peutjutage in Curopa fudhen wiirde.
Jit nidht niichterner tilitari8mus dad Hauptfenngeidjen, dasd
den Gelben eingebrannt wurde? Und hier Haben wir ein
[)auftf&ghc[) gelbed Bolf, bad die Kirjdbdume fi‘m{t[icf) dajzu
?ii ef, ihre Rraft in Bliiten ftatt in i}rﬁdjten aufgehen 3u
affen, ein Bolf, dad gur Jeit bder fjoldjermapen gejteiger-
ten Kirjdybliite die Gejchdfte ruben Lipt und mit Kind und
Regel hinausdzieht, um im Freien ju fampieren und jo lange
in Sdyonbheit ju leben! Sind unfere !Begrigi bon den mafzen-
eigenfchaften nod) in hohem Grade einer Revifion bediirf
. Over weldje geheimnidvollen Rafjefreuzungen liegen hier vor?
Hearn beantwortet nicht diefe Frage, aber er wedt fie und
piele dhnliche Dixcd) die Jntenfitdt, womit fein . gldnzender,
biegjanter und- jenfitiver ©til und all dad mitfeilt, wasd fein
¢ unpergleicdhlihed Beobadhterauge {o gejehen bhat, wie nur
. einer ?ehen fann, der jugleich fremd und einheimifdy ift. Wie
ﬁt.er-baﬁ leftere war, in weldjem Grade er fid) japanifiert
Batte, geigen.am beften folgende Worte (aud einer 61
ded japanijdjen %ntetieut LBubbha”, Seite 152):°
| ~Bor fiinf Jahren, al8 id) die japanijde Art, Blumen an-
glex:nrbnen, ein roenuif fennen gelernt Hatte, hried id), dap mix
' Anblid der Bulgaritdt oder eigentlidh) Brutalitat, die i
im 2Weften ein ,Bulett” nennen, unertrdglid) fei. Heute will
~id) ingufiigen, dak id), feit id) die japanijchen Wohnrdume
fentne, midh) bon ben abendldndijden, gleidypiel wie er&umig,
fomfortabel ober reich audgeftattet fie fein mbgen, ebenfo ab-
- gejtofen fithle. Mitpte id) jeht jum abendldnbdijdhen Leben
guriidfehren, mir Wwdre zumute, wie Ton dem Reimer, der
nad) fiebent Jahren im Narcdhenland, eine Welt von Haplich-
feit und Kunmmer wieberfieht.”
. Nidht der uninterefjantejte Teil diefer mannigfaden ﬂJtiés
© feilungen aus dem Aufen- und Jnnenleben eined der merf-
wiirdigjten Bidlfer ber Crde ift derjenige, der fid) auf die veli-
gidjen Borjtellungen der Japaner bejieht. Und bad Wert-
_ bollfte hier Ddiirfte wiederu in, wasd vom Buddhidmus
* handelt. Denn die weite Religion — der Shintoidmus —
* wahrt aug in Hearnsd ftimmatngdvollen und juggejtiven Bil-
| dern ihr Recht auf den Ruf, den fie von jeher genofjen, dap
' niemand eigentlid) ijje, worin fie bejtehe. Die merfiviirdig-
jten Aufichlitfie itber den japanijdhen Buddhidmusd aber bringt
Der julett {iberjebte Band: ,Buddha“. — ,Gleanings

from Buddha fields” ijt der englijdje Titel. 3Iu-
geben, -DaB 8 {dywierig fein mag, ihn ]alu%reic{) fogreft und
dibn wiederjugeben — jedenfalld hat die UeberfeBerin ‘die

i

Sadje 3u leid)t gemacht. Bor allem ift der Titel bitegt irre=
leitend. Bon einem Buche, dad den Namen ,Buddha” trigt,
muB jeder erwarten, dap e bom Safyeriohue Gautama, dem
Stifter de8 Bubdbbdhidmus, beridhtet, wdahrend iiber diefe hijto-
rijje Perfon hier nichts g[u finden ift. UAber pon ihm Ionnen

' wir ja ander8wo lefen. Aus der Feder Hearns ift und befjer
+.gedient mit folcien llnterjuchungen twie dev itber budbbiftiiche
HAnfptelungen im japanijchen Bolislied, die fidhy-nicht in einer
-Bibliothet {dhreiben [dpt, fondern nur von einem, der durdh
¢ jabrelangen. BVerfehr mit dem frembden Volfe, dad ihm nidht
. fremd_geblieben ift, bezeugen fann: ,Nod) ift die Sprathe ded
+ Bolfed mit buddhiftijchen Redewendungen dichterijch ausdge-
jdhmiidt. Nody iiberquellen Literatur und Drama von buddhi-

© jtifdhen Auddriidfen, und die Alltagdjtimumen der Strape, die
. Liedcdjen der {pielenden Kinder, der Chor der Wrbeiter bei

© ihren Berridhtungen, felbjt bdie NRufe bder umberaie%enben :

Strafenverfdufer werden mir oft ju Grinnerungen an Heilige
und Bodhifatthad und bden Tert mander Sutrasd”. Nod
‘bedeutjamer. ijt der folgende grofe Aufjah itber dad beriihmtejte
aller Hauptitiide der budbhijtijdhen Lehre, bad Rirbawna, wenn

ig?.

childerung
S o litber verwandte und vermeintlicd) verwandte Anjdhauungen

‘ginéauftdnbye aufloft.

biefe aud mehr Ben Charatter einer gelehrien Hntetfuthung

trdagt, die wefentlid) aug Bitchern {chopfen muf.  Um fo mehr

fithrt ung dasd furioje Stiid ,Katjugoros Wiebergeburt” mitten

in die japanifche Volfstimlichfeit auriid; wahrend Die fleinen
Phantafien ,Staud” und. ,Jm Kreife’ mit dem Aufgebot der
g&m en {djillernden Virtuofitdt Ddiefed -eigenartigen Gtil-
'n-FtIe_tS gar ftimmung8voll priludieven und mnadjpielen:
SManner und JFrauen arbeiten in jenen gelbern. Farbige
Sdyatten, -die fich bewegen; und aud). die :
aud ber fie hervorgegangen und 3 der fie iwieder qtu.cf-
fehren werden, ift ein Schatten. Nur die Krdfte hinter diefem
Sdhatten, die bilden und aufldfen, find wirtlid) — und dbarum
unfichtbar. Gleichwie die Nacht alle leichteren Schatten ver-
{chlingt, wird diefe Phantomerde und jchlieplich verjchlingen
und dann felbjt vergehen, Wber die fleinen Schatten und der
Sdyattenvertilger miiffen ficherlich wieder erfcheinen — ] en
fiél? irgendivp und trgenbwie -rvematerialifieren.” (Staub®)
»Auc) anderen,” fagte bie gbttliche Stimme, ,aud) anderen
war é8 in diefem Buftande gegeben, etwad von ihrer Prd=
erifteny gu jchauven. Aber feiner von ithnen fonnte ed ertragen,
weit 3u jdjauen. Die Krajt, alle fritheren Geburten 3u jehen,
gehdrt nur demen, die fid) bon den ?eﬁeln beg Selbjt fiir
mmmerdar ' geldjt haben. Soldje eriftieren auperhalb Dder
[ufion, auBerhald von Form und Namen, und der Schmer;
ann ihnen nid)td anhaben.” (Jm Kreife”) Diefer Haupt=
teil bed porliegenden Banded (der aud) mehrere Efjans enthalt,
bie mit dem Bubddhidmusd nichtd zu tun Haben) gehdrt mit
ben RKapiteln ,Die Macht ded RKarma“ und ,Die jydee der
‘Bt&eftfteng”in ,Soforo” gujammen, und die gange Reihe
bildbet eine tertvolle S)ar?teﬂung der bubbbifﬁfg}en Wiedet=
%eburtﬁebre, ie fie _igtzt in Japan lebt, dburchfiochten von
ebetrttend tvpniger wertbollen felbftdndigen Raijonnerents
unferer modernen ofjidbentalifhen Wiflenjdhaft. — ,Die un=
vergleidjlidhen Gedanfenreihen, in denen tief und {c[)met 1
faffende Dinge wie aud tiefem Meeredgrund ansd Lich gebra&)t
und aneinanhergetei?t find,” nennt Hugo v. Hofmannsthal

in einer Borrede diefe Kapitel, und er fitgt Hingu: ,Das i;t-

nicht iiberflitffig. Gr iret fidh allerdings. ein, Qafcadio

Philofophie, wenn ich midy ni%t irre.”
Hearnd  vdllig naived Umberidhmwanien 3wifdhen

Die lepte mau;{el it

au {dhaffen, oder itberhaupt nur ju fragen, wann ey fich auf
Dem einen und wann er fich auf dem anbderen Gebiete be-
findet — gewdhnlich ift er mit dem vechten Bein hier, mit
linfen dort — dad fann felbft den bejdjeidenften Anipriicdhen
%egenﬁber nidht al8 Philojophie gelten. BViel ndher fommt

ere @n;mannstf)al der Wahrheit, wenn er diefed Kapitel in
der nadyten Beile ald ,Journalidmusd” bezeidinet. Die aller
dingd ganj eingigartigen Q}Draﬁge diefer fletnen QquL&Be‘ Iteﬂen
in bder Tat alle au? dem Gebiete bed beften und “hodyjten
Journalidmus; fie behandeln eine Jdeenwelt, die unsd fonjt
nur ausd Biicdhern befannt ijt, und geben uns iiber diefelbe joldje
Aufichlitfle, die man nur von einem befommen fann, der fie
augd dem Leben felbjt fennt und von ihr ergriffen ift.

Der Buddhidmus, den twir hier fennen lernen, ift nun
freilic) — wa8 Hearn nicht 3u wifjen jdheint — in wefentlichen
*Buntten bon dem alten verjdhieden, der in jeiner edyten Gefjtalt
noch in Burma und auf Ceylon lebt. Dasd Snteregante ift. nun
aber, ju fehen, mit weldher Bahigteit {ich gerade {olche Clemente
lebendig gehalten hHaben, die nach) unjeren Begriffen u- den
unpopuldriten Schulphilojophemen gehdren miipten. ~ Died
g}t bor allem von Dder Dbeviihmten Anattalehre, die eine

eelenfubftang leugnet, indem fie alled in wedhfelnde Bewufts
- Sein Gedanfe pielt in Hearnd Dar-

ellung eine {o groe Rolle, wie diefer, bon dem man dreift
behaupten fann, dap nur wenige Guropder auBerhalb bdes
Belehrtenfreifed ihu aud) nur u jafjen vermidgen. Jn Japan
ift er, nac) Hearn, ein
mug (,dbie Materie hat feine Nealitdt — dad wei aud) der
einfadje Mann*).- Hier verf?tid)t nun Hearn fidh Groped von
ber Bevithrung 3wifchen Wejten und Ojten. , Gerade in diefer
Periode unjerer eigenen intelleftuellen Gvolution, wo Dder
Glaube an einen perjonlichen Gott im Sdywinden begriffen
ift, o der Glaube an eine individuelle Seele unmdglid) wird,
jept, wo die veligidfejften Geijter bor allem uriididjreden,
a8 wir Religion genannt haben, jeht, wo Dder allgemeine
Bweifel einen immer groBeren Drucd aufﬁ}m ‘ere‘e”_tl)ij en Be=
fteebungen audiibt, bringt 1ms ber Oftén "CHht.* C8 muh,
jo meint er, bdurd) dieje unabweidbare BVerfchmelsung ber
abendlandijdhen Grfenntnid mit bdem djtlidhen Denfen ein
Neobuddhismus hervorgehen, ,der die gange Krajt dber Wifjen-
fchaft exben und dod) imjtande fein twird, dben Wahrheits-
fucher mit dem Qohn 3u begnaden, der im wiljten Kapitel
bed Sutra ded Diamantenidineiderd verheifen wird. Nimmt
man dett Sert iie er iteht — phne fich an die Kommentatoren

pipiden
und metaphyiijchen fBegtif[en, ohne {idh) je Klarheit dariiber

emeingut — ebenjo wie der Jdealisd-:

rde -unter ihnen,




[ofer Anembiinber nerrmitiolta on s o dvlCIEHLLIG) Detlpiel= | in Die japanifhe Volfstiimlicheit quriic; wahrend die fleinen
Iofer Anempfinder bermittelte er fiix uns Lc?e; Betanutidhajt ] PBhantafien ,,@dt)aub" und. ,Scrbn Rreife” mit dem Aufgebot der
nut einter ganslich frembartigen und in vielen Beziehungen glcim en fjdjillernden DBirtuofitat Ddiefed eigenartigen Stil-

- vételhaften Qultur, auf eine Weife, die fich feinem- anderen 'nPtIe,tB gar ftimmung8boll priludieven und nadjjpielen:
egotifcien Phanomen gegeniiber fo leicht . wiederholen wird. | Manmer ind Grauen arbeiten in jemen Feldern. Farbige

| i}n bielen B te?ungen vitielhaft — man denfe jum Bei- Sdyatten, -die fich bewegen; und aud).bie Grde -unter ihnen,

3 Pne[ an ‘die Raffenfrage. ~ Wer niit Gobinéausd Gharafteri- | aud bder fie Bervorgegangen und 3 der fie wieder Furiid-
fterung der meifen und ber %etben Rafle im Kopfe Hearns | fehren werden, ijt ein Schatten. Nur die Krdfte hinter diejem
Stigze ,Cin Ropfewatmep" (»8oforo”) lieft, der wird fich baB | Schatten, die bilden und aufldfen, find wirfli) — und darum
wundetn, ir diefem thpijdlen abdeligen apanerjiingling ein } unjichtbar. Gleichivie die Nadht alle leichteren Schatten ver-
bollfommtened Jdealbild ded Gobineaujden Ariers au fnden, | fdhlingt, wird diefe Phantomerde uns lieBlich) verfchlingen
Ivte man e3 vergebend bheutyutage in Guropa fudjen wiirde. | und dann felbjt vergehen, Aber die feinen Schatten und der
Jit nidht niichterner Utilitari8mus das Hauptfennzeicden, das Sdhattenvertilger miifjen ficherlich wieder erfcheinen — mii en
den Gelben em[gbebmnnt tourde? Und hier Haben Wit ein figa? irgendivo  und 1rgendivie -rematerialifieren.” (Stau )
hauptiadylich gelbed Bolf, dbas bdie Kirjdpbdume fﬁn{thd) dagu | ,Audy anderen,” jagte bie gbttliche Stimme, ,aud) anderen
Pﬁ? et, ihre Kraft in Bliiten ftatt in ?rﬁd)ten aufgehen 3u | war €8 in diefem Juftande gegeben, etiwad von ihter Prds
affen, ein Bolf, dad jur Ieit ber oldjermapen gejteiger- exiftens ju fchauen. Aber feiner von ihnen fonnte e2 ertragen,
ten Riridyblitte die Gejdydfte tuben [dBt und mit Knd und | weit 3u fdhauen. Die Krajt, alle fritheren Geburten ju fehen,
Regel hinauszieht, um im Freien ju fampieren und o lange gehdrt nur denen, die fich bon ben ?eﬁelu bed ©elbjt fiix
in Sdonheit ju leben! Sind unfere .{Begrtgg bon den mafggn- immerdar  geldjt haben.  Solche exiftieren auperhald bder |
eigenfchajten nod) in hohem Grabde einer bijion bebiirftig? | Slufion, auerhalb von Form und Effamen, und der Sdmers
Over welde geheimnisbollen Raffefreuzungen liegen bier vor? | fann ihnen nichts anbaben.” (Jm RKreife”) Diefer Haupts

. $Hearn beantwortet nicht diefe Frage, aber er wedt fie und | teil ded vorlieqenbden Bandesd (der aud) mehrere Gfjans enthalt,
biele dhnliche durd) die Sntenfitdt, womit {em,g[c'inaenbe.r, die mit dem Buddhidmus nichts 3u tun BHaben) gehort mit
biegjanter und fenfitiver Stil uns all das mitteilt, was fein | den RKapiteln ,Die Dacht des Karma® umd ,Die Jdee der

- unvergleidiliches Beobadhterauge o gefeben hat, wie nur | Préerifteny” in »Roforo” sufammen, und die gange Reibe
einer jehen fann, der jugleidh) fremd und einbeimijd) ift. Wie [ bildet eine wertvolle i‘)at?teﬂung ‘Der buddbijtijdjen Wiedet-
Jebr er Dad leBtere war, in welhem Grabe er fid) japanifiert %eburtsrebre, wie fie jebt in Japan Yebt, durchflochten von
_batte, geigen.am beften folgende Worte (aus einer Schilderung edeutend iveniger wertvoollen felbftandigen Raifonnements

- Ded japanifdjen %nteuem’: ~Bubdbha*, Seite 152): ° ~ * " fiber verwanbdte und bermeintlid) berwandte Anjdyanungen

‘ »Bot fiinf Jahren, al8 id) die japanijde Art, Blumen an= | unferer modernen ofjidentalifdhen Biflenfchaft. — ,Die une
guorbnen, ein enig fennen gelernt hatte, jdhrieb idh, dap mir | vergleichlichen Gebanfenreihen, in demen tief und {d’;met 1
der Anblid der Bulgaritdt oder eigentlid) Brutalitdt, die wir | faffende Dinge wit aus tiefem Meere8grund ans Lidh gebta&)t
im Wefjten ein ,Bu ett” nennen, qnet;tt&g[;cg] fei. Deute will | und anein"anbergerei?t find,” nennt Hugo v, Hofmannsthal

~id) hingufiigen, bah id), feit id) die japanifdjen Wohnrdume | in einer BVorrede diele Rapitel, und er fiigt hingu: ,Das |F

 fenne, mid) von den abendldndijdjen, gleidyviel wie gerdumtg, Philofophie, wenn i) mid) nicht ivee.” Die lepte Klaufel ift
fomfortabel ober reid aq%geftattet fie jein mbgen, ebenfo ab- | nicht uberflitffig. Gr iret fid) allerdings. Jein, Lafeadio

- geftofien filhle. MitBte id) jebt jum abendldndijdhen Ceben | Hearns voll naived Umberjchwanten wifden ptggf en
3utﬁdﬁt§2ten mir wdre junmiute, ie Ton dem Reimer, der | und metapf)t)gifd]en ZBeg‘riern, obtte ficdh je RKlarheit dariiber
nadj fieben ﬁabrm im atd);nranb, eine Welt von Haplich- gu {dhaffen, oder iibexhaupt nur ju fragen, wann ev fidh auf
feit und Kunmer wiederfieht. ., | Dem einen und wann er fih auf dem anderen BGebiete be-

. Nidht der unminterefjantejte Teil bdiefer mannigfacdjen Mit- findet — gewdhnlich ijt er mit dem rechten Bein bier, mit
teilungen aug dem AuBen= und Jnnenleben eines ber merf- | linfen dort — dasd fann felbjt ben bejdjeidenjten Unipriichen
wilrdigiten Bilfer der Grde ift derjenige, der Ed) auf die veli= | gegeniiber nicht al8 Philojophie gelten. Viel nabher fommt
guyen Borjtelungen bder .’g‘apane begieht. Und dag Wert- | Herr @o;mannétf)ai ber Walrheit, wenn er diefes RKapitel in

vollfte hier biirfte wiederu Hﬂ?!’"'éin, wad bom Budbdhismus | der nadyjten Beile ald , Journalidmus” be eidjnet. Die aller-

. Danbdelt. Denn die poeite Religion — ber Shintoidmus — | bing8 gany einzigartigen Bor ﬁge diefer fletnen ?quLdge' Iteﬂen
walfjrt audy in Hearns jtimmungsvollen und fuggeftiven Bil- | in der Tat alle aug bemt Gebiete ded beften un 'I)bc? en

dern ihr Redht auf den Ruf, den fie bon jeher genofjen, DaB | Journalidmus; fie behandeln eine Jdeenwelt, Die. und jonjt

- niemand eigentlid) wiffe, worin fie bejtehe. Die merfwiirdig- | nur aus Biidyern befannt ijt, und geben uns iber Diejelbe {old)e
ften Aufidhliifle iiber den japanifden Budbdhidmus aber bringt | Aufidhlifle, die man nur von einem befommen fann, der fie
ber julebt itberfebte Band: , Buddha”. — Gleanings|aus dem Seben felbft fennt und von ihr ergriffen ijt.
from Buddha fields” ijt ber englijdje Titel. Zu- Der Buddhigmus, den wir hiev fennen lecnen, it nun
Fegeben: Dap 3 jdwierig fein mag, ibn %Iu%retd)_fq;tett und | freili) — mwad Hearn nicht 3u wifjen ideint — in wefentlicdhen

dhén wiederjugeben — jedenfalld hat die lle erjeberin fid) die | Bunften von dem alten verjchieden, der in jeiner eciten Gejtalt
Sadje 3u leiht gemacdht. Vor allem ijt der ITitel dirett irre- noch in Burma und auf Cehlon lebt. Dasd nterefiante ift. nun
leitend. Von einem Buche, dad den Namen ~Buddbha” trdgt, | aber, 3u fehen, mit weldjer dbhigteit fid) gerade {olde Glemente
mup jeder eviwarten, daB e3 vom Safyerjohne ®autama, dem | lebendig gehalten Haben, die nad) unjeren Begriffen ju den
Stifter bed Buddhidmus, beridtet, Jvdbrend iiber bdiefe bijto- | unpopuldrjten ©dyulphilofophemen gehdren miiften. Died
tifdje Perfon bier nichts u finden ift. Aber pon ihm fonnen %ijt bor allem von der beviihmten Anattalehre, die eine

' wir ja ander8wo Ie{ctm. us der Feder Hearns ift und befjer | Seelenjubftan leugnet, indem fie alled in wedjfelnde BVerufpt=

é,&ebtept ‘mit folden Unterjudhungen tvie Dey iiber budbdbijtijche Kin@guft&nbve aufloft. SKein Gedanfe fpielt in Hearnsd Dar-

" Aniprelungen im japanifhen Bolfslied, die fich-nicht in einer | ftellung eine o' groe Rolle, wie die er, hon dem man Ddreift
- Bibliothet {hreiben [dBt, jondern nur von einem, der durd) | behaupten fann, daf nur wenige utopder auferhalb bdes

{ jahrelangen. Berfehr mit dem frembden PBolfe, dag ihm nicht Gelehrtentreifes ihu aud) nur 3u faffen bermbgen. Jn Japan.

-. gemb,_ geblieben ijt, beseugen fann: ,Noch ift die Sprache ded | ift er, nad) Hearn, ein Gemeinqut — ebenjo wie der dealisd-:

+ Bolted mit buddhiftijchen Redewendungen dichterijd) aus ¢ | mu8 (,bie Materie hat feine Yealitdt — dad wei aud) der
{dymiidt. Nod iiberquellen Literatur und Drama von budd i= | einfache Mann“).- Hier verfpricht nun Hearn ) Groped von

" jtifdjen Ausdriiden, und bdie Altagsftimmen bder Strape, die | ber Beriihrung jivifchen Weften 1nd Diten. ,Gerade in diefer
Sieddjen der fpielenden Rinder, der Chor bder Arbeiter bei | Periode unfever eigenen intelleftuellen Goolution,. wo der

ifren Berrichtungen, felbjt die Rufe bder umberiehenden | Glaube an einen peridnlidhen Gott im Schwinden begrifien
Strafenverfiufer werden mir oft 3u Grinnerungen an Peilige | ift, o der Glaube an eine individuelle Seele unmdglid) wird,
und Bobdhifatthad und bden FTert mandjer Sutras”. Nod) | jebt, wo die veligivfeften Geijter bor allem juriitjdjrecen,

vbebeugamet ijt ber folgenbde _?roBe Aufjap itber dasd beriithmtejte | a8 mwir Religion genannt haben, jebt, wo der “gé i

i

aller Dauptititde der budbdhijtijchen Lehre, dag Rirbawa, wenn Bweifel einen tmmer grogeven Drud auf uni ere ethifdyen Bes
ffeebungen ausiibt, bringt” 1ns ber 'Oftéi Citht. B,
jo meint er, burd) diefe unabiveidbare Berfhmelzung bder
abendlandifdien Grfenntnid mit dem bBjtlidjen Denfen ein
RNeobuddhismus hervorgehen, ,der die gange Kraft der Wifjen-
fhaft erben und doch tmitanbe fein 1ird, den Wahrheits-
jucher mit dem Qobhn 3t begnaben, der im gwoljten Kapitel
degd Sutra ded Diamanteni neider3 verheifen wird. Nimmt
man den Tegt, wie er jteht — ohne fich an die Kommentatoren
3u Ra[ten — wad fonnte der. Selbjtlofe. bon irgend einer fpiri=
fuellen Qehre andered ermiimihen,-al8 den. 'in diefem DBerje
verheiBenen Sohn: ,Sie follen des Hivchiten Wunders teilhaftia

erden.”
werd: :
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benden E es g Es gibt ki
e 1, b i e 5 e fwm' "°‘.ﬁ°&:§‘.‘°§:&3
Hearn nicht nur d Dichter war, fiir ihn nche aus-
gg!;:gtgo?gt% ern daf er inversﬁli?le1 feine Be ;
“nen' gelerat ggenmd&“n%g at, als?ast ]
Y: Wer die 1 ha | t!n isloaukeit
33 B mnd“auch solcher ; uu?n drauBen
o l:bef nicht mal be-
son e:a oc, an'cbliun Wie vlele bem sich denn tiber-
emzu Dal o c?d’io’i!m dies etan h o
§0_gutem rfolxo'. dafi er uns allen ein so y ches“un m%zl-t

‘bringendes Vermichtnis hinterlassen hat

ihm nicht nnu dunken Wer a\:gh hgu'r (i‘i:’ Ei:g!umh:unng“;g
dem vorli »Deutun fsﬂrsucb" liest, wird darau
rezchen Nutz n sehapfsn. Sie enthilt so viele treffende Be—
flner nnten. Referent sie am al liebsten im Wortlaut
ier wi en _mochte. %Voahagl;aft ihrend ist bei aller Be-

hat, u wchexdanhext. mit der Lafeadi ang
hre dort ge | ne

moht den %x;pmcllxm ‘aﬁ"“ uch u!b - néch-,kOm_m B

” Es ist sc ow her, nnr éer !mte und tr’euonaste

enn . inmal gen 4 odnr 5 Juhran m Emacht
soln - rg“nDu von an amm:: {iberha k pt nichts verstehst,
Nach fnemmﬁh die abrheit e?c: A' e ilgen o l%:-le\m-
lch die Japaner uberh t hlt \
eher berufen, mich una(ggse: exszc znhewafg:‘ux}:.tP lfl—; u%ch

walr ist"das alles und doch -~ Hearn ~war der-letzte, der-
diesen Versuch zu scheuen hmuchte Gerne méchte man ein
:Bundertstel dleser Bescheidenheit dea ungezithlten (lobetrot-
‘tern - wiinschen, die den Biichermarkt -mit ihren Reiseberichten -
Jither Japan iiberschwermmen, Wir miissen uns aus Raumgriinden :
ileider- versagen, cine nithefe Kennzexchnung des relchen In-
“halts dieses-. ilerverragenden Buches zu geben. Lediglich’
;exmge der Kapiteliiberschriften konnen wir hier wiedergeben:
iDer alteste Kult. Die Hausreligion. Die éapamsche Familie.
)Der Gemeindekult. Die Entwicklung der Shintoreligion.  Die' |
Herr sclmfet er Toten. Die Einfithrung des Puddhismus. Die
-sozu* wnisatiop . Der Aufstieg der militirischen Macht.
«Di ehgion der L%;ditit Die Jesuitengefahr. Die feudale .
iederbelebung c{>s Shintoismus.. - Fort-
-mrkende EfxnﬁﬁSse der Vergangenheit. . Moderne . Beschrin-'
‘kungen. Staatserziehung. Die industrielle Gefahr.  Schlub-
:betrachtung. Herbert Spencers Rat an Japan. — Und nun
moge Jeder, der sich fiir die Bewohner des Landes der auf-
gehenden Sonne interessiert, das Buch selbst in, die Hand
nehmen. Fur den Japankenner zeigen schon die obige
Kapztelﬁberschnften dall Hearn's ,Japan“ so ziemlich all
Fragen behandelt, die man zu den ‘wesentlichen zihlen darf
Wer sich fiir das rihrigé Volk des Ostens, interessiert, demj
kann man kein wertvolleres Weihnachtsgeschenk in die Han
legen, als gerade- dieses Buch des groRten Interpreten, den
Japaner unter den Europiern bisher gefunden haben.
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A*Japan and Laicadio. Heara..
There is happily a growing recognition ‘n
Japan of the debt which the country owes to 1
'Lafcadio Hearn. At the “ Coronation ”’ 4 o
ceremony just before the war posthumous -
honours were conferred on him. Now the
Department of Education has introduced into
its middle school text-book of English a long
appreciation of ‘‘ Koizami Yakumo,” by Pro-
fessor Kuriyagama, who was one of Hearn’s
upils at Tokio University. It is curious that
the fact that Hearn was married to a Japanese
should have been omitted from this sketch.
Mrs. Hearn and her family are happily in a
comfortable position ﬁnancialli, Hearn’s in-
vestments in Tokio property baving prov
advantageous. = : 3 ’
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LAFCADIO HEARN. Drawn by Krieghoff

A new collection of Mr. Hearn's writings will be published
this fal. under the title “American Miscellanies” (Dodd

Mead).
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| cents.”
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Lafcadio Hearn is as indissolubly
associated with New Orleans as with
Japan. It is less ‘well known that his
activities in the old French city in-
cluded running a five-cent restaurant
and writing verses to advertise it.

Hearn had had five years’ experi-
ence as a successful feature writer
in Cincinnati, but tue late hours coupl-
ed with the strain on his one myopic
eve from continuous writing by the
light of flickering gas jets had under-
mined -his nerves and health. In ad-
dition an unfortunate entanglement
had created complications and all these
things together resulted in a terrible
dislike for Cincinnati. His wander-
lust, heritage from_ a gypsy ancestor

and never dormant for long, boiled
over and he decided to go to New
Orleans.

He arrived there on a Mississippi
steamboat in November, 1877, and for
seven months led a hand-to-mouth ex-
istence, unable to find a job by rea-
son of a terrible yellow fever epide-
mic which was ravaging the city.
Finally, when he was quite desper-
ate and harbored thoughts of suicide,
he got a position as assistant editor
of The Item at the munifcent sal
ary of $10 per week. But the return
to the old hated newspaper routine
made him very rebellious and an over-
whelming desire to be independent,
x travel, to have leisure, to write,
med up and he cast about for ways
' of accomplishment.
During his first hard seven months
in New Orleans, Hearn had met in
. cheap restaurants, on park benches,
'and in grimy lodging houses all sorts
of down-and-out sharpers. One of
these had suggested at that time that
money could be made by opening a
cheap eating joint. The idea had
fascinated Hearn, and he had writ-
ten to his friend, Mr. Watkin, the
old English printer in Cincinnati, ask-
ing his advice as to whether he should
go to Texas to start a cheap “bean
house” with his “pard.” of course the
plan had to be abandoned, for both
of the partners were dead broke and
did not know where their next meal
was coming from, let alone two tickets
to Texas. Nevertheless the idea con-
tinued to germinate in Hearn’s brain,
andéhe wrote again the following June
to Watkin saying there were some
businesses that would pay in New
Orleans, “a cheap restaurant, a cheap
swimming bath or a cheap laundry”:

America A

‘became wildly

| restaurant, discussing their pl

and later in August that ‘“money can|
be made out of the poor. People are
so poor here nothing pays except that
which appeals to poverty. * *  Now
one can make thirty biscuits for 5|

Hearn Becomes Enthusiastic.

sensed - Hearn’s |

Evidently, “pard”

JlimpRER Y, (s

rLafcadiQM‘,Hggl,rn Remembered

s Restaurateu

deavors should be New Orleans—not
Texas. The impractical, gullible Hearn
enthusiastic; and the
shrewd, lank, cynical Yankee and the
sensitive, intellectual boy must have
been a remarkable sight as they bhent
over a guttering candle, in some smelly

ans and

wondering about the profit on 2ach uti-
savory dish they ate.

Their undertaking had come to no-
thing before because of lack of capi-
tal, so Hearn set himself to work
to remedy this defect. He took a
dingy, shabby room in the northern
end of the French Quarter and here,
by doing his own cooking, he was able
to cut his expenditure for food to $2
a week and save three-fourths of his
salary, which at that time was $20.
By these grim economies he amassed
$100. This accomplished, he wrote his
friend Krehbiel: “Will start a little

&
: <,

Ry & p
Signature ..

1
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funds will

“which it was to furnish
i rs’ thoughts

never be known. His partne
were probably different. H_e had no-|
thing to lose, so if the project failed
he was out nothing; if it succeeded, |
he felt sure that dealing with a man
so impractical as Hearn, he.could find
a way in which to obtain a lion’s share
of the proceeds. ;

In his first enthusiasm Hearn wrote
lto Watkins: . “The Raven” (he called
himself that to Watkins) “keepeth a
| restaurant in the City of New - Or-

| Jeans. It is-secretly in business for
liitself. « Tt is alspiin the newspaper
| : X iR
business. The reason it has gone into |

business for itself is that It is tn:ed‘
of working for other people. The
reason that It is still in the news-
paper line is that the business 1s npt
yet paying, and needs some financial
support. The business is the cheapest
in . New Orleans. All dishes are 5
| cents. Knocks the market price out
The business has already

of things.
| cost about $100 to set up. May pay
well; may not. The Raven has a

and. ferocious man,
who disagree with |
* It is constantly

partner—a large
who kills people
their coffee. * *

business for myself next week. I have | suspicious that Its pal‘tner. may g0 |
an- excellent partner—a Northern man | back oh It. It is of a suspicious char- |
—and we expect by Spring to clear | acter. It has debts on Its mind, but]
enough ready money to start for |prefers to look after Its own interests
South America.” . |at present*until it can buy SOmE
Afternoons after his work at the |clothes. It also proposes to es’gabllsh
another five-cent house here in the

office was finished Hearn used to meet
his “pard” and they combed the city
for a suitable location for the new
venture that would be sufficiently

cloiyp.

They finally decided upon a tumble-
down disreputable one-storied
house in a sordid back street with a
misleading name—160 Dryades. Then
followed some hectic weeks of pre-
paration. Together they soon ex-
hausted the $100 buying thick clumsy
chinaware, cheap table utensils and
paint. “Pard” attended to cleaning up
the place and painting while Hearn in-
augurated a publicity campaign by
having yellow hand bills printed which
read:

The

This is the cheapest eating house
in the South. It is neat, orderly and
respectable as any other in New
Orleans. You can get a good meal
for a couple of nickels. All dishes 5
cents. HKverything half the price of
the markets.”

5-cent Restaurant,

When he actually saw the finished
dodger, however, the name The 5-
Cent Restaurant did not appeal to him.
It seemed to lack distinction or im-
agination, so, after much serious dis-
cussion, it was decided to rechristen
the experiment The Hard Times—an
ominous name whose evil portent was
perfectly realized later.

Finally, the stage was all set, and
on the second of March, 1879, The
Hard Times was opened for business
and on that same day a laconic little
advertisement in The Item averred
that “The Hard Times, 160 Dryades,
satisfies hunger for one nickel.”

A 22 ‘et T i

B e Bl Tl IR o e

brick |

French quarter, sooner or later, i
this one pays: ¥ *.%:'The Raven ma
succeed right off. He may not. Bu
he is going to succeed, §ooner or late

(3%
even

if he has to start an eating
house in hell.”

. His impatience for returns would
not let him look idly on, but forced
him to take a personal hand in the -
running of the place. He described
his own activities in a letter to Kreh-
biel saying: “I have become a res-
taurant proprietor, doling out coffee
and hot rolls, beefsteak and soup, cold
tongue and stew. It is the cheapest
restaurant in New Orleans. We have
one room for colored folks in the back
| part, one for white folks in the front
' part, opening on the street with a
swing door. Profits are about 300 per
cent. But the tax collector has not
been around yet.”

Every day modest little advertise-
' ments had been appearing in The Item
and their general spirit was an ac-
curate barometer of the varying suec-
cess of The Hard Times. At first
they were simple*statements calculat-
ed to appeal to the man of large ap-
| petite and lean purse—as,

The best coffee and the biggest bis- |
cuits in town, 5 cents at The Hard
Times.
 As customers seemed slow in arriv-|
ing, Hearn became argumentative—
and the advertisement asked:

' Why pay 40c. when you can get a
good steak for be. at 160 Dryades?
As trade began to look up, a note
of the pride of possession began to
creep in and he spoke from his own
experience:

Five-cent restaurants are often
| shabby, dirty places, but you ought‘
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associated with New Orleans as with
Japan. It is less ‘well known that his
activities in the old French city in-
cluded running a five-cent restaurant
and writing verses to advertise it.

Hearn had had five years’
ence as a successful
in Cincinnati, but tuhe late hours coupl-
ed with the strain on his one myopic
eye from continuous writing by the
light of flickering gas jets had under-
mined .his nerves and health. In ad-
dition
had created complications and all these
things together resulted in a terrible
dislike for Cincinnati. His wander-
lust, heritage from a gypsy ancestor
and never dormant for long, boiled
over and he decided to go to New
Orleans.

He arrived there on a Mississippi
steamboat in November, 1877, and for
seven months led a hand-to-mouth ex-
istence, unable to find a job by rea-
son of a terrible yellow fever epide-
mic which was ravaging the city.

Finally, when he was quite desper-
ate and harbored thoughts of suicide,
he’ got a position as assistant editor
of The Item at the munifcent sal-
ary of $10 per week. But the return
to the old hated newspaper routine
made him very rebellious and an over-
whelming desire to be independent,
k)a travel, to have leisure, to write,

med up and he cast about for ways
- of accomplishment.

- During his first hard seven months
in New Orleans, Hearn had met in
. cheap restaurants, on park benches,
rand in grimy lodging houses all sorts
of down-and-out sharpers. One of
these had suggested at that time that
money could be made by opening a

experi-

cheap eating joint. The idea had
fascinated Hearn, and he had writ-
ten to his friend, Mr. Watkin, the

old English printer in Cincinnati, ask-
ing his advice as to whether he should
go to Texas to start a cheap “bean
* house” with his “pard.” of course the
plan had to be abandoned, for both
of the partners were dead broke and
did not know where their next meal
was coming from, let alone two tickets
to Texas. Nevertheless the idea con-
tinued to germinate in Hearn’s brain,
" andfhe wrote again the following June
to Watkin saying thére were some
businesses that would pay in New
Orleans, “a cheap restaurant, a cheap
swimming bath or a cheap laundry”:
and later in August that ‘“money can
' be made out of the poor. People are
| so poor here nothing pays except that
| which appeals to poverty. * * Now
one can make thirty biscuits for 5
icents and eight cups of coffee for 5
| cents.”

! Hearn Becomes Enthusiastic.
Evidently, “pard” sensed Hearn’s
receptive mood, and so resurrected |

| the idea of starting a cheap restaur-
ant; but for obvious reasons, con-
nected with the fact that Hearn was

'now drawing a salary, he suggested |

' that this time the scene of their en-

’

'Lafcqq‘ggw,H earn Remembered
As Restaurateur

Lafcadio Hearn is as indissolubly

feature writer

l

deavors should be New Ox‘_leans—not
Texas. The impractical, gullible Hearn
'became wildly enthusiastic; and the

shrewd, lank, cynical Yankee and the
sensitive, intellectual boy must have
been a remarkable sight as they ben

over a guttering candle, in some smelly |

| restaurant, discussing their plans and
wondering about the profit on 2ach un-
savory dish they ate.

Their undertaking had come to no-
thing before because of lack of capi-
tal, so Hearn set himself to work
to remedy this defect. He took a
{ dingy, shabby room in the northern

an unfortunate entanglement end of the French Quarter and here,

by doing his own cooking, he was able
to cut his expenditure for food to $-2
a week and save three-fourths of his

$100. This accomplished,'he wrote his
friend Krehbiel: “Will start a little
business for myself next week. I have
an- excellent partner—a Northern man
—and we expect by Spring to clear
enough ready money to start ‘for
South America.”

Afternoons after his work at the
coffice was finished Hearn used to meet
his “pard” and they combed the city

for a suitable location for the new
venture that would be sufficiently
cheip. ’

They finally decided upon a tumble=
down disreputable one-storied brick
house in a sordid back street with a
misleading name—160 Dryades. Then
followed some hectic weeks of pre-
' paration. Together they soon ex-
hausted the $100 buying thick clumsy
chinaware, cheap table utensils and
paint. “Pard” attended to cleaning up
the place and painting while Hearn in-
augurated a publicity campaign by
having yellow hand bills printed which
read:

The 5-cent Restaurant,

This is the cheapest eating house
in the South. It is neat, orderly and
respectable as any other in New
Orleans. You can get a good
for a couple of nickels. All dishes 5
cents, Everything half the price of
the markets.”

When he actually saw the finished
dodger, however, the name The 5-
Cent Restaurant did not appeal to him.
It seemed to lack distinction or. im-
agination, so, after much serious dis-
cussion, it was decided to rechristen
the experiment The Hard Times—an
ominous name whose evil portent was
perfectly realized later.

Finally, the stage was all set, and
on the second of March, 1879, The
Hard Times was opened for business
and on that same day a laconic little
advertisement in The Item averred
that ““The Hard Times, 160 Dryades,
' satisfies hunger for one nickel.”

All the hopes of freedom that Hearn
planned on this enterprise, all  the
castles in Spain for which it was to
be the foundation, or all the journeys

and adventures in foreign lands for

I

t himself

{
|

meal |-

which it was to furnish funds will

f bout $100 to set up.
salary, which at that time was $20./ cott ghonk, 3

| By ‘these grim economies he amassed‘

never be known. His partners’ thoughts |
were probably different. H? had mo-|
thing to lose, so if the project failed
he was out nothing; if it succeeded,
he felt sure that dealing with a man |
so impractical as Hearn, he_could find
a way in which to obtain a lion’s share
of the proceeds.

In his first enthusiasm Hearn wrote {
to Watkins: ~ “The Raven” (he called
that to Watkins) “keepeth a
restaurant in the City of New Or-
It is secretly in business for§
itself. . It is also in the newspaper
business. The reason it has gone Ento!
business for itself is that It 1s tired |
of working for other people. The
reason that It is still in the news-
paper line is that the business 1is n.ot
yet paying, and needs some financial
support. The business 1s .the cheapest
in .New Orleans. All dlshes.are 5
cents. Knocks the market price out
of things.. The business has already
May pay
well; may not. The Raven has a
partner—a large and. ferocious man,
who kills people who disagree with |

leans.

their.coffee. ' ™ . % T AL is constantly
suspicious that Its partm‘er. may go|
back on It. It is of a suspicious char-

acter. It has debts on Its mind, but
prefers to look after Its own interests
at present—until it can buy some
clothes. It also proposes to es?abhsh
another five-cent house here In th_e
French quarter, sooner OT later, i
this one pays. * * * The Raven ma
succeed right off. He may not. Bu

| he is going to succeed, sooner or late

A Q)

even if he has to start an
house in hell.”

; His impatience for returns would
not let him look idly on, but forced
him to take a personal hand in the -
running of the place. He described
his own activities in a letter to Kreh-
biel saying: “I have become a res-
taurant proprietor, doling out coffee
and hot rolls, beefsteak and soup, cold
tongue and stew. It is the cheapest
restaurant in New Orleans. We have
one room for colored folks in the back
part, one for white folks in the front

eating

| part, opening on the street with a
swing door. Profits are about 300 per
cent. But the tax collector has not

been around yet.”
Every day modest little advertise-

{ ments had been appearing in The Item |

' and their general spirit was an ac-
| curate barometer of the varying suc-!

cess of The Hard Times. At first!
| they were simple®statements calculat- |
| ed to appeal to the man of large ap- |
| petite and lean purse—as,

The best coffee and the biggest bis-
cuits in town, 5 cents at The Hard
Times.
¢ As customers seemed slow in arriv-
ing, Hearn became argumentative—
and the advertisement asked:

Why pay 40c. when you can get a
good steak for 5c. at 160 Dryades?

i As trade began to look up, a note
of the pride of possession began to
creep in and he spoke from his own
experience:

| Five-cent restaurants are often
shabby, dirty places, but you ought |
to see 160 Dryades!

. Finally, when success seemed almost
certain the advertisements shouted
with assurance:’

Whoever does not go to 160’ Dry-
ades has an empty belly and an empty




purse -~
- The next one stated pugnacmus!
We can whip all creatxon fot 5-

ztnb 160 Dryades. i

Of course Hearn could not 1
‘avoid giving them a literary tlu:n,
his enthusiasm bubbled' over m«
‘picturesque statements as

Solomon was a wise man.

ades. %

The Quee f Sheba would hﬂ‘l
‘been more pleased with 160 Dryades
‘than with Solomon.
‘and, ( )
~ The devil fears the wise man; you
can become wise by going to 16
Dryades. .

Even the Bible was pressed

bitter feeling of impotence and defeat,

Hearn settled back hopelessly to his

cwspaper drudgery, but he never be-

e reconciled. From time to time

tions of other business ventures oé-
ed him, and he mnourished the

second-hand book shops in San Fi ﬂy‘ ;

cxaco and St. Augustme, and even of
becoming a bouquinist in New Orleans.
These fanciful projects never progress-
ed beyond the conversational stage,

‘however, for, luckily for him, the

memory of The Hard Times stood like
. guardian angel to deter him from
urther attempts at accomplxshmg hm

mte |

service to aid in securing patronage:|

The Lord my pasture shall prepare.
That refers to the next life. g
In ‘this go to 160 Dryades.

Up to March 22 the advertlsements

‘had been appearing new each dny, Qm- |

proving in flavor, so to speak, and
literary pxcturesqueness. But on that
day the iron must have entered into |
‘Hearn’s soul, for he had not the he
‘to invest anything new; he mi
copied one of the earlier and most
interesting of the ads. On March
the end came, and the very last :
vertisement was merely a repeti
of the first. 4 ;
The inevitable had happened. Hea
was devoid of all business sense; h
‘partner, brutally practical, was deve
of all morals or kindness. The ear
suspicions were well founded; “P
| had - suddenly disappeared with all
éash “and the cook, leaving Hearn
| hold the bag and shoulder the de
Profoundly dxscouraged ‘and vii't
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Lafcadio Hearn Died in Tokyo 23 Years Ago;
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Quiet Memorial Service
Will Be Observed
Monday

R

HOME IS IN SUBURB

Mrs. Yakumo, Who Rare-
ly Sees Reporters,
Grants Interview

The twenty-third anniversary of the
death of Lafcadio Hearn will be ob-
served quietly next Monday by the
nearest relatives of the famous writer
at their home in Nishi-Okubo, a Tokyo
suburbs, where Hearn lived and died.

Hearn died on September 25, 1904.
The day of the month is marked with
a family reunion every year. A few
intimate family friends who had been
the pupils of Hearn in former days
when he had been teaching at the
Tokyo Imperial University are the
guests. Tt will be a homely affair, the
members of the family, mcludmg Mrs.
Hearn, Japanese wife of the’ ‘eminent
writer, three sons and their wives, a
daughter. granddaughter” and the
family friends, partaking of a dinner
in the room w}nch used to be Hearn's
study. \
study has been converted
into the family living ro since the
great earthquake of September, 1923.
In the room there is a family Buddhist
temple in which the posthumous tablet
of Lafcadio Hearn is consecrated. The
incense is daily burned before the
tablet and offerings and fruits are
placed there. On Monday a special
dinner will be spread before the family
temple and the members of the family
and the guests of the day will while
away the evening over the memory. of
the dead.

Hearn’s high desk where he sat to
write and a few relics are still in the
living room. Most of the books which
| Hearn had accumulated since he came
to Japan have been removed from the
room. Mrs. Hearn gave them to the
Higher School in Toyama prefectur?

Hearn’s

where Hearn taught for two years not
long after he came to Japan.

Hearn’s Japanese Name 1

“After the earthquake disaster of
1923,” said Mrs. Hearn, or more pro-
perly Mrs. Setsuko Koizumi, as this
was Hearn’s naturalized family name,
“T thought it would be best to con-
tribute all my husband’s books to some
institution where they might be kept
in safety. I ‘finally decided to give
them to the Toyama Higher School
where he taught for two years from
1892 to 1894. I am informed that the

1aow

married in 1890. 'His given name,
Yakumo, is a part of the first line of
an old short poem known as tanka,
meaning eight-fold clouds. It is a
beautiful poem which is supposed to
have been composed by  Susano-no-
mikoto, a semi-mythological figure,
who is said to be the younger brother
of Amaterasu-Omikami, sun gocddess.
The poem is said to have been com-
posed by Susano-no-mikoto after he
rescued a princess from an attack by
a huge, serpent and finally married her.
He composed the poem in praise of
the home life he established in Izumo.
The poem reads in full as follow:

Yakumo tatsu,
Jzumo yaegaki tsumagome no,

Yaegaki tsukuru
Sono yaegaki o. |
Mrs. Koizumi is living a quiet life
in the secluded district in Nishi-Okubo
with the eldest son’s family .living
next door. Her daughter, who is weak
physically lives with her. The large
wooden gate in front of her house is
always closed. High on the right gate
post there is posted a tablet bearing
the name Setsu Koizumi. There is
something of a forbidding atmos-
phere around the house. As a matter
of fact, it is not an easy matter to
obtain an interview with Mrs. Koizumi.

She and her family almost fear the

publicity that comes to them because
of Hearn’s great fame. Under the cir-
cumstances, a photograph of the
members of the family never has been
given for inclusion in a newspaper or
magazine, Even Professor Tanabe of
the Peers’ School, who is one of the
most intimate friends of the family,
was refused when he he requested a
family photograph which was to be
inserted in the biography of Hearn he
wag writing.
Beautiful Japanese Garden

The aproach to the house within the A
gate is a genuinely Japanese garden of

about 20 tsubo, arranged with remark-
able horticultural precision. The
ancient stone lantern under the shadow
of aple trees that spread their
brnaches toward the bamboo fence on
the side of the entrance to the house
is inspiring of repose and silence.

The entrance and the guest room in
the house have been preserved per-
fectly since the death of Koizumi
Yakumo. The guest room remains to-
day practically just as it was when
Hearn was accustomed to receive his
guests Mrs. Koizumi said in an inter-
view with a represenbatlve of The
Japan Advertiser. 1Tt is a 10-mat room
with tokonoma bedutifully *decorated
with a pair of hangings and ornaments
which Hearn had cherished while he
still was living.

“I am sorry that I have kept you
waiting so long,” Mrs. Koizumi said
as she entered the room. One is
struck with the dignified and yet grace-
ful manner in which she addresses her
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_caller. . She is taller than the average

We h
' make food for my husband, but the

reasures Memory of Writer

courteously bowed, saying a greeting
appropriate for this time off'the year.
There is no light-heartedness and only
the "trained eyes of a Japanese ecan
detect a tender regard in her noble
feature which bespeaks of her being
the daughter of a samurai family.

“I was about to go to the Zoshigaya
cemetary to attend to the grave of
Yakumo,” said Mrs. Koizumi courteous-
ly, offering’ a ' cup of tea a maid
brought in. 1 make a pilgrimage to
Yakumo’s graveyard on the 26th every
month. But once a year, on September
26, which is the anniversary' of thel
death of my husband, we hold a spe-
cial dinner party inviting a few family
friends in front of the family Buddhist
temple.

“It is 23 years since Yakumo died
and the environment of the house has
been altered considerably. The site
here is about 800 tsubo (two third of
an acre) and the garden was much
larger when my husband was still
living. Since the earthquake of
September, 1923, a part of the house
wag altered and the garden was made
much smaller to have several houses
built for renting purpose. This small
hill of the veranda, stone lantern and
all three trees are practically un-
touched since the death of Yakumo.

Many Relics Given Away
“Many relies of my husband have
heen given away from time to time
to the family friends who are parti-
cularly interested in his work. In
Matsuye, Izumo, in Shimane prefec-
ture, there is an organization called
Yakumo-kai which  was formed by
those ‘who are particularly interested
in the life and work of Yakumo. To
this organization I sent several things

which belonged to my husband.
“l was born in Izumo where Hearn
first lived when he eame to Japan in

1890. He loved the place but the
winter was rather hard on him
because there was no stove in the

Japanese family. As it is well known,
he preferred to live in a Japanese
family. As it is well known, he pre-
ferred to live in a Japanese way in
every respect. The Japanese food, how-
ever, did not agree with him at first
and he suffered from an internal dis-
order, Under the circumstances T tried
to get foreign food for him but it was
a difficult task because there was only
one foreign' style restaurant in town.
ad a cook come to our home to

difficultly “ was again the lack of a
stove. Under sueh inconveniences, I
had foreign food cooked by the man
over the fire brazier. ;
“He was very-fond of Japanese food
and ate practically every thing that
the Japanese people ate. The raw fish

was one of the favorite dishes for
him. He relished a little hot sake
when he ‘ate his Japanese dinner.

When he ate a foreign style dinner he
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Quiet Memorial Service
Will Be Observed
Monday

HOME IS IN SUBURB

Mrs. Yakumo, Who Rare-
ly Sees Reporters,
Grants Interview

The twenty-third anniversary of the
death of Lafcadio Hearn will be ob-
served quietly next Monday by the
nearest relatives of the famous writer
at their home in Nishi-Okubo, a Tokyo
suburbs, where Hearn lived and died.

Hearn died on September 25, 1904.
The day of the month is marked with
a family reunion every year. A few
intimate family friends who had been
the pupils of Hearn in former days
when he had been teaching at the
Tokyo Imperial University are the
guests. Tt will be a homely affair, the
members of the family, including Mrs,
Hearn, Japanese wife of the eminent
writer, three sons and their wives, a
daughter, granddaughter” and the
family friends, partaking of a dinner
in the room which used to be Hearn’s
study. ¢

Hearn’s study has been converted
into the family living roem since the
great earthquake of September, 1923.
In the room there is a family Buddhist
temple in which the posthumous tablet
of Lafcadio Hearn is consecrated. The
incense is daily burned before the
tablet and offerings and fruits are
placed there. 'On Monday a special
dinner will be spread before the family
temple and the members of the family
and the guests of the day will while
away the evening over the memory. of
the dead.

Hearn’s high desk where he sat to
write and a few relics are still in the
living room. Most of the books which
Hearn had accumulated since he came
to Japan have been removed from the
room. Mrs. Hearn gave them to the
Higher School in Toyama prefecture
where Hearn taught for two years no
long after he came to Japan,

N

Hearn’s Japanese Name

“After the earthquake disaster of
1923,” said Mrs. Hearn, or more pro-
perly Mrs. Setsuko Koizumi. as this
was Hearn’s naturalized family name,
“I thought it would be best to con-
tribute all my husband’s books to some
institution where they might be kept
in safety. 1 finally decided to give
them to the Toyama Higher School
where he taught for two years from
1892 to 1894. T am informed that the
school established a Hearn Library.”

married in 1890. 'His given name,
Yakumo, is a part of the first line of
an old short poem known as tanka,
meaning eight-fold clouds. It is a
beautiful poem which is supposed to
have been composed by  Susano-no-
mikoto, a semi-mythological figure,
who is said to be the yvounger brother
of Amaterasu-Omikami, sun gecddess.
The poem is said to have been com-
posed by Susano-no-mikoto after he
rescued a princess from an attack by
a huge, serpent and finally married her.
He composed the poem in praise of
the home life he established in Izumo.
The poem reads in full as follow:

!Yakumo tatsu,

Tzumo yaegaki tsumagome no,
Yaegaki tsukuru

Sono yaegaki o.

Mrs. Koizumi is living a quiet life
in the secluded district in Nishi-Okubo
with the eldest son’s family .living
next door. Her daughter, who is weak
physically lives with her. The large
wooden gate in front of her house is
always closed. High on the right gate
post there is posted a tablet bearing
the name Setsu Koizumi. There is
something of a forbidding atmos-
phere around the house. As a matter
of fact, it is not an easy matter to
obtain an interview with Mrs. Koizumi.
She and her family almost fear the
publicity that comes to them because
of Hearn’s great fame. Under the cir-
cumstances, a photograph of the

given for inclusion in a newspaper or
magazine, Even Professor Tanabe of
the Peers’ School, who is one of the
most intimate friends of the family,
‘was refused when he he requested a
family photograph which was to be
inserted in the biography of Hearn he
was writing.
Beautiful Japanese Garden

gate is a genuinely Japanese garden of
about 20 tsubo, arranged with remark-
able horticultural precision. The
ancignt stone lantern under the shadow
of aple trees that spread their
brnaches toward the bamboo fence on
the side of the entrance to the house
is inspiring of repose and silence.
The entrance and the guest room in
the house have been preserved per-
| fectly since the death of Koizumi
' Yakumo. The guest room remains to-
day practically just as it was when
Hearn was accustomed to receive his
guests, Mrs. Koizumi said in an inter-
view with a representative of The
Japan Advertiser. Tt is a 10-mat room
with tokonoma bedutifully *decorated

members of the family never has been}

[The aproach to the house within the |,

with a pair of hangings and ornaments
which Hearn had cherished while he
still was living.

“l am sorry that T have kept you
waiting so long,” Mrs. Koizumi said
as she entered the room. One is
struck with the dignified and yet grace-
ful manner in which she addresses her
.caller. She is taller than the average

Hearn’s naturalized name is Koizumi
Yakumo, placing the family name first
as is the proper way of reading a
Japanese name in full. Hearn adopted
the family name of his wife when he

Japanese woman. There is something
noble in her bearing that is inherent
to a high born person. As she sat on
the mat by the center table ,she

reasures Memory of Writer

courteously bowed, saying a eeting
appropriate for this time 09‘”%{: year.
There is no light-heartedness and only
the trained eyes of a Japanese ean
detect a tender regard in ker noble
feature which bespeaks of her being
the daughter of a samurai family.

“I was about to go to the Zoshigaya
cemetary to attend to the grave of
Yakumo,” said Mrs. Koizumi courteous-
ly, offering a ' cup of tea a maid
brought in. I make a pilgrimage to
Yakumo’s graveyard on the 26th every
month. But once a year, on September
26, which is the anniversary of the
«leath of my husband, we hold a spe-
cial dinner party inviting a few family
friends in front of the family Buddhist
temple.

“It is 23 years since Yakumo died
and the environment of the house has
heen altered considerably. The site
here is about 800 tsubo (two third of
an acre) and the garden was much
larger when my husband was still
living. Since the earthquake of
September, 1923, a part of the house
was altered and the garden was made
much smaller to have several houses
built for renting purpose. This small
hill of the veranda, stone lantern and
all three trees are practically un-
touched since the death of Yakumo.

Many Relies Given Away
“Many relies of my hushand have
been given away from time to time
to the family friends who are parti-
cularly interested in his work. 1In
Matsuye, Izumo, in Shimane prefec-
ture, there is an organization called
Yakumo-kai which was formed by
those ‘'who are particularly interested
in the life and work of Yakumo. To
this organization I sent several things

which belonged to my husband.
“l was born in Izumo where Hearn
first lived when he came to Japan in

1890. He loved the place but the
winter was rather hard on him
because there was no stove in the

Japanese family. As it is well known,
he preferred to live in a Japanese
family. As it is well known, he pre-
ferred to live in a Japanese way in
every respect. The Japanese food, how-
ever, did not agree with him at first
and he suffered from an internal dis-
order, Under the circumstances T tried
to get foreign focd for him but it was
a difficult task because there was only
one foreign style restaurant in town.

. We ‘had a cook come to our home to

make food for my husband, but the
difficultly - was again the 1lack of a
stove. Under such inconveniences, I
had foreign food cooked by the man
over the fire brazier. ;
*“He was very-fond of Japanese food
and ate practically every thing that
the Japanese people ate. The raw fish
was one of the favorite dishes for
him. He relished a little hot sake
when he ‘ate his Japanese dinner.
When he ate a foreign style dinner he
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| \ Where Lafcadio Hearn Lived m Tokyo

relished a sm'all amount of liquor such
as whisky. ;

Had Own Language

“My husband was mnot proficient in
speaking the Japanese language and I
could not speak English. Nevertheless
we 'never -had any trouble of under-
standing eaech other because we had
a ‘language of our own., My husband
disliked ‘to hear a Japanese woman
speak English. One day we went to
Ueno for shopping. When a saleslady
spoke to Yakumo in English, he was]
so disgusted that he simply walked
away without buying anything. Hel
used to say that if T had time to’
study English, 1 should teach him
Japanese.

“Throughout his life in Japan,
| Yakumo lived in the regular Japanese,
| way. He sat on the mat, slept in the
Japanese bed, wore kimono and smoked
Japanese tobaeco in the way that all
Japanese people did in those days. Only
when he did his writing did he use
his desk. When he came back from
school, he immediately changed to
kimono as any Japanese professor
does. He always told his Americen or
European friends that he would be
glad to have them providing that they
would put up with the Japanese way|
of living. It is only since the death of
Yakumo that -we installed some for-|
eign furniture such as chairs.”

Mrs. Koizumi has three sons and one
daughter. 'Her sons are all married.
The eldest son who is now living next
door to her house is Mr. Kazuo Koi-
zumi, who is 35 years old. He is a
graduate of Waseda University and is
interested in literary work. The other
sons are Mr. Twao Koizumi and Mr.
Kiyoshi Koizumi, both of whom are
interested in somewhat similar work.
The eldest son of Hearn was born on
December 20 and Hearn ,according to
Mrs. Koizumi, complained that his son
was said to be two years old when
New Year’s first came because her
mother counted the age of his so
according to the Japanesesway.

Above is a view from the garden
of the house where Lafcad’o Hearn
lived in Tokyo. The second room
to the right, closed by the shoii,
was Hearn’s study. The middle
B aditisibiinl. clhawred ftha onfédanca €ta
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Above is a view from the garden
of the house where Lafcad’o Hearn
lived in Tokyo. The second room
to the right, closed by the shoii,
was , Hearn’s study. The middle
photograph shows the entrance to
the Hearn home and, below, the
simple column which marks the
resting: place of the noted writer
in a Tokyo cemetery. On the
column are the characters “Ko-
izumi Yakumo” the name which
Hearn took when he became a
naturalized subject of Japan. /




