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H.rdiﬂze G.C.M.G., G.C.V.0., C.B., I.8.0.
be .Vieeroy and Go ¢

vemor-G.neral of
Indm in succession to the Earl of Minto,
who retires from his office in November
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fo w at an early date. Sir rles Har-
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annnun Su- Charles Hardinge.
since 1 ermmnt nder-
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- !)ie Riicttvittsmeldung be3  Wizeldniga
bon Jndien, ded Lord ardinge, bes
jtatigt fich nidht, und die richten, die jepl
itber &eine febr energijthe Ctellungnabhme in
dem Sampfe der Jnudier in der Gitbafrifas
nifchen Union gegen da3 britifche Reich bea
Tonnt werben, widerfprechen durdjaus dem Gies
viidgt, bah Lord Hardinge feit dem in Delhi
im Desember bovigen Jahred auf ihn vers
iibten Mordanjdjlag einer ticjen Melandyolie

tallen fei, die ibn felbft mit einer gewifienn |

id gleit gegen die Crledigung feiner =

“Gejdhifte erfiille. Daf ein deravtiger Uebers
thwam ,.einm,.naﬁalﬂgm :
Cindrud  madyt, DaB ihm fogar eine fehr
idwere feelijhe Depreffion folgt, tvitd mam
obne tweiteres berftehen, aber die Art, in bder
der indifche Bizefonig dle Sntereffen bver

¢ berfreten Bat, ohne Rildjichtnahme auf
¢ Stimmung, die er damit in Gngland auds
ug&il‘r:f:,“mat Telitesivegd von mangelns el

6?;?.1{(&&5%. ber bon den in Giids
ajtifa ebenden QJubdiern erhobenen Anjpritche
bat denn auch jdhon durd) ven General Botha
¢ine jdarje Buriidweifung gefunden. Da3 ot
Rotd Hardinge nidht abgehalten, nodmald in

et Hede in Mabdrag feine Uebereinfiimmung
mit ben Forderungen ber Judier au betonen.
3 Hanbelt nn% babei befanntlid) um bie

RKlogen ber Giidbafrita audgewanderten
~Jndier, bie alg britiiche Untertanen eine Bes

fretung von der ihuen auferlegten Qopfftener

a1 T ity i P
Joziale Gl lung  mit foeifen

Bevilterung verlangen. Da ifhre bisherigen

fein Giebdr fanden, Haben fie gu Dem

litiel Dder offenen Agitation gegriffen und

Iind babet in Gfperanza bet einem Bujammens
ftof mit der Polizet tatlich angegriffen und |

t der (@afrikaniidyon
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The Times (London)

LD. HAF
RETURN.

REVIEW OF HIS WORK

THE MESOPOTAMIAN
CAMPAIGN.

Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, accompanied by
his daughter, Miss Diamond Hardinge, returned
to London on Saturday from India. :

‘There were present to meet him at Vietoria Lord
Farquhar (representing the King), Sir James Dunlop
Smith (reyresentins the Secretary of State for India),
Sir -Arthur Hirtzel (Political )s - Mr.
Kershaw (Revenue Secretary, India Office), the fol-
lowing representatives -of the Foreign 'Ogdce:—.—
The Hon. Theo Russell (representing Sir ward
Grey), Sir Walter Langley (Assistant Under-Secre-
tary of State), Mr. Oliphant, and Mr. Harold Nicol-
son ; Admiral of the ;’leet the Hon. Sir Hedworth
Meux, M.P., and the Hon. Lady Meux, Sir F. Young-~
husband, and Mr. R. H. Benson. :

At Folkestone Lord Hardinge was met lg his
brother, Viscount Hardinge, the Hon. Mrs, Napier
' Sturt, and Colonel Aytoun. . The Mayor (Sir S. Pen-

fold), the Aldermen, and Town Councillors attended
in their robes. The Mayor said he had been requested
by Lord Harris to give him in the name of the county
a hearty welcome othh return, and in that welcome
Folkestone desired heartily to join. his suc-
cessful administration they trusted that would
enjoy a well-earned rest and that his yaluable
experience might again be available for the of
e N Iy, said

{ardinge, in v, said he thanked the Mayor
for his kindness in co:fw to meet him and axtendixz
tg him that hearty welcome. Kent had not been out
of his thoughts for a single day during the 5} years
he had been in India. He was very happy to be
back again. g

A POPULAR VICEROY.

The great merit of Lord Hardinge’s Vice-
royalty has been that he won quite early the
confidence and esteem of the people of India. The
movement in his favour began when he read-
justed the partition of Bengal. However opinions
may differ about that embittered controversy,
there can be no doubt that his decision gave
satisfaction to an important section of thé popu-

lation. Another of his earliest acts was to in-

augurate a great development of education, and
in course of time he almost doubled the educa-
tional expenditure. For this he received the
approval of the intellectuals, tempered always by
| disputes about method. The attempt to assassin-

Nr.é{_lf’._. vom }jf“u@/m,@ 1916

mewhat alarming upheaval of Mahomedan
feeling throughout India. The Mahomedans,
moreover, had never quite forgiven the extinction
of the new province of Eastern Bengal, on which
‘they had built so many hopes. Lord Hardinge
'went to Cawnpore, adjusted the local differences,
and stayed the criminal fproceedings against the
rioters. The spectacle of a Viceroy hurrying by
.special train to a distant city, reversing the some-
‘'what obstinate decisions of the authorities on
the spot, and in effect releasing a large number
of prisoners was nodoubt unconventional. Per-
haps it formed a precedent which should not
‘often be copied. There can be no doubt, however,
‘that it relieved a very dangerous tension, and it
had the incidental effect of producing a new
| warmth of feeling towards the Vieeroy among
'Mahomedans. But the episode must not in the
.least be regarded as having)impaired subordinate
authority, or as an effort to restore peace at any
price. 1t was not a mere concession to clamour.
There were many facts which never came before
the general public.

EMIGRANTS IN SOUTH AFRICA.

In November, 1913, Lord Hardinge made a
speech at Madras which angered South Africa,
left England a little bewildered, but gave him a
permanent place in the affections of the people
of India. Speaking of the resistance offered hy
Indians in South Africa to the Immigration law,
the Viceroy said :—

Recently your compatriots in South Africa have
taken matters into their own hands by organizing
what is called passive resistance to laws which they
consider invidious and unjust—an opinion which
we who watch their struggles from afar cannot but
share. They have violated, as they intended to
violate, those laws, with full knowledge of the
penalties involved, and ready with all courage and

atience to endure those penalties. In all this they

ave the sympathy of India—deep and burning—and
‘not only of India, but of all those who, like myself,
without being Indians themselves, have feelings of
‘sympathy for the people of this country.

In recent years no question had perturbed
India more than the disabilities endured by
Indians in the Dominions and the Crown
Colonies. The issue was an old one, but the in-
terest in it was modern. It probably arose in

from the warm desire of I‘ndi_a to take her
rightful place in the British Empire, not as a
supplicating dependent, but as one endowed with
rights and privileges of her own. The Madras:
; et with an extraordinary response, and
finally accounted for the great popularity Lord.
ardinge ever afterwards enjoyed. He had
touched the hearts of the lpeople, and thenceforth
they trusted him implicitly. Other Viceroys had
fought for the financial and administrative rights
of India, but here was a Viceroy who was willing
‘to champion in all sincerity the rights of the
people themselves. ‘ A
" A great new principle lay behind that simple
little speech. Whatever form the relations be-
tween Great Britain and India may eventually
assume, it is reasonably certain that future
Viceroys and future Governments of India must
more and more identify themselves with Indian

assin-
ate him at Delhi in December, 1912, ﬁl;:s de- ' interests, even when they seem to conflict at

meanour upon that occasion, and

claration as soon as he recovered gmduoed an
outburst of sympathy throughout India which
was never afterwards withdrawn him. To
the Imperial Legislative Counecil he said:—*1I
assure you and the whole of India that thig inci-
dent will in no sense influence my attitude.
will &ursm ‘without faltering the same policy in
the future as during the past two years, and I
will not waver a hair’s breadth from that course,”
His subsequent acts were in full accord with his

de- ' times with the policy of the Home Government.

1 must be truly Indian Governments, which
i i;es some change of spirit and outward atti-
m., It also implies a gradual lessening of
Whitehall control. The whole secret of the
ﬁm influence of Lord Hardinge acquired in
dia is that it was instinetively felt that he
was by conviction the forerunner of some such
gradual change. . y
THE OUTBREAK OF WAR.
Mhan war entddenly buret 1non the world in
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THE MESOPOTAMIAN
CAMPAIGN.

Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, accompanied by
his daughter, Miss Diamond Hardinge, returned
to London on Saturday from India.

‘There were present to meet him at Vietoria Lord
Farquhar (representing the King), Sir James Dunlop
Smith (reptesentinﬁ the Secretary of State for India),
Sir Arthur Hirtzel (Political ¥)s - Mr.
Kershaw (Revenue Secretary, India Office), the fol-
lowi representatives of the F ce: —
The Hon. Theo Russell (representing
Grey), Sir Walter Langley (Assistant Under-Secre-
tary of State), Mr. Oliphant, and Mr. Harold Nicol-
son ; Admiral of the Fleet the Hon. Sir Hedworth
Meux, M.P., and the Hon. Lady Meux, Sir F. Young-
husband, and Mr. R. H. Benson. :

At Folkestone Lord Hardinge was met lg his

brother, Viscount Hardinge, the Hon. Mrs. Napier
' Sturt, and Colonel Aytoun. . The Mayor (Sir S. Pen-
fold), the Aldermen, and Town Councillors attended
in their robes. The Mayor said he had been requested
by Lord Harris to give him in the name of the county
a hearty welcome o:}lhh return, and in that welcome
Folkestone desired heartily to join. After his suc-
cessful administration they trusted that he would
enjoy a well-earned rest and that his yaluable
experience might again be available for the sZtviw of

g Sy S0 I
{ardinge, in v, said he thanked the Mayor
forh‘.i.sxkindnesuincorep 2 to meet him and extending
tg him that hearty welcome. Kent had not been out
of his thoughts for a single day during the 53 years
©

he had been in India. He was very happy to b
back again.

A POPULAR VICEROY.

The great merit of Lord Hardinge’s Vice-
royalty has been that he won quite early the
confidence and esteem of the people of India. The
movement in his favour began when he read-
justed the partition of Bengal. However opinions
may differ about that embittered controversy,
there can be no doubt that his decision gave
satisfaction to an important section of thé popu-
lation. Another of his earliest acts was to in-
augurate a great development of education, and
in course of time he almost doubled the educa-
tional expenditure. For this he received the
approval of the intellectuals, tempered always by
| disputes about method. The attetn?t.to assassin-

ate him at Delhi in December, 1912, his de-
meanour upon that occasion, his firm de-
claration as soon as he recovered groduoed an
outhurst of sympathy throughout India which
was never afterwards withdrawn from him. To
the Imperial Legislative Council he said:—*1I
assure you and the whole of India that this inci--
dent will in no sense influence my attitude. I
will pursue without faltering the same policy in
the future as during the past two years, and I
will not waver a hair’s breadth from that course.”
His subsequent acts were in full accord with his
generous words. | o

In z::gux 1913, a petty dispute about the
courtyard of a mosque at Cawnpore produced a
riot in which the police fired upon a r n
‘mob, and many people were killed and wounded.
Wholesale arrests were made. The Balkan War
wasstill smouldering, and there was a great and

it 1916

somewhat alarming upheaval of Mahomedan
feeling throughout India. The Mahomedans,
moreover, had never quite forgiven the extinction
of the new province of Eastern Bengal, on which
they had built so many hopes. Lord Hardinge
‘went to Cawnpore, adjusted the local differences,
and stayed the criminal ‘proceedings against the
rioters. The spectacle of a Viceroy hurrying by
.special train to a distant city, reversing the some-
‘what obstinate decisions of the authorities on
the spot, and in effect releasing a large number
of prisoners was no:doubt unconventional. Per-
haps it formed a precedent which should not
often be copied. There can be no doubt, however,
‘that it relieved a very dangerous tension, and it
had the incidental effect of producing a new
| warmth of feeling towards the Vieeroy among
' Mahomedans. But the episode must not in the
.least be regarded as havingoimpaired subordinate
authority, or as an effort to restore peace at any
price. 1t was not a mere concession to clamour.
There were many facts which never came before
the general public.

EMIGRANTS IN SOUTH AFRICA.

In November, 1913, Lord Hardinge made a
speech at Madras which angered South Africa,
left England a little bewildered, but gave him a
permanent place in the affections of the people
of India. Speaking of the resistance offered by
Indians in South Africa to the Immigration law,
the Viceroy said :—

Recently your compatriots in South Africa have
taken matters into their own hands by organizing
what is called passive resistance to laws which they
consider invidious and unjust—an opinion which
we who watch their struggles from afar cannot but
share. They have violated, as they intended to
violate, those laws, with full knowledge of the
penalties involved, and ready with all courage and

atience to endure those penalties. In all this they
gave the sympathy of India—deep and burning—and
‘not only of India, but of all those who, like myself,
without being Indians themselves, have feelings of
‘sympathy for the people of this country.

In recent years no question had perturbed
‘India more than the disabilities endured by
Indians in the Dominions and the Crown
Colonies. The issue was an old one, but the in-
terest in it was modern. It probably arose in
part from the warm desire of India to take her
rightful place in the British Empire, not as a
supplicating dependent, but as one endowed with
rights and privileges of her own. The Madras:
s et with an extraordinary response, and
finally

accounted for the great popularity Lord.
Hardinge ever afterwards enjoyed.  He had
touched the hearts of the people, and thenceforth
they trusted him implicitg'. Other Vieceroys had
fought for the financial and administrative rights
of India, but here was a Viceroy who was willing
to champion in all sincerity the rights of the
people themselves. ; i ]
A great new principle lay behind that simple
little speech. Whatever form the relations be-
tween Great Britain and India may eventually
assume, it is reasonably certain that future
Viceroys and future Governments of India must
more and more identify themselves with Indian

| interests, even when they seem to conflict at
" times with the policy of the Home Government.
' They must be truly Indian Governments, which
implies some change of spirit and outward atti-
:}!Il].?e. It also implies a gradual lessening of
Whitehall control. The whole secret of the
eat influence of Lord Hardinge acquired in
dia is that it was instinctively felt that he
was by convietion the forerunner of some such
gradual change. :

THE OUTBREAK OF WAR.

When war suddenly burst upon the world in
1914 Lord Hardinge's influence in India,
honestly gained without any resort to specious
arts in which he was quite

iceless asset to the Empire.

unskilled, was a
price It is by this
standard, and not by the accidents of a cam-
paign amid the swamps of Chaldea, that he is
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entitled to be judged by his countrymen. The
swift and almost \mxvorsﬂ&;panﬂng of Indian
loyalty when war was dec was spontaneous
eno though it owed something to the
deepened spirit of loyalty to the vn resulting

from the King-Emperor’s visit three years
earlier. Y6t in the early days of the war, when
the Allies reeled under the fierceness of the
Ger{nan onpl%u'ght, it v;las fortm::lte that we had
in India a Viceroy who inspir neral con-
fidence and esteem. o -

There was another side to the picture durin,
the first: year of war. ile the princes an
chiefs ‘and the bulk of the people expressed
stedfast belief in the ultimate success of the
British }r{(;m_gg, many emissaries of disorder undﬁ\

anarchy pervaded the country. Mo o than one
lot financed by German gold waar&iscovex-ed
just in the nick of time. Gangs of conspirators
arrived from the Pacific coast of North America,
found their way up:country, and sought to
foment rebellion. For some time theuﬁunjsb
was rife with outrage and murder, and the
anarchists in Lower Bengal resumed their old
activity. In the Punjab there was even a con-
spiracy to bring about a general rising, which '
had for its central feature the seizure of the
Ferozepore Arsenal. Attempts were made in
almost every cantonment in India to subvert |
the loyalty of the Indian troops, always without
success, except in a few minor instances.

Lord Hardi dealt swiftly and vigilantly
with all these manifestations of disorder, which
at times were far more prevalent and sinister

 than England ever knew. He passed special
legislation for the prompt trial of offenders, and
80 it came to pass that even thee({mtential rebels,
whose prepa.rations had included the drafting of
a declaration of war, found themselves before a
prosaic. tribunal in Lahore. The Viceroy’s
subsequent clemency to many of the accused
ersons in the Punjab was severely condemned

y the bulk of the English community,

of whom it may be said that they
were not in possession of all the facts. These
sporadic outbreaks were not in the least typical |
of 'the general attitude of India, but they
caused much anxiety, and required and received ‘
stern treatment, tempered with mercy.
Canning was criticized for his clemency, as
LO;&-, Hardinge has been criticized. Both were
right.
THE MUDDLE OF MESOPOTAMIA.

In any sketch of Lord Hardinge's Vice-
royalty, however broadly drawn, disproportion-
ate attention must be given just now to the.
Mesopotamian campaign, because it is foremost
in the public mind. ‘When in November, 1914,
Lord Hardinge, with the concurrence of the
Home Government, began operations in Meso-
potamia, his intentions were clearly of the
most modest kind. With a single division he |
seized the important Turkish seaport of Ba.sra,l
saved the Admiralty oil refineries on Abadan
Island from destruction, and cut off the Turks
from access to the Persian Gulf. He went him-
self to Basra and to the advanced base at
Kurna, 50 miles further up the river, in the
following February. Had the operations
stop at that point, as was originally in-
tended, _British interests would have been
sufficiently served, and the subsequent un-
fortunate complications would not have arisen.

Never was there a more mournful example
of the way in which-a little overseas expedi-
tion is liable to develop into a great and costly
campaign. - Fresh bodies of Turks and Arabs
began to collect at widely separated points,of
the Euphrates, the Tigris, and in the neigh-
bourhood of the Karun River. The area was
in no senso a decisive one, and the risks were
obviously great. But though we should never
have left the districts accessible to sea transport,
the Mesopotamian force was increased to an
Army Corps, which before very long was waging

three minor campaigns at the three points of a

triangle. The command in Mesopotamia had
meanwhile to Lieutenant-General Sir

John Eccles Nixon, and under his direction

General Townshend advanced in September

to Kut-el-Amara, where he fought a success-

ful though somewhat risky_ battle, and occupied

the town. . ‘ ' ;
“WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE ?

Sir John Nixon gave as his reason for desiring
to take Kut that it was an almost impregnable

advanced base. It will nprobablv be held that

jn the end. But, Kut having been reached, Sir
John Nixon then proposed that General
Townshend should advance across the desert
to Baghdad. It is at this point that the unsettled
question of Lord Hardinge's share of re-
sponsibility arises. The question at present
in di'sgute is the apportionment of re-
sponsibility between Lord Hardinge and the
ome Government,and their respective military
advisers. Did the Home Government, anxious
to obtain a set-off for their failure at Gallipoli,
accept with eagerness Sir John Nixon’s
roposal to advance to Baghdad? Or did
ord Hardinge contribute his share of the
without marked pressure from

home ? :!he,verdict bvi turn upon |

. the evidence' of telegrams which are not yet |

public property.
MILITARY DEMANDS ON INDIA. |

Tt must be carefully remembered that two
separate issues are really, involved in the Meso-
potamian controversy. The first, which is
that of general responsibility for the Baghdad
advance, lies between Lord Hardinge and the
Cabinet. The second, which relates to the
breakdown of the medical arrangements, the
commissariat, and the river transport after the
battle of iphon, exclusively concerns the
Government of India, whose responmsibility is
acknowledged. Both these issues must, how-
ever, be examined in relation to the enormous
demands made upon the limited military re-
sources of India. In Great Britain we have
found ourselves gradually able to expand our.
military strength to an almost unlimited
extent. No such corresponding e ion has
been’ possible in India, although recruiting
for the native regiments increased considerably
after the war . The real cause of the
partial breakdown was that the military orga-
nization of India was subjected to a strain
which it was never intended to stand.

Soon after war broke out a certain number
of units of the Regular Army, stationed in
India, were sent to England, and a certain
number of Territorial units went out to replace
them. Roughly speaking, the balance remained
to that extent almost unaltered. Lord Har-
dingeatﬂwssxneﬁmeoﬁzredanArmyCorps
and a Cavalry Division (subsequently a second
Cavalry Division was sent) for gervice in France.
The Army Corps arrived at a critical moment,
and rendered useful service. - Had there been
no further demands on India there would have
been no breakdown.

The sudden & of Turkey as a com-
batant upset calculations at Army Head-

warters in India. An Army Corps was
sent from India to amia.. Very large
forces were sent to for the defence
of the Suez Canal, part. of these forces

gl iy 8 St B
the Indian Ocean to Hast i

Ca,

it hel, to save the Fmtec’wnte. He gar-
risonege%huriﬁns and Singapore, and actually
contributed one Indian battalion to the con-
uest of Cameroon. He landed a force on the
shores of Southern Persia for the protection
of British interests, He had to provide for
the defenice of Aden, where the Turks and Arabs
pressed vigorously. An Indian detachment
fought with the Japanese at Tsingtau. While
gending treops over half the globe, and keeping
them supplied, Lord Hardinge and the Army
Department had to watch the « North-West
Frontier with the utmest vigilance, and to
smite d and repeatedly whenever tho
tribesmen becams troublesome. There, were
se minor outbreaks on the North-West
F&er alone during the first year of the war.

The real fault was that far too much was
attempted. Lord Hardinge tried in all good
faith to help in wagihg war from the Bight of
Benin to Nerth , and from Y to the
Khaibar Pass. The surprising thing is, not
that there were such grave flaws, but that the
Army of India was able to do so much. Yet
this very di | of strength ought te have
prevented the Baghdad advance.

EXCEPTIONAL DIFFICULTIES.

Lord Hardinge’s Viceroyalty will not be
associated with any far-reaching legislative
changes, partly by reason of the exceptional
difficulties which ~beset him throughout his |
term of office. His first year was Ll_a,rgelz




from the King-Emperor’s visit three years
earlier. Yét in the early days of the war, when
the Allies reeled under the fierceness of the
Gerlman ongl%ru‘ght, it v;as fortunate that we had
in India a Viceroy who inspired general con-
fidence and ezmeemy ' e -

There was another side to the picture durin,
the first year of war. While the princes an
chiefs 'and the bulk of the expressed
stedfast belief in the ultimate success of the
British cause, many emissaries of disorder and .

anarchy pervaded the country. More than ane ;

lot financed by German gold was discovered
just in the nick of time. Gangs of conspirators
arrived from the Pacific coast of North America,
found their way up:country, and sought to
foment rebellion. For some time theu%unjsb
was rife with outrage and murder, and the
anarchists in Lower Bengal resumed their old
activity. In the Punjab there was even & con-
spiracy to bring about a general rising, which '
had for its central feature the seizure of the

Ferozepore Arsenal. Attempts were made in

almost every cantonment in India to subvert

the loyalty of the Indian troops, always without
success, except in a few minor instances.

Lord Hardi dealt swiftly and vigilantly
with all these manifestations of disorder, which
at times were far more prevalent and sinister

' than England ever knew. He passed special
legislation for the prompt trial of offenders, and
g0 it came to pass that even the potential rebels,
whose preparations had included the drafting of

a declaration of war, found themselves before a

prosaic tribunal in Lahore. The Viceroy’s
subsequent clemency to many of the accused

Eersons in the Punjab was severely condemned

y the bulk of the English community,
of whom it may be said that they|
were not in possession of all the facts. These
sporadic outbreaks were not in the least typical
of 'the general attitude of India, but they |
caused much anxiety, and required and received ‘
stern  treatment, tempered with mercy.
Canning was criticized for his clemency, as
Ifoxl‘ld.t Hardinge has been criticized. Both were
right.

THE MUDDLE OF MESOPOTAMIA.

In any sketch of Lord Hardinge’s Vice-
royalty, however broadly drawn, disproportion-
ate attention must be given just now to the.
Mesopotamian campaign, because it is foremost
in the h_c mind. ‘When in November, 1914,
Lord Hardinge, with the concurrence of the
Home Government, began operations in Meso-
potamia, his intentions were clearly of the
most modest kind. With a single division he |
seized the important Turkish seaport of Basra, \
saved the Admiralty oil refineries on Abadan
Island from destruction, and cut off the Turks
from access to the Persian Gulf. He went him-
self to Basra and to the advanced base at
Kurna, 50 miles further up the river, in the
following February. Had the operations
stop at that point, as was originally in-
tended, British interests would have been
sufficiently served, and the subsequent un-
fortunate complications would not have arisen.

Never was there a more mournful example
of the way in which-a little overseas expedi-
tion is liable to develop into a great and costly
campaign. - Fresh ies of Turks and Arabs
began to collect at widely separated points,of
the Euphrates, the Tigris, and in the neigh-
bourhood of the Karun River. The area was
in no senso a decisive one, and the risks were
obviougly great. But though we should never
have left the districts accessible to sea transport,
the Mesopotamian force was increased to an
Army Corps, which before very long was waging
three minor campaigns at the three points of a
triangle. The cormmand in Mesopotamia had
meanwhile to Lieutenant-General Sir |
John Eccles Nixon, and under his direction
General Townshend advanced in September
to Kut-el-Amara, where he fought a success-
ixlz]l t:mugh somewhat risky_ battle, and occupied

e town. . ‘ ]

“WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE ?

Sir John Nixon gave as his reason for desiring
to take Kut that 1t was an almost impregnable
advanced base. It will probably be held that
his reasoning was unsound, for even if General
Townshend had never gone beyond Kut he
would almost certainly have been beleaguered

faith to help in wi
Benin to N(p)rﬁh cﬁﬁ,

RNk i i Yt el R/ =
sponsibility arises.. The question at present
in di'sgute is the apportionment of re-
sponsibility between Lord Hardinge and the
ome Government,and their respective military
advisers. Did the Home Government, anxious
to obtain a set-off for their failure at Gallipoli,
accept with eagerness Sir John Nixon's
Eroposal to advance to Baghdad ? Or did
ord Hardi contribute his share of the
sanction  without marked from

home ? The verdict obviou

public property. !
MILITARY DEMANDS ON INDIA.

Tt must be carefully remembéred that two
separate issues are really involved in the Meso-

potamian controversy. The first, ich is
that of general responsibility for the Baj
advance, lies between Lord Hardinge and the
Cabinet. The second, which relates to the
breakdown of the medical arrangements, the
commissariat, and the river transport after the
battle of iphon, exclusively concerns the
Government of India, whose responsibility is
acknowledged. Both these issues must, how-
ever, be examined in relation to the enormous
demands made upon the limited military re-
sources of India. In Great Britain we have
found ourselves gradually
military strength to an

extent. No such co ‘ ion has
been’ possible in India, although recruiting
for the native regiments increased considerably
after the war . The real cause of the
partial breakdown was that the military orga-
nization of India was subjected to a strain
which it was never intended to stand.

Soon after war broke out a certain number
of units of the Regular Army, stationed in
India, were sent to England, and a certain
number of Territorial units went out to replace
them. Roughly sf)eaking, the balance remained
to that extent almost unaltered. Lord Har-

almost unlimited

and a Cawvalry Division (subsequently a second
Cavalry Division was sent) for service in France.
The Army Corps arrived at a critical moment,
and rendered useful service. - Had there been
no further demands on India there would have
been no breakdown.
The sudden & of Turkey as a com-
calculations at Army Head-
Indis. An_ Army Corps was
amia. Very large

for the defence

it hel to: save the th te. He gar-
risonegeghuriﬁns and Singapore, and actually
contributed one Indian battalion to the con-

uest of Cameroon. He landed a force on the
ghores of Southern Persia for the protection
of British interests, He had to provide for
the defence of Aden, where the Turks and Arabs

ressed vigorously. i
gought with the Japanese at Tsingtau.
gending treops over half the globe, and keeping
them supphied, Lord Hardinge and the Army
Department had to watch the '« North-West
Frontier with the utmest vigilance, and to

i and repeatedly ~whenever tho

tribesmen became troublesome. There, were
se minor outbreaks on the North-West
F&er alone during the first year of the war.

The real fault was that far too much was
attempted. Lord Hardinge tried in all good
war from the Bight of
and from Ypres to the
Khaibar Pass. The surprising thing is, not
that there were such grave flaws, but that the
Army of India was able to do so much. Yet
this very dispersal of strength ought te have
provented the Baghdad advance.

EXCEPTIONAL DIFFICULTIES.

Lord -Hardinge’s Viceroyalty will not be
associated with any far-reaching legislative

changes, partly by reason of the exceptional |

difficulties which beset him throughout his
term of office. His first year was largely
occupied in preparations for the reception of
their Majesties, and in the secret labour In-
volved in planning the new capital and re-

! ust turn upon |
the evidence' of telegrams which are not yet

able to expand our.

o at the same time offered an Army Corps
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Korrespondenzblatt der Nachrichtenstelle fir den Orient (Berlin)

4 Lord Hardinge im indischen Urteil.

(1018) N. O. Von der gesamten englischen und anglo-"
in}dischen Presse wird Lord Hardinge, der im Anfang
dieses Jahres sein Amt als Viceroy Indiens niederlegte,
als der bedeutendste Vizekonig gepriesen, der je die Ge-
schicke Indiens gelenkt hat. In merkwiirdigem Gegen-
satz dazu stehen einige Stimmen der indischen Presse,
denen um so mehr Gewicht beizumessen ist, als die

Knebelung der Presse Indiens kaum hinter der RuBlands

zuriickstehen diirfte. In richtiger Erkenntnis der Volks-
stimmung schreibt der ,Calcutta Englishman®“ in
ironischem Tone: ,Die Art und Weise, in der Lerd
Hardinge in seiner Abschiedsrede iiber die Selbstregie-
rung sich aussprach, wird fiir viele, die auf Grund seiner
friitheren Reden hofften, daB ihnen unmogliche Dinge
gewihrt werden wiirden, eine grausame Enttduschung
sein. Wir konnen es nur als einen Gewinn betrachten,
daB ihm, wenn auch erst am Ende seiner Amtstétigkeit,
die Erkenntnis gekommen ist und er den Mut hatte, es
offentlich auszusprechen, daB Indien noch weit davon
entfernt ist, fiir die Selbstregierung fihig zu sein.*

Was diese englische Zeitung als Gewinn ansieht, -

dariiber urteilt in anderer Weise die bedeutende in-
dische Zeitung ,, Amrita Bazaar Patrica“: Abgesehen
von einigen freundlichen Wiinschen hat Lord Hardinge
nichts hinterlassen, auf Grund dessen sich das indische
Volk mit Dankbarkeit seiner langen Regierungstitigkeit
erinnern konnte. Die Politik der Unterdriickung, die
unter Lord Landsdowne ihren Anfang nahm, erreichte

unter Hardinge ihren Hohepunkt. Selbst seine Be- .

wunderer konnen wohl kaum einen Akt seiner Amts-
titigkeit anfithren, der von wirklichem Nutzen fiir die
groBe Masse oder auch nur fiir die oberen Zehntausend
gewesen wire. Seine Aufhebung der Teilung Bengalens
oder, besser gesagt, die Wiederteilung hat

Schaden angerichtet als die Teilung unter Lord Curzon.“\
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(‘ Lo:dHardinge,

[ ver e&mﬂl%m eridyeint
burd) bie ijiingit e Wlidung des Be-
ridtes des Aus|dufjes gur Unterfudyung des mefo-
potamijden Feldbzuges ftart fompromittiert. Cc
hanbelt fid) hierbei um jenen verungliidten Bor:
ftop der Cnglinder (unter General Townshend),
der Cnbe April 1916 zur RKapitulation von Kut el
Amara fiihrie. JIn dem We:icht he Bt es u. a,,
vaB, iolange die Crpedition der indifhen Regieruny
unterjtellt war, die Bewaffnung, Ausriiftung und
Berpflegqung der Truppen wie iiberhaupt die gange

Borbereitung hodjt ungureidhend gemwefen fei.
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