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. in Rabinett Rey Hara in Japan.
| Droftmeldung™ ™
. Soubon, 80, Ceptember. |

Reuter erfihet, daf bas newe fepanifde RKabinett unter demd

Minifterprafidenten Ke ara, dem Fithrer der Sei-Du-Kale

Partei, gebildet wuvde, inifter des Yeufieven ift Viscount

: Udjida, Kriegsminifter General Tanale. Udmiral Kato Behilt dag
§ Marinepoctefenille,. fath e i) o)

Wwﬁa&u ftebt, ift vom Sanuar 1908
bis Su it Minijteeprifidenten Gajonii) Miniftes
des Snnern gewefen. Gt war Journalift und hat fidh vom Rebals
| ' teur sum Minifter emporgearbeitzt, Key Hara, der aud) in Paris
9 ftudiert Hat, begann feine journaliftifdhe Tatigleit an der ,Hodsh
| Ghimbun?. Als Graf Snouve im Jahre 1884 nad) Korea enbe
{ fandt wurde, begleitete er dicfem «als  Beitungsiovre[pondent,
3 Gpiiter wurde Key Hara Direltor der Hanbelsabteilung des Ause
| \ wirtigen Umts und itm Jahre 18956 BVizeminifter des Aeuficem,
! Gm folgenden Sahe: aum Gefandten in RKorea ernannt, entiagte
. Rey Hara diefem Amt Hald wieder, fehrie zum Journalismus gue
i tiid und gab bdie eitung ,Ofota Mainidi* herous, Marquis Jto
| Berief thn als BVerfehreminifter tn fein RKabineit, worauf er, wie
i ‘ | fdon erwdbhnt, unter Minifterprifident Cajonji [pdter Minifter
! bes Snnen wurde. Key Hat 1889 und 1909 BVerlin bejudt, /
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HARA'S FIRST WORK
S N NEWSPAPER PLANT

Takashi Hara was 65 years old. He
was born in Morioka on February 2,
1856, the son of a retainer of the daimyo
of Nambu. He was born a commoner
and remained a commoner all his life,
although more than once titles have been
ordered him. It was in the days before
Japan had public schools, and his early
education was from private teachers
from the neighborhood, as good as the

'limited finances of his famil)/’permitted.‘
He came to Tokyo as a young man to
seek his fortune, working at whatever‘
he could and completing his educationi
ias best he might. |
i He turned to journalism when journal-
ism was still in its infancy in Japan,
joining the the staff of the Hochi. He
followed Marquis Inouye to Korea as a|
newspaper correspondent in 1882 when
%Inouye was sent as special envoy. Later

he became an official in the Foreign
Office. He was consul in Tientsin, then
secretary and charge d’affaires in Paris.
There followed a few years of service
in the Department of Agriculture and
Commerce, rising to be Viee-Minister
of that department in 1895. In the

| following year he was Minister to Korea
and in 1897 he left official life to return
to journalism as chief editor of the
Osaka Mainichi.

When Prince Ito launched the Seiyu-
kai party in 1900, Mr. Hara was his right
hand man, which he continued to be as
long as Ito retained the leadership of
the party. The title of leadership of
the party fell to Prince Saionji after
it was relinquished by Ito, but Hara has
been the actual chief of the party for
more than a deeade. He filled his first
cabinet post in 1900, when he was named

. to succeed Hoshi as Minister of Com-
A munications. There was another in-
terlude of journalism, as editor of the
Osaka Shimpo, then a return to the|
cabinet, which he left with the fall of
the Seiyukai Cabinet in 1908.

In that year and the following he visit-
ed the United States and Europe. His
career for the next few years was un-
eventful, but he re-entered the Cabi-
net in 1913-14 as Minister of Home Af-
fairs. In 1918, after the fall of the Tera-
uchi Cabinet, he succeeded to the Pre-
miership after it had been held tem-
porarily by Prince Saionji for a brief
period. He had been the head of the
nation’s government for more than three
years when he was assassinated.

Mr. Hara is survived by his widow and
his adopted son, Mr. Mitsugi Hara, a
young man of 21, who left Japan two!
weeks ago on the liner Sardinia for
England, where he intended to enter
Cambridge Univarsity. A younger bro-
. ther of the Premier also survives, be-

sides numerous distant relatives.
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Tatafhi Hara.

%lchsto&wﬁm» jungen Fanatikers hat dem
el

eben eines der befdhigtsten japanischen Staatsminner
ein vorzeitiges Ziel gesetzt. Der ermordete Minister-
prasident Hara hat eine fiir Japanische Verhiiltnisse
ungewohnlich glinzende Laufbahn hinter sich. Er war
der erste hiirgerliche Premiepr Japans.

Geboren im Jahre 1856, trat er nach kurzen juristi-
schen Studien in den Redaktionsstab der GroBen
Tokioter Tageszeitung Hochi Shimbun ein, in deren
Auftrag er 1882 als Sonderkorrespondent in Korea
tatig war. Darauf finden wir ihn im diplomatischen
Dienst, und zwar zundchst im Auswiirtigeen Amt, dann
als Konsul in Tientsin und sehlieBlich als Sekretir und
Geschdftstriiger in Paris. Von 1892—1896 nahm Hara
wieder leitende Posten im Auswirtigen Amt in Tokio

~€in, war von 1896 bis 1897 Minister in Korea und

kehrte dann als Chefredakteur der Zeitung Mainichi
in Osaka wieder zum Journalismus zuriick.
Unter der Ministerprisidentschaft des Fiirsten Ito

~ war Hara kurze Zeit Verkehrsminister (Ende 1900 bis

Mai 1901). Ersterem leistete er wertvollste Dienste bei
der Organisation der konservativen Seiyu-kai-Partei,
in der er spiiter selber die unbestrittene Fithrung er-
hielt. Fiinf weitere Jahre waren wieder journalisti-
scher und parlamentarischer Tatigkeit gewidmet. In
der Zeit von 1906—1918 hat er mehreren Kabinetten
als Innenminister angehdrt, bis er im letztgenannten
Jahre als Nachfolger Terauchis selbst zur Fiihrung der
Staatsgeschiifte als Ministerprisident berufen wurde.
Hara schuf das erste Kabinett, das sich auf eine
grofle Partgi, ndimlich die bereits erwiihnte Seiyu-kai-
Partei stiitzte. Er galt nach der Times als der fahigste
lIlie'tdner, den das japanische Parlament hervorgebracht
at.

%

Von einem Missionar , der frither in Japan titig
war, wird uns zur Charakterisierung der Personlich-
keit Haras noch folgendes geschrieben:

. Es diirfte interessieren zu erfahren, daB der ermor-
dete japanische Ministerprisident Hara der erste K a-
tholik war, der diesen hohen Posten im Mikado-

_reiche bekleidete. In seiner Jugend schlof er sich
“gleich anderen jungen strebsamen Japanern einem
-Europder an, um sich fiir Dienstleistungen in europi-

ischen Sprachen und Verhiltnissen unterrichten zu las-
sen, Hara hatte sich dem vor zwei Jahren in Yoko-
hama verstorbenen Missionar Evrard aus dem Pariser
Seminar angeschlossen und leistete ihm die Dienste
eines Kochs und Laufburschen. Dafiir erhielt er Unter-

-Ticht in. der franzdsischen Sprache und in den christ-

lichen Wahrheiten. Er empfing auch bald die hl. Taufe
und dachte daran, sich dem Priesterstande zu widmen,
um als Missionar an der ' Christianisierung seines
Vaterlandes zu arbeiten. Diesen Plan gab er jedoch
wieder auf und widmete sich einem praktischen Berufe.

Die guten Kenntnisse der franzosischen Sprache, die
er sich im tdglichen Verkehr mit P. Evrard erworben
hatte, kamen ihm bei seinem Aufstieg sehr:zu statten.

. |- Er betdtigte sich zundchst als Ubersetzer und Dol-

meischer und wurde mit verschiedenen staatlichen

- Posten beauftragt, die ihn allmdhlich ins Ministerium

fithrten. ‘Als erster Biirgerlicher wurde er dann vor

" einigen Jahren zum Ministerprisidenten ernannt, Lei-

der machte ér-es wie so manche Emporkémmlinge in
Japan, die ihre rechtmdBige Frau, weil sie aus nie-
derer Herkunft ist, nicht meklir fiir ebenbiirtig halten,
sich von ihr trennen und eine andere heiraten. Aus
diesem Grunde konnte Ministerprisident Hara schon
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wieder leitende Posten im Auswirtigen Amt in Tokio
“ein, war von 1896 bis 1897 Minister in Korea und
kehrte dann als Chefredakteur der Zeitung Mainichi
in Osaka wieder zum Journalismus zuriick.
Unter der Ministerprisidentschaft des Fiirsten Ito
~ war Hara kurze Zeit Verkehrsminister (Ende 1900 bis
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Jahre als Nachfolger Terauchis selbst zur Fithrung der
Staatsgeschifte als Ministerprisident berufen wurde.
Hara schuf das erste Kabinett, das sich auf eine
grofle Partgi, nimlich die bereits erwiihnte Seiyu-kai-
Partei stiitzte. Er galt nach der Times als der fdhigste
Retdner, den das japanische Parlament hervorgebracht
at.
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Von einem Missionar, der friher in Japan titig
war, wird uns zur Charakterisierung der Personlich-
keit Haras noch folgendes geschrieben:

Es diirfte interessieren zu erfahren, daB der ermor-
| dete japanische Ministerprisident Hara der erste Ka-
' tholik war, der diesen hohen Posten im Mikado-
reiche bekleidete. In seiner Jugend schloR er sich
“gleich anderen jungen strebsamen Japanern einem
-Europder an, um sich fiir Dienstleistungen in europi-

ischen Sprachen und Verhiltnissen unterrichten zu las-

sen, Hara hatte sich dem vor zwei Jahren in Yoko-
hama verstorbenen Missionar Evrard aus dem Pariser

Seminar angeschlossen und leistete ihm die Dienste

eines Kochs und Laufburschen. Dafiir erhielt er Unter-
-Ticht in. der franzdsischen Sprache und in den christ-

lichen Wahrheiten. Er empfing auch bald die hl. Taufe
und dachte daran, sich dem Priesterstande zu widmen,
um als Missionar an der Christianisierung seines

Vaterlandes zu arbeiten. Diesen Plan gab er jedoch .

wieder auf und widmete sich einem praktischen Berufe.

Die guten Kenntnisse der franzésischen Sprache, die

er sich im tdglichen Verkehr mit P. Evrard erworben
hatte, kamen ihm bei seinem Aufstieg sehr:zu statten.
. |- Er betitigte sich zundchst als Ubersetzer und Dol-

,’ meischer und wurde mit verschiedenen staatlichen

- Posten beauftragt, die ihn allmahlich ins Ministerium

fithrten. ‘Als erster Biirgerlicher wurde er dann vor

“einigen Jahren zum Ministerprisidenten ernannt, Lei-

der machte ér-es wie so manche Emporkémmlinge in

Japan, die ihre rechtmdBige Frau, weil sie aus nie-
derer Herkunft ist, nicht mekr fiir ebenbiirtig halten,
sich von ihr trennen und eine andere heiraten. Aus
diesem Grunde konnte Ministerprdsident Hara schon
seit Jahren nicht mehr als Katholik praktizieren.

- Trotzdem machte ‘er aus seinem christlichen Bekennt-

. nisse keinen Hehl und leistete der katholischen Kirche

in Japan manchen guten Dienst. Als P. Evrard ein

-Jahr vor seinem Tode in Yokohama sein goldenes

-Priesterjubildum feierte, sandte der Ministerprisident

seinem ehemaligen Lehrer und Herrn seine Photo-

graphie mit einer Widt_nung. oo ol
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|  “HARA, FIGHTING
 BERAL

Career.

From The Peking Leader

that Mr. Takashi Hara, the murdered

the political game, and that he knew
supremely well when to compromise.
Usually such a reputation carries with it
a popular conviction that the man in
question is entirely without principles.

This was not the case of Mr. Hard,
Particularly since he became Premier,
the feeling has been growing steadily
in Japan that he was using all his poli-
tical skill in the battle of forward-look-
ing liberalism against the backward-
looking and militaristic conservatives,
and that he fought with a Toledo blade
which would bend when compromise was
necessary, but which did not break.

A character sketch of Mr. Hara which
won a prize in the Yorodzu’s contest last
spring voices what was the general feel-
ing about the Premier:

“With his position in society, he
would have been able to amass for-
tune, if fortunes he desired. If he
wanted to become a peer, he might
have had a title conferred on him
like Viscount Kato. But he has
something at heart which he likes
better than position or wealth. For
the sake of that something, he is
employing the wealth of others and
commanding to his service those who
hold high positions in society. Yet
for himself he never looks to wealth
or position, petty things. What is
it then that he likes? It is em-
bodied in the words: ‘To win.’”

To win, that is, not so much for him-
self, though doubtless personal ambition
played some part, as for the cause of
liberalism.

The Patriots of Meiji.

He trod no rosy path. It is easy to
criticize the men, most of whom are now
dead, who, with Prince Yamagata, by
setting. up a strongly centralized Gov-
ernment under the control of a small
group and based largely on the older

military organization, accomplished the .

impossible in taking Japan from fcuda-
lism to modern times in half a century.
It is easy, too, to point out that the
agressive policy which they pursued
made Japan a menace in the Far East.
.But we need always to remember that
these men were working not for them-
selves but for their country. Whatever
fault we may find with their methods,
we cannot impugn their sincere and
devoted patriotism.-

The difficulty is that they have not
been able to catch the spirit of the
newer day. Yet the prestige of their
service to the nation remains. and with

A Peking( Editor’s Survey of His Yamagata, with his long record of real|

Ever since he came prominently into|Statesman.
public life, it has been generally agreed

Premier of Japan, was a past master at she

it a large measure of actual control.
This it is which makes the fight for
liberalism in Japan peculiarly difficult
—and peculiarly embarassing. To eriti-
cize or oppose such a man as Prince

and constructive service, is to appear
unappreciative of that service and amaz-
ingly conceited in setting up one’s own
judgment against that of the wise Elder

The Need for New Leaders.

Yet if Japan is not to be wrecked, if‘
is to make that contribution to
international development of which she |
is capable, the battle must be fought. |
| The alternative is for these men, the
remnants of the militaristic group which |
carried Japan through splendidly for fifty
years, and their children in the spirit, |
to step out now that their task of mak-
ing Japan a first-class Power has been
aecomplished—as Washington stepped |
out when the United States was young.!
Of that last supreme service to their
country these men have not shown them-
selves capable. Therefore it is incum-
bent upon those who have a more modern
vision of what Japan’s policies should
be to force them if possible into the
position which they will not take of their
own volition. .

Mr. Hara recognized this as his task.
He became Premier by a notable bit of
political maneuvering in which the one
real liberal among the Genro—Marquis,
now Prince Saionji, virtually forced the
hand of his fellow Elder Statesman on
whose recommendation to the Emperor
Count Terauchi’s successor would be ap-
pointed. In 1920 he let the opposition
' party shout that the people of Japan
| wanted universal suffrage until that be-
came the one dominant issue, then called
their bluff by dissolving the Diet and
appealing to the people. In the elec-
tion which followed he secured a mate-
rially strengthened backing in the House
of Representatives. But more signifi-
cant is the fact that by his action he
went far to establish firmly the prin-
ciples that the final decision on vital
national issues must be made by the
people, and that the Government must |
rest on a majority in the elected House.

Hara and Siberia.

At various times Mr. Hara made pro-
mises—as to the withdrawal of troops
from Siberia, for example—which in all
probability he did not expect would be
kept, but which did much to create anta-
gonism against the militarists who pre-
vented their fulfillment. In so doing
he caused Japan’s reputation abroad to
suffer but he  dealt telling blows for
liberalism at home. .

Hara is gone. Who will be the next
'| Premier is not yet known. But in the
three years he held that office he so
'| changed the political conditions of his
|| country that a man of the old type
|| cannot be chosen.

The fight for liberalism will go on in}
Japan until it is won—a fight which in
a real sense is between one set of
patriots and another, between one group
' | of men who have caught a newer visio
and another of those who look on lif
through eyes whose focus was fixed
generation and more ago.

1927
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HOW MR. HARA DIED.

THE DIFFICULTIES OF HIS
SUCCESSOR.

(From our Correspondent in Japan,)

of the first remarks heard when the
Premier
Takishi (the Chinese character may be read

sonal and surnames, should have been stabbed
to death at railway stations. The other ill-!
l fated bearer of a concise name was Prince Ito,
{who was murdered at' Harbin station by a
fanatical Korean. (Perhaps it was this oco-
rincidence which cansed the first reports to
b lare that the murderer was a Korean.) -
4 If-.iba_tpmq-tk ;séems trifling and irrelevant
oiL & tragic.occasion, what are we o ‘think
of the account of how the murder itself came
th be committed? ‘The'murderer was a young
pointsman of nineteen who was in’ the hab
of . discussing politics with the assistant
stationmaster with- the desperate seriousuess
of youth. Naturally they were often ““agin
‘the ,@?vgppment:,” ! The ~poiritsman " one «lay
‘was. extolling the. great natjonal institution
of harakiri (hata, belly, and Fkiri, to cut).
iﬂﬁ’o ‘stationmaster | contemptuously  said,
‘ﬁ‘ﬁm,éwh?‘»'talk‘ of harakiri never do it.”
“But 1 will,” said the pointsman, and the
sext that was heard of him: was that he had
bbed, not his own hara, but Mr. Hara
(whoe name.is written with quite a differsnt
character, meaning a4 - plain - or  moor).
Nordau’s * “ Degeneration” is a discredited
ook to-day, but he discusses the influence of
’F;aﬂ ‘upon words on weak mindsin a manner
that . qggea’ts"th%c this foolish, pun may have
;ﬁu - contri utfd essentially =~ to the
November' 4, v

- "Hara ‘on the" futal night of Friday,
form at “To mur-

“just. entering the  plat-
derer thrust himself through the crowd and

o station - when the

plunged his knife into his body with such

atal accuracy that the point penetrated his
heart, and he died ,without a word or cry.
He was taken straight into the station-
‘master’s room, and, when it was found that
life was extinct, was placed again in his car
and taken to his liouse. It was a couple of
‘hours before tlic death was announced, in
order that there should be time for the Em-
‘peror to grant the-customary deathbed :
motions without theit being wholly post%lr::
mous. By nine o’clock the news was being
distributed « broadcast by ‘‘extras’ in the
most distant towns, having been transmitted,
as all news in Japan is, by telephone. The
next morning’s papers displayed large illus-
trations concerning the dead Premier ana
articles on the murder. And then an order
was sent round by the police that no méntion
of the assassination was to be made. It is
to be feared that few papers strictly obeyed
this injunction, even though it had been

robbed of nine-tenths of -its harmfulness by

n, Hara Kei, or Hara .

sither way), fell to an assassin’s knife was that Dor,
it was strange that the ouly two Premiers |
who have had one-character names, both per-

arriving several hours too late—they mastly
took the chance of a finé. But the embargo
was removed the next morning.

L ' Mr. Hara’s Position.

- The news, in spite of the irrelevant trifling
with words already referred to, was a great
shock to Japan. Mr. Hara had for some time
beén in the position of Mr. Lloyd George in
‘¥ngland. = There were many of those wlhi)
liked him least and yet said, ‘“But who else
is there??”  Mr. Hara is commonly referred
to as * the great commoner,” and it seems
0 have been a calculated pose with him. For
‘only did he always ref use titles during his
mey bt he loft instrictions in his will
‘they were mot to be accepted as death-

posthumous honours. . . By
ould; be difficult to describe the late
smier’s principles, for he was. famous even
in & political ‘school run on. purely bureau-
‘eratic¢” lines as an arch-opportunist. It was)
said that he seldom made a suggestion or took
‘other action than fo cope with difficulties as

| they. presentéd themselves... He was a man of

determined will and of commanding presence—
hard, cold, and unemotional: “He ruled his

subordinates  with a rod of- iron, but was|

generous and appreciative,-and; like the late
Prince Ito not in his end alone, he let others
furnish their nests while indifferent to money
himself.  He always professed the utmost
readiness to withdraw frém Siberia and
‘Shantung, but never made any move in either
direction, and it must remain a question,
perhaps even to his intimates, how far he was
‘o willing supporter of the militarist party, to
whoss demands he had acceded and to whose
dictation he had submitted in greater measure
than his seemingly weaker predecessors.

F A_ﬁ Masteriul' Bureaucrat.

© Simply as a civilian and a commoner, Mr.
(Hara passed for a democrat abroad. But
he was much more of the bureaucrat. He
was an inflexible opponent of the granting of
the franchise to all male adults—a demand
very vigorously pressed of late,—and he
affirmed quite openly his belief in the virtues
of the “class svstem”’ and his conviction
iof the inadvisability of allowing liberty of
thought. =~ However, he may have believed

ernment, and that good administration was
the one thing needful. = Perhaps it was for
want of principle that he did not achieve it.
Durinig his three years of office—an excep-
tionally long time for a Japanese Premier—
official corruption increased to an unprece-
‘dented degree. It is true, large plans have
been: prepared and sanctioned for ‘‘town
 planning,”’ but they are all matters for the
future—never, apparently, for the present.
Nevertheless, it was generally believed of Mr.
Hara that there was nobody else who could
carry on as he did. The Cabinet was ready
to fly to pieces at any moment, but a. few
[words from him would calm the fiercest storm.
| The next Premier must be as masterful as
Hara to liold the team under control, and he
‘must be as subservient as Hara to the
Gleneral Staff, and as clever in negotiating

that -only. fools contested for forms of gov-|’

with them. It needs a man of many parts

for that. 4
l | - e Y
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Das Besitztum des ermordeten Minister-
prisidenten Hara ist wvon .den Hinterbliebeqen seiner
Vaterstadt Morioka (Hauptstadt des Regierungsbezirks .Iwate
im Nofden der Insel Hondo) geschenkt worden. Es wird in
einen offentlichen Park verwandelt, in dem ein Denkmal des
toten Staatsmannes und eine Volksbibliothek errichtet werden

sollen.




