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“BLOOD AND FIRE”

hen I was a boy—many, many years

fowl, stitching it to' a black veivet beit
‘with tne words ‘“Skelefon Armmy -
cut out of white linen and> sewn
on either side of it. 1 was. quite
a hero among, my schoolfellows wien,
opening my coat, | displayed the adorn-
ment in the playground, and 1 was be-
sieged by anxious recrdits. This meant
that our brave little band vowed hostil-
ity to the .drum-beating, tambourine-
thumping squadrons who used ‘to parade
the streets shrieking sacredly-designed, it
somewhdat hysterical, songs, ,set %0
tunes which were then beiug sung in the
gutters. “Oh, Fred, tell them to stop,”
“Over the Gardem Wall,”” and songs o1
equal banality were very popular, and I,
and my Skeleton Army, armed with pea-
shooters, used to make it our business to
give the gutter evangelists a bad time.
We even carried our war into tlie eneffiy’s
vemple and made targets of the loud.y-
protesting penitents and ‘of those who in
the dim religious light of ‘the turntd-
down gasoliers, “crept for Jesus.” Fre-
quently I was discovered and placed on
the pave by red-ierseyed stalwarts. A
p divides these eairly methods of

| bave included in his book.

the Salvation Army from those employed
to-day. :
This reminiscence is the natural result

‘of reading: Mr. Harold Begbie’s caveful
life of William Booth, the founder of the
| Salvation Army, which is published in
two volumes by Messrs. Macmillan at 42s.

net. The volumes, which exiend to just
upon 1,000 pages, may be regarded as
fairly exhaustive. One feels that, per-
haps, ‘Mr. Begbie has made too much use
of the late General’s spasmodic nctes and
of his diaries, and has paid too little
attention to some of the incidents on his
tours, when the bona fides of his missien
had been proved and receptions by -Royalty
had indicated him as respectable enough
for entertainment by Lord Mayors and
Bishops. r
‘But. there is one portion of the book,
which, lemgthy as it is, onme would not
willingly forego. This is the part devoted
to the young and impecunious William

| Booth’s wooing of Catherine Mumiford

and to their voluminous correspondence.
To those who know the General only as a
militant Christian of the most aggressive
type, these beautiful and gincere missives
will come as argenuine surprise. = They
show the human side of the man more
than anything that Mr. Begbie could
And’ the
curious thing is that the correspondence
becomes more pronouncedly a love cor-
respondence many years after William
and Catherine had been married. »In’
the days of betrothal one detects a

| priggishness about the epistles which is

eminently typical of the period of “Sand-

ford and Merton ”—a desire to preach to |

aach other and to labour there deiestic
beliefs. =~ When the couple knew each
other better and realised each other’s
many values, .the religiously pedantic
‘was abandoned, and it is eadsy to see
that the writers had \become mates,
deeply attached to each other. Catherine
‘Booth became her husband’s guardian

| angel “and his wisest. mentor.

William Booth was born in Notting-
ham in 1829. Mr. Begbie, seeking after
‘dramatic eflect, rather labours the con-
dition of things in and about Notting-

| ham at this .pq_tﬁcn!a,{ time. H;1-a idea

ago—I remember polishing the femur o1 a |

fiery General as a pawnbroker’s assist-
ant? And then ‘came a religious uprush,
a conscious desire to live right.

Ho desired in his distracted boyhood *‘a
happy conscious sense” that he was pleasing
God,

| “I saw,” he avers, “that all this ought to
«bo, and L decided that it 'should be. It is
wonderful that I should have reached this
decision in view of all the influences then
around - me:’  His employer, a
“never ' uttereq a word to indicate that he
believed in anything he could not 'see, and
many jof my companions were worldly and
sensual, some of them even vicious.”

He ‘speaks of his instinctive  belief in God,
and gpes on to say, ‘I had no disposition to
deny my' instinets, which told me that if
there was a God His laws ought to have my
obedience anq His interests my eervice.”

Then follows a  characteristic sentemce: “I
felt that it was better to live right than to
live wrong; and as to caring for the interests
of others instead of my own, the condition of
the suffering ‘people .around me, people with
whom I had been so long familiar, and whose
agony seemcd to reach its climax about this
‘time, undoubtedly affected me very deeply.”

In 1844 the' conversion of Willlam
Booth is recorded. He determined, to.
nse his own words, to “go in for God.”
He and William Sansom began a friend-
ship in' religion. - Says Mr. Begbie:~

_Bome time after William Booth’s conver-
sion, these two youths were attracted by the
friendless condition of a poor old withered
beggar-woman who shuffled about the streets
in horrid rags, endured the mockery of street
beys, suffered the persecution of Nottingham
“lambs,” and slept in - doorways or under
hedges—a grotesque parody of womanhood.
‘William Booth must have seen her a dozen
hundred times before his onversion, for she
was & character of the streets; but it wae
not until after his conversion that her
deplorable destitution, the infinite pity of her
forlorn and friendless state, appealed to his
compassion. He determined to rescne her
from this state, and consulted Will Sansom
as to the best way of ensuring her welfare.
Then they went about among their: friends,
collected money, took a litile cabin, furniched
it, and installed the old ‘woman within,

| mmaking provision for her support. The most

*wretched creaturs, the most ridiculed
neglected of all Nottingham's miserables
moved the heart of William Booth to com-
passion, and upon such an one as this he
nn.d_o his first experiment in ‘social work.

Soon .after taking up religion serwausty,
aJt.hqug‘hrstill a pawmnbroker’s assistanytl;,
William Booth began to preach 1 the
Nottingham slums. Tor several ‘years
the young man laboured, doing much
good among the poor and moulding his
chgracter in readiness for the great
things of the future. He then weni to
London where, although he had a long
battle with unemployment, his faith
never deserted him. Curiously enough
he could obtain work nowhere but with
& pawnbroker with whom he began to
earn his living in Walworth.

&oor.x afterwards Willidm Booth was
speaking in the London streets and his
work brought “him into communiecation
with & Wesleyan named Rabbits, a boot-
'maker—shops bearing his name are still
scattered about London. Rabbits had so]

an

. comparative affluence,

Unitarian, |

1

‘

’

ave made money and lived in
but then he would
‘have to piay the traitor to his God.. And
all “the while children — ever-welceme
children—kept coming and making ‘the
prodlem more acute.

In the early ’sixties he broke away
from the Metoodist movement and 1o
'a decade carried aleng revivalist work
on his own lines. ;
| In- 1878 he started the Balyation
' Army, although it was originaliy called
The Mission. Associated with him was
the late George Scott Kaiiton, wiio alter-
became Commissioner 1o tue

ight h

walas
Army,
Bramwell—the present General. 2

| The adoption of tne naine “salvation®

| might be ascribed to inepiration. Rail-
'ton had written an  article on
the new - organisation and was
reading it to William Booth

and Bramwell. “We are a volunteer
terrupted.  ‘ Volunteer!” he cried.
“ Here, 1’m not a volunteer. I’'m a. regu-
lar or nothing!” William Booti, who
had been walking up and down the
room, stopved at this interiuption,
studied his son for a moment, and then,
coming to the table, leaned over the
shoulder of the future Commissioner,
and, taking the pen, scratched out the
word * Volunteer,” substituting for it
the word “ Salvation.” 1

The new Army attracted many con-
verts and excited much hostility. Organ-
ised attacks, promoted by the liquor in-
terost, were frequent, and - many a
“ soldier ”—male and 1lemale—found
themselves in hospital as a ‘result of
these undesirable attentions. Sometimes
his followers went too far for the Gen-
eral and he had to protest against the
hysterical tomfoolery and against such
ceremonies as  creeping for Jesus ™'~
ceremonies which caused a charge of
immorality to be levelled against the
Army.

There were some formidable eritics
of the methods of the Army, from Pro-
fessor Huxley, who for once in a way
found . himself lined mp with high dig-
nitaries of the Church, to magisterial
benches all over the country. But the
Army, with its early Christian methods,
continued to make progress and to in-
terest itself in schemes- for the better-
meat of the poor. One reads wi_hh feet-
ing of the sufferings of the General at
the thought of outraged childhood. . He
often flung his food from bim and
refused to eat when the thought of
starving children came into his mind.
Shelters and hosetels began to spring up
and the work of the Army to extend

and Amstralia.
General’s power as an organiser made
itself felt. - Farm' colonies, industries,
the “ War Cry,” and other activities
grew up to show how vital a foree had
taken world-root. Yet the ‘Ge\neral was

army,” he read. Young Bramwell in- |
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and the General’s son, -young

as far afield as America, Africa, India
It was then that the



Priggisiiness apoul ine episues wilch 15
eminently typical of the period of “Sand-
ford and Merton ”—a desire to preach to
each other and to labour there deiestic
beliefs. When the couple knew each
other better and realised each other’s
many values, .the religiously pedantic
was abandoned, and it is easy to see
that the writers had 'become mates,
deeply attached to each other: Catherine
Booth became her husband’s guardian
| angel “and his wisest. mentor.

William Booth was born in Notting-
ham in 1829. Mr. Beghie, seeking after
dramatic effect, rather labours the econ-
dition of things in and about Notting-
ham at this particular time. Hig idea
|is to show what influences climatie,
labour and religious troubles may have
had on the childhood of the future
revange-list, but one feels that the author
in straining at this camel has only swal-
lowed a gnat. William Booth’s father
was a hard, taciturn, unemiotional
‘churchman, with a contempt for Metho-
ists and Nonconformists. His mother
Was appar ; of Jewish origin, a
i hypothesis supported by her name, Mary

| As a boy Willism Booth was head-
| strong and passionate. I don’t know
whether an old lady, interviewed by Mr.
Begbie, is drawing on her imagination,
{when g¢he tells us thet his favourite
|game was “soldiers,” and that he was
aways known as the “Captain.” If not,
"the coincidence is curious, just as cur-
jous as the fact—imparted by another
‘of Mr. Begbie’s, informwnts—that the
future organiser of the Salvation Army
was always known as the ‘“General.”
His first introduction to religion was
“in his school days. Once, while play-|
ing in the street, he arvested the atten-

tion of a lady and  gentleman, who
turned to look at him. He frequently
saw them after this and invariably

noticed that they regarded him with
some show of affection. Ome day th'ey
stopped and spoke, to him and Pold him

that he greatly resembled their
dead son. They acked him to
their house, and with his

parents’ permission, they took him to
chapel. They were Wesleyans. Lr.
Begbie records the General’s reminis-
cence of those days. “My religious
training was nil,”* but he maintained
that. attendance at this chapel 'made
some slight ifpressions on him

My religious traiming,” he says, “‘was nil”;
ang - lie adds that attendance at this chapel
made some slight impressions upon khim, bub
nothing more, ¥ :

Then# came an event that did - with
every thought sabout religion, The in
8 m e precipitated his father’s ruin.
The family was plunged into poverty. “The
purpose of making me & gentleman,” says

William Booth, “was defeated.” He was taken
away from school and sent into business, He

was thirteen years of age.
To the end of his days William Booth could
seldom bring himself to speak freely of his

first sequaintance with business life. There
is no doubt that the memory was a sad onme.
He shunmed it. In all his writings I can
find no direct referemce to the nature of his
employment. He speaks always of '‘a busi-
ness,” or of “a trade,” never once can he
force himself o say outright that the business
to which  his father apprenticed him was a
pawnbroker’s. Ang yet there canmot be amy
doubt at all that it was the -associations of
| this business which had a determining effect
upon his a life. He became deeply
acquainted with the misery of uther people.
There had been misery emough 1 his own
childhood, but it was a form of misery which
isolated him from the world. He felt his
position, and knew that his parents endeav-
oured to hide their poverty from their neigh-
bom,A Bl ‘Sh;iugh all the neighbours were

Tesp 5 perous, they alone poor
and m;mgﬁng. (B;lt now hﬂegil;;rned tha.:
AN er 8 were’ agnins
povez‘ty, and pzef:'p to know thq,tg suffering
and sorrow, deprivation and shame, positive
penury and positive want, drag their net in
s wide sea of human misery.

In William Booth’s fourteenth year
acquaintance with the Chartists made
him a hot reformer. This time he was
living in comparative poverty—a posi-
tion engendered by the death of his
father—and helping his mother, who had
opened a smallware shop, by working in
a pawnbroker’s. Can one imagine the

PUWVAIVITM AWVRLY AWVEUV.

SV dal B0 aacll

WULIW=LUO V. WP VIR | NNORDS S - e

Life of William Booth,”

GENERAL BOOTH'

An unconventional portrait of the great evangelist, from * The
which- is published
Macmillan, ‘

by Messrs.,

5

mﬁdxeonﬁdenminBooththathemb—
sidised him for thirteen years at a pound
a week! so that he might preach the

The General Mﬂumt the first day
ofhisf:eednm,Aprﬂw,m.mhu
birthday, i and was the
day on which he

who -afterwards beeame my wife.”

At first the couple, each equally at-
tached to the other, debated as to’ whe-
ther their friendship ehould be platonic
they should become actually
-eng: _ Mheir correspondence at this
period is interesting.
entirely without means,
trothed to a girl more fort\}nately ‘pl-a‘oed
than himself and of superior education.
Marrviage seemed far distant. William
Boothhasleﬁamo:ddth:gtmed
doubt and dificulty, from which I ex-
tract the following:— :

remarkable way
- mgr mﬂtﬂ'. college and become
a OCongregational minister, But_ after leng
waiting, several examinatione, trial mermons,
ang the like, I was informed that om the
completion of my training I should be ex-
pacted to beliove and preach what is known
as Calvinism. After reading a book which
fully explained the doctrine, I threw it at
the wall oppesite me, and said I would soomer

starve than preach such doctrine, ome
feature of which was that enly 2 ,select few

ocould be sav

My littla stock of money was exhansted. I
3 I gave tho last née 1

had in the world to a poor n whose

Asughter” lay dying; but within o week I

received # letter hriﬁng‘ me to the echarge
of a Methodist Ciremit in Lincolns “and
from that fime my difficulties of that kind
became much less serious. e

William Booth’s early married life
was a continuous battle against poverty,
which was directly due to the sineerity
of his convictions, Had he chosen he

-~

lovewibhbhepmcionsv‘nm‘

L “ Both were

always the evangelist, as the fellowing
extract indicates: ;
Barly in the following year William Booth
took Cecil Rhodes and Lord Lech to see the
Farm Colony at Hadleigh, This wae in May,
1898. It seems that William Booth was
dee»yip;rhrbedbythoﬁhﬁdnimiﬁnh

tural affairs,

The secretary says of these mctable visitors:
Jy interested, immensely im-
ttle surprised by what they

Pross! and no
saw, 2 ily."” But General

Rhode-eq;odl x

Booth was i other things, and on
h.u way bm«» in the railway car-
riage he put his band upen the arm of Cecil
Rhodes, and said to him: “I1 want to speak

3 ” made
answer: “ Well, General, it’s not quite so well
with my soul as I could wish.” *“ Do you
pray-* inguired the old man. “Sometimes;
rot quite so often as I should.” " Will you
let me pray with you—now ” ““Yes.” ' ILord
Toch turned his face away, amd looked omwt of
the window. William Booth and Cecil Rhodes
knesled down together in the rsilway ocarriage,
and the Salvationist' prayed that God wonld
guide, direct and eave ‘the soul of the Bouth
African Cologsus. When they rese from their
knees, Rhodes took the hand of William Booth,

end eaid to him: “I hope you will continue
to pray for me.” - .
Tho desth of 3t AN PR

was a terrible blow to the General, but
it only caused him to plunge,more deeply
in his work. He answered those who
accused him of livaing in luxury at the
expense of the Army by throwing open

\the aecounts of the Army to an ap-

poiited commission of investigation,
and it was proved that the General and




and richly prosperous

' oz ﬂxo shul;wa %?“m-rm

|

|

pa
X es~d inta th ~world stubbornly bs. || ™
Yool Ml sirar A R t Salvation |

| Army in the fature.

has lwxge thmx}y lived on less than ﬂbﬂo

ayyear and that this was derived frem

hhe sala of his books, ete. !
6 Gonieral Booth turned his eyos‘.:
on South “Africa. Says Mr. Beghbie:

F dreams that entered the ‘mind of
Genet;ul in old age were dearer o his a&::
tin or became more fibred into his ambi
than the dream of a vast- Salvation Army /iol-
ony in "Rhedesa. tt was s dream which fore-.
shadowed /the fulfifment of that otber and far
greater dre-;:, bg” e%mv;?tlbn of“ nthintbrd'
Qur. patriarc iev .
lantation of humanity in mtm;uis, a pm
&on scientifieall, 1y

9 i
directeds and secient..cally dmlgped, he could ||

‘arrest and capture the attention of the whole

world, It was lm belicf that mankind mﬁ?
d he was eof-
epberdmg - an Sod

ordered. Ku‘tuitb in diwuhne plu“&!{l’
aﬂaoﬁem was unhounded.
could make masses of peopwﬂb sﬁﬂi h&y
The year 1906 mtnesseﬂ; ?n.g tﬁﬁ ef}
“mmnm

te of th

substance of accomplished
uMn L:" l:{flp of this idea. Sﬂ?b m}
o n:maa “statesmen. ' We shall

tes
mﬂn w& last days of his life he |

muriahed this -brave droaa tna never wholfy
desrafred of its realisatio One must np-
pose that he often rriev& over it in thess
ﬂnul days of his blindness and in,

| *ﬁzlsing on their respective
 bowed

some day a . u-im
A flag would fly in EKh
bappiest commaunity under b.ven
‘Two years later General Booth nntodJ
this connf:ry, and he made’ thn foﬂqmnq
entry in his ‘diary: : |
‘Mr. Abe Moymhmhkhmhlh}
ma cent mansion
lunch [ had a long falk with' him
respecting ithodesian ' affairs.
deenly interested amd under the ngpedﬁon
that everything was settled, and tha

Lto visit Rhodesia and inaugnurate the

He was very vexed to find that the thin, was 1
still in the air, and immediately elb'eg
Jameson, mying, in substance, that H
in the coun‘'ry made it unpentxve that thil'
matter should now be brought an issue,
Kitching (the General’s dero&od secretary) ‘had
had more talk with Mr. Bailey, who came in
affer I ‘had retired, and he expresses himself
most emphetically as to ‘lm going to hdp m

In thoseﬂa,w
General had become the w
of the nghfq On his world tours and

~h15matortoum—hemmof&oﬁm
‘| to use the motor for travelling

et ottt
to secure him as honoured -
EveaﬂhoBmkop, whght one time we;
reckoned among his most t
enemies, were honoured bohouuliim,;
A member of his staff has W.W
|

visit to Dr. Perceyal, Bishop of ' Here-
ford : ¥ ; ‘

I left him eating his
roast apple and driahmt ;
the antique dining-! w&h the
ters which were very

H prepared his
 ho be.
the fact that he had a

1 found him |-

the m'weh-ehﬂdered! oth
elcome guest 3

;l; t‘;; 7!‘!"0!!‘0" ) ] rmm ‘the room,
I did so I foula ﬂuu two
% m.u nsier forget the earnestness depi

on hoth their faces as they pleaded with -
the ealvation of the people “for

L
=

stood . with

| . Presently General
| looking xnfom:ha Bkbn,f;“
:m eaid: My
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WILLIAM BOOTH.

e R an

“It is perhaps out M&,'w’hy should it be?—to refer in a
purely class paper_such as this, to the religious and social work of General
Booth and the immMense organization that he, almost alone, has been the
means of crea:ting.”—The Mining World, London, Dec. 1906.

The above ptatement was written six years before
the deatt of the founder and General of the Salva-
tion Army ig 1912, when he was still directing and
extending its largest operations. We have now in
‘| the authoritative story of his life the means of for-
mulating a real estimate of the work and character
of the man who was the most worthily distinguished
of the men of the XIX century.*

It has lgng been remembered that when William
of Orangeg died\“the little children cried in the
streetsy”’ en'William Booth was buried “the
densesiﬁu@ ever seen in the streets of London
gathere ]z whole traffic of the city ceased for
| thefe was mourning by thousands of
g ad children in nearly every country

_ Sixty-thee years before, a youth of 20, without
“friend€¥nd penniless, he had come to London driven
by the necessity of earning bread emough to keep
body and soul together. Though his father had
tried to maintain the home of a gentleman, the fam-
ily had sunk steadily and the lad had long struggled
with penury and had lived among the outcast and
the poor. He had come to differ from the people
about him only in that he had an unconquerable
faith in the power of the Spirit of God to save the
| lowest and worst of men, and that he had a love
for men that knew no limits and was inexhaustible.
The more it was drawn upon the richer and fuller
its flow.

The work of the Army he organized and led ex-
tended around the world, creating everywhere its
own staff and file, and in time embracing every form
of philanthropic agency—hospitals, shelters, farm
colonies, emigration offices. He looked upon these
as so many agencies and channels by which the sav-
ing grace of God could reach and change the hearts
of men, and by which the love for the worst and
neediest which filled his heart and animated the
men and women he led, might reach the world.

The condition of the early Victorian world is dif-
ficult to picture. A great war had waged through
the opening years of the century and another was
threatening. The gulf between the rich and the poor
was deepened, and the rush for wealth was intense.
Suffering and want were kept out of sight, and when
recognized, sentimentalized about with little or
nothing done to relieve them. TFoundations were
slowly and painfully laying for better things, but
“the general condition of the English people was one
of frank materialism and aggressive complacency, a
condition in which the ‘obese platitudes’ of respecta-
bility were accepted as the highest wisdom and the
unspeakable miseries of the poor were regarded as
the judgments of God or the inevitable fruits of po-
litical economy.”

A new scientific philosophy was launched upon
the world which made both progress and existence
to turn upon “the survival of the fittest,” which
made inevitable the pessimism of Nietzsche and the
reasoned despair of Henry Adams, and culminated
in the war which has threatened civilization and
till holds the world in boundless confusion.
William Booth was not a philosopher. He had re-

* The Life of William Booth, _by Harold Begbie. Macmillan. 2 vols. 1920.
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ceived salvation as the gift of God through Jesus
Christ; he accepted and believed his Gospel with
all his heart; he quickly grasped as its central
truths God’s power to save, and God’s love for men,
and he was convinced that it was his duty to make
known to other men the love that had saved him.
He tried in every way to persuade the churches that
this was their most important message and their
chief task. He was conservative in his spirit; he
would not antagonize the churches or create another
denomination; only step by step was he led to or-
ganize and develop the Salvation Army as a body
of Christians having the same faith and animated
with the same purpose.

He suffered bitter and prolonged persecution.
He and his followers were mobbed, and stoned and
even arrested, throughout the cities and towns of
England. He was persistently accused of every
variety of wrongdoing by men in high position. The
church in the person of some bishops, and the scien-
tific world, with the lead of Professor Huxley, made
bitter and specific charges, not one of which was
sustained, but which were endlessly repeated.

He was always in need of funds, the work con-
tinually enlarging far beyond his resources, and he,
his family and his followers living on the scantiest
supplies. But confidence in him and the Salvation
Army steadily grew. No new task, in time, seemed
too great to be undertaken, until his heart and his
efforts reached out for the world and he discovered
that every form of humanitarian helpfulness was a
way to his ultimate goal of the world’s redemption.

He suffered all his life from ill-health which at
times threatened him with complete disability and
against which he continually had to fight in order
to go on with his work. His wife, whom he loved
with a consuming devotion, who was intellectually
his superior, and who became the “Mother of the
Army,” and upon whom he continually leaned, was
taken from him at the end of a long and distressing
illness, through which he devotedly nursed her while
carrying forward his work. He had to take auto-
cratic control of the Army as the only possible
means of securing its unity and fidelity to the truths
in which and for which it existed, and then to bear
the obloquy that this personal control involved.
‘While his children were utterly loyal three of them
eventually withdrew from him on this issue. It
was one of his heaviest blows, but not a word of
reproach escaped from him and he was able to con-
tinue his successful policy to the end.

He traveled necessarily from one country to an-
other with the extension of the Army. He lived to
be the honored guest of kings and queens and leaders

of men everywhere, while his welcome by the people |

was everywhere unparalleled.

The wonder is that from first to last no success or| -

failure seems to have affected the simplicity of his
character or qualified his absolute devotion to his
Lord and his complete consecration to his task. On
his death-bed the one promise that he exacted from
his successor was that he would get together a suit-
able group of officers and unfurl the flag of the
Army in China. Almost his last words were, “The
homeless children. Oh, the homeless children!” As
he had seen them in every land they had come to be
the great burden on his heart.

With the years his mind had enlarged until “by
the phrase ‘save the whole world,” he meant the sal-
vation of men and women and little children, par-

ticularly little children, from the earthly punish-
ments of wrong living, from unrest as well as from
poverty, from torpor and lethargy and disquiet, as
well as from squalor and pain. He yearned after an
erring humanity. He longed for a heaven on earth.”

Gradually his sight failed until he became entirely
blind. He tried to keep on with his work. He
seemed to have always the vision of the world in its
need in his mind. “I can’t rest. I can’t rest,” he
would say. “They won’t let us even go into the
prisons.” Nothing could alter his conviction that
“if the means ordinarily employed for the convie-
tion of sinners were brought to bear upon the hearts
of men there is hope for every one of them.”

So he lived and died. He was denied burial in
Westminster Abbey, where Charles Darwin is bur-
ied. He established no new sect or doctrine or or- .
der. He proved by actual and visible evidence
among every people in every land that the Gospel
of Jesus Christ as setting forth the redeeming grace
of God can save the souls and renew the life of any
man, however sinful or however sunken and de-
graded. And he left an immense number of men
and women raised up in every land pledged to bear
testimony to that truth and to make it their chief
business to bring it home to men’s hearts.-

In the struggle to end war and to deliver the
world from its distress William Booth has brought
to the front the great truth of the Christian cen-
turies, and in the hour of our need has established
anew and around the world the Gospel of a Divine
Love so great that it is hard to grasp. and of an in-
vincible Hope for every man.

The missionary impulse of the Chrlstlalf churches
to reach the world that was kindled anew in the
nineteenth century, has been made urgently avail-
able, both at home and abroad, and in both diree-
tions brought home to the hearts of men of good-
will as the power of God which will save the world.

—
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’ §umm 100, @cburistag bon iliam Boorh
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Bon Rarl G

St Jabre 1865 ftand im Often Londons, in dem gefiirdytetiten
Stadtteil der Erde, in Whitehapel, ein grofer, Hagerer Mann
mitten swijden Verbredjern, Dirnen, Schaubuden, Karufjeld und
Sdnapsgeltenn und fprad) su einer gottentfrembdeten, fpottenden,
joblenden Menge von Erlofung, Evigleit, Simde und von den
tiefiten S'Dm%en b23 Qebens. €3 mwar der junge Prediger William
Booth bon der ,neuen methobiftijhen BVereiniqung”. Ihm ivar
e3 bie herbjte Enttaujdhung geme en, daf man thn, den ;Imlt& Bex-
mahlten, in dber Bejaulidhfeit des Dienjtes in einer & lichert
®emeinde hatte belajjen wollen, in einer anbeimelnden Hiuslic
feit, o ihn bie anhanglidhe Liebe feiner @emeinbemitgeltebet bor
@nttauid&mghen betoahrte. = Aber er twollte nicht bit;_{e {hauliche
Rube. €3 beunrubigte ihn bi8 zur Herben Gewifjensqual, daf
e8 in England Stdtten in Fiille gab, wo feine Arbeit notiger ge-
efen foare. Und Lomgtrg er mit l'einet jungen frau bem bor:
nenbollen in umpf Londbonsd, in irt{Haftlihe Un-
fidherheit, in ebensggnabr, in Ddrtefte Arbeit und Entfagung.
Aus dem dunfeljten land wollte er die Bermworfenften un
Aermjten gu edlem Menjdyen- und Chriftentum uriidfithren. Und
e gelang thnt und feiner Frau tatjadlidh, Bfade in den Mo
taYt Londons gu bauen, ja, Brejhen in den Sumpf der
Welt zu bredjen.

Das Leben Ddiefed bielumfampften Mannes, bder bverfpottet
und perhaft, geliebt und verehrt war mie feltent eine andere teli-

idfe Perjonlidyfeit, bedarf bdes :eli%wien und fozialgejdhichtlichen
%mte_tgmnbes. Booths Jugend fiel in jene Beit, von der John
ustin jagte, bdaf bdie aéen, objdjon gefdhivdrst von Raud),
euer und Kohlen, auf der Strafe vor Kalte {tarben, und obivoh!
te_taub wurden bon dem Saujen der Spinnrdder und dem Geq
taffel der TWebjtithle, feine Rleider befagen, und dag fie verhun-
?'erten, weil fie fein Brot hatten, obwobl in den Lindern engs
tiher Bunge Millionen von Morgen in reifem, goldenen Getreide
wogten. €3 ar jene Beit, bon der Ehamberlain beridytet, dag
bad feben nie Iupuridjer aber aud) dad Elend nie groger und
Bafter und BVerbredjen nie audgedehnter waren. AE befonders
troftlod merden die Berhaltnifie in mottingr?am, der Geburtsitadt
Booths, gefdildert, das al3 Statte der egften blutigen Arbeiterftreils
befannt ift. Dort unter ben Aermiten, in einem ber elendeften,
moderigiten Winlelhaujer wuds Booth auf, naddem fein BVater,
ein Bauunternehmer, feinen gangen Wobljtand in dern unglitdliden
%etfoetpa[miﬁen vecrloven Datte. Mit 13 Jabren war William
ooth in die Behre gu einem Tudhindler gefontmen. AIS %%nf-
?el;niabriger fam er durd) Bufall in einen Gottesdienit der ,TWes-
epaner”, Sdhon lange hatte er bie Ralte und [eere und Tatferne
der bamaligen anglifanijden Staatslive empfunden, deren BVers
auperlidung {pridwortlid) wurde, Die inneren und dueren Nite,
de die moderne Entwidlung mit fid bradyte, und der falfe
Yormenbienft, den bdie anglifantjhe Kivche ihnen entggeniteﬂte,
tefen bdie bielen Seften entjtehen, bor allem dad Qudfer=
tam und den Methodisdmus John Wesleys. Booth ourde
ergriffer bon ber Warme, Herzha ﬂ?!eit untd Lebensna der
methodiftijhen Gottesdienite {hlof fich bdex met!)obtftifgen
emeinde an. tand er an der Spise einer jugendliden
Gruppe, die in methodiftijhem Sinne mifftonierte. Nad) iiber
12jtiindigem Tageivert ging der Kaufmannslehrling mit feiner Bibel
in bie biifterften $ofe der Wrmenbiertel, Wwo er unter Spott und
Hobnt und mitunter derben mippexéft%gen feine BVotfdhaft verfiin-
digte, Mit 19 Jahren fourde er ?ﬁl ‘PMonate arbeitdlos. * Sdliek+
Tid) fand er in SQondon ivieder Arbeit. 1851 wurbde er von der
methodiftijen Gemeinde ausdgefdhlofien.

Nadhdem fich Son& undadjt den [don 1848 von den Metho-
diften ejiveigten e’?nrmem ange d;Iogen %tte urde er

lieflid) Prediger des ,Teuen Methodiftijhen Bundes” in ber-

iebenen Landgemeinden. AIB nad) fiinf Fahren das ihm immer
ieder gegebene BVerfpredjen, thn im BVefehrungsbdienjt an den Ver-
oorfenen ju berivenden, aud) dann nidt eingeldjt urbe, al8 fid)
der Milliondr Lobe etﬁot, alle Soften au tragen, al8 man ihu
nodhmald auf ein apt bertriften iwollte, rtef feine Frau ihr
I;oi&totiid)es JRiemald!” in die BVerfammlung, Damit Gjten fie
alle Banbe u einer gefiderten Stellung und einem aduferlid) jorg-
lofen Qeben. Sie gingen, innerftem Drange folgend, den dormer-
pollen Weg in dad bnn!ei{te Gngland.

I3 man ihnen fiir ihre BVerfammlungen die Kirden verbot,

g;aﬁer st organifieren, fam Booth bnrg
" et B

Bat — niemals in cine Rirde, A8 der Sturm Booths %elt,
in bem er predigte, einwarf, wurben ZTangjdle alte Wolljpeidper,
Pferdeftalle und Jehnpfennigsineipen zu erﬁammlm}gér_aumen.
Booth mwartete nid)t, bis die an Leib und Seele Bediirftigen zu
ihm famen. Er gog u ihnen, in bdie finjterften Spelunten, in die
bujterften Clendsmwintel. Er wupte, bap er su Sdufern und Dir-
nert nidht mit feingejeliter Rebe, mit weihevoller Anbdadht fommen
fonnte. Gr mufte den Larm jeiner Umgebung itbertonen, ivenn
er durdpdringen ioollte mit jeiner Botjhaft. Er mupte Gottes-
dienftformen wdhlen, bei denen ed dem bornehmen SKritifer den

William Booth, der Guilinder der Heildarmee.

Atem vorjdlug. Anfangd war Vooth iveit entfernt davon, eine
neue Religiondgemeinjdhaft su griinden, Er verwies die ju edlerem
Leben JBuriidgewonnenen an bdie Dbeftehenden Gemeinfdajten.
Aber die Kirdje wollte dieje Befehrten des Reverend BVooth nidt.
Sie waven ja aud) gu ver|dhieden von dem Thp bes Hodhachtbaren
englijen Kirdhendyriften.
Aus den geretteten Kindern ded Dunield mwurden Taufende von
eifrigen Delfern. Jn ber Tatjadhe, daf bdie Gevetteten zu der
Arbeit an thren Britdern, ihren Sdwejtern verpflidhtet find, liegt
bag Geheimnis des Erfolges der Hetldarmee. : ¢
Bid 1875 trug diefes fosialethifche, grunh‘_&glid) itber ben
ﬁon[feﬁionen ftehende TWert den Namen einer driftlidhen Londoner
Mifjion und bermodyte in den gemannten Jahren bereits von 20
Stationen qus su ivirfen. A3 e8 fih notig erivies, bdie Arbeit
einen Bufall darauf,
in Wert nadh dem Vorbild bdet Iveltlichen Heere aufjubanen.
arert ber YMethobismus und dad Qudfertum gany demofratijdh
organifiert, fo legte die Heildarmee alle Ma tbe[?ugniﬁe in bie
Pande ded Generals. Booth wurde der erjte General diejer Armee
der Nadyftenliebe. 1881 arbeiteten it drei Landern {dhon 192
Korps mit 285 Offizieren. 1890 hiegen die Sahlen: 32, 3996,
9927. 1902: 49, 7558, 18585 und 1912: 58, 9130, 20 840. DHeute
arbeiten bon 15146 Miffionsftationen aud tn 82 Rindern 31840
Offigiere, RKadetten und Angeftelite mit itber 100000 Lofaloffi-
gteten (die feinerlei BVergiitung erhalten) und einem $Heer opfer-
ereiter ©oldbaten. Jn 1547 jozialen Anjtalten finden an Leib
und Seele Hilfsbediirftige aller Konfeffionen Aufrahme.
Booth fourde twegen feiner, germ% befonders deutfhem Emp-

So mupten Gemeinden gebtldet wexrden.

finben nidyt immer berjtandlidien, Methoden jum Gefpott der Welt.

Aber unbefitmmert um Spott und Hohn ging er feinen Weg ivei-

ter. Unbeirct bon dem Wiberftreit dber Lehrmeinungen. Jhm galt

|
|
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Bon Rarl G

St Jabre 1865 ftand im Often Londons, in dem gefiirdytetiten
Stadtteil der Erde, in %bite%apel, ein grofer, Hagerer Mann
mitten giwijden Verbredjern, Dirnen, Schaubuden, Karufjeld und
Sdnapsgelten und fpra rQn eirter gottentfrembdeten, f{pottenden,
joblenden Menge von Erlofung, Eivigleit, Simde und von den
tiefjten SDin%Zn b23 [ebens. €3 mwar der junge Prediger William
Booth bon der ,meuen methodiftijhen Bereinigung”. Ihm war
e3 bie herbjte Enttaujdhung geme en, dag man thn, den ‘ut;% LBer-
mablten, in ber Bejaulidhfeit des Dienjtes in einer i licdjert
Gemeinde hatte belajjen wollen, in einer anbeimelnden Hiuslic-
feit, o ihn die anbanglide Liebe feiner @emeinbemitgelteber por
(!nttauitbémgben betoahrte. ~ Aber er twollte nidht bie{{e {haulice
Rube. €3 beunrubigte ihn bi8 zur Herben Gewifjensqual, daf
e8 in England Stdtten in Fiille gab, wo feine Arbeit notiger ge:
wefen foare. Und Lomgtrg er mit feiner jungen Frau den bdor-
nenbollen in umpf Lonbons, in ivirtjdaftlihe Un-
fiderheit, in Lebensgefabr, in bhartejte Arbeit und Entfagung.
Aus dem dunfeljten land ivollte exr bie Bermorfenften un
Aermjten gu edlem Menjdjen- und Chriftentum uriidfithren. Und
e gelang thnt und feiner Frau tatjadlih, Bfade in den Mo -
tajt Sondonsd gu bauen, ja, Brejden in den Sumpf der
Welt zu breden.

Das Leben Ddiefed bielumfdmpften Mannes, bder bverfpottet
und perhaft, aeliebt und verehrt war mie feltent eine anbdere teli-
idfe Perjonlidyfeit, bedarf bdes reli%wfm und fozialgejchichtlichen
%mte.rgtunbeﬁ. Booths Jugend fiel in jene Beit, von der John
ustin fagte, bdap die Majjen, objhon gejhwdrst von Raud,
yer und Kohlen, auf der Strage bor RKalte {tarben, und obwohl
e taub wurden bon dem Saoujen der Spinnrdder und dem Geq
raffel der TWebjtithle, feine Rleider befagen, und ba%aﬁe perhun-
?.erten, wetl fie fein Brot Hatten, obivohl in den Lindern eng-
tiher Bunge Millionen von Morgen in reifem, goldenen Getreide
wogten. €8 war jene Beit, von der Chamberlain beridtet, daf
ba8 feben nie luguridjer aber aud) dag Elend nie grofer und
Bafter und BVerbredjen nie audgedehnter waren. AE befonders
trojtlod foerden die Berhiltniffe in ‘Rottingg)am, der ®Geburtsitadt
Booths, gefdyildert, das al8 Statte dex egjten blutigen Arbeiteritreils
befannt ift. Dort unter den Aermiten, in einem bder elenbdeften,
moderigjten Winlelhaujer wuds Booth auf, naddem fein BVater,
ein Bauunternehmer, feinen gangen Wobljtand in dern unglitdliden
%etmtpa[miﬁen vecrforen Datte. Mit 13 Jabren war William
ooth in die Behre %n einem Tudhdandler gefonmmen. ALS %nf-
?ebniabriger fam er durd) Bufall in einen Gottesdienjt der ,Wes-
ehaner’, Sdhon Ian%e hatte er die Ralte und [eere und Tatferne
der dbamaligen anglifani gen Staatstirde empfunden, deren Ver-
auperlihung ﬁaricgroﬁttli fourde. Die inneren und duferen Note,
de die moberre @ntmidhmg mit fih brachte, und dexr falte
?ormenb_ienft, den bdie anglifantihe Kirde ihnen entggenitellte,
tefen bdie bielen Seften entjtehen, bor allem dad Qudfer=
tum und den Methodisdmusg John Weslens. Booth tourde
ergriffen bon der Warme, Herghaftigleit und Qebensdnahe bder
methodiftijhen Gottesdienfte und jdlog fjich der metbobiftifgen
Gemeinde an. Bald ftand er an der ©pige einer jugendlidhen
Gruppe, die in metho ifﬁl&)em Sinne mifjionierte. Nad) itber
12jtindigem Tageiverf ging der Kaufmannslehrling mit feiner Bibel
in die biifterften Hofe der Armenviertel, wo er unter Spoit und
Hobn und mitunter dberben mippenftggen feine Bot{dhaft vertiin-
bigte, Mit 19 Jabren wurde er 12 Monate arbeitdlos.  Sdliek-
lid) fand er in Qonmbon iwieder Arbeit. 1851 tourbe er von der
methodiftijen Gemeinde audgefdhloffen.
Nacdhdem fich Booth zunddjt den [Hon 1848 von dert Metho-
diften eziveigten  Reformern  ange d;Iogen %atte urde er
{?ieﬁlid) rediger des ,Jteuen metbobi:i en Bunbeg” in ber-

iebenen Lanbdbgemeinden. AIS nad) fiinf Jahren dasd ihnt immer
wieder gegebene BVerfpredjen, ihn im BVefehrungsbdienjt an den Ver-
foorfenen zu berivenden, aud) dann nidt eingeldit wurbe, al3 fid)
der Milliondr Love erbot, alle Koften ﬁu tragen, al8 man thu
nodmald auf ein Jahr bertriften iwollte, vief feine Frau ihr
I;gtotiftbes JRiemald!” in die BVerfammlung, Damit [Gjten fie
alle Banbe u einer gefidherten Stellung und einem auferlid) jorg-
lofen Qeben. Sie gingen, innerftem Drange folgend, den dorner-
pollen Weg in dasd duntelfte England.

A3 man ihnen fiir ihre BVerjammlungen die Kirdjen verbot
mietete Booth einen Jirfud. Damald Hatie London ein Sedite
der Cintvohner desd gangen Landed auf einemt Raume von faum
30 Rilometer Durdymefjer verfammelt. Der Teil Londons, dem
Booths Arbeit galt, jene Stitten bder Armut, bded Lafters, des
LBerbredjens, un&aﬁte 1881 iiber eine Million Menjden, 90 Pro-
sent babon twobnten damald in Oftlondon. Wieder 90 Progent
diefer Ojtlondoner gingen — in Lonbon, das bdie religidiefte Stadt
ber Welt genannt wird und verhiltnidmakig die meiften Kirden

'lt;aﬁer s organifieren
¢

Bat — niemals in eine Rirde, A8 der Sturm Booths %elt,
in bem er predigte, einwarf, wurben ZTangjdle, alte Wolljpeidyer,
Pfevdeftdlle und Jehnpfennigsineipen zu erfamm[u:}gﬁr_aumen,
Booth mwartete nid)t, bis die an Leib und Seele Bebdiirftigen ju
ihm famen. €r gog su ihnen, in die finjteriten Spelunten, in bdie
bujterften Clendamwintel. Er wupte, bap er su Saufern und Dir-
nen niht mit feingejester Rede, mit weihevoller Andacht fommen
fonnte. Gr mufte den L&rm feiner Umgebung itbertonen, ivenn
er durddringen ioollte mit jeiner Botjhaft. Er mupte Gottes-
dienftformen wdhlen, bei denen e3 dem vornehmen SKritifer den

William Booth, der Guilinder der Heildarmee.

Atem vorjdlug. Anfangd war Vooth iveit entjernt davon, eine
neue Religionsgemeinjchaft su griinden, Er verwies die ju edlerem
Leben JBuriidgewonnenen an bdie Dbeftehenden Gemeinfdajten.
Aber die Kirdye wollte diefe Befehrien des Reverend Vooth nidt.
Sie waren ja aud) gu ver|dhieden bon dem Thp des Hodhachtbaren
englijen Kirdendriften. So mupten Gemeinden gebildet werden.
Aus bden geretteten RKinbern ded Duniels wurden Taufende von
eifrigen Pelfern. Jn ber Tatjadje, dah bie Geretteten gu der
Arbeit an thren Britbern, ihren Sdymejtern berpfliditet jind, liegt
bag Gebheimnis des Erfolges der Hetlsarmee. ; 4

Bid 1875 trug diejes fosialethifche, gtnnb‘_ﬁ lid) iiber ben
Ron{fcﬁionen ftehende Wert den Namen einer driftlihen Londoner
Mifiion und bermodte in den gemannten Jahren bereits von 20
Stationen qus su ivirfen. A3 es fi notig erivies, bdie Wrbeit
fam Booth durd) einen Jufall darauf,

in Werf nadh) dem BVorbild der Iweltlichen Deere aufpubanen.

arert ber Methobidmus und dad Qudfertum gany demofratijdh
organifiert, fo legte die Heildarmee alle Ma tbefugniﬁe in bie
Pande des Generals, Booth wutde der erjte General diejer Armee
der Madyjtenliebe. 1881 arbeiteten in drei fandern fdon 192
Korps mit 285 Offizieren. 1890 hiefen die Bahlen: 32, 3996,
9927. 1902: 49, 7558, 18 585 unbd 1912: 58, 9130, 20 840. Deute
arbeiten bon 15146 Wiffionsitationen aud tn 82 Randern 31840
Offigiere, Radetten und Angejtellte mit itber 100000 Lofaloffi-
teren (die feinerlei Bergiitung erBalten) und einem PHeer opfer-
eveiter ©oldaten. Jn 1547 nga[en Anjtalten finden an LYeib
und Seele Hilfsbediirftige aller Konfefjionen Aufrahme.

Booth iurde ivegen feiner, gewify bejonders deutfhem Emp-
finden nidht immer berftandliden, Methoden jum Gefpott der Welt.
Aber unbefitmmert um Spott und Hohn ging er feinen Weg tvei-
ter. Unbeirct bon dem %lbet{tteit ber Qebrmeinungen. hm galt
bie Tat am Nadjten mehr ald die Lehre. Der Mann, bon bdem
bie Wigbldatter mehr al8 pon anderen Menjden des difentlidhen
Lebens Notiz gu nehmen pftgétgn, ftarb im Jabhre 1912, 82idbhrig
al8 Ehrenbiirger ber Stidte Lonbdon, Nottingham
und PHhiladbelphia, al8 Ehrendoftor bder Univerfitat
Drford. Gegen bas Enbe feines Lebensd war er erblindet. Sm
Ottober 1890 war ihm feine Frau im Tobe vorausgegangen. I3
ntan thren fdlidhten Sarg damals dburd) die Stragen Londons trug,
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i b lif te: ten und
olgten ihm Hunderttaujende qus allen BVebd mtég:gaig' ga o

Blo

n&eigiom ie ®ejddfte, felbjt die Bant von
en.  Nidt andbers mwar es bei Booths Tod. An feinem

v%eﬂ agen Srange bor RKaifern und Konigen.
illiam %oog mad;lnlger tourde jein Sohn Bramuvell, der

nad) monatelanger Krantheit im
oberften Rat der Heildarmee gur
S{:tgett fourde, unter bdeflen Saf

die gange

;. mafdhine in den Dienjt fein
rngitte_nen Werles geftellt. Mit
eitfinn und fa!

mobernen Verhd

A
amaligen tnneren Borgdinge in der
%ﬁoc’bm und fritifiect. Der Grivag aus Booths Biidern, die die!
It anff)oﬁﬁ:[n ieBen und aud feinen Bortrdgen, die ihn itber

t fithrten, flop ungefiitst feiner Armee g i

Hatte nellbampfer und gghteguq, %degmﬁb und Sdreibs

nidt
¢

Alerander jagte er durd) die Welt,
teigerten @ehnjucht, Seelen fiir Gott und fiir ein frohes, fried-

fi

e3, teined Qeben ju getvinnen.”

anuar diefes Jahred vom
eguntg jeines Amtes quf-
er 31ﬁammenge5wd)en war.
titee ivurden biel bes

inmmer ju Unredt diel um-
flame, RKaltulation, Wirklid-

after Tatfraft Datte er dad Chriftentum bden
tnifjen angupajjen berjudt. ,,%merbu%i er ald

mit der bid zum Wabhnfinn
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 Der Bater der eilsarmee

100. Geburmas von William Booth am 10, April
Mm

. Rarl (U] ,

alre 1865 Ifttmb it D{ten Lmtbnn!, in btm ges
g‘)tet en ©tabdtteil der Grbe, m 28 1ted'; [, ein toﬁer,
agerer amt mitten T, mteu,
hanbubden, Saruffells un tteu und fprad) su
“einer goftentfrembeten, | ttenber{, oblenbden Menge bon
' Gilojung, Cmwigleit, Sitnde und vou tteﬁtcn iftgen
D¢ Qebens. €3 war ’oet jinge  Prediger William
‘Booth bon der ,neuen metbvb h en iBetein ung”.
!)m at ¢d bie bexbite @mthu ung eme{m, man
ibn, den ng\ Bermdabhlten, c%ulid;!ett be3

mxenftes 1 einer Ianbligm @emeinbe atte  belaffen
topllen, in eirter anbeimelnden %auﬁhd';;eit 00 ﬂ‘m ie
cmbanghd;e Qiebe feiner Gemeindemitglieder bor  Euts

aujdungen bewabrte., Aber ex wollte nidyt diefe bejdaus
Ittbe e. €3 Dennrubigte ifn bis - gur i?erbgn tf‘eﬂ#-
e gab, oo feine

glcd bafy e8 in (Enalan 6tatten in ¥
theit notiger gewefen wdire. Und fo ging er mit feinet
Lun jert. Frau den dornenvollen Weg in den & f e
ons, in wirtjdaftlide unftd}eﬂmt in Eehe n? fft
nie

%arte fte Arbeit und Entjagung. Aus bem
ngland wollte er. die BVerworfenjten und Hrmiten su
ijtentum . z.viid nd

edlem Menjchen- und Ch
ed gelang ihut und feiner Fratt tatjdclicy, Pfabe in dem
DMoraft Londons ju bauen, ja, Brefd;en in den @umpf et
elt gu breden.

Dad Leben dicjesd pielumtam ften Mannes, der bers
fpottet und verbaft, geliebt und berehrt war wie felten
eine anbdere tengw{e Per 6n[1d;tett be at&bes teligtnien
und fojialge{didtlichen Hintergrundes. Booth3 Fugend
iel in fene Heit, von ber So%‘t o 8tin fagte, Daf die

affen, objchon gejchivarst bon Raud, Fewer und Koblen
auf der, Strafe bor Kalte ftarben, un
-fourden bon Dem Faujen der Spinnriber und dem Ge-
zaffel der Webftiihle, feine RKeider befaBen, und daf fie
verhungerten, foeil fie fein Brot Hatten,, obmobl in den
Lindern englijher Junge Millionen  von Morgen in
“veifem, golbeneit Getreide wogtent. €8 war jerie Jeit, bon
ber Chamberlaint beridtet, baf dad Leben nie N ruridler,
al')et aud) dag Elend nie grofer und Lajter und DBers

119 Jahren. wurde er 1

'augg fernerhin s

obtoohl fie anb | B

bt 1n nie au nte: tnaten A8 Lejonders. tro{ﬂos

en bie §Ber dltniffe in ﬁtottmgbam, ber Geburtsjtadt
%ootbs ge{d?tlbett a8 al8 Statte ber erften quttgenA
ﬁtbettetf veild befannt ijt. .

Dort, unter den ?Irm ter, in  einem der etenbften,
mobderigften ?mmteﬂ)dnfet m?s Booth auf, naddem fein
Bater, ein Bauunternehmer, jeinen. gangen Wohljtand in
ben ungliidlidhert Seitverhiltni en verloren Datte. it
18 Jahren mar William Booth in bdie Lehre ju einem
Tudphdndler gefommen. A3 Fiin aebni&bt%r tam e
burd) Bufall in ecinen Gottesdienjt ber edlepanexr”.
Sdon lange Hatte ex bdie aalte und feere und Tatferne
der  Damaligen anglitanifden Staatdtivhe empfunden,
beren Berduperlidung flvrjcbmdtthd; wurde. Die irtneren
und duperen Note, e die moberne Entividlung mit
fih brachte, unbd ber !aue Formenbdienit, ben bdie angli=
tanifche . Rtrd%ée ibnen entgegenitellte, Tliehen bdie bielen
Seften ‘entftehen, vot ullem dad Qudfertum und den
Methodigdmus John Weslens. Booth wurde er-
g:xffen von der Wiarme, Herghaftigleit und Lebendndbhe

r methobdiftijchen Gotteﬂbkn?
dijtijdhen Genteinde an. Bald jtand er an der Spibe emem
jugendliden Gruppe, bie in met obiftifhem Sinne mijfio-
nievte. Nady itber 12ftiridigem Tagewert ging der Kauf-
mannglehrling mit feiner tbe[ in die ditftrften Hofe der
in | Armenvicrtel, wo er untet Spott und Hohn und mitunter
berben Ef‘tppenitoﬁen {eme otjdhaft bet!unbt&te Nt

nate arbeitdlos dlieplid)
fand er in Sonbon mxeﬁét theit. 1851 twurde ex bon ber
metbobtghf(f)en Gemeinde  qus efdloffen.  Sdon in
Nottingham Hatte man;. nm bie hodjanjehnlidhen Gemeinbde-
mitglieder nidht Anjt og 1neh men gu laflen, die Peute, die
Booth %Bmcbt batte, durd) eine Hintertitr auf bdie lepten
Bante der Kirdhe hbmngt . Sthnliche Erlebniffe fithrien
annunge
adidem tc% Booth aumd;? dert fchon 1848 bom den
Methodijten esmetqtm eformern angejdhlofien Datte,
fourde et fchlielich Prediger des , Neuen Wiethobijtijden
unbed” in ber d)tebenen Lanbgemeinden.  AB . nad)
5 S‘then bad ihm imnter toieder gegebene Verjpredjen,
ihn- im %ctebtungsmnft art den Veriworfemen zu der-
wenden, -and) bann nidht eingeloft twurbe, al8 fid) der
Milliondr Love erbot, alle Koften zu ttal? . man
ibn nodymal8 auf ein Sabt vertroften. o te, tief feine
Fraun ihr biftorijdes ,Niemals!” in bie Verjammlung.
Damit [often fie alle Bande gu einer gefiderten etellnng

Wawen

te und fdhloB fich ber metho-



unb eimm &n?etlid) fotglnim Seben, ue“t: m:::;u inner- | ber matbften!iebe 1881 arbeiteten in drei Landern agd;on

ttem Pl n ‘h,aﬂ_ 192 Korps mit 285 foiatetm 189052t en die
untelfte Enqlanb 32, 3996,. 9927. 1902: (558, 13585 und 191

hnen fiic ihre Be axmnlun 1 bie Ru:d;en 9130, 20 840. Heute arbetten ot 15 146 illhﬁmnsftatmmn
miut mietete SBooﬁ; einen Jirtus. mald tte | qus in 82 Lanbern 81840 D&D iere, Sabetten und Anges
Mbmt ein Sedjtel det nmbmt bes gangen Lanbes auf geftellte mit itber 100 000 Qota ?fxatmn (bie teinerlei Ber-

Der Teil Londons; bem Snotbs Arbeit galt, jene Stitten 7 ogialen An taIten finden an Leib und Seele

der Armut, ded gets bes B u‘;ml wifafite 1881 tsbebﬁtfﬁge allex onfeﬁwnen Wifnahme. .

itber eine Smilfion 3* W‘m o0 Booth toutbe ivegen feiner, gewip bejonders deutjdem

bﬂmdu in th[mtbon “b“ 90 “L : n ““1;@ finben midyt imuter verjtandlichen TMethoden, gum

gingen — in Qonbon, bas bie “1 t bex Welt{ Gefpott bet elt. ber unbebitmmert um Spott und

enannt wird und verhaltnisma e nmfmt mﬂ ggn n& er feinen Weg weiter. Unveirt bon bdem
e

einemt Raum von faum 30 km S)ut({me et berfammelt. §i Iten) und einem eer opferbereiter Solbaten.
i'

--mem..[linetmmd;e der Qetmemu e, bhm galt die Tat am
iﬂ bem er predigte, etnwatf, Wfbtﬂ 3[0. Mcb ten,mel)t al8 bie 8eh nge %2 ‘m%nn, bon dem die
r, Plerdeftalle und Wf‘““* f" pen  gu | Tipblatter me;ao ol ok anoeven Menfchen_ded difents

Berf amm mgﬁt&umm Booth twartete: nidyt, bis die an h den. Benﬁ 1&3“ nehmen pﬂe ten, tarb im Jahre
feib und Seele Be tfﬂ&m ﬁm lamen. Gr 30g 3 1912, Ql)tenrmrget tidte Sonbdon,

, it die finfterften Gpelunten, in bie bﬁin tent als Ghrendoftor bev lric
mbﬁmm!e! G mﬁ“ ‘baf er gu Sdufern und Dirnen bu:{ttat Dgfub @e ent baB “tEnde feines Lebens toat et

nid)t mit feingefe tet ebe mit  weibevoller Anbadht lindet. ttntm: 1890 toar ihm feine %rau it
fommen fonnte. - te "den Larm feinex . umgebnng Tobe boumggegt? man igren | & teit ctg

daft. G muﬁte Gotte i“‘? ormen tdblen, 5‘* W‘m unberttait enbe ‘aug allen Bevdlterungs &)ugtten
? dem bornebmen Rritifer ben Atem beridlug. 3pnfe;ﬁone£1. Die Gejdyafte, felbit die Sant bon Ginglanh,
Anfangd twar Booth xmt mtfemt babon, eine neue g!tten gefdloffern,  Nicht anders war 8 bei Booths Zobd.
Religions em ei uf u grinden. €t veriwies | An feinem Sarge lagen Rringe von Naifern und fonigen.
bie g edlerem Yeben urit setoonmmn ant bie 5?3:?‘”‘" Willian Sooﬂ;ﬁ S)tad;folger fourbe Be!anutltd) fein Sohn
»Gemem[d’;aften Aber die: 3“ e ollte bief $tamme nag monatelanger Sranfheit
Reverend Boot uid)t mﬁ’?‘ﬁ i“ audy g;‘ ‘bet= a'anum: S, bom berjtern at der Heildarmee
“hm bon bent “ ur migbetlegnng eined Amtes aufgefordert wurbde, unter
o muften Gemein ﬂ 9¢5 bet m;beu ffen aft er sujammengebroden tar. Die damaligen
u.ttmn Rindern  des Duntels  wurbert bon %otg&n ¢ in ber Mrmee wurden biel befprodhen und Fritis
x?‘umbtren ngttﬁﬂf ﬂtf)% b \wL @ttettet&?‘)!::; m fégwm aus Sb?otbsgtétﬁ)em taribet ii% %é%t agf‘
an 1 et e uni einert Vortrdgen, die ihn iber die
i"mb ﬁest bas G;bﬂ:tmﬁm e; Gitfﬂseﬁbea:!ﬁe:ﬁ %um;:ﬂ g?tge ésde)u {)tter;, f[o g e!:;tat feqme, %tmee x
Bis 1875 trug diefes josialet un er e ampfer un e aug Tele un
s!onfeﬂtmtm tg Jhg ﬁ(g%m%tm gihut eiB;naTgme in ben SDienﬁ emeB'md)t %mmet 3

Sonboner 0 n bemocw mnﬂtenﬂf nm: \m?m ertent. Werfed geftellt. Retlame
e ey tgﬁe)* fich mb m{“y Raltulation, B :ﬂi&;tcttﬁﬁmt s fubelba et tafi

gongo Bgzaitf?n e ue mtrf:m.m tam Booth eirten | hatt bad Chriftent obet erhaltiiffen

ie Arbei er #u organifiet n e et entum mobdernen altiii

fall ﬁ : rg nad) helét 3otbi!b ‘bc:maﬂi%en cm" en m:fu&;l ,,B&nbetbutih er al8 Alexanbder jagte
e anfaubaum. MWaren der Vet die Welt, mit der Hid jum- %abnﬁmt gefteigerten

Witertum < gang ‘demofratijd)- otgani iext. ' fo: legte: die | Sehnjudt, Seelen fiir Bott 1 b fiir ein frobes, frieblides,
[lntmgeem alle M d;t:)icfugn,% i '}Jemtg: ‘bes tetgte‘; Qeber ju gewinnen.” — abtbar ein mw

vald.  Booth urde der etite Céienetal Ddiefer Ariree Chrijti willen!
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must be za.ken into ‘acceunt in considering his
first triumphs as an evangelist. So far he was

the ages, so many of whom were meagre and

THE MAN AND HIS
ARMY.

e e

A WIFE'S HELP.

A hundred years ago to-day—on April 10,
1829— William Booth, the founder and
first General of the Salvation Army, was
born at Nottingham. Catherine Mumford,
who became his wife in 1855, was born on
January 17 of the same year. The Prime
Minister is presiding over a commemorative
meeting at the Albert Hall to-night.

There is a fitness beyond that of chronology
in uniting the memories of William and
Catherine Booth. . They met in youth ; they
married at 26 ; and in life they were not
divided. She brought to him a mind broader
and better cultivated than his own, and no less
spiritually fervent. First she supplied, then she
helped him to develop, the qualities he lacked.
To her he gave in return his strong, stubborn
nature to serve, like a rock, for the compacting
of a personality which otherwise might have

| wasted itself in shifting sands. Together they
faced poverty and hardship. In perfect
sympathy they confronted the worse prospect
of being cut adrift from work in which they
believed. To her wise counsel, to her tumultuous

| ability, energy, and faith, he owed much in the

earlier years of the Salvation Army. He repaid
the debt with a constant tenderness of affection
such as a rugged character sometimes owns
among its finer traits. Nor can he be fully
understood without reference to the words he
spoke at her graveside in 1890, and to the
tribute to * her inflexible will, her sanctified
intellect, her indomitable courage, her match-
less eloquence,” in his speech at Guildhall

the City of London. :

At that time he was 76. He had won his
cause. In winning it he had become one of the’
most familiar figures in several continents.
Rulers of the East and West, from King
Edward to the Emperor of Japan, from Pre-
sident Roosevelt to the King of Denmark, had
honoured in his person the forward march of

head with the long white hair and beard, were
recognized and acclaimed not only throughout
England but on many tours in many lands.
These, indeed, were known well enough. It
was the face which, to cooler students of
physiognomy, remained baffling. They traced
in it the passion of a Hebrew prophet, but
there were other elements in it which were less
easily identifiable. i

‘TRACES OF 50 YEARS.

Jimprinted on William Booth’s face by over
‘half-a-century of fiery, unwearied endeavour
|'aginst the Devil (as he himself would have
i said) and against beasts at Ephesus (as others
| might have added). In younger manhood, to
judge from what records are available, his
impressiveness was not so subtle. Equally

“ansightly.

As the simple preacher grew into the head
of a vast organization heredity allowed its
influence to be suspected—possibly in his
features, but more plausibly in his behaviour.
Williamm Booth’s father made and lost a good
deal of money, his final ruin being ascribed to
speculation. The lesson was not lost upon the
son; and its effects were diverse. In the
General of the Salvation Army they were seen
in the contrast between his personal disregard
- of riches and his keen sense of their value for
his life’s purpose. Before then, money had been
to him no more than a means of supplying
the means of bare existence. He was scarcely
more than a boy, just 22, when he left the shop
where his assistance was valued to preach the
Gospel in the by-ways of Nottingham, oppor-
tunity having come from a promise of 20s. a
week for three months. Afterwards he
and his wife, with a young family,
took even more daring plunges into the
unknown. But as the years went on, and the
increasing work of the Army made larger
demands, a shrewd appreciation of finance
appeared in William Booth. Where his im-
personal interests were concerned he learned
to be both far-seeing and wily. He would
“nurse” the wealthy as diligently as he
ministered to the poor. But he accepted no

15 years later when he received the Freedom of

his Army. The tall, gaunt frame, the massive

Gleams of puzzling resemblance had been -

gifts for his poor under condition. More than
one willing benefactor, seeking to tie him down
by some innocent provision, had his gift re-
jected. Long before he was General, William
Booth sought the mastery both of his own
destiny and that of his mission.

THE GIFT AND THE END.

This is as much as to say that he was a man
who fostered and garnered the qualities that
were in him, the latent as well as the obvious.
Neither in youth nor maturity did he set store
on literature, art, or science. He considered
them the embroideries of life, and for em-
broideries he had no use. He burned always
to save the souls of men, and appears seldom,
if ever, to have been afflicted by any doubt that
he was the man for the task. With his favourite
saying, ‘‘ God Almighty shall have all there is
of William Booth,” went a self-assurance,
marvellous to men of less concentrated intention,
'that the gift was worth having for the end to
'which it was put.

Later discoveries were that you cannot
save a man with an empty stomach,” and that
“it'is difficult to bless people when their feet
are cold.” Presumably there were empty
stomachs and cold feet at Nottingham street
corners, in Spalding and the numerous other
places where he preached during the years of
'his direct connexion with Methodism. ' And
\doubtless he was sorry and sympathized. But
with his mind’s eye he saw the deprivations
of the body less clearly than the maladies of
the soul ; and never reading, or never heeding,

the poet’s sceptical ‘* Where a soul can be

discerned ”’ he got on with his main task. One
suspects that the William Booth of those days
was a stern and threatening apostle of righteous-
ness, and that but for Catherine Mumford and
all she meant to him his thunder might not
have been succeeded by refreshing rain. If so,
London joined her in converting, or at least in
softening, the evangelist.

In the eighteen-sixties the East End flaunted
its poverty and vice much more flagrantly
than to-day, when the Mile End-road is a decent
and rather agreeable thoroughfare. If it has
less poverty and vice to flaunt, the

-
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better equipped than his rivals in influence down
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must be taken into account in considering his
first triumphs as an evangelist. So far he was

the ages, so many of whom were meagre and

THE MAN AND HIS
ARMY.

e

A WIFE'S HELP.

A hundred years ago to-day—on April 10,
1829— William Booth, the founder and
first General of the Salvation Army, was
born at Nottingham. Catherine Mumford,
who became his wife in 1855, was born on
January 17 of the same year. The Prime
Minister is presiding over a commemorative
meeting at the Albert Hall to-naght.’

There is a fitness beyond that of chronology
in uniting the memories of William and
Catherine Booth. . They met in youth ; they
married at 26 ; and in life they were not
divided. She brought to him a mind broader
and better cultivated than his own, and no less
spiritually fervent. First she supplied, then she
helped him to develop, the qualities he lacked.
To her he gave in return his strong, stubborn
nature to serve, like a rock, for the compacting
of a personality which otherwise might have

| wasted itself in shifting sands. Together they
faced poverty and hardship. In perfect
sympathy they confronted the worse prospect
of being cut adrift from work in which they
believed. To her wise counsel, to her tumultuous

| ability, energy, and faith, he owed much in the

earlier years of the Salvation Army. He repaid
the debt with a constant tenderness of affection
such as a rugged character sometimes owns
among its finer traits. Nor can he be fully
understood without reference to the words he
spoke at her graveside in 1890, and to the
tribute to * her inflexible will, her sanctified
intellect, her indomitable courage, her match-
less eloquence,” in his speech at Guildhall
15 years later when he received the Freedom of
the City of London.: '

At that time he was 76. He had won his

most familiar figures in several continents.
Rulers of the East and West, from King
Edward to the Emperor of Japan, from Pre-
sident Roosevelt to the King of Denmark, had
honoured in his person the forward march of

head with the long white hair and beard, were
recognized and acclaimed not only throughout
England but on many tours in many lands.
These, indeed, were known well enough. It
“was the face which, to cooler students of
physiognomy, remained baffling. They traced
in it the passion of a Hebrew prophet, but
there were other elements in it which were less
easily identifiable. :

"TRACES OF 50 YEARS.

iimprinted on William Booth’s face by over
‘half-a-century of fiery, unwearied endeavour
|‘agninst the Devil (as he himself would have
| said) and against beasts at Ephesus (as others
5 might have added). In younger manhood, ‘to
judge from what records are available, his
im{)ressiveness was not so subtle. Equally
tall and gaunt, he had then a pair of flashing
- eyes set in a white countenance which con-
trasted with masses of black hair and beard.
A Hebrew prophet in the making, but hardly

an enigma, certainly no Greek.! His physical .

grandeur expressed only a  great zeal, great
seriousness and self-devotion. How much his
mere looks helped him in his dealings with
erring men and women may be guessed though
not estimated. They were not, of course, l:%e

source of his power, which lay deeper ; but thev

“unsightly.

As the simple preacher grew into the head
of a vast organization heredity allowed its
influence to be suspected—possibly in his
features, but more plausibly in his behaviour.

| William Booth’s father made and lost a good

deal of money, his final ruin being ascribed to
speculation. The lesson was not lost upon the
son; and its effects were diverse. In the
General of the Salvation Army they were seen
in the contrast between his personal disregard
- of riches and his keen sense of their value for
his life’s purpose. Before then, money had been
to him no more than a means of supplying
the means of bare existence. He was scarcely
more than a boy, just 22, when he left the shop
where his assistance was valued to preach the
Gospel in the by-ways of Nottingham, oppor-
tunity having come from a promise of 20s. a
week for three months. Afterwards he
and his wife, with a young family,
took even more daring plunges into the
unknown. But as the years went on, and the
increasing work of the Army made larger
demands, a shrewd appreciation of finance
appeared in William Booth. Where his im-
personal interests were concerned he learned
to be both far-seeing and wily. He would
“nurse® the wealthy as diligently as he
ministered to the poor. But he accepted no

cause. In winning it he had become one of the’

his Army. The tall, gaunt frame, the massive

Gleams of puzzling resemblance had been

gifts for his poor under condition. More than
one willing benefactor, seeking to tie him down
by some innocent provision, had his gift re-
jected. Long before he was General, William
Booth sought the mastery both of his own
destiny and that of his mission.

THE GIFT AND THE END.

This is as much as to say that he was a man
who fostered and garnered the qualities that
were in him, the latent as well as the obvious.
Neither in youth nor maturity did he set store
on literature, art, or science. He considered
them the embroideries of life, and for em-
broideries he had no use. He burned always
to save the souls of men, and appears seldom,
if ever, to have been afflicted by any doubt that
he was the man for the task. With his favourite
saying, ‘‘ God Almighty shall have all there is
of William Booth,” went a self-assurance,
marvellous to men of less concentrated intention,
that the gift was worth having for the end to
'which it was put.

Later discoveries were that “you cannot
save a man with an empty stomach,” and that
“it"is difficult to bless people when their feet
are cold.” Presumably tﬁ;
stomachs and cold feet at Nottingham street
corners, in Spalding and the numerous other
places where he preached during the years of
'his direct connexion with Methodism. - And
|doubtless he was sorry and sympathized. But
with his mind’s eye he saw the deprivations
of the body less clearly than the maladies of
the soul ; and never reading, or never heeding,

the poet’s sceptical ‘‘ Where a soul can be

discerned ”’ he got on with his main task.  One
suspects that the William Booth of those days
was a stern and threatening apostle of righteous-
ness, and that but for Catherine Mumford and
all she meant to him his thunder might not
have been succeeded by refreshing rain. If so,
London joined her in converting, or at least in
softening, the evangelist.

In the eighteen-sixties the East End flaunted
its poverty and vice much more flagrantly
than to-day, when the Mile End-road is a decent
and rather agreeable thoroughfare, If it has
less poverty and vice to
change is due, alongiv with. a general im-
provement in social conditions, to the
Salvation Army among other Christian agencies.
William and Catherine Booth pitied and were
shocked by what they saw there. The wrong-
doing of ~all kinds, the drpfénne,’gr he
blasphemy, the cruelty, the deliberate. and
spasmodic violence hurt them a g\e.véry heart.

With them to see evil was to fight it ;

better equipped than his rivals in influence down

ere were empty

flaunt, the °

Pe ;

and, penniless as they were, they declated /

&9 |



war against-the iniquities of Whitechapel. |
While William Booth still perceived It:he

niquities most clearly, he was terribly |
moved by the poverty and disease. The |
family rice pudding” was given to the |
hunglll'y.; a few clothes were collected

for the ill-clad. Judged by its relation to

the demand, such help was ridiculouy ;

but for a time it was all that could be

offered.

In 1865 the Christian Mission was
started. It had the good fortune to
number among-its early. friends the phil-
anthropist Samuel Morley. Soon, owing
largely to the preaching of Catherine
Booth, it began to spread through the
country. As for William Booth, he de-
voted his evangelizing energy for the most
part to East London. ' He had been too
much of an evangelist for the Methodist
body_ to which he had belonged, and had
left it in consequence. The East End
did not receive him with universal glad-
ness, but jeered at his admonitions, and
threw brickbats at his processions. Never-
theless, the Christian Mission pushed its
conquests farther, took on gradually a
definite organization, and in 1878 blos-
somed into the Salvation Army. The
commemoration-stone in the Mile End-
road records that there * William Booth
commenced the work of the Salvation
Army, July, 1865,” and though the adop-
tion of the military name was due to
more northerly suggestion there can be
no demur to the truth of the sentence cut
in the stone.

STORMY YEARS.

It is now rarely remembered that the
Salvation ' Army underwent during some
stormy years the fate of all those who
Insist on going new ways to an old goal. |

« The methods it employed were at once |
a'shock to people who approved its pur-
Pose and an invitation to other people
who liked to throw stones. ‘There were |
riots, and police proceedings, and loud
controversy. All this, said the prudent,
might  have been prevented by a little
tact. They forgot that tact is no virtue
to reformers of William Booth’skind. He
put his trust for results in bands, ful- |
minations, parades, and a bench for peni- |/
tents. ‘What he believed in he employed, |
and- encouraged his followers to employ.
There are_hints, however, in some of his
words and actions that he was alive to
the danger of provoking hysteria, leading
to fanatical consequences, in mingled
‘masses of men and women. He was never
wnthou_t common sense, or how could the
Salvation Army have spread in half a
century from Mile End Waste to 83

| co'li’rﬁtmesand colonies ?
§ he stages of its progress, the gradual
- addition “of . many »pwell-endowedglt'anter-
- prises' for helping the poor materially as
| well as morally, ‘the combination of bless-
ing with warming the feet, are an old
story. But one phase of the old story may
be recalted for the light it throws on the’
| working of William Booth’s mind. General

Bramwell Booth has related that.one
morning he found his father in a black,
despondent mood. l

. Bramwell,” he cried, when he caught
ﬁht of me, ‘“ did you know that men slept out |

night, on the bridges ? ”’ .

‘ _He A-‘hnd»-‘a.n-ived in London very late the
}’ night before from some town in the South,
and to cross the.City to reach his home.
What hé had ‘seen ‘on that- midnight return
lo%o%wd for this morning tornado. . . .
‘Well, yes,” I replied, “ a lot of poor
fel‘lows,' 1 suppose, do that.” = -
‘ Then_ you ong‘;t to be ashamed of yourself
| Yo have known.it and to have done nothing
for them,” he went on vehemently.

Myl . tdétés%k lt:lf thtzﬂclﬁﬂiculties. ks
xeg‘tw- :d ‘d D) : e. wi & peremptory

and do = ey ¢

must do somethlgg?ebhmg . s i

o vt can we do ? 7

“ Get them a shelter.”

*“That will cost mopey.”

 Well, that is your affair. Something must

2 done. Get hold of a warehouse and warm it
| &nd find something to cover them.”

|
|
|

“IN DARKEST ENGLAND.”
The method might be credited to many
8 leader of men. They are suddenly struck

' with the existence of an evil, and, sum-

moning their assistants, they cry, Do‘
away with it.” To the inquiry * How ? » i
they reply, “ That is your business ; only
see that 1t is done ”’ ; ‘and, if the electric |
current, conveying ‘the words is sufficient, |
it is'done. ether such men can strictly
be called great organizers is another
question.’ Tt is clear, at any rate, that
William Booth had now fully realized
that men’s bodies must be saved in com-
pany with their souls. Not long afterwards,
in 1890, he published his book, *“In
Darkest England and the Way Out,”
which gave the how as well as the why of
his scheme of social regeneration.  From
that time his personal  fame ripened.
Countless stories are current of his sar-
donic humour, of his passion for prayer
in season'and (as some thought) out of
season. Lady Oxford has told of his
praying with and for her in a railway
carriage. It was in a railway carriage
that he knelt down with Cecil Rhodes,
as complete an idealist as himself, though
their ideals were different. Humbler men
and women, seeking him on business,
were abashed at his promptitude in sink-
ing to his knees on their behalf. To them
it might seem incongruous, but not to
him, who saw life as a whole, undivided
by times and seasons,

“William Booth was hot, therefore, a
simple man. It is true that in his nature
there was the deep simplicity which
nccomranies great vision. But there
was also, during his maturity and old
age, the . genius of strategy. If he
gained the souls of the erring by direct
assault, - his - operations ‘on other souls
were by flank attack. A dictator from
beginnin% to end, he took infinite pains
to get the best advice when a subject
was big and his knowledge of it small.
He could appear rash, but' he was un-
commonly prudent. He would seem, on
occasion, to be ready to go all lengths,
yet he was really drawing in, very
quietly, very adequately. He was a
mystic, and at the same time, in Lord
Rosebery’s phrase of Cromwell, a prac-
tical mystic. Abler than most leaders
to delegate responsibility, for ever insist-
ing on a competent, well-trained staff,
he knew the value of detail like a
Wellington or a John Moore. ;

INTEGRITY.

The integrity of the Salvation Army
was everything to him. In his letters,
particularly in those written at certain
crises, he confes;ies, sometimes  openly,
more often by implication, his fear of
that integrity being impaired by external
force or accident. Had he held to his

int less strongly the scheme might not
have been 'thwarted ‘of an alliance
between the Salvation Army and one
or other of the Churches which held out
hands of cautious welcome. Integrity
of aim was also, in his eyes, of paramount
importance. -The “spiritual side of his
mission’ was to the life-long evangelist
its chief side. One may hazard a guess
that, if. by any chance the social rescue
work had ever struck him ‘as involving
a weakening of the emphasis on salva-
tion, he would have been ready to sacrifice
(it to the snatching of souls from that
wrath to come which was a basis of his
religion.

COMMEMORATION MEETING

GENERAL BRAMWELL BOOTH'’S
MESSAGE.

heart ; especially did I watch with joy the
progress of ‘the buildings at Denmark Hill of
the training garrison, which I believe will be
a fitting memorial to his memory. I had
looked forward to the reception within those
walls of the first company of young men and
women to be trained there for a life of sou}-
saving and to .follow William Booth's
example. But, following the stone-laying in
1928, God called me to a new experience, and
for the first time in over 50 years I was com-
pelled to rest completely. Last year 1 still
hoped to take part in the rejoicings of the
centenary, but return of strength has not yet
been granted to me. The arrangements plgmned
for the celebration will be carried out without
me, but I am glad to send a message to friends,
and express on this day anew my love and
devotion to my wonderful father, who, a
hundred years ago, was born in Nottingham.

“The Salvation Army is his life’s record.
He said of himself, ‘ God filled my heart with
a passionate love for the souls of men and thus'
the Salvation Army was borp in me.
‘Wherever Salvationists are filled with the same
spirit the Salvation Army will grow and
prosper. Two great ideas moved through fhe
consecrated lives of my dear father and
mother: their personal knowledge and love of
God expressed in their lives for those for whom
Christ died, and, secondly, the desire to sacri-
fice all to win souls. Love of God and man
and willingness to sacrifice for others, these
are the warp and woof of the Salvation Army
spirit, the garment of its praise, the uniform
of its workers, the royal clothing of its kings
and priests.

“I believe history will prove that William
Booth was divinely inspired, that he built on
a firm foundation that needs no alteration.

General Bramwell Booth, the founder’s
eldest son, who will not be present at the
commemoration meeting at the Albert Hall
to-night owing to ill-health, has sent the
following statement to the Press:—

. “For several years I have looked  forward
1o the celebration of the centenary of my dear

. father. ~Many plans occupied my mind and

His work' is to be seen not only within the
Salvation Army organization, but in the new
spirit of service and sacrifice everywhere mani-
fested towards the unfortunate, the lost and
needy, the poor and the outcast, among the
' peoples of the world.—BRAMWELL BOOTH.”
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GENERAL BOOTH.

| Paolopiess.

The founder of the Salvation Army, who was born a
hundred years ago to-day. This photograph - was taken
. in 1879. ;
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/WILLIAM BOOTH.

PRIME MINISTER’S
. TRIBUTE. :

RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN

THE VICTORIAN AGE. -

The Prime Minister presided at the
Salvation Army celebration at the Albert
Hall last night of the centenary of the
| births of William Booth, its founder and
| first General, and of Catherine Mumford,
|who' became his wife. Mrs. Baldwin
accompanied the Prime Minister, who was
supported on the platform by the Bishop
of Willesden, representatives of various

religious denominations, and by General
Edwar_d Higglps, the new leader of the
Salvation Army, and Mrs. Higgins ; Com-

missioner Mapp, the Chief of the Staff ;
and British and International Commis-
sioners.

General Bramwell Booth, from whose
hands the leadership of the Salvation
Army recently passed, is lying seriously
ill at his residence at Hadley Wood, and
was unable to be present.. One of his
daughters,  Commissioner  Catherine
Booth, had a seat on the platform, and
several other members of the family were
present.

Before the speeches there was a proces-
sion through the hall, illustrating every
branch of the Salvation Army’s activities
since its inception as the Christian Mission
at Mile End Waste on July 5, 1865. The
pageant was headed by Commissioner
Ridsdel, the oldest surviving .officer,
whose service began in 1873, an by other
veterans of the early days, who wore the
quaint costume of the period, with brass
buttons and pillbox hats. Flags were
carried representing 83 countries, domi-
nions, and colonies where the Salvation
Army carries on operations. The pageant
illustrated the wide and ‘many-sided
operations of the organization, from what
was described as the “ cellar, gutter, and
| garret brigade ” to present-day slum and
 social work, the work of the land and in-
- dustrial colony, the migration and settle-
| ment department, and the Army’s mis-
sionary and oversea work. One of the
groups represented the Service men who
are members of the Naval and Military
League.

Commissioner Mapp, Chief of the Staff, read
| messages. from two daughters of the founder
| of the Army. Commissioner Mrs. Lucy Booth-
Hellberg telegraphed from Stockhoim :—*I
am eternally. grateful for such a father. My
one sﬁlllzgtion is to be true to his God and to
my call,

%ommander Evangeline Booth sent from the
United States a telegram, in the course of
| which she said:—* We remember with grati-
| tude what he [Williain Booth] was to America
| and his genuine appreciation of the vast oppor-
| tunities this great country offered the Blood
i and Fire flag; for the place he gave the Ameri-
| can wing of our world-movement in his heart,
| as evidenced in his works, in his writings, and,
| above all, in his gift of three of his childre
 te the command of the Army in this land.”

' MR. BALDWIN’S SPEECH.

The PRIME MINISTER, who was received with

cheers. aj

5174
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. If you think it right that someone outside
'your body should speak to-night about your
founder for a few moments in- this hall, then
it is eminently fitting that those words should
be spoken by the Prime Minister of this king-
/dom. (Cheers.) It is 100 years ago to-day
that William Booth was born in Nottingham,
and it is a curious thing to see how that fertile
1 s0il of the old Midlands and the West Midlands
| has produced evangelists. Epworth gave us
John Wesley ; from Leicestershire came George
Fox; from Gloucestershire George Whitefield ;
and from Nottingham William Booth—
(cheers)—and three of those were raised from
the humblest homes. George. Fox was a shoe-
maker, George Whitefield a bar tender, and
Booth a pawnbroker’s assistant.

One thing that strikes me here when I think
of Booth is the nonsense that is talked to-day
about the poverty of the Victorian age. Why
| the Victorian age is so unpopular to-day ve
largely ari “the - t, in spite of alt
its faults, there was in it among its great
men, who were numerous, a faith in goodness;
there was a moral earnestness and there was
a sense of duty and a performance of duty.
And if you look at the extremes in the religious |
world—take Booth and Spurgeon on the one
hand, and on the other Newman and
Manning—there you get men absolutely
different, all belonging to that great age, but
all of them, above all things, were men who
were in dead earnest about what they. did.
And the result is that the critics of the day’
will pass away with their generation andbe
forgotten, but the works of those men in
human souls will last to eternity. (Cheers.)

‘When I said that outside this great body no
ane was more fitted 'to speak to-night than the
Prime Minister I felt that it was the Prime
Minister who should speak for the country on
the debt the country owes to Booth. ‘ (Cheers.)
Just as no history of the 18th century is com-

lete without dwelling on the fact of Wesley’s
ife, so no history of the 19th century will be
complete if it has 'no reference in it to the in-:
fluence of William Booth on England. If I
understand aright . his outlook' in his’ earlier
days, it was this—that to have churches was
not necessarily the same thing as to have'reli-
gion, and that you might have in human life
respectability and sobriety, but that they
really might- be the cloak of a sham
inside. That was the reason why he
went out from the Church to preach,
and chose for his church the theatre, the.
prison, the highway, and the market place.
I will say this for the Victorian age, that that
was all very unusual and it startled them
very badly. (Laughter.). You may remember,
that Francis . Galton, who made so many
studies in the science of heredity, after study-
ing various ecclesiastical biographies, declared,
his opinion that “ the gentle, complaining, and:
fatigued spirit is that in which  evangelical
divines are very apt to pass their days.” Now
there was nothing -complaining -and - nothing
of fatigue in anything Booth did. .Booth’s
home, as was said:of him, was the railway
station. f
TRADITION AND NOVELTY.

He was himself—like many of the greatest
! men—both 'a Conservative and ‘a reformer.
(Laughter,) He believed in tradition and he
believed in novelty.” The tradition‘ was the
Gospel, the novelty was:the presentation of
it. ~ He discovered, as many others haye,
'that, important as political and economic
questions are, 'the religious ' question is
ultimately - the most fundamental of the
whole lot, and he worked deliberately
for the salvation of souls and that the
souls might (fustify themselves by their works
in this world for others. He was not one of
those—not uncommon in this generation—who
believe that you can redeem mankind by a
constitution. He faced right up ta the fact
of evil.  Now we are a little id of that in
these days, and we have banished the word
“gin” from the dictionaries. You may
expunge the word as much as you like, but
the wugly ‘fact remains, and will remain.
Booth never discussed publicly,
believe, privately, theological difficulties.

nor, I
He
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'WILLIAM_BOOTH.

PRIME MINISTER’S
A TRIBUTE. :

RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN
THE VICTORIAN AGE.

The Prime Minister presided at the
Salvation Army celebration at the Albert
Hall last night of the centenary of the
births of William Booth, its founder and
| first General, and of Catherine Mumford,
| who  became his wife. Mrs. Baldwin
accompanied the Prime Minister, who was
supported on the platform by the Bishop
of Willesden, representatives of various
religious denominations, and by General
Edward Higgins, the new leader of the
Salvation Army, and Mrs. Higgins ; Com-
missioner Mapp, the Chief of the Staff ;
and British and International Commis-
sioners.

General Bramwell Booth, from whose
hands the leadership of the Salvation
Army g‘ecent_:? passed, is lying seriously
ill at his residence at Hadley Wood, and
was unable to be present.. One-of his
daughters,  Commissioner  Catherine
Booth, had a seat on the platform, and
several other members of the family were
present.

~Before the speeches there was a proces-

sion through. the hall, illustrating every
branch of the Salvation Army’s activities
since its inception as the Christian Mission
at Mile End Waste on July 5, 1865. The
pbageant was headed by Commissioner
Ridsdel, the oldest surviving .officer,
whose service began in 1873, and by other
veterans of .the early days, who wore the
quaint costume of the period, with brass
buttons and pillbox hats. Flags were
carried representing 83 countries, domi-
nions, and colonies where the Salvation
Army carries on operations. The pageant
illustrated the wide and ‘many-sided
operations of the organization, from what
was described as the “ cellar, gutter, and
garret brigade ” to present-day slum and
social work, the work of the land and in-
- dustrial colony, the migration and settle-
| ment department, and the Army’s mis-
 sionary and oversea work. One of the
| groups represented the Service men who
l'are members of the Naval and Military
League.

Commissioner Mapp, Chief of the Staff, read
messages from two daughters of the founder
of the Army. Commissioner Mrs. Lucy Booth-
Hellberg telegraphed from Stockholm :—* I
am eternally. grateful for such a father. My
one a.:l:llgtion is to be true to his God and to
my call.

%ommander Evangeline Booth sent from the
United States a telegram, in the course  of
which she said:—* We remember with grati-
| tude what he [Williain Booth] was to America

 his genuine iation of the vast oppor-
tunities this gr;‘l)‘,p?:\:n&y offered the Blood
and Fire flag; for the place he gave the Ameri-
| can wing of our world-movement in his heart,
| as evidenced in his works, in his writings, and,
| above all, in his gift of three of his childre
 to the command of the Army in this land.”
' MR. BALDWIN’S SPEECH.

The PRIME MINISTER, who was received with

cheers. said :——
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. If you think it right that someone outside
'your body should speak to-night about your
founder for a few moments in- this hall, then
it is eminently fitting that those words should
be spoken by the Prime Minister of this king-
(dom. (Cheers.) It is 100 years ago to-day
that William Booth was born in Nottingham,
and it is a curious thing to see how that fertile |-
1 s0il of the old Midlands and the West Midlands
| has produced evangelists. Epworth gave us
John Wesley ; from Leicestershire came George
Fox; from Gloucestershire George Whitefield ;
and from Nottingham William Booth—
(cheers)—and three of those were raised from
the humblest homes. George. Fox was a shoe-
maker, George Whitefield a bar tender, and
Booth a pawnbroker’s assistant. :

One thing that strikes me here when I think

! is the nonsense that is d to-day

zlll‘xm‘t;,ﬂtﬁ erty of the Vio‘tgi'ia,n tgg&e Why

e Victorian age. is so unpopular to-day ve
largely ari 'bbe-facbpgut, in spite 'of':g‘
its faults, there was in it among its great
men, who were numerous, a faith in goodness;
there was a moral earnestness and there was
a sense of duty and a performance of duty.
And if you look at the extremes in the religious |
world—take Booth and Spurgeon on the one
hand, and on the other Newman and
Manning—there you get men absolutely
different, all belonging to that great age, but
all of them, above all things, were men who
were in dead earnest about what they . did.
And the result is that the critics of the day’
will pass away with their generation and:be
forgotten, but the works of those men in
human souls will last to eternity. (Cheers.)

‘When I said that outside this great body no
ane was more fitted 'to speak to-night than the
Prime Minister I felt that it was the Prime
Minister who should speak for the country on
the debt the country owes to Booth. * (Cheers.)
Just as no history of the 18th century is com-
lete without dwelling on the fact of Wesley’s
ife, so no history of the 19th century will' be
complete if it has no reference in it to the in-:
fluence of William Booth on England. If I
understand aright . his outlook' in his' earlier
days, it was this—that to have churches was
not, neeessarily the same thing as to have'reli-
gion, and that you might have in humanlife
respectability and sobriety, but that they
really might- be the cloak of a sham
inside. ~That was the reason why he
went out from the Church to preach,
and chose for his church the theatre, the.
prison, the highway, and the market place.
I will say this for the Victorian age, that that
was all very unusual and it startled them
very badly. (Laughter.). You may remember,
that Francis . Galton, who made so many
studies in the science of heredity, after study-
ing various ecclesiastical biographies, declared,
his opinion that * the gentle, complaining, and:
fatigued spirit is that in which ' evangelical
divines are very apt to pass their days.” Now
there was nothing -complaining -and - nothing
of fatigue in anything Booth did. .Booth’s
home, as was said of him, was the railway
station. .

TRADITION AND NOVELTY.

He was himself—like many of the greatest
! men—both 'a Conservative' and ‘a reformer.
(Laughter,) He believed in tradition and he
believed in novelty.” The tradition‘was the
Gospel, 'the novelty was:the presentation of
it. ~ He discovered, as many others haye,
‘that, important as political and economic
questions are, the religious ‘'question is
ultimately - the most fundamental of the
whole lot, and he worked deliberately
for the salvation of souls and that the
souls might justify themselves by their works
in this world for others. He was not one of
those—not uncommon in this generation—who
believe that you can redeem mankind by a
constitution. He faced right up to the fact
of evil.  Now we are a little afraid of that in
these days, and we have banished the word
“sin” from the dictionaries. You may
expunge the word as much as you like, but
the ugly ‘fact remains, and will remain.
‘Booth never discussed publicly, nor, I
believe, privately, theological difficulties. He

g
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preached, and; preached “the Gospel, and the
i ot 5

his own character as it has

' now suited the character

historically

of great religious

TS,
STRUGGLE WITH POVERTY.

And yet no man felt more than he the hard-
ships of the poverty in which he himself had
been brought up. He remembered the
children in _the streets of Nottingham
in his childh crying _for
His own _ childhood was blighted by
poverty, and he was one of the men, like Lord
Shaftesbury, who, once having seen and
realized the human misery of that, could never
forget and never lie down under it And
hence the social work of the Salvation Army.
I was interested to see that one—I might say
the great apostle of Socialism—wrote only the
other day:—"The Salvation Army still
spends in the struggle with poverty zeal
that was meant for the struggle with sin.”
wWilliam Booth was big enough, and had zeal
enough in him, to maintain both those
struggles. (Cheers.)

It is just about 17 years ago that'he made
his last speech in this room in which we. are
now meeting, He ‘reviewed ' his own life's
work. “I might,” he said,
my life’s work the housing of the poor "—and
‘he spoke of thet, “T might have given myself
up to the material benefit of the working
classes —and he said a few words about that.
%1 might have given myself up to temperance
reform "—and he s

that. “I might have given up m life to the

hysical imy ent, of the e ”—and he
gpgl::a words on that. Then pl?eopsaid that he
might have devoted his life to politics.

L“]’. might,” he said, “have_ tutned & Con-

ion which he founded suited |
before

bread. |

e some words about

“have chosen as |

" servative, or I might have been a Radical, or

a Home Ruler, or a Socialist, or joined the
Labour Party, but—(and this is a character-
istic remark)—I might have formed another
party.” . (Laughter) I rejoice, for the sake
of the world, to think that he chose another
part. (Cheers.) In all these things which .1
have named—in housing, in drink, in crime, in
disease—he and the Army have fought, and
are fighting, their fight. But the object to
| which his  whole life- primarily was devoted
was one of which he used these words: —* The
object I chose all these years age embraced
every effort containing in- its heart the
remedy "—that is ‘the point—* for every
form of misery and sin and wrong to be found
on the earth and every method of reclamation
needed by human nature.” ; -

T would only say one. word in conclusion.
There are many forms of spiritual endeavour
in the world. There are diversities of gifts.
God fulfils Himself in many ways, and His
love is far wider than our minds. -To-night
we thank God for William Booth, for a man
whom all Christendom to-day recognizes as
one of the world’s great religious leaders.
(Cheers.) . i k

The Bisaop of WILLESDEN, in: a briet
address, said that to-day there was tremendous
need for the work that the Salvation Army
and similar organizations were doing.

COMMISSIONER -HURREN, - British Commis-
sioner, described the founder of the Salvation
Army as a realist. William Booth, he said,
penetrated illusion, and the veneers of society
did not' delude, him.

PRINCIPAL THOMAS PHILLIPS, the president
of the National Free Church Council, said that
William Booth started as a Free Churchman,
but the Free Churches were not big enough for
him and his great work. .

_FATHER AND SON. .
GENERAL HIGGINS, the new leader, said that
there were hundreds of Salvation Army cen-
tenary celebration meetings going on that
night in various parts of the world. The 16
years that had passed since William Booth
made his  last  public utterance in- that
hall had given the world an oppor-
tunity of more correctly appraising the
real character and worth of the man.
The removal of William Booth’s hand from
the control of the movement did not in the
least interfere with its continued development
and advance. It was true the leadership of
the Army passed into the hands of one whose
share in the building of the edifice it was
impossible for them to over-estimate— (cheers)
—one whose knowledge of its intricacies at
such a moment was valuable beyond estima-
tion—one who had stood by the founder from
its early days, and the transfer of the general-
ship from the hands of father to son was carried
through ‘without ‘a,.shadow of mistrust from '
within and with sympathetic hopes from out-
side. While that night they were met to do
honour to the memory of William Booth, the
. occasion could not be allowed to pass without
also giving full measure of credit to Bra.m‘%lll
Booth— (cheers)—whose associations with,
and whose loyalty to, his father would alwa’
form one of the most “beautiful chapters
Salvation Army history, and whose skill ani

Bramwell Booth won the affection of .
whole Army, and his breakdown in health
3]8 w%ﬁ?el:léd illnefss called from them all
ee) i of sympathy and
hisplfe?ha.lf. e STRIRXEN, R
On the motion of the REV. DR. ARCHI

Prime Minister.
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WILLIAM BOOTH.

That the Prime Minister should speak, as
MRr. BALpwIN did last night, at the centenary

| celebrations of the birth of the founder of the

Ralvation Army is in accordance with the
fitness of things and with the demands of the
age. He admitted as much himself, though it

is with difficulty that the presence of many of

MRr. BALDWIN’S predecessors can be imagined
at a similar gathering ; but the keeping of
centenaries is for the most part a modern
custom, and few organizations have made such
headway throughout the world in so short a
time as the Salvation Army. Moreover in these
days, when all political parties profess them-
sclves more deliberately than ever as working
for the regeneration of society, there seems to
be something peculiarly fitting in the participa-
tion of the Prime Minister in office in the
thanksgivings of the body which looks back to
the genius of WiLLiam BooTr as its founder.
It is possible also that the PriMr MINISTER
accepted the invitation with all the greater
alacrity on account of the non-political nature
of WiLLiam Booru’s work and that of his
SUCCesSOTS,
had chosen another part than politics, Indeed
statesmanship cannot but admit that there are
reforms which no amount of legislation con
bring about. A political leader and his sup-
porters in Parliament, however strong and
earnest, are permitted to work only in a field
which is limited by what . is immediately
practicable and well within the sanction of
public conscience at the time, Their duties and
achievements lie in a more material world,
which, as they know well, is not the only world
in which men live. That other, the spiritual,
which gives meaning to averything else, is to

‘be approached by methods different from
If in the last resort the two worlds:

theirs.
cannot be kept apart, but have to be ranged
in direct relation to each other—as GENERAL

Bootr was not slow to discover, when he found

that it was not enough to address men’s souls
when their bodies were starving—it - still
remains true that the motive power must come
from within in the first place, and that the first
thing to be sought is righteousness, to which
the rest shall be added.

Anyone reading the life of WiLiam Boors,
which has been voluminously recorded, will see

He rejoiced that WrriaM Bootn |

at once that, with a directness rare even in a
religious leader, he went down to the heart of
things, and with a simple but uncompromising
theology, and with no regard for institutional
formalities, lived primarily for the purpose of
changing men’s hearts, for bringing them out of
vice, misery, and despair, and for setting
them on the way of becoming confident
Christians living permanently in touch with
spiritual realities. Such was his genius, and
such the impulse on which he acted, that he
brought his message of hope and forgiveness to
“wretches of all sorts and conditions who would
otherwise never have responded to, and would
"probably have never been challenged by, the
appeals of religion. This was his supreme
achievement ; and in order to succeed he had
to use methods which were not those of the
Church or the Chapels, and at the same time
even to refrain, in the interests of those who
could not reasonably be expected to compre-
hend them, from observances kept by himself
in his earlier days and by other Christian bodies.
It is hardly surprising that at first he was coldly
' regarded and on occasion rather closely ques-
tioned by representatives of organized religion
—still less that he shocked that permanent type
| of mind which was represented a century
earlier by Horace WALPOLE when he heard
Westey. But he was not a doctor of
divinity ; he would wage theological
controversy with no one. After living down
opposition, obloquy, and misunderstanding, he
proceeded, as successful men in many walks of
life often proceed in this country, to the friend-
ship of princes, the freedom of the City, and
an honorary dootorate of the University of
Oxford. None of these and similar honours was
of his own seeking, not all of them were really
| appropriate, and he knew their dangers well
' enough ; nor did they begin to befall him until
the London evangelist had become some-
thing more—a world-wide traveller and the
patriarchal head of a vast organization in many
lands, devoting itself to the material as well as
to the spiritual needs of the poor and outcast.
But they are historically worth remembering ;
for they were genuine expressions of the regard
in which he had come to be held, and it may be
said that nothing but true merit, tried and
proved, would have brought them upon him.
There are now those who, as they look back
on the nineteenth century, are prepared to place
him among the first dozen or so of the greatest
Englishmen of that century; and they are forti-
| fied in their conviction of his greatness not only

wonden,




vy what he did himself but by the strength of
the Salvation Army as it has continued ever
since. Curious as the highly autocratic constitu-
‘tion which he gave the Army may seem, it served
admirably for many years; and in remembering
the first General it is’impossible not to remember
the remarkably able members of his family on
whom he could rely as he grew old, and in par-
ticular his son GENERAL BraMwELL BooTH, to
whom GeNErRaL HiceiNs paid a loyal tribute
yesterday. As everyone knows, the Salvation

Army this year has passed through a trying .
time and a crisis which might well have wrecked |

a less public-spirited institution. That diffi-
culty is now happily a thing of the
past, and there is no internal cause which

should tend to bring about a diminution of the '

Army’s beneficent activities. Of its distant
future there can be no saying, since so much
will depend on the counsels of those who will
be henceforth chiefly responsible for it. But
if it is true to the spirit of the founder it will
not fail to continue to deliver its essentially
religious message, however much it may find it
necessary to spend time and money on im-
proving the material lot of those it would assist.
There is nothing in the practical precepts of
WiLLiam Boo1H on the tactics of evangelism

to make for the rigidity of a closed system. .

There is his own evidence on record to show
that methods of forming converts might change

according to circumstances and to the condi- .

tions of those addressed. On the other hand
| WiLLiam BootH decidedly desired and preferred
that his Army should not aim so much at preach-
ing to the fairly well-to-do as to the down
and out ; with a surprising irony on qne occa-
'| sion he wrote instructions to his officers to this
effect. He often said he was a soldier, and the
name of Salvation Army was intended to be

literally interpreted as a fighting force in dis-

tinction from more civilian forces behind it.
Though spiritual campaigning, as he learnt by
experience, had to be followed up and supple-
mented by secular arms, it was by that and not
by the others that he was able to force sod
to a permanent, recognition of many of its
evils, and to prove, not for the first ti
history, that there is a remedy, if the men
women are forthcoming with the n
sight, sympathy, and knowledge, for the
degradations into which human nature
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Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung (Berlin
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Der 100. Geburtstag
Des $eilSarmeegriinders

e, ST A A0 % a2
mﬁ!tzlbes 100. Geburtdtages de3 Griins
erd per Heildarmee Willia 0,045 Datte
bie Heildarmee in Berlin ret BVerfamms
lungen eingelaben, bie von SKommandeurin
Mary Booth, ber Gnlelin ded Griinders,
geleitet wurden. Der Sid)tbllberbomag, ber
am Montag die Feftverfammlungen einleitete,
getwibrte ein erfreuliched Bild iiber die inter-
nationale Liebedtdtigleit der Heildarmee.

Befonderd ergreifend twar bdie Ber-
anjtaltung, die am Tage darauj bei Kroll jtatt-
fand, und ber unter anderem aud) Oberbiirger-
meijter Bop beirvohute. 500 Dbediirjtige alte
Frauen und Manner waren zu einem Feft-
;Jb i‘ :n nﬁg elabe&te. Die é!zz;tmmbc:n?‘elgit}' :t:’

e, em re e atte,
weldje twunbderbare Madht ihr Grofvater iiber
bie Menjdenherzen hatte und weld) unvergef-
lidgen Gindbrud feine Per{dnlidhleit aud auf jie
gemadht Habe. Wihrend Heildarmeeladettinnen
in weien Sdiirzen die Gifte bedbienten, trugen
ein gemijdhter Chor und ein Mannerdhor Lieder
por, und die Stabslapelle fpielte unermiidlich.
RNad) 4 Ubr fdlof bie Feier mit einem Dant-
gebet, und iuu{:e Heildpfadfinder bradhten die
aiten gebted; ichen Reute fiirjorglich zur
ettaﬁm ahn. — P

Der  geftrige Feftverfammliung im
grofen iacmpelfaal in ber Dreddner étrabe
binterlief einen bejonderd tiefen Gindrud
purd) die Wirme, die fidh aud). dbem zahlreid)
erjchienenen 3@3rer!rei3 mitteilte. § Der

trade fagen Dinter dem Bilde ded Griindersd
%i: Romm«gm;uﬂn unt; ber @:iagubes %rli&ﬁ

uptquartiers. nter v n ;
weigen Sdirpen g%fdzmitdt, nbert neu aus-
gebilbete Rabetten, die an diejem Ehrentag ald
w3ubildumatabetten” ihre lung erhielten.

e werden ald gutgeidhulte o?tatbeamu und
“beamtinnen au&gﬁanbtg:um m Dienft der

- Menfchheit zu twirfen. ohe Begeijterung er-
fitlite die {un&en Menjden, die bon nun an
ald ,Offiztere’ in allen Teilen Deutidhlands

| titig fein werben.

Stab3mufit und Gefang, anjpradien der
Sommandeurin, bded Feldfelretird Oberjt
Stantoweit, bed Preffechefd Oberijt-
Teutnant Buje, dber ergreifende Sizenen aus
bem Reben ded alten Generald erzihite, und
ftimmungadvolle, fiinjtlerijd) geftelite [ebende

Bildber aud der Aujbauarbeit der %ﬂ}atmee
fiillten den Abend aus. \.X/H/
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 GENERAL BOOTH

MR. ST. JOHN ERVINE’S
 BIOGRAPHY

Gop’s  SOLDIER: GENERAL WILLIAM
BoorH. By ST. JouN ERVINE. Two
volumes. (Heinemann. 36s. net.)
This is destined to be the standard Life

of Willi nd deserves to become

the standard history of the Salvation'

Army, at any rate up to the death of the
founder. It ranks, therefore, high in the
scale of importance. It has been written
by one who is not carried off his founda-
tion of sound judgment by the surge of
enthusiasm, yet desires with inward
passion that honour should be given where
honour is so richly due. The tremendous
task of sorting the material for more than
1,000 pages and presenting it with a con-
stant eye on doing justice in"all directions
has been a labour of love, no more, no less.

‘William Booth was born in 1829, and

from 1843 to 1851 he was a pawnbroker’s _

assistant. Few occupations could afford
a youth a better chance to learn the real

* weaknesses and troubles of the poor, but -

no, other pawnbroker has so given him-
self into the hands of God as to live to
be revered all through the world. After
a period as a Methodist minister and
marriage to a selfless, fearless, invalid
woman who shared his inspiration, he left
the Methodists at the age of 32, on their
refusal to release him for the travelling
evangelistic work in which he had already
proved his peculiar powers. He was
always intolerant of those who withstood
him ; he looked on them as thwarting
God’s purposes—as very frequently indeed

"7 cort BEp

' sorry a population as has ever confronted
‘a carrier of the Gospel message. When
_in these modern days people question the

.and suspects. Mr. St. John Ervine would

_teal spirit of William Booth, who was
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they were. ' In 1865, the year when his
daughter, the newly elected General, was
born, he began to preach on Mile End
Waste, a lone figure in the midst of as

.

Army;l .cgn line between sin ;md salva-
ion, its dramatic appeal, and in -
.q?tlmlarnit&‘ concentration against drPlxﬁ,
ecting even its attitude to sacraments,
they do it wrong if they ignore the cir-
cumstances in which its first battles were
fought in the East End of London 70
years ago. It always had shortcomings
in its equipment as a religious force, and
maybe it has not travelled far enough
towards making them good or keeping its
strategy up to date with the changing
times, but it triumphed over all the
Christian Churches in its success in
%e:‘kha Christ to the lowliest of the low.
he work of a preacher, as Catherine
Booth insisted, is not to deliver the truth,
but to drive it home to the heart.

It was this which carried William Booth
forward from a pitch in Mile End to the
‘dﬁsfw,hen he was received with respect
and honour by statesmen and by
Royalty. More important, it was this
which bore the pioneers of the Army out,
in the last quarter of the nineteenth cen.
tury, into all the principal countries of
the world, and enabled them by amazing
moral courage to plant their banner firmly
in lands where they arrived as foreigners

be worth reading alone for his record of
the missionary journeys and for the im-
pression which his insistence on the inter-
national quality of the Army makes.

- He has written a final chapter on the
events after the old General’s death ; and
while he is under no illusion as to the need
for meeting the resentment which the
autocratic system of government was
bound to arouse, he looks to the future
with not much confidence that the diffi-
culties have been overcome in the right
way. The Army will win through, surely,
if it can cherish in each generation the

never more God’s soldier than when he
said to his son: “ Bramwell, fifty years
hence it will matter very little indeed ho
these people treated us; it will matter a

l?&khow we dealt with the work/|
of God,



